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A. 1 Carat Titania Gem
Set In 14 Kt. Gold

24.75 Fed. To* 
Included

NO M O N IY DOWN. 2 SO o Month

NOW!. . .  A N EW  L O W  PRICE  FOR  
THESE D I A M O N D - L I K E  GEMS!

T I T A N I A  R I N G S

D. Man's 1 Carat Titania 
Gem -Set in 1 4 K G o ld

33.75 K?JS
NO M O N IY DOWN. 3 40 o Month

•. 1'/, Carat Titania Gem 
w ith  2 s id e  stones 

O Q  7 C  1om
w T o /  Included 

NO MONEY DOWN. *4 •  Month

C. 2 Carat Titania Gem 
Set in  14 K t . G o ld

t e e  r«e- '<*■^“t  J  Included 

NO MONEY DOWN. 4 SO o Month

Am azing  N ew  Discovery

MORE BRILLIANT THAN A DIAMOND!
Beauty beyond belie f! Latest scientific discovery brings you the 
Titania Gem with miracle qualities that give it more brilliance, 
more sparkle, more fire than actual diamonds! Only experts can 
tell the d ifference. That's because Titonia's light refraction of 2 .62  
to 2 .90  is greater than 2 .42 for a  diamond Own this miracle 
jewel of science on our N O-M O NEY-DOW N Credit Plan!

Wear a Carat Size —Pay far less than far a diamond
Even though they look the sam e, T itania  gems cost fa r less than a 
diam ond. A ctually  the price of a carat-size Titania gem is less than 
a  sm all carat diam ond ring. Choose from these stunning rings for 
Ladies' and Men — all in newest 14 Kt. Gold settings.

M o r e  f i e r y  th a n  a  d ia m o n d !  G re a te r  b r i l
lia n c e  than  c e t t l i e i l  d ia m o n d s  . .  .  more lire  
a n d  sp a rk le I
C u t l i k e  a  d ia m o n d I  B r illia n t-c u t je w e l  w ith  
58 e x p e r t ly  p o lis h e d  fa c e ts . O n ly  e xp e r ts  con  
te l l  the  d if fe re n c e  from  p re c io u s  d ia m o n d s .

S e t  l i k e  a  d ia m o n d /  The ston e  is  se t b y  
m a ste r je w e le r s  in n e w e s t I4 K  G o ld  m o u n tin g s .

To Measure Your Ring Size
Cut card b oard  S inchet 
long a t  show n a» rig h t.
S lip  rin g  that fits over 
n o rro w  end and  m ark 
w ith  p en c il a t both 
• ides o l rin g  
it  stops. SEND 
O RDER

SEND NO MONEY
D o n 't send o p en n y . P a y  no 
C .O .D . No D ow n  Paym ent re 
q u ire d ! I f  yo u 're  a  r e lia b le  
p e rso n , YO U R C R ED IT  IS  
G O O D  W ITH  U S. Sta rt m a k 
ing  sm a ll m o nth ly  paym ents 
a fte r  you see your se le ctio n . 
M a il coupon to d a y  E xa m in e  
r in g  in  your hom e for 10 
d a y s . Then , e ith e r p a y  in  
m o nth ly  in s ta llm e n ts  or re
turn r in g  to us.

L. W. Sw eet, Dept. PF 1152
25 W est 14th St., N ew  York 11, N. Y.

Please send me the Titan ia Ring at S 
I hove checked below. Unless I return my selec
tion to you in 10 days, I agree to pay $_ 
per month until full price is paid . I have indicated 
my choice of yellow or white Gold ond ring size 
desired.
□  A. F967 -  24.75
□  B. F968 - 39.75
□  C. F9I5 - $45
□  D. Cl 52 -  33.75
My N am e__________
A d d re ss_____________
C ity ___________________
A g e___

Yellow □  o r White □  Cold 
Yellow Q  or White □  Gold 
Yellow □  or White □  Cold 
Yellow Cold Only

.S ta te .
.O ccu p atio n .



OPWM?M MV CAR v YOU'RE BEING M  
PREPOSTEROUS / 7uSED  BY OPIUM ^  
I'M SENATOR xjf'SM UGGLERS, SENATOR. 

L B L A I K /  LET ME SHOW YOU^U

/ a m a z in g / y o u V '  e x a c t ly / a n d  >
I  SAY THEY PUT IT I TONIGHT THE GANG AT 

M  IN THE TIRE AT/THIS END WILL TRY TO, 
\ th at PARKING A n a b  it . MAT I USE /  
'  \  l O T ? ^ ^ \ V w U R  ‘PHONE ? s i  I*

THAT5 THAT. W EUJW HY NOT 
YOU FOLKS HAVE \STAY AND 

[ YOUR DINNER. I'LL/ HAVE A 
[  8£ BACK ABOUT/ SNACK , 
L  NI6HTFALLxAY WITH US.'

f  THIS BLADE \  
" SURE /WAKES 1 
SHORT WORK OP 
.WHISKERS. MY/ 
L  FACE PEELS/  
kvGREATM ]

/MIND IF I l 
SHAVE,SIR? 
I'VE BEEN ON 
.DUTY SINCE, 
> DAWN 7

CERTAINLY. 
HERE'S A

< SO THIS TIME ¥  THATS WONDERFUL. 
TOMORROW I'LL \  WE'LL BE ON THE . 
BE HEADING EA S T ^ SA M E TRAIN '.^A 
\ ON THE "SUPER- 
k .  CHIEF1'

handsome

HOM £W A£D SO U N D A £T££  A  D A Y A T  
TIJU A N A , S£N A TO £ S tA / K  AND M S  
OAU6 H T £ P  ST O P  A T  TH £  8 0 P 0 S P  
P O P  PO U T/N £ CUSTOM  /N SP£CT/O N ...

SURE. COME 
UPSTAIRS , 

) AND 1 
FRESHENI

V up J

WHEN YOU'RE OUT TO GET QUtCK.EASY^Y  
SHAVES AT A  SAVING,THIN G ILLETTES ARE 
JU ST VWFR DISH. YOU CANT F1NO ANOTHER 
LOW-PRICE BLADE SO KEEN AND LONG-LASTING. 

1 THIN GILLETTES ARE MADE FOR YOUR GILLETTE 
RAZOR... FIT EXACTLY ANO PROTECT TOUR FACE t 
FROM NICKS AND IRRITATION. ASK FOR THIN
GIUETTES IN THE CONVEMIEN

10-SLADE

c M

L . TDULADE RACKME KAS CaWMIMim FW USED BLADES



4BKOOD CALL T . V on Z iek n rseh
The Mother Lynx in Her Desperate Search for Food 

in a Lean Rabbit Year Had the Temerity to 
Raid Peter Chadeayne’s Pig Pen

TH E S IX  A RM S O F SIV A
(A  C om plete N ovel) W a lte r  C. Brow n 12
All the Trappings and Escort of a God on Its Travels 

Came with the Mysterious Statue When It 
Traveled from the East to the West

P E T E R  AND P E R IC L E S H enry H erb ert K n lb b * 5 9
Pericles, the Peerless, the Adored, Had Been Stolen; 

Rustled Like Any Common Steed! So Peter Was 
Hot on the Trail

SONG O F A ROLLING STO N E
(V e r s e )  A rlen  Luvano 6 7

THE PENDCLUM O F TH E S K I LL J . A llan Dunn 6 8
Sign of Danger—? Of Course. But Danger Comes to 

Any Man Who Would Match His Wits Against 
the Despots of the Outer Islands

FVJ11S AND F I R  P R IC E S  8 2
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The Hungry Mother Lynx Was 
Fighting fo r Her Young

B r o o d  C a l l
By T. VON ZIEKURSCH

DO W N  th r o u g h  N ic ta u ’s re a c h e s  
s w e p t a  v io le n t  b la s t ,  r o a r in g  
a m o n g  th e  le a fle s s  b r a n c h e s  l ik e  
a  g r im  b r e a th  o f  s o m e  d e ity  o f  
th e  N o r th .  T h e  v a s t u n b ro k e n  

s tr e tc h e s  o f  w h ite  a n d  th e  ic y  s h e e t in g  o f  
e a c h  tr u n k  to ld  th e ir  t a le  o f  th e  lo n g  o v e r 
h a n g  o f  w in te r .

L o o m in g  h ig h  o v e r  th e  fo r e s t  th e  n a k e d  
c re s t  o f  S t i l lh o u s e  R id g e  ju t te d  a lm o s t  in to  
th e  lo w  f ly in g  c lo u d s , a  s o m b e r , o m in o u s  
o u tp o st o f  th e  b r o k e n  c o u n try  n o r th  o f  
th e  p o n d  r e g io n .

A t  th e  e d g e  o f  a b a r e  c l i f f ,  a  h u n d r e d  
fe e t  a n d  m o r e  a b o v e  th e  b ru s h -c o v e re d  
b a se , th r e e  p in e s  p o in te d  th e ir  n a k e d  tru n k s  
sk y w a rd  a t g r o te s q u e ly  d iv e r g e n t  a n g le s .

F a r  aw ay  in  th e  re a c h e s  so u n d e d  th e  
b o o m in g  c a l l  o f  a  b u l l  m o o s e . A t  th e  
so u n d , s o m e th in g  s t ir r e d  b e n e a th  th e  ro o ts  
o f  th e  th r e e  p in e s  a n d  a  g r e a t  ro u n d  h e a d  
a p p e a re d , tu r n in g  as i f  o n  a p iv o t  to  s u r 
vey  th e  m o u n ta in s id e . T h e  s h a rp , tu f te d  
e a rs  a n d  k e e n , y e llo w is h  ey es re fle c te d  th e  
w a tc h fu l  a tt i tu d e  o f  th e  o ld  s h e  ly n x  as 
sh e  in v e s tig a te d  th o r o u g h ly  b e fo r e  h e r  
s h o r t , th ic k  b o d y  c a m e  in to  s ig h t . T h e n  s h e  
le a p e d  u p  o u t  o f  th e  c a v e  fo r m e d  b y  th e  
ro c k s . N e a r  h e r  h a u n c h e s  th e  b a r e ly  d is 
c e r n ib le  sp o ts  a p p e a re d  th r o u g h  th e  s o f t  
g ra y is h  fu r  a s  s h e  c ro u c h e d  a n d  p e e r e d  
d o w n  th e  s lo p e .

E a ch  n ig h t  s h e  h a d  h u n te d  d e s p e ra te ly , 
d r iv e n  e v e n  to  h a n g in g  o n  th e  s c e n t  o f  
s tray  c a r ib o u  co w s in  th e  h o p e  o f  f in d in g  
a n  e a r ly  c a l f .  O n c e  a  f ie r c e  b a t t le  w ith  a 
carca jou  h a d  fu r n is h e d  h e r  m e a t  f o r  se v e ra l 
d a y s ; b u t  th e  c ru s te d  s u r fa c e  o f  th e  s n o w  
h a d  m a d e  i t  e x tr e m e ly  d iff ic u lt  to  o b ta in  
fo o d . T o  a d d  to  th e  w o e s  o f  th e  fo r e s t  
f o lk  it  w a s  d ie  " y e a r  o f  n o  r a b b its ,” as 
th e  C h ip p e w y a n s  say , th e  se a s o n  w h ic h  
c o m e s  a b o u t e v e ry  se v e n  y e a rs  w h e n  a p e s 

t i le n c e  sw e e p s  th e  f o r e s t  a n d  th e  lo n g -e a re d  
k in d  v ir tu a lly  d is a p p e a r .

O f  la te  s h e  h a d  ta k e n  to  h u n t in g  d u r in g  
th e  d a y , d r iv e n  b y  th e  im p e ll in g  d e m a n d  
w ith in  h e r  b o d y  f o r  r ic h , n o u r is h in g  fo o d . 
N o w  s h e  a ro se  a n d  s ta lk e d  d o w n  th e  s lo p e , 
c i r c l in g  a lo n g  th e  e d g e  o f  th e  c l i f f  w h e re  
i t  d e s c e n d e d  in to  th e  th ic k e ts . T h e n  sh e  
s o u g h t  th e  b o tto m s  a n d  w o r k e d  s ile n d y  
fo r w a r d , g r im , re a d y  to  m a tc h  th o s e  c u r v in g  
c la w s  w ith  th e  r a z o r - l ik e  h o o fs  o f  a  co w  
m o o s e  s h o u ld  c h a n c e  s o  o r d a in . B u t  th e  
fo r e s t  w a s  s ile n t , s e e m in g ly  d e v o id  o f  l i f e .  
Y e t  h u n g e r  g n a w e d  c r u e lly  a n d  sh e  s ta lk e d  
d e e p e r  in to  d ie  le a fle s s  co v e r ts , e a g e r ly  f o l 
lo w in g  o ld  g a m e  tr a i ls .  A t  la s t  s h e  h a lte d  
a n d  h e r  h e a d  d a r te d  f r o m  s id e  to  s id e , 
c lo s e  to  th e  sn o w . H e r e  a  n a rr o w  p a th  
w o u n d  th r o u g h  th e  fo r e s t ,  a n d  q u ite  r e 
c e n tly  a  c a r ib o u  h a d  w a n d e re d  d o w n  it. 
S h e  a d v a n c e d  a t  a  s l in k in g  tro t, a n d  th e n  
h e r  e a rs  c o m p le te d  th e  s to ry . A  tu r n  in  
th e  p a th  b r o u g h t  h e r  in  f u l l  v ie w  o f  th e  
t in y  s tre a m  th a t  f lo w e d  d o w n  to  th e  c h a in  
o f  la k e s  b e lo w . C a u tio u s ly  s h e  a d v a n c e d , 
b u t  th e r e  w a s  n o  s ig n  o f  l i f e  o th e r  th a n  
w h e r e  th e  ic e  h a d  b e e n  b r o k e n  th r o u g h  by 
s h a rp  h o o fs . F r o m  th e  h o le  in  th e  ic e  
w h e re  th e  c a r ib o u  h a d  d r u n k  c a m e  th e  low ' 
g u r g le  o f  th e  w a te r . A lr e a d y  a  s c u m  w as 
b e g in n in g  to  fo r m  o v e r  th e  h o le , b u t  th e  
ly n x  e x a m in e d  it c a r e fu lly . T h e r e  w e re  e v i
d e n c e s  th a t  i t  h a d  b e e n  b r o k e n  b e fo r e . 
S h e  d re w  o f f  to  o n e  s id e  w h e r e , a fe w  
y a rd s  f r o m  th e  s tre a m , a  c lu m p  o f  b irc h  
s h a d e d  th e  p a th . A  le a p  c a r r ie d  h e r  h a l f -



You can have more money for things you 
need—a better job— bigger responsibility— 
congratulations and praise—by letting I .C .S . 
train you to succeed instead of standing still
Higher prices? Higher costs! Bigger taxes! You feel them too — 
because they leave LESS for necessities, L IT T L E  for luxuries! 
But YOU can have money for shoes, food, clothing, pleasure. 
Business and industry are still looking for men and women who 
can qualify for higher jobs. Not tomorrow, not the next day, but 
TODAY. With the right training you can name your own price. 
Why stay where you are?

TRAIN—TO GET TH ER E i .  c .  s. win .h o ,  you how
to  develop the shills and bidden talents within you, how to bring 
got your personality and self-force, all a part of you. Let these 
assets go to work for you — right away I *

THERE'S NO TRAINING LIKE I.C.S. TRAINING!

Stotfyat borne, wbat a relief!
No ncttl to go out And sit and listen. Study 
WHEN you want and W H ERE you want. 
Any time — no set hours. Do it  when you  
feel like it — and get MORE out of L  C. S. 
training I

Biqo .it builder of ite c tt iM  oa oorthl 41 i t  year — 
1,911.132 students to date. I . C . S. five* yoe the prac
tical plat the bedrock facta and theory. No aklmeilng 
or akliwplegt .

> P O A O S  
T O

S U C C E S S

LOOK W A T  
OTHERS SAT

Typica l of 
* thousands of 

letters from  
students

‘'Thanks !• I. C. 8. tralnlaf. ary salary has 
fceea increased 204%l" N. E.« Bellingham. 
Wash.

“ Mention af my I. C. 8. course alone opened 
a saw poeitien far mal” A. R. P„ geuth 
Gate. Calif.

“ I get a break over more experienced fellows 
because ol my I .C .S .  training.” M. D.. 
•uncock, N. H.

“ The I. C. 8. sauna marked a milestone ie 
my career.” J. R.. Philadelphia. Pa.

I .  C . S. offers yes S f  1 courses to chooss from — Is any and 
•very  fo ld . Every coarse trains yon for a bigger job and 
higher poy.

BIGGER JOB, HIGHER PAY,
HAPPIER FAMILY
AH this comes from qualifying yourself 
for the job above. It  takes training and 
skill. And the only place you can get 
them is out of yourself. Do something to 
make training and skill your allies.

W O M E N  — here’s your chance
I .  C. S. offers women many courses to 
qualify for better jobs, bigger responsi
bility, more pay, a brighter future.

m v-M A vy?
Don’t get jn  a rut. Qualify for bigger 
rating, higher pay. Start training today 
— be ready when the time comes.

Set started on the road to success. That means—send this coupon—it brings 
important information. Also free book "How to Succeed.”  j y w p j

| \ Bo* 3280- H, SCRANTON 9, PA.
\  D Pleaaa read ms Iras 36 page book. "How to Saxeed*

[ J l  - Piets# rush me try  booklet on career subject checked:

□ Accounting * MgmL
□  Automotive*
□  Chemical Engineering

□ Commercial Art
□  Drafting
D Electrical Engineering

□  High School
□  Mechanical Engineering 
Q Television & Rada J

Cdy State.
Employed tiy_ _P« itJo n _

•Meld tuition ntm h af Bm Armed Form. Canadian residents sand coupes ta IsUrnattonal Cafiapondeoca Schools Canadian, LM, Montreal, Canada



t SHORT STORIES
w ay u p  o n e  o f  th e  tru n k s  a n d  h e r  s h a rp  
d a w s  s e rv e d  to  d ra w  h e r  h ig h e r  u n til  sh e  
s e t t le d  in  a  c r o tc h  w h e r e  th e  la r g e s t  b ra n c h  
e m e r g e d , h e r  g ra y  f u r  b le n d in g  w ith  th e  
h u e  o f  th e  b a rk .

T h e n  th e  h o u rs  p a s s e d , s lo w ly , s e e m in g ly  
e n d le s s  as s h e  w a ite d , s t i l l in g  th a t  d e 
m a n d  f o r  fo o d  w h ic h  g r e w  e v e r  m o r e  in 
te n s e . A t  la s t  c a m e  a  so u n d , fa in t ,  d if fe r 
e n t  f r o m  th e  u s u a l fo r e s t  n o is e s . S h e  d re w  
h e r  f r o n t  p aw s fa r t h e r  b a c k  w h ile  th e  
m u s d e s  o f  h e r  h a u n c h e s  w o r k e d  in  s e r p e n 
t in e  fa s h io n  as sh e  b a la n c e d , re a d y , a n d  
h e r  h e a d  s a n k  lo w e r .

N o w  th e  so u n d  w as p la in e r ;  s o m e th in g  
was c o m in g  d o w n  th a t  g a m e  t r a i l ,  tro d  by  
m a n y  g e n e r a t io n s  o f  c a r ib o u  a n d  m o o se . 
T h e  ey es  o f  th e  ly n x  p e e r e d  b a c k  w h e n c e  
th e  t h in g  m u s t c o m e , a n d  a ro u n d  th e  b e n d  
in th e  p a th  a p p e a re d  a  m a n , m a c k in a w - 
c la d . A t  e a c h  s tr id e  th e  r if le  s w u n g  a h e a d  
a n d  b a c k w a rd  in  h is  h a n d  w ith  a  m o tio n  
o f  easy  fa m il ia r i ty ,  w h ile  h is  h ig h  la r r i -  
g a n s  a n d  g e n e r a l  a p p e a ra n c e  d is c lo s e d  h is  
o c c u p a tio n . P e te r  C h a d e a y n e  h a d  n o  s e c r e ts ; 
th e  fo r e s t  o w e d  h im  a l iv in g  a n d  h e  to o k  
i t  r u th le s s ly . H is  F r e n c h -C a n a d ia n  fa th e r  
h a d  so  ta k e n  it  b e fo r e  h im , as f o r  c e n 
tu r ie s  h a d  h is  C h ip p e w y a n  m o th e r 's  p e o 
p le . H e  c a m e  a n d  w e n t th r o u g h  th e  fo r e s t  
d e p th s , s i le n t  a n d  e v a s iv e , m e re ly  a n  a n im a l 
g i f te d  w ith  e x c e p t io n a l  in te l l ig e n c e .

T h e  ly n x  h u d d le d  c lo s e r  in to  th e  c ro tc h , 
p re p a re d  to  s p r in g , y e t h e s ita n t , a n d  th e  
m a n  p a sse d  se r e n e ly  u n a w a re  o f  th e  h u g e  
c a t  c ro u c h e d  a b o v e . A  l i th e  ju m p  c a rr ie d  
P e te r  C h a d e a y n e  a cro ss  th e  h o le  in  th e  ice. 
A s  h e  d is a p p e a re d  d o w n  th e  fo r e s t  p a th  
o n  th e  o th e r  s id e  th e  ly n x  le a p e d  fr o m  th e  
b r a n c h  a n d  h e r  n o s e  s o u g h t h is  fo o tp r in ts . 
T h e n  s h e , to o , c ro sse d  th e  s tre a m  an d  f o l 
lo w e d , s l in k in g  c a u tio u s ly  a lo n g .

A t  la s t sh e  c a m e  to  th e  c le a r in g  in  w h ic h  
w as th e  c a b in  o f  th e  m a n . A n o th e r  a n d  
s m a lle r  b u i ld in g  sto o d  s o m e  d is ta n c e  a p a r t , 
a n d  f r o m  it c a m e  o c c a s io n a l r u s t lin g s  an d  

ru n ts . T h e  ly n x  w o rk e d  a b o u t to  a l l  s id e s , 
e r  eyes f la m in g  w ith  a g r e e n is h  l ig h t  

w h ic h  re fle c te d  th e  h u n g e r  lu s t— y e t sh e  
w a ite d . A t  la s t  d u sk  b e g a n  to  c lo th e  th e  
c le a r in g  w ith  d im  s h a d o w s . T h e  d o o r  o f  
th e  c a b in  o p e n e d  a n d  P e te r  C h a d e a y n e  b o r e  
ft c ru d e  b a rk  p a il  f u l l  o f  d r ie d  fo d d e r  f r o m  
th e  sh a ck  to  th e  p e n  a t th e  re a r . T h r e e  h a l f

g r o w n  s h o a ts , h a iry  a n d  u g ly , fe d  e a g e r ly , 
w h ile  t h e  m a n  r e tu r n e d  to  th e  h o u s e , le a v in g  
th e m  in  th e  w a lle d  p e n  to  f in ish  th e  fo d 
d e r  b e f o r e  r e tu r n in g  to  lo c k  th e m  in  fo r  
th e  n ig h t .

A t  th e  e d g e  o f  th e  c le a r in g  th e  ly n x  
w a ite d , to r n  b e tw e e n  th e  im p u ls e  f o r  a  m a d  
ru sh  a n d  th e  c a u tio n  th a t  c o m m a n d e d  
d e la y  u n t il  c o m p le te  d a rk n e s s  ru le d . S lo w 
ly  s h e  e d g e d  c lo s e r , d r a w n  ir r e s is t ib ly , f ig h t
in g  d o w n  th e  a w fu l  h u n g e r  th a t  w a s  c o n 
q u e r in g  e v e ry  in s t in c t ,  e v e ry  le s s o n  o f  th e  
w ild . T h e  u rg e  b e c a m e  s tr o n g e r , m o r e  in 
s is te n t . A  r u s h , a w ild  le a p  a n d  th e  ly n x  
b a la n c e d  a to p  th e  w a ll  o f  lo g s  a n d  s to n e  
th a t  s u r ro u n d e d  th e  p e n . T h e  fo r e s t  a is le s  
e c h o e d  th e  f ie r c e  s c re e c h  o f  th e  k i l l e r  as 
s h e  la u n c h e d  o u t  w ith  e v e ry  d a w  u n 
s h e a th e d  a n d  la n d e d  o n  o n e  o f  th e  t e r 
r if ie d  sh o a ts .

IN S I D E  th e  c a b in  P e te r  C h a d e a y n e  h e a rd  
th a t  s c r e e c h  a n d  re a c h e d  f o r  h is  r if le . 

E v e n  b e f o r e  h e  r e a c h e d  th e  d o o r  th e  ly n x  
h a d  s c r a m b le d  u p  t h e  s id e  o f  th e  p e n , d r a g 
g in g  h e r  k i l l  a f t e r  h e r , a n d  w a s  d is a p p e a r in g  
in to  th e  fo r e s t .

F u r io u s , C h a d e a y n e  fo l lo w e d  th e  g r e a t  
c a t 's  t r a i l  in  th e  s n o w , e a s i ly  m a rk e d  b y  
th e  b r ig h t  re d  d a u b s  w h e r e  th e  l i f e  b lo o d  
o f  t h e  s h o a t  h a d  s p u r te d . B u t  th e  g r o w 
in g  d a rk n e s s  m a d e  i t  c o r r e s p o n d in g ly  d iff i
c u lt , a n d  a t la st P e te r  C h a d e a y n e  g a v e  it  
u p  a n d  w o rk e d  a b o u t l ik e  a h o u n d , b e n d 
in g  lo w  to  p e e r  a t  th e  m a rk s .

" S a r t a in ,  s h e  v e r ’ h o o n g r y , d a m n ! B r e e d 
in g  s e a s o n !” h e  m u tte r e d .

H is  ja w  s e t  g r im ly  as h e  c a r e fu lly  lo c k e d  
th e  o t h e r  sh o a ts  in  th e  p e n ; w h ile  in  th e  
f o r e s t  th e  ly n x  g o r g e d  o n  th e  d e lic io u s  th in g  
th a t  h a d  d r a g g e d  so  h e a v ily  o n  h e r  w a n 
in g  s tr e n g th . T h e n  sh e  re s te d  b e fo r e  r e 
s u m in g  h e r  w a y  u p w a rd  to  th e  c a v e  a t 
t h e  b a s e  o f  th e  p in e s . O c c a s io n a lly  sh e  
h a lte d  as th e  re m a in s  o f  th e  ca rc a ss  o f  th e  
s h o a t  tire d  h e r , a n d  a l l  h e r  c a u tio n  r e tu rn e d  
w h e n  s h e  n e a re d  th e  ro c k s . D e l ib e r a te ly  
s h e  a v o id e d  th e  s n o w -c o v e r e d  p a tc h e s  w h e re  
th e  w in d  h a d  n o t  c le a r e d  aw a y  a ll  th a t  
m ig h t  h o ld  s o m e  m a r k  o f  h e r  p a s s in g . 
C a r e fu l ly  sh e  d e to u r e d , w o r k in g  s lo w ly  
h ig h e r ,  a n d  f in a l ly  d is a p p e a re d  in to  th e  
h o l lo w , th e  e n tr a n c e  to  w h ic h  cu rv e d  in 
s id e  to  k e e p  o u t  th e  b la s ts  o f  th e  w in d .



I PREPARE YOU AT HOME FOR BIG PAY JOBS IN Y

H L E  V I S I O N  »eS o
_  WITHIN MONTHS!

AT NO EXTRA V.U9I 
YOU GET A ROUND TRU 

NEW Y O R K  CITY
y « 0 «  A H Y W H t « «  | 5 rJ lS d , M t l S o .  CP U J

q a E R H S Q S f s -

YOU BUILD M  
AND KEEP 
ALL THESE ̂  
UNITS S *
— INCUJDINO 110 SCREEN TV RECEIVER, 
ptu» lup»r-H«t Radio Rtctlvtr,
*-F. Signal Conorator, Combination i  
Voltm .t.r-Am m .r.r-Ohm m .t*f, *
C-W Telephone
R o c tlv o r ,  AC-OC I
F o w a r  S u p p ly .

Everything
Eurnlth.d M | S V | f V l
Including
All Tub.c. f f f - f l M A J n  C

EXTRA FEATURES THAT MEAN MORE MONET FOR TOUI
Thousands of now Job opportunities will bo available 
for you right in your own state, now that the govern* 
merit has lifted restrictions on new TV stations. My 
simple, successful methods can PREPARE YOU NOW to 
fake your place in America's booming TELEVISION 
ond Electronics industries . . .  help you get the success
?nd happiness that you always wanted out of life.

ou learn the practical, easy wav by using octvoi 
parts and equipment in the 13 big Rodio-TV kits I 
•end you, including a  COMPLETE TV RECEIVER. • ♦ 
yours to build and keep.
|R y  A d v a n c e d  T ra in in g  P r e p a r e s  Y ou F o r B e l ie f  J o b s  
Then, after you finish your training for a  position as 
D full-fledged TV Technician— whore you can write 
your own ticket ond choose from dozens of fascinat
ing careers— I don't stop there/ I continue to train 
you— AT NO EXTRA COST—to qualify far even better 
pay in the BETTER JOBS that demand FCC licenses. Advanced FM-TV Training

I lAf lFor Men Who Know Radioi yy | %,tsar*J<,b*
■  ■ COMPLETE theory end practical train* « 

In * course . . • complete with kit# 
b r  I I I  Including large screen TV receiver, f
FCC licama Coaching C ount Indudad FREE, -f- <

Mak. as much as $25.00 a w .sk  In your spar. tim . 
whit. looming-—rapairing Radia-TV rats. Many of my 
students pay for their entire training from spore time 
earnings almost from the very beginning . . .  start 
(heir own service business.
FREE EMPLOYMENT ASSISTANCE. My vocational adviser 
Will show you how you con have e  good-paying 
career In the locality of your choice.

IF ELIGIBLE UNDER NEW 
O. I. BILL (discharged 
after June 27, 1950)-  
CHECK COUPON BELOWI

M r. Leonard C. Lane, President 
RADIO-TELEVISION TRA IN IN G  ASSN.
16 2 9  Broadway, Radio City Station
New York 19. N . Y . Dept. Z-10 >
Dear Mr. Lane:

Mail me your N E W  FREE BOOK and SAMPLE |  
LESSON that will ihow me how 1 can make BIG  m  
MON EY in TELEVISION. I understand I am on- ■  
der no obligation and no salesman will call.
Name Age_________ m

;  f f t T i J S r n x . i s a r  s - s
Phong and Radio.”  

s -R a m  Prank So tor
fC . RCA, COS. Dumont, Philo*. , 
ind othgr load mg Arm*.

I am interested in: □  Radio-TV O  Advanced FM-TV S  
VETERAN S: U qualified under new G .I. BUI. check a  
here □  _ _  _  1

SET-UP YOUR OWN HOME LABORATORY 
WITH THE 15 BIG TELEVISION-RADIO 
KITS WE SEND YOU (At No Extra Cost)

MAIL COUPON  
TODAY

N O  SALESM AN  WILL CA LL!I GET MY GRADUATES GOOD PAYING JOBS

BOTH
FREE
New
Illustrated 
Book plus 
Sample 
l esson

1629 Broodw ay. Radio C ity  Station. N e^  York C ity  19, N. Y.

Approved as a Correspondence School 
under the laws of the State of New York

Address

City Zone State



8 SHORT STORIES
T h e  n e x t  m o r n in g  P e te r  C h a d e a y n e  fe d  

th e  o th e r  tw o  p ig s  a n d  lo c k e d  th e m  in  
c a r e fu lly , d e te r m in e d  th a t  n o  m a ra u d e r  
fr o m  th e  fo r e s t  s h o u ld  d u p lic a te  th e  fe a t  
o f  th e  s h e  ly n x . T h e n  h e  s o u g h t h e r  t r a i l .  
I t  w a s  c o m p a ra tiv e ly  c le a r  a n d  h e  fo l lo w e d  
fa s t  u n t il  i t  le d  u p  th e  s lo p e  o f  S t i l lh o u s e , 
w h e re  th e  ro ck y  r id g e  lo o m e d  d a rk  a n d  
a u s te re  f a r  a b o v e . F o r  h o u rs  h e  w o r k e d  
a m o n g  th e  ro c k s  w ith  r if le  c o n s ta n tly  re a d y , 
a n d  in  th e  c a v e  th e  ly n x  h e a r d  h im  a n d  
w a ite d  w ith  l ip s  d r a w n  b a c k . H e  e x a m in e d  
e v e ry  p a tc h  o f  s n o w  w ith in  th e  ra d iu s  o f  
h a l f  a  m ile  o f  th e  la s t  c le a r  m a r k  a n d  
s o u g h t e v e ry  p la c e  th a t  a p p e a re d  to  b e a r  
th e  fa in te s t  s e m b la n c e  o f  a  t r a i l  a m o n g  th e  
ro ck s  a n d  b o u ld e rs . A t  la s t  h e  g a v e  it  u p  
a n d  s ta r te d  b a c k  f o r  th e  c a b in , w h ile  in  th e  
c a v e  t h e  ly n x  d e v o u re d  a lm o s t  th e  e n tir e  
r e m a in in g  p a r t  o f  th e  s h o a t. T h a t  n ig h t  
fa in t  sq u e a ls  c a m e  fr o m  th e  ca v e  a n d  th r e e  
tin y  b o d ie s  n e s t le d  c lo s e  to  th e  s id e  o f  th e  
m o th e r  ly n x , w r ith in g  a b o u t as sh e  p a tie n tly  
c u r le d  c lo s e  to  w a r m  th e m .

T w o  d ays la te r  th e  la s t  o f  th e  s h o a t  w as 
g o n e  in  th e  c a v e  a n d  th 6  d ra in  o n  th e  ly n x , 
in  th e  fo r m  o f  th r e e  in s is te n t  m o u th s  th a t  
tu g g e d  c o n s ta n tly , c a lle d  fo r  s t r e n g th e n 
in g  fo o d . A t  d u sk  sh e  c r e p t  c a u tio u s ly  fo r th  
a n d  b o u n d e d  a w ay  fr o m  ro c k  to  ro c k , 
b a la n c in g  n ic e ly  a n d  a v o id in g  c o n ta c t  w ith  
th e  g r o u n d ; f o r  th e  s e c r e t m u s t b e  k e p t  
in v io la te  f r o m  p r y in g  n o s tr ils .  N o w  sh e  
w a ste d  n o  t im e  o n  th e  h u n t . I n  th a t  p e n  
w e re  o th e r  sh o a ts  as d e lic io u s  a n d  te n d e r  
as h ad  b e e n  th e  f ir s t  o n e , a n d  as e a sy  to  
k i l l .

S h e  re a c h e d  th e  c le a r in g  a n d  h a lte d , c i r 
c l in g  to  a l l  s id e s  to  te s t  th e  a ir . A l l  w as 
q u ie t , a n d  sh e  s to le  to  th e  b a se  o f  th e  
w a ll  a b o u t th e  p e n , c la m b e r e d  o v e r  a n d  
a p p r o a c h e d  tire  fa s te n e d  d o o r . F r o m  in s id e  
c a m e  th e  ra n k  o d o r  o f  l iv in g  p ig . H e r  
d a w s  c a u g h t in  th e  c ra c k  o f  d ie  o p e n in g  
as s h e  s c ra tc h e d  v a in ly , a n d  th e  p ig s  in s id e  
s n o r te d  in  f r ig h t .  A g a in  sh e  to re  a t  th e  o p e n 
in g , a n d  th e  s n o r ts  b e c a m e  lo u d e r , m in g lin g  
w ith  s q u e a ls  o f  f r ig h t .

S h e  h e a r d  a n o is e  f r o m  th e  d ir e c t io n  
o f  th e  c a b in . T h o s e  s q u e a ls  h a d  re a c h e d  
P e te r  C h a d e a y n e ’s e a rs  a n d  b r o u g h t  h im  
to  th e  d o o r  w ith  th e  r if le  th r o w n  fo r w a r d . 
S h e  h e a rd  h im  c o m in g  a n d  le a p e d  to  th e  
to p  o f  th e  w a ll .  I n  d ie  d im  l ig h t  f r o m

th e  e a r ly  m o o n  h e  saw  h e r  te n » e  b od y  
p o is in g  th e r e  a m o m e n t, c r o u c h in g  to  le a p  
o f f  in to  th e  s iia d o w s . T h e  r i f le ’s d in  r e 
e c h o e d  th r o u g h  th e  r e a d ie s , m in g l in g  w ith  
th e  s c r e e c h  o f  p a in  f r o m  th e  ly n x  as th e  
b u l le t  c l ip p e d  a  b i t  o f  h id e  o f f  o n e  f o r e 
le g  n e a r  th e  s h o u ld e r . S h e  ra c e d  a w ay  in to  
th e  n ig h t ,  h o m e w a rd  to w a rd  th e  d e n  a t 
th e  b a s e  o f  th e  p in e s .

T h e  l e g  s t if fe n e d  a n d  b e c a m e  so re  as 
sh e  s p r a w le d  in  th e  c a v e , l ic k in g  a t th e  
w o u n d  a n d  w il l in g ly  g iv in g  h e r  a l l  to  th e  
th r e e  t in y  th in g s  th a t  d ra in e d  h e r  v ita lity  
to  th e  u tm o s t. H e r  w h o le  b o d y  f a i r ly  a ch e d  
w ith  th e  in te n s e  h u n g e r  th a t  d ro v e  h e r  
fo r th  d ie  n e x t  n ig h t  to  l im p  d o w n  th e  s lo p e  
o n c e  m o r e  in  s e a r c h  o f  d ie  fo o d  th a t  N a tu r e  
d e m a n d e d . F o r  h o u rs  s h e  h u n te d , s l ip p in g  
th r o u g h  th e  b r u s h  l ik e  a  s i le n t  d e m o n , o n e  
th o u g h t  a lo n e  r u lin g  h e r  in s t in c t— to  k i l l .  
B u t  i t  w a s  a  v a in  q u e s t. O n c e  s h e  s ta r tle d  a 
f o x ,  b u t  h e r  a t te m p t  a t  th e  p o w e r fu l  le a p  
th a t  u s u a lly  s e r v e d  h e r  p u rp o s e  w a s  a 
s tu m b lin g  th in g , a n d  th e  f o x  e sc a p e d .

A S  T H E  sh a d o w s  b e g a n  to  re c e d e  f r o m  
t h e  to p  o f  S t i l lh o u s e  R id g e  to w a rd  th e  

h e a v ily  fo r e s te d  b o tto m s , sh e  tu rn e d  a n d  
re tra c e d  h e r  w a y  to  th e  c a v e  to  w a rm  a n d  
fe e d  th e  o f fs p r in g  f o r  th e  n o u r is h m e n t  
o f  w h ic h  sh e  w a s  g iv in g  u p  h e r  v e ry  l i f e .

O u ts id e  th e  sh a d o w s g a v e  w a y  to  a d u ll, 
g r a y is h  d ay . T h e n  th e  o v e r c a s t  sk y  o p e n e d  
a n d  d o w n  c a m e  th e  f ir s t  fla k e s  o f  th e  s to rm , 
d r iv in g  a n d  c u r l in g  o v e r  th e  r id g e . L a te  
th a t  a f te r n o o n  th e  w h ite  fa i l  ce a se d  a n d  
th e  w in d  d ie d  d o w n . T h e  m o th e r  ly n x  
p e e r e d  o u t, a n d  h e s ita te d . I t  w a s  s h e e r , 
d e s p e ra te  h u n g e r  th a t  d ro v e  h e r  fo r th  a t 
la s t . H e r  g r e a t  le a p  l e f t  th e  t e l l t a le  m a rk s  
a s  f a r  as p o s s ib le  f r o m  th e  e n tra n c e  to  th e  
ca v e , a n d  th r o u g h o u t  th e  lo n g  h o u rs  o f  
d a rk n e s s  s h e  p a d d e d  s ile n t ly  a m o n g  th e  
d e p th s .

O v e r  th e  r id g e s  to w a rd  th e  ea st th e  sky  
b e g a n  to  re v e a l a  l ig h t e r  h u e  as s h e  ca m e  
o u t  a t  th e  c le a r in g  in  w h ic h  s to o d  P e te r  
C h a d e a y n e ’s c a b in , a n d  th a t  te m p t in g  sh a c k  
in  w h ic h  w as th e  fo o d  s h e  cra v e d . C lo s e r  
a n d  c lo s e r  s h e  c r e p t  to  th e  b a se  o f  th e  
w a ll ,  d r o p p in g  m o re  o f  h e r  c a u tio n  a t  e a c h  
s te p . H e r  ey es  g lo w e d  c r u e lly  a n d  th e  
lo n g , h o o k e d  c la w s  w o rk e d  fo r th  f r o m  
th e  s h e a th in g  b e tw e e n  th e  to es . H e r
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J oan Wa d
JO A N 'S  C O T T A G E ,

2, Lanivet, Bodmin, Cornwall, England

w m  Aioo. wW c m b y  rovw w e t '

AS H EALER. One Lady writes! "My sister suffered very badly for years, but 
since I gave her a Joan the Wad to keep near her she is much easier. Do you think 
this is due to Joan or the water from the Lucky Well?"

AS LUCK BRINGER. Another writeei 
“Since the war my wife and I have been | 
dogged by persistent ill-luck and w« 
seemed to be sinking lower and lower.
One day someone sent us a Joan the 
Wad. We have never found out who it 
was, but, coincidence if you like, within 
a week I got a much better job and my 
wife had some money left her. Since 
then we have never looked back and, 
needless to say, swear by ‘Queen Joan'.”

bo YOU
e e u e v e  w

had scores of boy friends, but it was not until 
d Cornwall and taken Joan back with her that

AS MATCHMAKER, 
that she had
she had visited Cornwall and taken Joan 
she met the boy of her dreams, and as they got better ac 
quainted she discovered he also has “Joan the W ad." _

AS PRIZEW INNER. A young man wrote us only last week: “For two years 
I entered competitions without luck, but since getting Joan the Wad I have fre- 

been successful although I have not won a big prize. But I know thatquentlv 
, . , who, who won $5,600 in a competition haa one because I gave it to him. When 
he won hia $5,600 he gave me $280 for myself, so you see I have cause to blew 
'Queen Joan'."

Mrs. W ILSON , of Pel* 
mouth. s»yi. 19511 
Since receiving Joan the 
Wad . . • my huaband'a 
health haa improved 100% .

Mr. Jones of Cheltenham, aayi, 
1951:

Send me J .  O'Lantem. 
Since receiving Joan the Wad 
have won two 1st prizes in 
Crosswords . . . Jo h n  Bull and 
Sunday Cbronicl*.

J OA N  THE WAD
is  Q u e e n  o f  th e  L u c k y  C o r n 
ish  P isk e y s. T h o u s a n d s  o f 
p e rso n s  a ll o v e r  th e  w o rld  
c la im  th a t  sh e  h a s  b ro u g h t 
th e m  W o n d e r fu l  L u c k  in  
th e  w a y  o f  H e a lth , W e a lth  
an d  H a p p in ess.

AS SPECULATOR. A man
writes: “ I had some shares that 
for several years I couldn’t give 
away. They were 14 cent shares 
and all of a sudden they went up 
in the market to $1.10. 1 hap
pened to be staring at Joan the 
Wad. Pure imagination, you 
may say, but I thought I saw her 
wink approvingly. I sold out. 
reinvested the money at greater 
profit and have prospered ever 
since."

Ju s t  sen d  T w o  D o lla r  n o te s  
o r  an  In te rn a tio n a l M o n e y  
O r d e r  an d  a la rg e  se lf-ad d ressed  e n v e lo p e  to :

JO A N 'S  CO TTA G E, 2, LANIVET, BODMIN, CO RN W A LL. ENG.
and  I w ill sen d  y o u -b o th  H is to ry  and  M a s c o t.

s j[ J



10 SHORT STORIES
h a u n c h e s  g a th e r e d  a n d  s h e  g a in e d  th e  to p  
o f  th e  w a ll  l ik e  a  p r o je c t i le  f ire d  f r o m  a 
m o r ta r . T h e r e  s h e  c ro u c h e d  a n  in s ta n t  a n d  
le a p e d  to w a r d  th e  d o o r , u n m in d fu l  o f  th e  
h e a p  o f  b ru s h  b e fo r e  it .

A s  h e r  f o r e f e e t  la n d e d  o n  th a t  b ru s h  
th e r e  c a m e  a  w ild  s w ir l  o f  b r a n c h e s , a 
d a s h  o f  m e ta l  a n d  th e  ja w s  o f  th e  tr a p  
c a u g h t o n e  o f  h e r  p a w s. A  s h a rp  p a in  
s h o t  u p  h e r  l e g  a n d  s h e  h is s e d  a t  th e  
th in g  th a t  h a d  h e r  fa s t .  T e a r in g  a n d  p u ll 
in g  s h e  d re w  b a c k , tu g g in g  w ild ly  in  s p ite  
o f  th e  fr e s h  a g o n y  w h e r e  h e r  to e s  w e r e  
d u tc h e d  b y  th e  s h a rp  s te e l . B a c k  a n d  fo r th  
s h e  fo u g h t  m a d ly , b u t  th e  s ta p le  th a t  h e ld  
th e  c h a in  o f  th e  tr a p  w a s  d r iv e n  d e e p  in  th e  
p in e  p o st a t  th e  e d g e  o f  th e  d o o r . A  b e d la m  
o f  s q u e a ls  a n d  g r u n ts  c a m e  fr o m  th e  f r i g h t 
e n e d  sh o a ts  in  th e  p e n , a n d  d e s p e r a tio n  w as 
in  th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  ly n x  w h e n  s h e  h e a r d  th e  
g r im  o a th  o f  P e te r  C h a d e a y n e  f r o m  th e  
d ir e d io n  o f  th e  c a b in . B a c k w a r d  s h e  lu n g e d , 
d r a g g in g  th e  tr a p  u n t il  th e  c h a in  w a s  ta u t. 
H i e  p a in  o f  i t  w a s  m a d d e n in g  b u t  sh e  
s tr u g g le d  o n , a n d  a t la s t  th e  fle s h  g a v e  w ay . 
S h e  tu m b le d  in  a h e a p  a s  th e  to e s  to r e  
lo o s e , le a v in g  a  b i t  o f  b lo o d y  f u r  in  th e  
g r ip  o f  th e  s te e l  tr a p , b u t  s h e  c le a r e d  th e  
w a ll  a t  a  b o u n d , s p e e d in g  aw a y  to w a rd  th e  
b a se  o f  S t i l lh o u s e .

P e te r  C h a d e a y n e  r e g a rd e d  th e  tr a p  w ith  
its  g r im  r e l ic  o f  h e r  t r iu m p h  a n d  c u rse d  
e lo q u e n t ly . T h e n  h e  s m ile d  a n d  re tu rn e d  
to  th e  c a b in . A s  s o o n  as th e  sh a d o w s  g a v e  
w a y  to  d a y lig h t  in  th e  b o tto m s  h e  r e tu rn e d  
to  th e  p e n  a n d  to o k  u p  th e  t r a i l  in  th e  sn o w , 
th e  r if le  s w in g in g  e a g e r ly  in  h is  h a n d .

I t  w a s  p la in  e n o u g h  n o w , w h e r e  s h e  h a d  
s tu m b le d  a lo n g , l im p in g  s lo w ly . C l im b in g  
u p  a lo n g  th e  c r e s t  o f  th e  c l i f f  h e  f o l 
lo w e d , e m e r g in g  a t th e  o p e n  s p o t h e  h a d  
se a rc h e d  b e fo r e  w h e re  th e  ro c k s  n o w  ju t 
te d  th r o u g h  th e  s n o w . A n d  th e  ly n x , fo r c e d  
to  h a l t  f r e q u e n t ly  b y  th e  p a in , h e a r d  h im  
c o m in g .

A t  th e  e n tr a n c e  to  th e  c a v e  s h e  s to p p e d  
a n d  h e r  w o n d e r fu lly  k e e n  ey es sa w  h im  
f a r  b e lo w . B u t  sh e  d id  n o t  e n te r . In s te a d  
s h e  s lu n k  a ro u n d  th e  b a s e  o f  th e  b ig g e s t  
p in e  a n d  c la m b e r e d  la b o r io u s ly  u p , w e a r ily  
f ig h t in g  h e r  w a y  to  a  m a ss  o f  m a tte d  b o u g h s  
th a t  b e n t  u n d e r  h e r  w e ig h t , b u t  c o n c e a le d  
h e r . T h e r e  s h e  w a ite d  as P e te r  C h a d e a y n e

c a m e  c lo s e r , p ic k in g  h is  w a y  s lo w ly  in  th e  
d a n g e r o u s , s n o w -c o v e r e d  fo o t in g .

SH E  h a d  a tte m p te d  to  c r o s s  th e  ro ck y  
s p a c e  w ith o u t  le a v in g  tr a c k s , b u t  h e r  e f 

fo r ts  to  le a p  f r o m  ro c k  to  ro c k  h a d  r e 
s u lte d  in  a  s e r ie s  o f  f lo u n d e r in g  tu m b le s , 
a n d  a l l  w a s  p a th e t ic a lly  p la in . P e te r  
C h a d e a y n e ’s ja w s  w e r e  se t  g r im ly  as h e  
fo llo w e d . W h i l e  h e  w a s  s t i l l  s o m e  d is 
ta n c e  f r o m  th e  c a v e  th e  m u s c le s  o f  th e  
ly n x  te n s e d , h e r  c la w s  c a m e  o u t a n d  h e r  
l ip s  w r e a th e d  b a c k  in  a  s i le n t  s n a r l o f  
h a te . A t la s t  th e  m a n  s to p p e d  a n d  ra ised  
h is  ey es , lo o k in g  a h e a d . U n m is ta k a b ly  th e re  
w e r e  th e  m a rk s  o f  h e r  la s t  le a p , r ig h t  
in  th e  e n tr a n c e  to  th e  c a v e . H e  a d v a n ce d  
w ith  th e  r if le  re a d y  a n d  h a lte d , lo o m in g  
a b o v e  th e  c a v ity  th a t  w o u n d  u n d e r  th e  
ro c k s . A  s m ile  th a t  w a s  p a r t ly  s n e e r  c ro sse d  
h is  fe a tu r e s  a n d  h e  le a n e d  o v e r , g r a s p in g  
th e  f la t  e d g e  o f  o n e  o f  th e  to p  s to n e s . A s  
h e  p u lle d  i t  b a c k  th e  s o f t  fu r  a lo n g  th e  
s p in e  o f  th e  m o th e r  ly n x  in  th e  tr e e  
tw itc h e d , a n d  h e r  tu f te d  e a rs  f la tte n e d .

E v e n  as th e  m a n  s tr a ig h te n e d , h a l f  b e n t  
to  o n e  s id e  w ith  th e  r if le  th r u s t  u p w a rd , 
s h e  h u r t le d  th r o u g h  th e  a ir ,  a  te r r ib le  fo r ty  
p o u n d s  o f  th e  v e ry  e s s e n c e  o f  fu ry .

T h e  b u l le t  sp e d  h a r m le s s ly  h e a v e n w a r d  
w h ile  th e  r if le  c la tte r e d  o n  th e  s to n e s , a n d  
P e te r  C h a d e a y n e  c lu tc h e d  fr a n t ic a l ly  a t  
th e  b a se  o f  th e  s m a lle s t  p in e  a s  h e  lu n g e d  
to w a rd  th e  e d g e  o f  th e  c l i f f ,  o v e r b a la n c e d  
a n d  th r o w n  b a c k w a rd  b y  th e  t e r r i f ic  im - 

a c t o f  th a t  le a p . A  f r a c t io n  o f  a n  in s ta n t  
e  h u n g , h is  a rm s  th r e s h in g  w ild ly ;  th e n  

h e  d is a p p e a re d  o v e r  th e  e d g e  a n d  a  cry  o f  
te r r o r  c a m e  b a c k  u p  th e  s id e  o f  th e  c l i f f .

T h e  m o th e r  ly n x  c r o u c h e d  o n  th e  ro c k s , 
w a it in g , th e n  s tr a ig h te n e d  to  h e r  f u l l  
h e ig h t  a n d  su rv e y ed  th e  s lo p e  a b o v e  w h ic h  
o ld  S t i l lh o u s e  R id g e  lo o m e d  s o m b r e  a n d  
fo r b id d in g . A g a in  h e r  h e a d  w e n t  b a c k  
a n d  th e  d e f ia n t  b a t t le  c h a l le n g e  o f  h e r  
m o th e r h o o d  e c h o e d  s h r i l ly  d o w n  th e  re a c h e s . 
I n  th e  fo r e s t  n o th in g  s t ir r e d  a n d  sh e  
d ro p p e d  f r o m  th e  ro c k s  in to  th e  e n tr a n c e  o f  
th e  ca v e . A  w h im p e r in g  cry  r e a c h e d  h e r  
e a rs  a n d  sh e  d is a p p e a re d  w ith in ,  w h ile  f r o m  
in  b a c k  o f  th e  e a s te r n  c lo u d s  th e  s u n ’s w a rm  
ray s c a m e  w ith  th e ir  m e s s a g e  o f  th e  b e la te d  
s p r in g ’s im p e n d in g  a r r iv a l.



A L L URE . . .
with a

PERSONAL" TOUCH

EXCITING
PANTIES and NIGHTIE 
With Motto and Initials

There's "Sheer" magic in the breathtaking loveliness 
of the chantilly style black lace panties. Fetching and 
fascinating, you "wear your heart on your hip" with 
a daring, darling motto and personalized initials. The 
glorious nightie is on inspiring creation that beauti
fully combines clinging fine quality chiffon with del
icate peek-a-boo black lace. The accent is on lovely, 
lovely you in these glamorous "per
sonally yours" garments. Irresist
ible gifts that make you irresistible.

Nighties 
$8.95 ea. 
Panties 

$5.00 ea.

RUSH
COUPON

NOW A D D R E S S ......................................................................................................... ........................

C IT Y ..............................................................................  ZONE........... STATE

— ------ 1

QUALITY BAZAAR, 214 E. 49th St., New York 17, N. Y.
Please send me . . .  Nightie, . . .  Panties. Enclosed $ ...................check, cosh !
or money order, postage prepaid. Sorry, no C.O.D.

NIGHTIE— Color ................ .. Sizes: 32, 34, 36, 38, 40 f  circle size 1 I
PANTIES— Black Only, Sizes: Small, Medium, Large 1 desired J 

MOTTO ( ) I Love You I ) Forever Yours j
[Check One] ( ) Dangerous Curves ( ) No Trespassing

INITIALS

N i g h t ie  C o lo r s :

Black
Maize Lime 

Orchid Apricot 
Pink Blue 

Panties
in Black Only



A Mysterious House in the Mountains, Triple Guarded, 
and a God Bringing With It the Secrets o f the East

T h e  S ix  A rm s O f  S iv a

By WALTER C. BROWN

HA D  it n o t  b e e n  r a in in g  th a t  n ig h tm a r e  th a t  r a n  r a m p a n t in  C o lo n e l  
n ig h t , J o h n n y  C a r p c n  w o u ld  P o t te r m a x ’s h o u s e  o n  P o n t ic o  H i l l ,  iro n -  
n e v e r  h a v e  m e t th e  th r e e  l i t t le  ic a lly  e n o u g h  n a m e d  " D r e a m e r ’s R e s t ,” n o r  
b ro w n  m e n , n o r  b e e n  a b d u c te d  w o u ld  w e  e v e r  h a v e  le a r n e d  th e  in s id e  s to ry  
b y  th a t  m a d  a n d  h e a d s tr o n g  a d - o f  th e  C o lo n e l ’s t e r r i fy in g  a d v e n tu re  w ith  

v e n tu r e r , D a n ie l  J .  M e l lo d y . A n d  i f  th e s e  th e  " S i x  A r m s  o f  S iv a .” 
th in g s  h a d  n o t  h a p p e n e d  th e  w o r ld  to d a y  “ D a m n !” g r u m b le d  J o h n n y  t o  h im s e lf ,  
w o u ld  k n o w  n o th in g  o f  th e  u n b e lie v a b le  lo o k in g  o u t th e  p a n tr y  w in d o w  in to  th e

12
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s tr e a m in g  n ig h t .  T o  h is  l e f t  th e  r e v o lv in g  
g u id e - lig h t  o f  t h e  C a r i l lo n  F ly in g  F ie ld  
v a in ly  s tr u g g le d  to  p ie r c e  th e  h e a v y  a t 
m o s p h e r e . T h e  T r a n s c o n t in e n ta l  A r r o w , 
c ra c k  p a s s e n g e r  p la n e , h a d  c o m e  s w o o p in g  
d o w n  a fe w  m in u te s  b e fo r e ,  o v e r  a n  h o u r  
la te . I t  w as a  b a d  n ig h t  f o r  f ly in g .

J u s t  th e n  t h e  d o o r  o f  th e  " R e g a l  D i n e r ” 
s lid  b a c k  in  its  g r o o v e , th e  so u n d  o f  ra in  
w as d o u b le d , a n d  th e  th r e e  l i t t le  b ro w n  
m e n  g l id e d  in to  th e  s ta tio n a ry  lu n c h w a g o n . 
T h e ir  c o a ts  a n d  h a ts  w e re  d r ip p in g . T h e y  
sa t d o w n , a l l  in  a  ro w , t h e ir  fa c e s  l ik e  
b r o w n  m a s k s . N o t  o n e  o f  th e m  w as o v e r  
fiv e  f e e t  in  h e ig h t ,  a n d , to  J o h n n y ’s eyes, 
th e y  w e r e  as a l ik e  as th r e e  p e a s  in  a p o d .

T h e  m id d le  o n e , w 'ho s e e m e d  to  b e  th e  
le a d e r , n o d d e d  to  Jo h n n y , th e n  g ra v e ly  
s tu d ied  th e  m e n u  c a r d s , fa s te n e d  to  th e  
re a r  w a ll . T h e  o th e r  tw o  s ta re d  s tr a ig h t  
a h e a d , fa c e s  v a c a n t as r o b o ts ’ . " N a s ty  
w e a th e r , o u ts id e ,” J o h n n y  re m a rk e d  
c h e e r fu lly . " H o w  a b o u t s o m e th in g  h o t—  
so m e  n ic e  h a m b u r g e r , w ith  f r ie d  e g g s , r o lls  
an d  c o f fe e ? "

T h r e e  p a ir s  o f  ey es s lid  a ro u n d  to  h im  
w ith  a c u r io u s  m o v e m e n t th a t  g a v e  h im  a  
q u e e r , t in g l in g  s e n s a t io n  a lo n g  h is  s p in e , 
as i f  a  c o ld  w in d  h a d  s u d d e n ly  b lo w n  o n  
h im . T h e  ra in  d ru m m e d  fu r io u s ly  o n  th e  
t in  r o o f ,  th e  l ig h ts  in  th e  d in e r  se e m e d  
to  ta k e  o n  a n  u n n a tu r a l b r il l ia n c y .

" T e a ,  p le a s e !” th e  s p o k e s m a n  o rd e re d , 
an d  th e  s ib ila n t  " s ” w a s  l ik e  th e  fa b le d  
h is s in g  o f  t h e  s n a k e . S o  th e  th r e e  l i t t le  
b ro w n  m e n  s a t  th e r e  a n d  g u lp e d  d o w n  
p r o d ig io u s  q u a n t it ie s  o f  s c a ld in g  h o t  te a , 
s tr o n g , b it te r ,  u n s w e e te n e d . C e r ta in ly  p r o 
sa ic , i f  p e c u lia r , n o u r is h m e n t  f o r  th e  a v e n g 
in g  m e s s e n g e rs  o f  a n  o u tr a g e d  g o d  to  p a r 
ta k e  o f  in  a  l i t t l e  y e llo w  d in e r  n e a r  th e  
C a r il lo n  A ir p o r t  o n  a ra in y  n ig h t  in  S e p 
te m b e r .

CA R P E N  d id n ’t k n o w  u n til  la te r  th a t  
fa c in g  h im  a t th a t  m o m e n t  w e re  th r e e  

o f  th e  d re a d e d  " S i x  A r m s  o f  S iv a ,” c o m e  
th o u sa n d s  o f  m ile s  to  w r e s t  b a c k  fr o m  
th a t  re c k le s s  a d v e n tu re r , M e llo d y , th e  
p r ic e le s s  th in g  h e  h a d  m a d e  o f f  w ith , a n d  
fled  w ith  h a l f  th e  c ir c le  o f  th e  g lo b e . C a r p e n  
d id n ’t k n o w  a n y th in g  a b o u t S iv a , H in d u  
g o d  o f  v e n g e a n c e  a n d  d e s tr u c tio n , a n d  h a d  
n e v e r  la id  ey es  o n  M e llo d y , b u t h e  h a d

h e a rd  s to r ie s  a b o u t C o lo n e l  P o t te r r  la x  a n d  
" D r e a m e r ’s R e s t ,” a n d  th o s e  p e c u lia r , a n d  
n o t  v ery  sa v o ry .

Jo h n n y 's  s tr a n g e  v is ito r s , h a v in g  d ru n k  
th e ir  te a  in  s i le n c e , ro se  to  g o . C a r p e n ’s 
ey es  h a d  o p e n e d  w h e n  h e  n o tic e d  th a t  th e  
f in g e r n a ils  o n  e a c h  o f  th e  r ig h t  h a n d s  w e re  
a  v iv id  s c a r le t , th o s e  o n  th e  l e f t  h a n d s  b e 
in g  o f  n a tu ra l c o lo r . H is  ey es o p e n e d  
a  b it  w id e r  w h e n  th e  m id d le  b ro w n  m a n  
p u lle d  a  h a n d fu l  o f  g o ld  c o in s  fr o m  h is  
p o c k e t  a n d  te n d e r e d  a f iv e -d o lla r  g o ld  p ie c e . 
H e  b o b b e d  p o li te ly  o v e r  th e  c h a n g e , l e f t  
n o  t ip , a n d  th e  th r e e  l i t t le  m e n  w e n t n o is e 
le s s ly  b a c k  in to  th e  n ig h t  a n d  ra in .

C a r p e n  w a tc h e d  th e m  g o , w ith  a s h ru g . 
V is i to r s ,  h o w e v e r  s tra n g e , a ro u sed  n o  m o re  
th a n  a p a s s in g  c u r io s ity  in  h im . M u n c h in g  
a  l e f t -o v e r  c o f fe e  c a k e , h e  c o u n te d  o v e r  th e  
d a y ’s re c e ip ts . T h e n  h e  drew ' a c u p  o f  
c o f fe e  f o r  h im s e lf ,  a n d  w as ju s t  l ig h t in g  h is  
p ip e  w h e n  th e  d o o r  s lid  o p e n  a g a in  an d  
fo u r  m e n  tra m p e d  in , c u r s in g  th e  n ig h t 's  
w e a th e r .

A s  th e y  l in e d  u p  o n  th e  s to o ls  a t th e  
c o u n te r , J o h n n y  sa w  th e  b u tt  o f  a g u n  
s t ic k in g  o u t f r o m  a s h o u ld e r  h o ls te r  u n d e r 
o n e  m a n ’s c o a t , a n d , lo o k in g  o v e r  th e  
to u g h , h a r d -b it te n  fa c e s  ra n g e d  b e fo r e  h im , 
r e s ig n e d  h im s e l f  to  a  s tic k -u p . H e  had  
b e e n  h e ld  u p  b e fo r e , b u t  h e  k e p t  n o  g u n  
in  th e  w a g o n . H e  d id  h a v e  a  h a n d y  w e a 
p o n  in  th e  fo r m  o f  a lo n g  w r e n c h  h id d e n  
u n d e r  th e  c o u n te r , an d  h a d  o n c e  a v e rte d  
a h o ld -u p  b y  b r e a k in g  th e  m a n ’s a rm  w ith  
i t ,  b u t  w ith  a  q u a r te tte  o f  th is  c a l ib e r  to  
d e a l w ith , h e  f e l t  th a t  i t  w o u ld  b e  fo lly  to  
o f fe r  r e s is ta n c e .

T h e s e  n ig h t  p ro w le r s  w e re  h u n g ry , and  
g a v e  a  s u b s ta n tia l  o r d e r . W h i l e  C a r p e n  
g o t  t h e  s to v e  g o in g , a n d  ra tt le d  h is  p o ts  
a n d  p a n s  a b o u t, th e y  ta lk e d  to g e th e r  in  
lo w  to n e s  o v e r  s te a m in g  cu p s  o f  c o f fe e , 
m a d e  m o r e  p o te n t  b y  a  g o o d ly  s p la sh  in to  
e a c h  cu p  f r o m  a  s ilv e r  h ip -f la s k , p assed  
f r o m  h a n d  to  h a n d . F r o m  s tra y  w o rd s  
a n d  p h r a se s  th a t  d r i f te d  in to  th e  p a n try  
J o h n n y  g a th e r e d  th a t  th e ir  c a r  h a d  s le w e d  
o f f  th e  w 'et ro a d  in to  a m u d d y  g u lly , and  
th e y  h a d  b e e n  o b lig e d  to  g e t  o u t in  th e  
r a in  a n d  to w  it  c le a r  a g a in  b y  h a n d . C a r- 
p e n  a v a ile d  h im s e l f  o f  th e  c h a n c e  t o  d rop  
m o s t  o f  h is  m o n e y  in to , a tra sh  b o x , le a v in g  
o n ly  th e  c o in s  in  h is  p o c k e t .
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W h e n  h e  h a d  s e rv e d  th e  v a r io u s  o r d e rs  

a n d  r e p le n is h e d  th e  c o ffe e  cu p s  h e  re tire d  
to  h is  s to o l a n d  to o k  u p  p ip e  a n d  p a p e r  
a g a in . I f  it  w as to  b e  a  s t ic k -u p , Jo h n n y  
k n e w  h e  w a s  p r o p e r ly  c o r n e r e d , a n d  th e r e  
w o u ld  b e  n o  se n se  in  g iv in g  th e m  an  e x 
c u se  to  m a n h a n d le  h im  w h ile  th e y  w e re  
a b o u t it . T h e  w r e n c h  w o u ld  n o t  b e  o f  
m u c h  u se  a g a in s t  fo u r  d e te r m in e d  m e n . 
S o  h e  re m a in e d  o u tw a rd ly  u n c o n c e r n e d , b u t 
w h ile  th e y  w e re  b u sy  e a t in g  h e  o b s e rv e d  
th e m  m o r e  c lo s e ly .

TH E Y  w e r e  n o t  as p o o r ly  d re ss e d  as 
h e  h a d  at f ir s t  im a g in e d . R a in -s o a k e d  

c lo th in g  a n d  th e  s tr u g g le  w ith  th e  d itc h e d  
c a r  w o u ld  a c c o u n t f o r  th a t  f irs t  im p re s s io n . 
N e v e r th e le s s , tw o  o f  th e  fo u r  w e re  ju s t  
p la in  th u g s , s tr o n g -a r m  m e n  w ith  h e a v y , 
c o a r se  fe a tu re s , th ic k  h a n d s , h a rd  ey es . T h e  
th ir d  m a n  h a d  a  d a sh  a n d  s w a g g e r  th a t 
th e  o th e r s  la c k e d . H e  h a d  b lo n d  h a ir ,  
d e a r c u t ,  in te l l ig e n t  fe a tu r e s , a n d  s le n d e r  
h a n d s . H is  n a m e  a p p e a re d  to  b e  " S a m ,” 
b u t h e  w as a ls o  a d d re sse d  as " D i g g e r .”

B u t  it  w as th e  fo u r th  m a n  w h o  c la im e d , 
a n d  m e r ite d , m o s t  a t te n t io n . T h i s  w a s  a 
t a l l ,  w iry , p a r t ia l ly  b a ld  b u c c a n e e r , w ith  
a  fa c e  sc a rre d  a n d  se a m e d  a n d  w e a th e r 
w o rn  as a n  o ld  s h ip ’s f ig u r e h e a d . B u s h y  
b ro w s  o v e r  ey es o f  f r o z e n  b lu e -g r a y . A  
m o u th  th a t  w as n o th in g  b u t  a  h a rd , s tr a ig h t  
l in e .  T h e r e  w a s  a n  in te n s e , c o i le d  p o is e  
a b o u t h im  th a t w as l ik e  a  c r o u c h in g  m e n 
a ce . " D i g g e r ” a d d re sse d  h im  as " D a n , ” to  
th e  o th e r  tw o  h e  w as " M e l lo d y .” W h e n  
h e  tu rn e d  th a t  f r ig id  g a z e  o f  h is  o n  C a r -  
p e n , J o h n n y  f e l t  i t  d r i l l  th r o u g h  a n d  
th r o u g h  l ik e  a n  ir o n  h a n d  r e a c h in g  u p  in to  
h is  in n e r m o s t  th o u g h ts . T h i s  w o u ld  b e  a  
h a rd  m a n  t o  l ie  to , J o h n n y  th o u g h t  to  
h im s e l f .

" T h a t  c e r ta in ly  h i t  th e  s p o t ,” S a m  r e 
m a rk e d  as h e  f in is h e d  h is  fo o d  a n d  d ra in e d  
h is  s e c o n d  cu p  o f  c o f fe e . " F i l l  i t  u p  
a g a in .” H e  p u sh e d  th e  c u p  a cro ss  th e  
c o u n te r , g la n c e d  a t th e  c lo c k  a n d  tu rn e d  
to  M e llo d y . " W e ’v e  g o t  n e a r ly  a n  h o u r  
y e t, a n d  w ith  th is  w e a th e r  B u l l  w ill  p r o b 
a b ly  b e  b e h in d  s c h e d u le .”

T h e  tw o  g u n m e n  w e r e  s t i l l  s to lid ly  e a t 
in g , b u t  th ey  k e p t  an  e y e  o n  C a r p e n , ju s t  
th e  s a m e . B y  th a t  t im e  J o h n n y  h a d  m a d e  
th e  a d d it io n a l d is c o v e ry  th a t  e v e ry  o n e

o f  th e  fo u r  w a s  a rm e d . D ig g e r  to o k  th e  
re f i l le d  c u p  a n d  p u sh e d  i t  a lo n g  th e  c o u n te r  
to  a  n e w  se a t, ju s t  in  f r o n t  o f  J o h n n y ’s 
s to o l, a  l i t t le  re m o v e d  f r o m  th e  o th e r s . 
H e  l i t  a  c ig a r , a n d  w h e n  i t  w as d r a w in g  
to  h is  s a t is fa c t io n , r e la x e d  th a t  c r u e l m o u th  
o f  h is  in to  w h a t w as in te n d e d  f o r  a  s m ile  
a n d  s a id , " T h o u g h t  k  w a s  a  s t ic k -u p , d id n ’t 
y o u , y o u n g  f e l l o w ? ”

ME L L O D Y ,  l is te n in g , c h u c k le d , b u t 
th e r e  w a s  n o  m ir th  in  th e  so u n d , 

as h e  m a d e  it . D ig g e r ’s f r a n k n e s s  w as d is 
c o n c e r t in g  b u t  n o t  d is a r m in g . " W e l l ,  it  
w o u ld n ’t b e  th e  f ir s t  t i m e ,” C a r p e n  a n 
s w e re d  d r i ly , w a k in g  f o r  th e  c a t  to  ju m p .

S a m  d is re g a rd e d  n is  c o m p a n io n s , s tu d y 
in g  th e  m a n  b e f o r e  h im  th r o u g h  a  h a z e  
o f  s m o k e . " B e e n  a t  th is  r a c k e t  l o n g ? ” h e  
in q u ir e d  a b ru p tly . " Y o u  d o n ’t  lo o k  th e  
ty p e . Y o u r  g r u b ’s g o o d , a n d  th e  p la c e  is 
c l e a n .”

C a r p e n  p u t h is  p a p e r  a s id e  a n d  h itc h e d  
th e  s to o l c lo s e r  to  th e  c o u n te r . H e  f e l t  
M e l lo d y  w a tc h in g  h im . I f  th is  b lo n d  f e l 
lo w  w a n ts  to  y a m  a  b it ,  h e  th o u g h t , it  
w o n ’t  h u r t  to  h u m o r  h im .

" I  h a v e n ’t  h a d  th is  p la c e  v e ry  l o n g ,” h e  
a n s w e re d . " I  h a d  a  jo b  o u t o n  th e  C o a s t, 
b u t  I  lo s t  i t  w h e n  th in g s  s ta r te d  to  c ra s h  
a n d  c a m e  b a c k  E a s t  to  g e t  a  f r e s h  s ta r t . 
O n  th e  w a y  I  p ic k e d  u p  a  l i t t le  c h a n g e  
w o r k in g  in  re s ta u r a n ts . T h a t ’s h o w  I  
p ic k e d  u p  th e  b u s in e s s , a n d  w h e n  I  g o t  
h o m e  a g a in  I  ju s t  n a tu r a lly  s tu c k  to  th e  
s a m e  l in e .  O n e  n ig h t  I  g o t  lu c k y  in  a 
c ra p  g a m e  a n d  b o u g h t  o u t th e  G r e e k  I ’d 
b e e n  w o r k in g  f o r — -th a t is , I  g a v e  h im  a 
g o o d  d o w n  p a y m e n t .”

" A r e  y o u  m a k in g  o u t  a l l  r ig h t ? ” D i g 
g e r ’s s m ile  re v e a le d  tw o  g o ld  te e th .

J o h n n y  s h r u g g e d . " F a i r  e n o u g h . M o n 
e y ’s n o t  g r o w in g  o n  tre e s  th e s e  d a y s .” H e  
w a v ed  h is  h a n d  a ro u n d  w ith  q u ie t  p r id e . 
" W h e n  I ’m  a l l  p a id  u p  i t ’l l  b e  a ll  r ig h t . 
I t ’s n o t  a  b a d  s ta n d , h e re  a t  th e  A ir p o r t .  
W h e n  I  g e t  t ir e d  o f  i t ,  I  c a n  a lw a y s  se ll  
o u t  a n d  m o v e  o n .”

" Y o u  k e e p  o p e n  th is  la te  e v e ry  n ig h t ? ” 
" I  d id n ’t  f e e l  l ik e  g o in g  o u t a n d  g e t t in g  

a  s o a k in g ,” Jo h n n y  e x p la in e d . " I t ’s a  lo n g  
ja u n t  b a c k  to  m y  ro o m  in  to w n . O f  co u rse  
i t  d o e s n ’t  p ay  to  k e e p  o p e n  th is  la te  a l l  
th e  t im e . T h e  A r r o w  is th e  la s t  r e g u la r
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p la n e  to  c o m e  in — h a l f  p a s t  te n — b u t it w as 
a n  h o u r  la te  to n ig h t .  O n  a c c o u n t o f  th e  
s to r m , I  g u e s s .”

" D o  y o u  g e t  m u c h  b u s in e s s  f r o m  th e  
p a s s e n g e r s ? "  th e  s m il in g  b u t  in s is te n t  in 
q u is it io n  c o n t in u e d . J o h n n y  b e g a n  to  w o n 
d e r  w h a t w as th e  p u rp o s e  b e h in d  a ll  th e s e  
q u e s t io n s .

. ' 'W e l l ,  y es  a n d  n o . M y  r e g u la r  c u s to m 
ers  a re  th e  m e c h a n ic s  a n d  f ie ld -h e lp e r s , a n d  
th e r e  a re  q u ite  a  fe w  o f  th e m , b u t  I  d o  
g e t  s o m e  o f  th e  p a s s e n g e rs . T h i s  a i r 
p o r t ’s b u sy  d ay  a n d  n ig h t ,  a lm o s t  l ik e  
a  ra ilr o a d  s ta t io n . P e o p le  w h o  n e v e r  g e t  
o u t h e re  d o n ’t k n o w  h o w  m u c h  a ir  tra v e l 
th e r e  is . A l l  s o rts  o f  p e o p le  u se  p la n e s  
n o w a d a y s , a n d  th in k  n o th in g  o f  it . W h y  
ju s t  to n ig h t  I  h a d  th r e e  p a s s e n g e rs  f r o m  th e  
A r r o w — fo r e ig n e r s  o f  s o m e  k in d , q u e e r  
l i t t le  b r o w n  m e n , n o t  o v e r  so  h ig h . T h e y  
p a id  m e  f r o m  a  p o c k e t fu l  o f  g o ld  p ie c e s . 
Im a g in e  t h a t .”

SA M ’S  c ig a r  p a u se d  in  m id a ir . M e l lo d y  
w as lo o k in g  w ith  a  p e c u lia r  in te n tn e s s , 

a n d  Jo h n n y  w a s  a w a r e  th a t  th e  o th e r s  h a d  
s to p p e d  e a t in g  a n d  th a t  a l l  ey es  h a d  s w u n g  
a ro u n d  to w a rd  h im  in  im m e d ia te  a n d  u n a n i
m o u s in te r e s t , ju s t  as h a d  th e  l i t t le  b r o w n  
m e n 's .

" T h a t ’s— v e ry — in te r e s t in g !” M e l lo d y ’s 
je r k y , e x p lo s iv e  v o ic e  m a d e  C a r p e n  lo o k . 
H e  saw  th a t  o n e  s id e  o f  th e  m a n 's  f a c e  w as 
tw itc h in g . M e l lo d y  le a n e d  s id e w a y s . " J o e  
— B i l l — ta k e  a  lo o k  o u ts id e — se e  i f  th e  
r a in ’s g e t t in g  in to  o u r  ig n i t io n .”

T h e  tw o  g u n m e n  tu rn e d  aw ay  f r o m  th e  
c o u n te r  w ith o u t a  w o rd  a n d  w e n t o u t , 
h a n d s  s te a lin g  to w a rd  th e  h id d e n  g u n s . T h e  
d o o r  s lid  s h u t  b e h in d  th e m . S a m  h a d  r e 
c o v e r e d  h is  p o is e , a n d  w a s  c a lm ly  d r a w in g  
o n  h is  c ig a r , " A b o u t  th o s e  fe l lo w s  y ou  
ju s t  m e n t io n e d ,” h e  c o n t in u e d . " J a p s ?  M a y 
b e M e x ic a n s ? ”

J o h n n y  s h o o k  h is  h e a d .
" F i l i p i n o s ? ”
" I  c o u ld n ’t  s a y ,"  J o h n n y  a n s w e re d , w o n 

d e r in g  w h y  th e  re p o r te d  p r e s e n c e  o f  th o s e  
th r e e  b r o w n  m e n  s h o u ld  p ro v e  so  u p s e t
t in g , f o r  th e s e  m e n  h a d  b e e n  g e n u in e ly  
s ta r t le d . J o h n n y  c o u ld  s e n se  th e  in n e r  
te n s e n e s s  th a t  h a d  s p ru n g  u p  a t h is  ca su a l 
w o rd s .

" H o w  d o  y o u  k n o w  th e y  c a m e  b y  p la n e ? "

S a m  q u e r ie d , w ith  a  q u ic k  g la n c e  a t th e  
c lo c k .

" O n e  o f  th e m  h a d  th e  t ic k e t  s tu b s  s t ic k 
in g  o u t  o f  h is  o v e r c o a t  p o c k e t . I  see  th o s e  
s tu b s  a l l  th e  t im e , a n d  k n o w  th e  d if fe r e n t  
c o lo r s .  T h e s e  w e r e  f r o m  C h ic a g o .”

" Y o u  say  th e r e  w as s o m e th in g  o d d  a b o u t 
th e s e  f e l lo w s ? ” M e l lo d y  ra s p e d  in  h is  u n 
p le a s a n t  v o ic e .

" A l l  th e y  d r a n k  w a s  te a , b it te r  te a , a n d  
— o h , y es, th e ir  f in g e r  n a i ls  w e re  re d , l ik e  
b lo o d ,"  J o h n n y  b lu r te d  o u t, h e lp fu lly .

D ig g e r  a n d  M e l lo d y  e x c h a n g e d  a q u ic k  
lo o k . " R i g h t  o r  l e f t  h a n d s ? "

" R i g h t ,  I  th in k . Y e s ,  r i g h t .”
M e llo d y  n o d d e d  g lo o m ily . Jo h n n y  saw  

th a t  h is  fa c e  w a s  tw itc h in g  a g a in , b u t  n o t 
w ith  f e a r .  A t  th a t  m o m e n t  t h e  m a n ’s s to n y  
fa c e  lo o k e d  as d e a d ly  as a h o o d e d  c o b ra , 
s w a y in g  f o r  th e  s tr ik e .

S a m  sat d r u m m in g  h is  fin g e rs  o n  th e  
c o u n te r . " D o  y o u  k n o w  th e  ro a d s  a ro u n d  
th is  s e c t io n  w e l l? ” h e  q u e r ie d , o f f  o n  a 
f r e s h  ta c k .

C a r p e n  n o d d e d . " I  w as b o rn  in  th is  
p la c e . I t  w a s  ju s t  a  s m a ll  to w n , th e n .”

" D i d  y o u  e v e r  h e a r  o f  a h o u s e  c a lle d  
'D r e a m e r ’s R e s t ’? ”

" O h ,  s u re . T h a t ’s C o lo n e l  P o t te r m a x ’s 
p la c e . I t ’s o n  th e  o t h e r  s id e  o f  th e  c ity , 
a n d  ’w ay  b a c k  in  th e  h i l ls .  I t ’s b u ilt  o n  
th e  to p  o f  o n e  o f  th e m , P o n t ic o  H i l l ,  and  
a  h a r d  p la c e  to  fin d  u n le s s  y ou  k n o w  
th e  r o a d s .”

D ig g e r  w as g a z in g  s tr a ig h t  in to  J o h n n y ’s 
ey es . " W e ’v e  g o t  to  m a k e  a d e liv e ry  up  
th e r e  t o n ig h t ,” h e  s a id . " J o e — o u r  d r iv e r ,"  
h e  je r k e d  h is  th u m b  v a g u e ly , " i s  su p p o sed  
to  k n o w  h is  w ay  a ro u n d  th is  s e c t io n , b u t 
h e 's  m a d e  a  d o z e n  w r o n g  tu r n in g s  a lre a d y . 
T h e  la s t  t im e  h e  p u t u s  in  a  d itc h . W e  
c a n ’t w 'aste an y  m o re  t im e  d r iv in g  a ro u n d  
in  th e  d a r k . H o w  a b o u t c lo s in g  u p  and  
c o m in g  a lo n g  w ith  us to  sh o w  th e  w ay? 
T h e r e ’ll  b e  a  te n -s p o t  in  it f o r  y o u .”

J o h n n y  h e s ita te d . I t  w as an  easy  w ay 
to  e a rn  te n  d o lla r s , b u t  o n  th e  fa c e  o f  it 
th e r e  w as s o m e th in g  m o re  th a n  a l i t t le  
q u e e r  a b o u t th is  " d e l iv e r y "  to  a re m o te  
p la c e  l ik e  " D r e a m e r ’s R e s t "  in  th e  m id d le  
o f  th e  n ig h t .  I t  w as c o m m o n  lo ca l k n o w l
e d g e  th a t  C o lo n e l  P o tte r m a x  w e lc o m e d  n o  
v is ito r s , e i th e r  b y  d ay  o r  b y  n ig h t . H e  
h a d , in d e e d , a d o p te d  r a th e r  e x tr a o r d in a r y
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m e a n s  to  p r o te c t  h im s e l f  a g a in s t in tru s io n s . 
S o m e  sa id  i t  w as fe a r  o f  th ie v e s , ' 'D r e a m 
e r ’s R e s t ” h o u s in g , as i t  d id , th e  w o r ld -  
fa m o u s  c o l le c t io n  o f  O r ie n ta l ia  to  w h ic h  
C o lo n e l  P o tte r m a x  h a d  d e v o te d  a  l i f e t im e  
o f  e f fo r t  a n d  a  c o n s id e r a b le  fo r tu n e . O th e r s  
a ss ig n e d  le ss  r e p u ta b le  m o tiv e s  to  th e  e c c e n 
t r ic  C o lo n e l .

DI G G E R  tu rn e d  to  M e llo d y . " I ’ l l  b e t 
h e  th in k s  w e ’v e  g o t  a  lo a d  o f  w e t 

g o o d s  f o r  th e  C o lo n e l ,” h e  b a n te r e d  w ith  
h e a v y  g e n ia l ity . M e llo d y  a n sw e re d  p e e v 
ish ly , " L e t ’s c u t  o u t  th e  s p a r r in g  a n d  g e t  
d o w n  to  ca se s . I ’l l  h a n d le  th is  f e l l o w .” 

" T a k e  i t  easy , D a n ,” S a m  c o u n s e le d . 
" W e  d o n ’t  w a n t th e  C o lo n e l  to  d o  an y  
s q u a w k in g  a b o u t th e  w ay  w e  h a n d le d  th e  
la s t  c o u p le  o f  m ile s  o f  th is  t r ip .”

" L e t  th e  C o lo n e l  w o rry  a b o u t t h a t ,” M e l 
lo d y  g r o w le d . " Y o u  h e a rd  w h a t w as sa id . 
T h o s e  fe l lo w s  b e a t  us h e r e  b y  a n  h o u r . 
T h a t  lo o k s  b a d — lo o k s  as i f  th e y  k n e w  
s o m e th in g . I f  th e y  d o , w e  m a y  h a v e  p le n ty  
o f  tr o u b le  g e t t in g  th r o u g h . L e t ’s g e t  g o 
in g  a n d  g e t  it  o v e r  w ith — n o w . I ’v e  n o  
m in d  f o r  d r iv in g  a ro u n d  th e  re s t  o f  th e  
n ig h t  in  th e  ra in  lo o k in g  f o r  ’D r e a m e r ’s 
R e s t . ’ A  p la c e  as lo n e ly  as th a t ,  a n d  n o  
te le p h o n e . T h e  m a n ’s e i th e r  c ra z y  o r  a 
f o o l ! ”

J o h n n y  C a r p e n  b r o k e  in  w ith  h is  o b je c 
t io n s . ” 1 w o u ld n ’t m in d  m a k in g  a n  e x tr a  
te n -s p o t ,” h e  sa id , " b u t  e v e n  i f  w e  ro d e  
a ll  th e  w ay  u p  to  P o n t ic o  H i l l  y o u  c o u ld n ’t 
g e t  n e a r  th e  h o u s e . T h e r e ’s a  d o u b le  fe n c e  
o f  b a rb e d  w ir e  a l l  a ro u n d  th e  g r o u n d s , an d  
th e  w ire s  a re  lo a d e d  w ith  l iv e  ' ju i c e . ’ T h e r e  
a re  s ig n s  a l l  th r o u g h  th e  w o o d s , w a r n in g  
o f f  tre s p a s s e rs . A n d  th e y  say  th e  C o lo n e l  
se ts  lo o s e  h is  p a ck  o f  p o lic e  d o g s  a t  n i g h t .” 

" O h ,  w e  l l  g e t  in  a ll  r ig h t ,” M e l lo d y  r e 
p lie d , w ith  h is  m ir th le s s  c h u c k le . T h e n ,  
w ith  a  sp e ed  th a t  w a s  e n t ir e ly  to o  fa s t  
f o r  th e  eye to  fo l lo w , h is  g u n  w a s  o u t  a n d  
u n d e r  h is  h a n d , r e s t in g  o n  th e  c o u n te r . 
" L is t e n ,  f e l l o w ,” M e l lo d y  c o n t in u e d , 
" t h e r e ’l l  b e  n o  m o r e  c a c k lin g . Y o u ’r e  g o 
in g  to  sh o w  u s th e  ro ad  to  th e  C o lo n e l ’s, 
a n d  l ik e  it . B e h a v e  y o u r s e lf ,  a n d  w e ’l l  
th r o w  y o u  a  fish . I f  n o t— ”

M e llo d y  h a d  n o  n e e d  to  f in is h  th e  s e n 
te n c e  to  m a k e  h is  m e a n in g  c le a r .  T h e  
e iu p t io n  o f  h is  h o t  w ill  l e f t  n o  ro o m  f o r
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a r g u m e n t. " O .  K . ” Jo h n n y  s h ru g g e d , 
r e a c h in g  f o r  h is  h a t  a n d  c o a t , w h ile  M e l 
lo d y  g r o w le d  a n d  D ig g e r  je r k e d  h is  s h o u l
d e rs  in  d is a p p r o v a l.

" W a i t  a m in u te . W h a t  d o  w e  o w e  y ou
f o r  th e  g r u b ? ”

Jo h n n y  m a d e  s o m e  ra p id  c a lc u la t io n s . 
" T w o - f o r t y ,” h e  a n s w e re d .

" P a y  h im , S a m .”
D ig g e r  p u lle d  o u t a  r o ll  o f  b i l ls ,  co u n te d  

d o w n  th r e e  o n e s , th e n  a d d e d  a  te n -s p o t 
to  th e  p i le .

" G o  fish  th e  re s t o f  y o u r d o u g h  o u t  o f  
th a t  tra s h  b o x ,” M e llo d y  a d v is e d , w ith  a 
b u r s t  o f  ra u c o u s  la u g h te r . " W e ’re  n o t  a f te r  
y o u r  c h ic k e n  f e e d .”

C a r p e n  d id  as h e  w as b id d e n , th e n  
tu rn e d  o u t th e  l ig h ts  a n d  lo c k e d  th e  d o o r  
o f  th e  d in e r . H e m m e d  in  l ik e  a m ilita r y  
p r is o n e r , th e y  m a rc h e d  J o h n n y  s to lid ly  a n d  
s ile n t ly  o v e r  th e  s o g g y  g ro u n d  to w a rd  th e  
d e e p e r  sh a d o w  re a re d  by  a n  a b a n d o n e d  tin  
w o r k s h e d . I t  w a s  th e r e  th a t  M e llo d y  h a d  
p a rk e d  th e ir  c a r , an  o ld is h  c o n v e r t ib le  
m o d e l. Jo h n n y  g la n c e d  a ro u n d  a t th e  d es 
o la te  f ie ld s  a n d  th e  d re a ry  sk y . O n ly  a  fe w  
l ig h ts  su rv iv e d  in  th e  a ir p o r t  b u ild in g s  an d  
h a n g a rs , b u t th e  w a r n in g  f in g e r  o f  l ig h t  
sw e p t c e a se le s s ly  a ro u n d  w ith  m e c h a n ic a l  
m o n o to n y .

ME L L O D Y  w h is t le d  s o f t ly ,  a n d  p r e s 
e n tly  th e  tw o  g u n m e n  lo o m e d  u p  o u t 

o f  th e  n ig h t . T h e y  c a m e  f r o m  o p p o s ite  
d ir e c t io n s , a n d  C a r p e n  k n e w  th a t  th e y  h a d  
b e e n  s e n t o u t to  m a k e  s u r e  th e  th r e e  l i t t le  
b r o w n  m e n  w e r e  n o t  lu r k in g  n e a rb y . M e l 
lo d y  h e ld  a w h is p e re d  c o n v e r s a tio n  w ith  
th e m , to o  lo w  f o r  th e  w o rd s  to  re a c h  o th e r  
e a rs . E v e r y  o n e  w as g la d  to  c l im b  in to  
th e  c a r , o u t  o f  th e  d r iv in g  r a in . S a m  to o k  
th e  w h e e l, J o e  e v id e n tly  h a v in g  b e e n  d e 
p o se d  f o r  h is  b lu n d e r in g s , J o h n n y  w as 
o r d e r e d  to  s i t  b e s id e  h im , a n d  M e llo d y  
sq u e e z e d  in  o n  th e  o th e r  e n d . J o e  an d  
B i l l  sa t in  th e  r e a r  sea t.

S a m  b a c k e d  th e  c a r  a  fe w  fe e t ,  sp u n  
th e  w h e e l, a n d  c u rv e d  o f f  o n to  th e  h ig h 
r o a d . J o h n n y  C a r p e n , sq u e e z e d  b e tw e e n  h is  
v ir tu a l c a p to rs , l ik e d  th e  s itu a tio n  le ss  an d  
le ss . T h e  s ta te m e n t  th a t  th e y  h a d  a  d e liv e ry  
to  m a k e  to  C o lo n e l  P o tte r m a x  w as o b 
v io u s ly  a  l ie ,  f o r  th e  c a r  c o n ta in e d  n o th in g  
b e s id e s  th e m s e lv e s .
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" T h i s  is n ’t  t h e  ro a d  t o  th e  C o lo n e l ’s 
p la c e ,"  J o h n n y  p r o te s te d , a f t e r  s o m e  a n x 
io u s d e b a t in g  w ith  h im s e l f .  “ Y o u ’ re  h e a d 
in g  in  th e  w r o n g  d ir e c t io n ."

" D o n ’t  g e t  n e rv o u s , f e l l o w ,” D ig g e r  a d 
v ised , s m o o th ly . “ Y o u ’v e  p ro b a b ly  n o t ic e d  
b y  th is  t im e  th a t  w e  h a v e n ’t  a n y th in g  h e re  
to  d e l iv e r . B u t  w e  w il l  h a v e , m y  b o y — - 
w e ’re  g o in g  f o r  i t  n o w , a n d  th e  C o lo n e l  
w ill  b e  s i t t in g  u p  w a it in g  f o r  i t ,  to o . E h , 
D a n ? ”

“ S h u t u p , S a m ,"  M e l lo d y  s n a p p e d .
W e 'r e  n o t  o u t  o f  th e  w o o d s  y e t, a n d  th e  

less th is  f e l lo w  h e a r s , th e  le s s  h e ’l l  h a v e  
to  ta lk  a b o u t .”

“ H e  w o n ’t  t a l k ,” D ig g e r  c h u c k le d , w ith  
su ch  a  s in is te r  in to n a t io n  th a t  C a r p e n  f e l t  
th e  p r ic k le s  r is in g  o n  h is  s c a lp . T h i s  th in g  
w as ta k in g  o n  t h e  a s p e c t  o f  a  g a n g s te r s ’ 
r id e .

TH E Y  w e n t r o a r in g  o n  th r o u g h  th e  n ig h t , 
w ith  th e  f u l l  w id th  o f  th e  ro a d  to  th e m 

se lv e s . T h e  ra in  d ro v e  a g a in s t  th e  w in d 
s h ie ld  w ith  s p i te f u l  fu r y , a n d  th e  w ip e r  
s lid  f r a n t ic a l ly  fr o m  s id e  to  s id e . " T u n -  
h i l l  R o a d ’s  ju s t  o v e r  th is  h i l l ,  i s n ’t  i t ? "  
S a m  in q u ir e d  o n c e , w ith o u t r e m o v in g  h is  
g a r e  f r o m  th e  ro a d  a h e a d . T h e y  w e re  
c l im b in g  a  lo n g , s lo w  g r a d e .

“T h a t ’s  r i g h t ,”  J o h n n y  a n s w e re d .
A t  th e  v e ry  c r e s t  o f  th e  s lo p e  D ig g e r  

s to p p e d  th e  c a r  a n d  tu rn e d  o f f  th e  l ig h ts . 
M e llo d y  a n d  th e  tw o  in  th e  r e a r  s e a t g o t  
o u t a n d  v a n is h e d  fr o m  s ig h t  a n d  so u n d . 
S a m  l i t  a  c ig a r e t te , a n d  b y  th e  b r i e f  fla re  
o f  th e  m a tc h  g la n te d  a t h is  w a tc h .

C a r p e n  sa t th e r e , te n s e  w ith  u n ea sy  
th o u g h ts , b u t  S a m  p a id  n o  a t te n t io n , re 
la x e d , s m o k in g . T h e  c a r  w a s  d r a w n  s a fe ly  
o v e r  a t  th e  s id e  o f  th e  ro a d , a n d  th e r e  w as 
n o th in g  in  s ig h t , n o  l ig h t  a n y w h e r e  b u t  th e  
tin y  red  g lo w  o f  h is  c ig a r e t te . P r e s e n tly  
M e llo d y  re tu rn e d , g e t t in g  in  b e s id e  th e m .

" E v e r y t h in g  O . K . ,  D a n ? ” S a m  in q u ir e d  
a n x io u s ly .

M e l lo d y  d re w  a  lo n g , c o n te n te d  b r e a th . 
“ E v e r y th in g ’s s e t . T h e  b o y s  a r e  w a tc h in g . 
W e 'r e  n e a r  th e  e n d  o f  th e  t r a i l  n o w , S a m , 
a n d  a  m ig h ty  lo n g  t r a i l  i t  h a s  b e e n .” M e l 
lo d y  g a v e  v e n t  to  h is  r a s p in g  la u g h  a s  h e  
l i t  a  c ig a r .  " I  g u e s s  th e  C o lo n e l ’s s p e n t so m e  
a n x io u s  n ig h ts  s in c e  o u r  la s t  w ire . I f  th e  o ld  
c o o t  h a d  s e n se  e n o u g h  to  k e e p  a  te le p h o n e

w e  c o u ld 'v e  ru n g  h im  u p  a n d  s a v e d  a l l  th is  
t r o u b le . W e l l ,  l e t  h im  s q u ir m  f o r  a  fe w  
h o u rs  m o re . W e 'v e  h a d  p le n ty  o f  th a t  fo r  
o u r  s h a re . R e m e m b e r  H a n o i  G h a n  a n d  th a t 
c u rv e d  k n i f e  o f  h is ? ”

B o th  m e n  s a n k  in to  a s i le n t  re v e r ie , as 
i f  M e l lo d y ’s w o rd s  h ad  c o n ju t e d  u p  b r im 
m in g  m e m o r ie s . T h e y  d iffu s e d  th e  q u ie t  b u t 
s tr a in e d  w a it in g  o f  p r o fe s s io n a l  g a m b le r s  
w h o  h a v e  p la c e d  e v e r y th in g  o n  o n e  la s t 
tu rn  o f  th e  w h e e l.

CA R P E N , u n ea sy  a n d  a le r t , b e c a m e  a w a re  
o f  th e  n o is e  m a d e  b y  an  a p p r o a c h in g  

c a r , a  tr u c k , b y  th e  th r o b b in g  ru m b le  o f  
i t  S a m  le a n e d  fo r w a r d , l is te n in g  e a g e r ly , 
th e n  so u n d e d  fo u r  s h a rp  to o ts  o n  h is  h o rn . 
F o u r  a n s w e r in g  w a ils  c a m e  a t o n c e  fr o m  
th e  h o r n  o f  th e  u n se e n  tru c k , la b o r in g  u p  
th e  g r a d e  o n  th e  fa r  s id e  o f  th e  h i l l .  H e a d 
l ig h ts  s w e p t in to  v ie w , w ith  th e  r a in  sw e e p 
in g  in  s i lv e r  s tra n d s  a cro ss  th e  tw in  b e a m s.

“ H e r e — a n d  a h e a d  o f  t im e !” S a m  e x 
p la in e d . “ I  k n e w  w e  c o u ld  tru s t B u l l  to  
b r in g  i t  th r o u g h .” H e  le a p e d  o u t  o f  th e  
c a r  as th e  tru c k  h a lte d  a b re a s t o f  th e m . 
T h e  tw o  g u n m e n  a p p e a re d . M e llo d y  an d  
C a r p e n  g o t  o u t  a n d  jo in e d  th e  e x c ite d  
g r o u p  g a th e r e d  a t th e  ta ilb o a r d  o f  th e  tru ck . 
M e llo d y  w as jo y fu lly  th u m p in g  o n e  o f  th e  
a r r iv a ls  o n  th e  s h o u ld e rs , a  b ig ,  b ro a d  
s h o u ld e re d  f e l lo w , “ B u l l . ” D ig g e r  w as 
fla s h in g  a  l ig h t  in s id e  th e  tr u c k , a n d  C ^ r- 
p e n  h a d  a  g l im p s e  o f  a  la r g e  b o x -c r a te , 
m a s s iv e , b o u n d  w ith  s tr ip s  o f  m e ta l .

S a m  c a m e  o v e r  to  M e llo d y . “ W h a t ' l l  w e  
d o  w ith  th is  o ld  b o a t, D a n ? ” h e  a sk ed . 
M e llo d y  lo o k e d  a ro u n d  in to  th e  e n v e lo p in g  
b la c k n e s s . T h e  re d  l ig h t  o n  th e  re a r  o f  th e  
tru c k  s h o w e d  h is  g l is te n in g  ey es. H e  b e c k 
o n e d  to  J o h n n y . " W h a t ’s o v e r  th e r e ? ” h e  
q u e r ie d , je r k in g  h is  th u m b  to w a rd  th e  l e f t .

“ T h e r e ’s o n ly  a  s te e p  s lo p e  d o w n  to  T u n -  
h i l l  C r e e k .”

" A n y b o d y  l iv e  d o w n  th e r e ? ”
“ N o . ”
“ A n y  tr e e s ? ”
“ S o m e , I  th in k . N e a r  th e  b o tto m . B u t 

p le n ty  o f .  ro c k s . B i g  o n e s . Y o u  c o u ld n ’t  
d r iv e  a  c a r  d o w n  th e r e ,” J o h n n y  a d v ise d .

ME L L O D Y  tu rn e d  a w ay . “ A l l  r ig h t , 
b o y s , le n d  a  h a n d  h e r e . J o e — B i l l -  

r ip  o f f  th o s e  l ic e n s e  p la te s . T h a t ’s id  S a m ,



18 SHORT STORIES

le t  h e r  o u t o f  g e a r .” H e e d le s s  o f  th e  p o u r
in g  r a in , re a d y  h a n d s  s h o v e d  th e  o ld  c a r  
a cro ss  th e  ro a d , a n d  o n  M e l lo d y 's  " H e a v e !” 
th e y  s ta r te d  i t  d o w n w a rd  o n  Its  la s t  r id e . 
T h e y  h e a rd  It b u m p in g  a n d  b o u n d in g , c ra s h , 
sw e rv e , a n d  c r a s h  a g a in  w ith  a  ja n g l in g  o f  
b r o k e n  g la s s . T h e n  s ile n c e  c lo s e d  d o w n  o n  
th e  sce n e .

Jo h n n y  c o u ld  n o t  u n d e rs ta n d  th is  w a n to n  
d e s tr u c tio n  o f  p ro p e r ty . H e  w as b e w ild e r e d  
bv th e s e  fa n ta s t ic  a sp e c ts  o f  h is  a d y e n tu re . 
T h e r e  w as c e r ta in ly  a  g r im  sa n ity  a b o u t th e  
h u lk in g  fig u re s  o f  th e  g u n m e n , b u t  h e  c o u ld  
n o t  h e lp  m in k in g  th a t  th e  e n te r p r is e , w h a t
e v e r  its  p u rp o se , m u st b e  in  th e  h a n d s  o f  
m a d m e n .

M e llo d y  th r e w  b a c k  h is  h e a d  a n d  la u g h e d  
in  tr iu m p h  a t th e  sk y , le t t in g  th e  r a in  Deat 
d o w n  o n  h is  fa c e .  " A l l  a b o a r d !” h e  c r ie d . 
T h e  m e n  s c ra m b le d  to  th e ir  p la c e s . F o u r  
o f  th e m  c l im b e d  In to  th e  tx>dy o f  th e  
tru c k . O n e  h a d  b e e n  b u s y  o b s c u r in g  th o  
l ic e n s e  p la te s  w ith  h a n d fu ls  o f  m u d . D ig g e r ,  
M e llo d y  a n d  Jo h n n y  C a r p e n  m o u n te d  to  th e  
b ro a d  d r iv in g  sea t.

M e llo d y  tu rn e d  to  Jo h n n y . " L i s t e n  to  
y o u r o r d e r s ,” h e  s a id . “ Y o u  a re  to  p ic k  o u t 
th e  q u ie te s t  w ay th r o u g h  th e  c ity . W e  w a n t 
to  k e e p  aw ay  fr o m  th e  m a in  s tre e ts . O n c e  
w e ’re  th r o u g h — t h e  s h o r te s t  w ay  to  th e  
C o lo n e l ’s. A n d  w a tc h  o u t  th a t  w e  d o n ’t g e t  
d itc h e d  a g a in , b e c a u s e — w e ll ,  S a m  h e r e , n as 
a  te r r ib le  t e m p e r ."

'  S o m e  s e c re t th o u g h t o f  h is  o w n  se e m e d  
to  a m u se  h im . " O . K . ,  S a m , g e t  g o i n g !” A n d  
so  th e y  w e n t r a t t l in g  b a c k  a lo n g  d ie  ro a d , 
w ith  D a n ie l  J .  M e llo d y  w h is t l in g  " T h e  
L a s t  L o n g  M i le ” b e tw e e n  h is  te e th , b u t  h is  
r ig h t  h a n d  re s te d  o n  th e  b u t t  o f  th e  g u n  
s lu n g  u n d e r  h is  a rm p it .

I I

IT  W A S  a w e ird  r id e , a  c o ld  a n d  c h i l l in g  
n ig h tm a r e , b u m p in g  a lo n g  in  th e  d a r k 

n ess, th e  h e a d lig h ts  s w e e p in g  th e  e m p ty  
ro a d  a h e a d , th e  r id e rs  te n s e  a n d  s tra in e d  
and  n e rv o u sly  a le r t . C a r p e n  c o u ld  s e e  q u ite  
p la in ly  th a t  tn ey  fe a re d  s o m e  s o r t  o f  t r o u b le , 
n a i f  e x p e c t in g  i t  a t e v e ry  tu r n  in  th e  ro a d , 
th o u g h  w h a t it  w as th e y  fe a r e d , u n le s s  it  
w ere  th e  th r e e  b ro w n  m e n , h e  w as a t  a  
loss  to  u n d e rs ta n d . T h e s e  l i t t le  m e n  h a d  n o t  
Im p ressed  h im  as fo e m e n  to  b e  d re a d e d  by

su ch  a b a n d  o f  a rm e d  d e s p e ra d o e s , y et e v e r  
s in c e  h e  h a d  m e n tio n e d  th e ir  v is it  to  h is  
lu n c h  w a g o n  th e  w h o le  p a rty  h a d  sh o w n  
a  c h a n g e  o f  a ttitu d e .

T h e y  w e re  n o w  a p p r o a c h in g  th e  c ity . 
O b e y in g  o r d e rs , C a r p e n  in d ic a te d  a n  in 
d ir e c t  ro u te . T h e  iso la te d  h o u se s  b e c a m e  
d e ta c h e d  ro w s , th e n  s o lid  p h a la n x e s , as th ey  
sp e d  th r o u g h , a v o id in g  m a in  th o r o u g h fa r e s . 
H e r e  a n d  th e re  a l ig h t  s t i l l  b u rn e d  b e h in d  
d ra w n  c u r ta in s . T h e  ra in  s la sh e d  d o w n , 
d r u m m in g  o n  th e  r o o f  o f  th e  tru c k . T h e y  
m e t  fe w  c a rs  o n  th e  ro a d , a n d  fe w e r  p e d e s
tr ia n s . R e d  l ig h ts  lo o m e d  u p , h o n o re d  by 
D ig g e r ’s s q u e a lin g  b ra k e s — th e n  ch a n g e d  
to  a m b e r , to  g r e e n , b e c k o n in g  th e m  on . 
S a m  p u sh e d  th e  tru c k  a lo n g  s te a d ily  and 
ra p id ly , b u t  n e v e r  a t  a n y  d a n g e r o u s  sp eed .

A f t e r  a  t im e  th e  h o u s e s  b e g a n  to  th in  
o u t  a g a in , a n d  b la n k  w a lls  o f  d a rk n e ss , 
r e p r e s e n t in g  lo ts  a n d  o p e n  fie ld s , s u r ro u n d 
e d  th e  s h in in g  r ib b o n  o f  ro a d . Jo h n n y  a d 
v ise d  D ig g e r  w h e n  a n d  w h e re  to  tu r n . T h e  
c ity  l e f t  b e h in d , th e y  b e g a n  to  c l im b  u p  in to  
th e  h i l l s  a g a in  o n  a  s te a d ily  a s c e n d in g  
g ra d e .

M e llo d y  k e p t  u p  h is  lo w  w h is t l in g , b u t 
n e v e r  to o k  h is  h a n d  fr o m  th e  b u tt  o f  h is  
g u n . Jo h n n y  w as w o n d e r in g  w h a t cou ld  
B e  In  th a t  b ig  c ra te  so  v a lu a b le  th a t  it  re 
q u ir e d  s ix  a rm e d  m e n  a n d  th e  u tm o st 
secrecy  to  b r in g  i t  s a fe ly  to  th e  d o o rs  o f  
D r e a m e r ’s R e s t  a t m id n ig h t . A s  th e  road  
w o u n d  o n , h ig h e r  a n d  h ig h e r , th e y  c a u g h t 
ca su a l g l im p s e s  o f  th e  c ity  s p re a d  o u t b e lo w  
th e m , a  p o o l  o f  b la c k n e s s  c r is s -c ro s s e d  by  
s tr in g s  o f  s tr e e t  l ig h ts .

R o u n d in g  a  c u rv e , th e  h e a d lig h ts  sw ep t 
a c ro ss  th e  b r o k e n -d o w n  v e ra n d a  o f  an  
a b a n d o n e d , r o t t in g  b u i ld in g . T h i s  r a m b lin g  
o ld  p la c e , Jo h n n y  in fo r m e d  th e m , w as 
k n o w n  as th e  H a l f - W a y  H o u s e , a n d  had  
o n c e  b e e n  a  s u m m e r  r e s o r t  o f  c o n s id e r a b le  
p a tr o n a g e . " W e  tu rn  o f f  h e re  o n to  a d ir t 
r o a d ,” h e  e x p la in e d .

" I  d o n ’t  s e e  an y  r o a d ,” S a m  r e p lie d , 
su s p ic io u s .

'’ T h e r e  is  o n e , ju s t  th e  s a m e — to  th e  r ig h t  
o f  th a t  p o r c h .”

D ig g e r  s w u n g  th e  tru c k  a ro u n d  in a 
h a l f - c i r c le ,  a n d  th e  l ig h ts  p ic k e d  o u t th e  
r o a d , m a rk e d  by o ld  w h e e l- r u ts , a n d  a p p a r
e n tly  le a d in g  in to  v a c a n c y , l ik e  th e  m o u th  
o f  a  tu n n e l. S a m  h e a d e d  s tr a ig h t  In to  it ,
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a n d  th e y  jo l t e d  a lo n g  a t  a  v ery  c a u tio u s  
p a c e , f o r  D ig g e r  d is tr u s te d  th e  ro a d . T h e  
b a r e  b o u g h s  o f  tr e e s  o v e r h e a d  k e p t  w h a c k 
in g  th e  h ig h  h o o d  o f  th e  tru c k .

" T h e r e ’s o n e  o f  C o lo n e l 's  P o t te r m a x ’s 
s ig n s ,” C a r p e n  p o in te d  o u t, as th e  l ig h ts  
fla sh ed  o n  a  p a in te d  b o a r d  n a ile d  to  a  t re e . 
S a m  s to p p e d  th e  tr u c k  a n d  M e llo d y  tu rn e d  
h is  f la s h lig h t  o n  i t .  T h e  g r im  le t te r in g  r e a d : 
" K e e p  O u t . P r iv a te  P r o p e r ty , T r e s p a s s e r s  
A d v a n c e  a t  111611 O w n  R is k .”

" T h a t ’s  p la in  e n o u g h ,” M e llo d y  c o m 
m e n te d , a n d , a s  t h e  w a il  o f  a  d o g  so u n d e d  
in  th e  d is ta n c e , " A h ,  o n e  o f  th e  C o lo n e l 's  
p e t b lo o d h o u n d s .”

“ N o t  b lo o d h o u n d s , p o lic e  d o g s ,” Jo h n n y  
c o r r e c te d . " T h e y  s a v ,” h e  c o n t in u e d , " t h a t  
th e  C o lo n e l  h a d  tn e  b a rb e d  w ir e  fe n c e s  
p u t u p , a n d  th e  w ire s  c h a r g e d , s o  th a t  I f  
an y  o n e  tr ie d  t o  c f ir a b  o v e r  th e y 'd  b e  h e ld  
fa s t  b y  th e  c u r r e n t . I  d o n ’t  k n o w  th a t  a n y 
o n e ’s e v e r  t r ie d . B u t  I  h a v e  s e e n  t h e  d o g s , 
r u n n in g  in s id e  th e  fe n c e .  T h e y  lo o k  as i f  
th ey  m e a n  b u s in e s s , “

M e llo d y  c h u c k le d . " I t ’s a  g o o d  id e a , a n y - 
w a y .”

AS  T H E Y  tu r n e d  in to  a  s tr a ig h t , g r a v e l  
d r iv e w a y , a n o th e r  s ig n  fla s h e d  in to  

v ie w . " K e e p  O u t .  T h i s  P r o p e r ty  I s  P r o te c te d  
b y  M a n tr a p s . T r e s p a s s e r s  A d v a n c e  a t  T h e i r  
O w n  R is k .”

" S e e m s  to  b e  a  r e g u la r  m a n ia  w ith  th e  
o ld  m a n ,” S a m  c o m m e n te d . " W h e n  h e  says 
P r iv a c y ' h e  m e a n s  p r iv a c y ."

“ O h , th e  w o o d s  a ro u n d  h e r e  a re  f u l l  o f  
s ig n s . Y o u  see , C o lo n e l  P o tte r m a x  o w n s  
th is  w h o le  s id e  o f  P o n t ic o  H i l l .  Y o u  c a n 't  
m o v e  a  h u n d r e d  y a rd s  d o w n  th e r e  in  th e  
w o o d s w ith o u t r u n n in g  in to  th e m ."

" M a y b e  th e  C o lo n e l ’s ju s t  th r o w in g  a 
b lu f f ,” D ig g e r  s u g g e s te d .

" I f  h e  is , I ’l l  b e t  n o n e  o f  th e  n a tiv e s  
w a n t to  c a ll  i t , ” M e l lo d y  re to r te d . “T h e r e 's  
a  lo t  o f  p e o p le  c a n ’t p a s s  a 'F r e s h  P a in t ’ 
s ig n  w ith o u t s t ic k in g  th e ir  f in g e rs  in to  it , 
b u t  w h e n  i t  says ’ L iv e  W i r e ’ th e y  u su a lly  
k e e p  th e ir  h a n d s  o f f .” •

'^ D re a m e r’s R e s t  l ie s  o v e r  th e r e ,” Jo h n n y  
sa id , p o in t in g . T h e r e  w as n o th in g  to  b e  
s e e n  in  th a t  d ir e c t io n , b u t  th e  h o w lin g  o f  
th e  d o g s  h a d  n o w  b e c o m e  a  f r a n t ic  c h o r u s . 
S t i l l  n o  l ig h t  a p p e a re d  a n y w h e r e . A n o th e r  
f if ty  f e e t ,  a n d  fa r t h e r  p ro g re ss  w as b a r r e d

b y  th e  b a r b e d -w ir e  o b s tr u c tio n . I t  w as ju s t  
as Jo h n n y  h a d  d e s c r ib e d  i t— a  d o u b le  fe n c e , 
secu re d  b y  m e ta l  p o sts  a n d  se t in  a  g ra v e l 
b e d  th a t  w a s , p e rh a p s , e ig h t  o r  te n  fe e t  
a cro ss . T h e r e  w as a  g r im  a n d  b u s in e s s - l ik e  
lo o k  a b o u t th e  c lo s e ly  w o v e n , e ig h t - fo o t  
b a r r ie r . T h e r e  w a s  a  sp a c e  o f  a b o u t s ix  fe e t  
b e tw e e n  th e  f r o n t  a n d  th e  s e co n d a ry  l in e * , 
a n d  th e  to p  s tra n d s  o f  e a c h  w e r e  t i l t e d  f o r 
w a rd  a n d  o u tw a rd  In  su ch  a  w ay  th a t  k  
w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a t ic k lis h  th in g  to  s c a le , 
w ith o u t  c o n s id e r in g  th e  e le c t r ic  c u r r e n t  th a t  
w as a l le g e d  to  ru n  th r o u g h  th e  s p ik e d  w ire * . 
T h e  d o u b le -s e c t io n  g a te  w as c lo s e d  a n d  
lo c k e d .

T o  t h e  r ig h t  a n d  l e f t  C o lo n e l  P o tte r -  
m a x ’*  fo r m id a b le  b a r r ie r  w o u n d  aw ay  o u t 
o f  s ig h t . T h e  t h in g  m u s t  h a v e  co a t *  c o n 
s id e r a b le  s u m  to  e r e c t .  M e llo d y  g a v e  c a r  to  
th e  c o n t in u e d  h u b b u b  c o m in g  fr o m  th e f t  
l e f t .  “T h a t  o u g h t  to  b r in g  P o tte r m a x  o n  th e  
r u n ,” h e  s a id . " S t i l l ,  S a m , w e ’d  b e t te r  u se  
th e  f la re . F r o m  th e  g e n e r a l  lo o k  o f  th in g ?  
i t  m ig h t  b e  s a fe r  to  l e t  th e  C o lo n e l  k n o w  
(h a t  f r ie n d s  a r e  o u ts id e .”

SA M  p o in te d  o u t  th a t  th e  g lo w  w o u ld  
b e  v is ib le  a l l  o v e r  th a t  s id e  o f  P o n t ic o  

H i l l ,  b u t  M e l lo d y  o v e r -r u le d  th e  o b je c t io n , 
a n d  D ig g e r  re a c h e d  b e h in d  th e  d r iv e r 's  s e a t 
a n d  h a n d e d  o v e r  w h a t  lo o k e d  l ik e  *  th in ,  
re d  c a n d le . M e l lo d y  g o t  d o w n  a n d  h e ld  4  
m a tc h  to  it . H e  h a d  s o m e  tr o u b le  g e t t in g  
th e  fu s e  a l ig h t  in  th e  r a in , b u t  i t  f in a lly  
b la z e d  o ff , s h e d d in g  a  b r i l l ia n t  red  l ig h t  
o v e r  th e  s c e n e . T h e  ra in  n o t  v is ib ly  a ffe c t
in g  it , M e l lo d y  sw u n g  th e  h e l l - f i r e  f la re  b  
s e m i-c ir c le s  o v e r  h is  h e a d . W h i l e  th is  w *>

So in g  o n , D ig g e r  w as le a n in g  o u t , g u n  b 
a n d , w a tc h in g  th e  ro a d  b e h in d  th e m . 

T h e y  k e p t  th e  h e a d lig h ts  tr a in e d  o n  th e  
g a te s , a n d  o e fo r e  lo n g  th e y  saw  tw o  fig u re *  
in s id e  th e  b a r r ie r  h a s te n in g  to w a rd  t h a n .  
O n e  w as a  g ig a n t ic  N e g r o ,  c o a t le s s , b a r e 
h e a d e d , w ith  th r e e  le a s h e d  p o lic e  d o g s  tu g 
g in g  a t h is  a rm s . T h e  o th e r  f ig u r e  w *»  
lu d ic r o u s ly  b u n d le d  a g a in s t  t h e  w e a th e f , 
w e a r in g  s to r m  b o o ts , o i ls k in s  a n d  s o u '
w e s te r , a n d  c a r r y in g  a n  u m b r e lla  as w e ll .  
H e  s h o u te d  s o m e th in g  th a t  w as b u r ie d  b e 
tw e e n  th e  b a r k in g  o f  th e  d o g s  and" th e  b e a t  
o f  th e  r a in , a n d  M e l lo d y  sh o u te d  b a c k  a n d  
w a v ed  h is  e x p ir in g  fla re , b u t  i t  Is d o u b tfu l  
i f  e i th e r  c o u ld  d is t in g u is h  th e  o th e r 's  w o rd * .
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M e llo d y  s tro d e  u p  to  th e  b a r b e d -w ir e  

^ ate , im p e rv io u s  to  th e  w e tt in g , a n d  th e  
o n c o m in g  m a n  in  o i ls k in s  ju m p e d  a n d  
sh o u te d  a n d  g e s tu re d  so  th a t  M e llo d y  u n 
d e rsto o d  h e  w as b e in g  w a r n e d  n o t  to  to u c h  
h e  w ire s . H e  w a tc h e d  th e  m a n  in s id e  s to p  

i t  a  l i t t le  p e n t-r o o fe d  b o x  m o u n te d  o n  a 
p o st a n d  fu m b le  in  its  in te r io r . T h e n  h e  
p ro cee d ed  to  o p e n  f ir s t  th e  in n e r  g a te s , th e n  
th e  o u te r , w h ile  th e  N e g r o  w as je r k e d  f r o m  
s id e  to  s id e  b y  th e  s u r g in g , sa v a g e  d o g s .

“ I t ’s th e  C o lo n e l ’s b u t le r ,” M e l lo d y  c a lle d  
b a c k  to  th o s e  in  th e  tru c k . “ G r e e t in g s ,  
L o r in g ,” h e  sh o u te d  as th e  m a n  s w u n g  b a c k  
th e  g a te . S a m  d ro v e  th e  tru c k  th r o u g h , a n d  
L o r in g  r e fa s te n e d  th e  g a te . A s  h e  h a d  w a v ed  
th e m  o n  to w a rd  th e  h o u se , M e llo d y  m o u n te d  
th e  r u n n in g  b o a r d  a n d  D ig g e r  fo llo w e d  
th e  c u r v in g  d r iv e w a y  u n t i l  th e y  p u lle d  u p  
u n d e r  th e  s h e lte re d  e n tr a n c e  to  a la r g e , 
d a rk  h o u se . T h e  f r a n t ic  u p r o a r  o f  th e  p e n t-  
u p  d o g s  so u n d e d  p e r ilo u s ly  c lo s e  a t h a n d . 
S u ch  w a s  th e ir  in tr o d u c tio n  to  D r e a m e r ’s 
R e s t .

P r e s e n tly  L o r in g  c a m e  t r o t t in g  b a c k  to  
th e m . " H a v e  y o u  g o t  it  s a fe  th e r e , M r .  M e l 
lo d y ? ” w e re  h is  f ir s t  w o rd s .

“ S a fe  a n d  so u n d  as th e  B a n k  o f  E n g 
la n d ,” M e llo d y  re p lie d , g e t t in g  d o w n . " D i d  
th e  C o lo n e l  g e t  m y  c a b le s  a n d  w ir e s ? ”

L o r in g  n o d d e d . " B r i n g  i t  in  th r o u g h  th is  
s id e  d o o r ,” h e  s a id , b u sy  w ith  th e  k ey  in  
th e  lo c k . " I f  y o u  c a n  m a n a g e  to  sq u e e z e  
i t  th r o u g h  h e r e  i t ’l l  sav e  a  lo t  o f  c a r r y in g .”

M e llo d y  d a p p e d  h is  h a n d s . " C o m e  o n , 
b o y s ,” h e  c o m m a n d e d . D o w n  ra tt le d  th e  
ta i lb o a r d , a n d  th e  fo u r  h u sk ie s  in  th e  b a c k  
d ra g g e d  th e  c u m b e r s o m e  c a s e  to  th e  e d g e  
o f  th e  tru c k . I t  w as as m u c h  as th e y  c o u ld  
m a n a g e . S lo w ly  th e y  e a se d  i t  o u t  o v e r  th e  
ta i lp ie c e  u n t i l ,  u n b a la n c e d , i t  sw ay ed  d o w n 
w a rd . U n b id d e n , Jo h n n y  C a r p e n  h e lp e d  
D ig g e r  a n d  M e llo d y  b r in g  it  to  a  n e a t  la n d 
in g  o n  th e  g r o u n d . Jo h n n y  k n e w  n o w  th a t 
th e  c ra te  w as o f  c o n s id e r a b le  w e ig h t , b u t  h e  
w as n o  fa r t h e r  a lo n g  to w a rd  g u e s s in g  its 
c o n te n ts . I t  g a v e  o f f  a s m e ll  th a t  re m in d e d  
h im  o f  b i lg e  w a te r .

I t  w as w h ile  th e y  w e r e  a ll  h a v in g  a 
b r e a th e r  a f te r  th e ir  tu s s le  w ith  th e  u n 
w ie ld y  b o x  th a t  th e  f ir s t  u n to w a rd  a c c id e n t 
b e f e l l  th e m . W h i l e  th e  h e a v y  w o r k  w as 
b e in g  d o n e , L o r in g  h a d  b e e n  f lu t te r in g  h e lp 
le ss ly  o n  th e  o u ts k ir ts  o f  th e  g r u n t in g  c re w .

T h e  g ig a n t ic  N e g r o  h o v e re d  a  fe w  y ard s 
a w ay , b r a c in g  h im s e l f  a g a in s t  th e  fo rw a rd  
lu n g e s  o f  th e  tr io  o f  p o lic e  d o g s .

TH E R E  w a s  a sn a p , a  w ild  h o w l fr o m  
th e  N e g r o ,  a n d  o n e  o f  th e  b ig  d o g s , 

g r o w lin g  lo w  in  h is  th r o a t , le a p e d  in to  th e ir  
m id s t , h a v in g  b r o k e n  o r  s l ip p e d  h is  le a s h . 
I n  a  m o m e n t  th e r e  w as a  y e l l in g , ta n g le d  
k n o t  as th e  m e n  tr ie d  to  d u c k  a s id e  and  
s c a tte r  b e fo r e  th is  s u d d e n  o n s la u g h t .

Jo h n n y  sc a m p e re d  w ith  th e  o th e r s , b u t 
s o m e b o d y  b u tte d  in to  h im , h e  s lip p e d  and  
f e l l .  A s  h e  s c ra m b le d  u p  h e  saw  th e  flash  
o f  lu m in o u s  ey es a n d  th e  s w if t  s h a p e  o f  th e  
d o g  le a p in g  a t h im . In s t in c t iv e ly  h e  th re w  
h is  a rm  b e f o r e  h is  fa c e  a n d  th r o a t , w h ile  
p o u n d in g  aw ay  fu t i le ly  w ith  h is  o th e r  fist. 
T h e  d o g ’s fa n g s  s a n k  in to  h is  a rm  as h e  
w a s  b o w le d  o v e r , w ith  th e  h u g e  b e a s t  on  
to p  o f  h im .

T h e n  D ig g e r ’s f la s h lig h t  s h o n e  d o w n  o n  
th e m , w ith  h is  t r ig g e r  f in g e r  re a d y  to  a n n i
h i la te  th e  b r u te . L o r in g  sc re a m e d  n o t  to  
u se  th e  g u n , w h ile  M e llo d y  le a n e d  fo rw a rd  
a n d  w a tc h in g  h is  c h a n c e , b r o u g h t  th e  b u tt  
o f  h is  g u n  c r a s h in g  d o w n  o n  th e  d o g ’s s k u ll. 
T h e  d o g  w e n t l im p  a n d  r o l le d  o f f  h is  p rey . 
C a r p e n  r o s e  s h a k ily  to  h is  fe e t .

" A r e  y o u  a ll  r ig h t ? ” M e l lo d y  a s k e d . " H e  
d id n ’t g e t  y o u  in  th e  th r o a t , d id  h e ? ”

" N o .  I ’m  a ll  r i g h t , "  J o h n n y  r e p lie d . 
M e l lo d y  tu rn e d  w r a th fu lly  to  th e  b ig  

N e g r o , " G e t  th o s e  d a m n e d  d o g s  aw ay  fr o m  
h e r e , o r  I ’ ll  d r i l l  th e m  fu ll  o f  h o le s , and  
y o u , t o o .” T h e  N e g r o  fa d e d  b a c k  in to  th e  
n ig h t  b e f o r e  th e  m e n a c in g  p is to l .

O n c e  o n  th e  g r o u n d , th e  c r a te  c o u ld  b e  
h a n d le d  m o r e  e a s ily . T w o  s to u t  w o o d e n  ra ils  
w e re  p ro d u c e d  fr o m  th e  tr u c k . T h e s e  fitte d  
in to  m e ta l  f la n g e s  fa s te n e d  to  e a c h  s id e  o f  
th e  c r a te , so  th a t  i t  c o u ld  b e  b o r n e  a lo n g  in 
th e  m a n n e r  o f  th e  o ld  fa s h io n e d  s e d a n  c h a ir . 
T h e  m e n  w e n t s lo w ly , o n e  a t  e a c h  c o r n e r , 
th e ir  fe e t  sc u fflin g  o v e r  th e  g r a v e l  w a lk , 
b r e a th in g  n o is ily  u n d e r  th e  w e ig h t . L o r in g  
h e ld  th e  d o o r s  w id e  f o r  th e m  as th ey  
c ro w d e d  th r o u g h , le a v in g  th e  d o g  w h e r e  h e  
h a d  fa l le n .

A S  S O O N  as th e  o u te r  d o o r  c o u ld  b e  
c lo s e d , L o r in g  tu rn e d  o n  b r ig h te r  

l ig h ts .  T h e y  w e r e  in  a  s h o r t , re d -c a rp e te d  
c o r r id o r . A t  th e  f a r t h e r  e n d  w e re  s l id in g
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d o o r s . L o r in g  w e n t o n  a h e a d  to  o p e n  th e s e  
a n d  l ig h t  th e  r o o m  b e y o n d . T h e  p o lis h e d  
f lo o rs , th e  ta l l  F r e n c h  w in d o w s , a  ra ise d  
d a is  a t  th e  f r o n t  a lc o v e  a l l  s u g g e s te d  a 
b a n q u e t  r o o m , o r  t h e  b a l l - r o o m  o f  a  C o lo 
n ia l  m a n s io n . B u t  th e  ro o m  w a s  s tu ffe d  a n d  
c ra m m e d  w ith  e v e ry  v a r ie ty  o f  O r ie n ta l  
fu r n i tu r e , d e c o r a t io n , a r t  a n d  h a n d ic r a f t .  
I t  w a s  a v e r i ta b le  m u s e u m  o f  O r ie n ta l ia ,  
th e  o v e r f lo w  o f  th e  in te r n a t io n a lly  fa m o u s  
P o tte r m a x  c o l le c t io n . T h e  o n ly  O c c id e n ta l  
p ie c e s  in  th e  v a s t  ro o m  w e re  in  a  c le a re d  
s p a c e  n e a t  th is  d a is , a  m a g n if ic e n t  R e n a is 
sa n c e  r e fe c to r y  ta b le ,  w ith  its  f u l l  c o m p le 
m e n t  o f  p r ic e le s s  c h a ir s .

“ P le a s e  p u t i t  o v e r  th e r e  o n  th e  p la t 
f o r m ,” L o r in g  d ir e c te d . T h e  fo u r  c a rr ie rs  
w a v e re d  s lo w ly  a n d  g in g e r ly  a cro ss  th e  
s lip p e ry  flo o r  w ith  th e ir  b u rd e n . C a r p e n , 
u n n o tic e d  f o r  th e  m o m e n t, h a d  s to p p e d  a t 
th e  th r e s h o ld  o f  th e  ro o m , a w k w a rd ly  tr y 
in g  to  b in d  u p  h is  w o u n d e d  a rm  w ith  a  
p o c k e t  h a n d k e r c h ie f .

M e llo d y  g la n c e d  b a c k  a n d  saw  h im . 
" T h e r e ’s b lo o d  r u n n in g  d o w n  y o u r  a rm . 
L e t 's  h a v e  a  lo o k ,” h e  sa id , n o t  u n k in d ly . 
“T a k e  o f f  y o u r  c o a t  a n d  r o l l  u p  y o u r s le e v e .” 
W h e n  h e  sa w  th e  g a s h e d  w o u n d s  w h e re  
th e  d o g 's  te e th  h a d  r ip p e d  in to  th e  fle sh , 
h e  b e c k o n e d  to  L o r in g .  " I  w a n t y o u  to  fix  
u p  th is  m a n ,” h e  o r d e r e d . “ T h e s e  m u s t b e  
c a u te r iz e d . A s  s o o n  as th a t ’s d o n e  b r in g  h im  
b a c k  h e r e  a g a in .”

L o r in g  n o d d e d , a n d  to o k  Jo h n n y  u p sta irs  
to  a  b a th r o o m . H e  c le a n s e d  th e  b le e d in g  
g a s h e s , th e n  o p e n e d  th e  m e d ic in e  c a b in e t  
a n d  ra n  h is  e y e  a lo n g  th e  ro w s  o f  b o tt le s . 
“ S i t  d o w n ,"  h e  o r d e r e d , “ h o ld  o u t  y o u r 
a rm  a n d  k e e p  y o u r  h e a d  d o w n  o n  y o u r 
k n e e s .”

C a r p e n  k e p t  s i le n t  u n d e r  th e  s t in g in g  
tr e a tm e n t  u n t il  th e  b u t le r  h a d  f in ish e d  th e  
b a n d a g in g , th e n  h e  s p o k e  u p . " M r .  L o r in g , 
h e lp  m e  g e t  a w a y , w il l  y o u ?  J u s t  o p e n  th e  
g a te s  fo r  m e , a n d  I ' l l  w a lk  b a c k  to  th e  c i ty .”

TH E  b u tle r  se e m e d  a s to u n d e d  a t th is  r e 
q u e s t . H e  s ta re d  a t h is  p a tie n t , firs t 

w ith  n a r r o w  s u s p ic io n , th e n  w ith  c a lc u la t in g  
in te re s t .

" I 'm  n o t  w ith  th is  c r o w d — n o t  w ith  M e l 
lo d y ,"  J o h n n y  w e n t  o n .  “ L o o k , I  h a v e  n o  
g u n , l ik e  th e  r e s t  o f  th e m . I ’v e  b e e n  k id 
n a p p e d . I  r u n  a  lu n c h  w a g o n  o v e r  a t  th e

A ir p o r t .  T h e y  c a m e  in  a n d  m a d e  m e  g o  
a lo n g  t o  s h o w  th e m  th e  ro a d  h e r e .”

T h e  b u t le r  w a s  r u b b in g  h is  c h in .  “ A r e  
y o u  a fr a id  M r .  M e llo d y  w o n 't  l e t  y o u  g o  
a g a in ? "

“ I  w a n t to  g e t  a w a y ,” J o h n n y  re p e a te d  
s tu b b o r n ly . “ I  d o n ’t  w a n t to  g e t  m ix e d  up 
in  a n y th in g . Y o u  n e e d n ’t  w o rry  a b o u t m y 
ta lk in g , a f te r w a r d s .”

L o r in g  s h o o k  h is  h e a d . “ I  c a n ’t  d o  th a t  
n o w . Y o u  h e a r d  w h a t M r .  M e llo d y  s a id . 
B u t  I ’l l  s e e  to  it  th a t  y o u  g e t  aw ay  s a fe ly . 
Y o u  g o  o n  d o w n  th e r e , a n d  k e e p  y o u r  
e a rs  a n d  ey es o p e n . Y o u  w o n ’t  lo s e  b y  it . 
W e ’l l  t a lk — y o u  a n d  I — la te r — a n d  see  
w h a t  c a n  b e  d o n e .”

W h e n  th e y  re tu rn e d  to  th e  b ig  r o o m  th e y  
fo u n d  th a t  th e  m y s te r io u s  c r a te  h a d  b e e n  
l i f t e d  in to  p la c e  a n d  th e  h a n d le s  ta k e n  o ff . 
M e l lo d y  tu rn e d  to  L o r in g  a n d  m a d e  a m o c k  
b o w . “Y o u  m a y  in fo r m  C o lo n e l  P o t te r m a x ,” 
h e  s a id , " t h a t  D a n ie l  J .  M e llo d y  b r in g s  h im  
g r e e t in g s  fr o m  a  fa r  c o u n try .

L o r in g  tw is te d  a  b u n c h  o f  k e y s  in  h is  
lo n g  fin g e rs . “ I  a m  so rry , M r . M e llo d y , b u t 
C o lo n e l  P o tte r m a x  is n o t  h e r e  a t  p r e s e n t .” 

“ N o t  h e r e !” F o r  o n c e  M e l lo d y ’s v o ic e  
b e tr a y e d  g a p in g  s u r p r is e . J o h n n y  C a r p e n  
p r ic k e d  u p  h is  e a rs  a n d  m o v e d  a  l i t t le  c lo s e r . 
H e  b e g a n  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  th e r e  w as 
s o m e th in g  q u e e r  in  a l l  th is  a n d  th a t  L o r in g  
w o u ld  b e  r e lu c ta n t  to  p a r t  w ith  a n y  o n e  
w h o  m ig h t  b e  a  p o s s ib le  a lly .

L o r in g  b o w e d . " T h e  C o lo n e l  w as u n e x 
p e c te d ly  c a l le d  aw ay  to  N e w  Y o r k .  S o m e  
ra re  ja d e  c a r v in g s  tu rn e d  u p  th e re , a n d  
h e  w as in v ite d  to  h a v e  f irs t  c h o ic e . H e  
d ir e c te d  m e  to  g iv e  y ou  th is  n o te  s h o u ld  
y ou  a r r iv e  in  h is  a b s e n c e ."

ME L L O D Y ’S  h a n d  re a c h e d  o u t  f o r  th e  
p ro ffe re d  p a p e r , b u t  h is  f r o z e n  b lu e  

ey es  w e r e  s ta r in g  s tr a ig h t  in to  L o r in g ’s im 
p a s s iv e  c o u n te n a n c e . T h e  v e in s  in  th e  c e n te r  
o f  M e l lo d y ’s h ig h  fo r e h e a d  s w e lle d  in to  a  
th r e e -p r o n g e d  f r o w n , a n d  th e r e  w as th e  
s i le n c e  o f  d e a th  in  th a t  v a s t  r o o m  as th e  
s ix  m e n  fo c u s e d  th e ir  a tte n tio n  o n  th e  th in  
f ig u r e  o f  P o t te r m a x ’s b u t le r .

“ H e  l e f t  th e  m o n e y  w ith  y o u ? ”
“ N o ,  M r . M e llo d y . H e  s im p ly  to ld  m e  

to  g iv e  y o u  th e  l e t t e r .”
M e l lo d y ’*  f in g e r  r ip p e d  a lo n g  th e  

s e a le d  e d g e  o f  th e  e n v e lo p e . H e  low »
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e re d  h is  g a z e  to  sc a n  th e  fe w  l in e s  o f  s p id e ry  
w r it in g . H is  f in g e r s  tw is te d  th e  p a p e r  in to  
a s cre w  a n d  p u sh e d  i t  in to  h is  p o c k e t.

" D o  y o u  k n o w  w h a t ’s in  th a t  l e t t e r ? ” 
" N o ,  s i r ,” L o r in g  r e p lie d . " T h e  C o lo n e l  

d id  n o t  sh o w  it  to  m e .”
" W h a t ’s h e  say  in  th e  le t t e r ,  D a n ? ” 

D ig g e r  in q u ir e d  im p a tie n tly .
" H e  w a n ts  us to  m e e t  h im  a t th e  H o t e l  

C a r fa x  in  N e w  Y o r k — f o r  th e  p a y -o ff .” H e  
tu rn e d  to  L o r in g . " H o w  lo n g  s in c e  th e  
C o lo n e l  l e f t ? ”

" T h r e e  d ay s a g o , s i r .”
" W h e n  d o  y o u  e x p e c t  h im  b a c k ? ’’
" H e  d id n ’t  say , M r .  M e l lo d y . H is  u su a l 

stay  in  N e w  Y o r k  is  f r o m  te n  d ay s to  tw o  
w e e k s .”

M e llo d y  w e n t o v e r  to  th e  c r a te  a n d  p u t 
h is  h a n d  o n  it . " D o  y o u  k n o w  e x a c t ly  w h a t 
w e  h a v e  in  th e r e , L o r in g ? ”

T h e  b u t le r  n o d d e d . " A  s ix -a r m e d  S iv a .” 
" N o t  a s ix -a r m e d  S iv a , d a m n  y o u , L o r 

in g , th e  s ix -a r m e d  S iv a . T h e r e  is  n o  o th e r  
g e n u in e  s ta tu e  o f  th e  g o d  in  a  p r iv a te  c o l 
le c t io n  a n y w h e r e  in  th e  w o r ld . P e rh a p s  
th is  is th e  o n ly  o n e  e v e r  ta k e n  f r o m  a  
c o n s e c ra te d  s h r in e . N o  o n e  b e f o r e  h a s  e v e r  
su cce e d e d  in  m a k in g  o f f  w ith  th e  re a l th in g . 
N o  m a n  b e fo r e  D a n ie l  J .  M e llo d y . H e r e  it  
is, L o r in g , r ig h t  h e r e  in  th is  c a s e , h e r e  a t 
D r e a m e r ’s R e s t . C o lo n e l  P o t te r m a x  h a s o b 
ta in e d  w h a t n o  o th e r  c o l le c t io n  o f  O r ie n t a l ia  

c a n  b o a s t  o f ! ”
’’Q u ite  a fe a t ,  s ir . I  c o n g r a tu la te  y o u ,” 

L o r in g  m u rm u re d .
" T h a t ’s n o t  th e  p o in t  a t a l l .  I  w o n ’t 

m in c e  w o rd s  w ith  y o u , L o r in g . I t ’s n o t 
m y w ay . I ' l l  p u t m y  c a rd s  r ig h t  o u t  o n  th e  
ta b le . T h i s  th in g  h a s  b e e n  a b o u t as easy  a n d  
s a fe  to  h a n d le  as a c r a te  o f  d y n a m ite . W e ’v e  
d ra g g e d  it n e a r ly  n in e  th o u s a n d  m ile s ,  w ith  
a  p r ic e  o n  o u r  h e a d s  e v e ry  f o o t  o f  th e  w ay . 
T h e r e ’s a  m a n  c a l le d  H a n o i  G h a n  w h o  
w o u ld — ” M e llo d y  g a z e d  o f f  in to  th e  d is 
ta n c e . “N e v e r  m in d ,” h e  re s u m e d  a b ru p tly , 
“ th is  th in g  s h u t u p  h e r e  h a s  a lre a d y  c o s t a 
d o z e n  l iv e s , n o t  c o u n t in g  tw o  o f  m y  o w n  
m e n . W e ’v e  c a r r ie d  it  o n  s a m p a n s , p a ck  
tra in s , h id d e n  it  o n  r a f t s  a n d  s a il in g  
sh ip s , s p e n t  b r ib e  m o n e y  l ik e  w a te r  e v e ry 
w h ere— w h a t’s th e  d a m a g e s  a m o u n t to  so  
Far, S a m ? ”

D ig g e r  p ro d u ce d  a  b la c k  le a th e r  n o te 
b o o k  an d  n ic k e d  o v e r  th e  p a g e s . " T h ir t e e n

th o u s a n d , f iv e  b u n d le d  a n d  e ig h te e n  d o l
la r s .”

M e l lo d y  n o d d e d . “ Y o u  s e e , L o r in g ,  I ’m  
a m e th o d ic a l  m a n . C o lo n e l  P o tte r m a x  a d 
v a n c e d  u s f i f te e n  th o u s a n d  d o lla r s  f o r  e x 
p e n s e s . W h a t ’s l e f t  o f  th a t  b e lo n g s  to  h im , 
a n d  w e  h a v e  i t  r ig h t  h e r e , re a d y  f o r  th e  
a c c o u n tin g . O u r  a g r e e m e n t , L o r in g , o f  
w h ic h  y o u  w e r e  a  w itn e s s , c a l le d  f o r  th e  
p a y m e n t o f  se v e n ty -fiv e  th o u s a n d  d o lla r s  
o n  d e liv e ry  a t D r e a m e r ’s R e s t  o f  th e  S iv a  
fr o m  th e  S h ik a n o i  S h r in e . H e r e  i t  is . T h e  
C o lo n e l  c a n  id e n t i fy  i t  w ith  o n e  lo o k . W e ’v e  
d e liv e re d  th e  g o o d s , a n d  w e  w a n t o u r  
m o n e y . W e ’l l  n o t  g o  to  N e w  Y o r k  f o r  it , 
n o r  an y  o th e r  p la c e . T h e  a g r e e m e n t  s p e c ifie d  
D r e a m e r ’s R e s t ,  a n d  h e r e  w e  stay  u n til  th e  
C o lo n e l  c o m e s  b a c k ."

LO R I N G  c o u g h e d  a p o lo g e t ic a lly . " T h e  
C o lo n e l ,  s ir , w o u ld  b e  m o s t  a n g ry  i f  

h e  k n e w  th a t  y o u  d o u b te d  h is  h o n e s ty . I f  
y o u ’l l  p a rd o n  m y  s a y in g  so , h e  h a s  q u ite  a 
te m p e r , M r .  M e l lo d y , a n d  is a p t to  b e c o m e  
u n r e a s o n a b le  w h e n  h is  w is h e s  a r e  c r o s s e d ."

" T o  h e l l  w ith  y o u r C o lo n e l ’s te m p e r ,” 
M e l lo d y  ro a r e d . " I f  h e ’s s u c h  a f ire -e a te r , 
w h y  d id n ’t  h e  d o  h is  o w n  id o l-s n a tc h in g ?  
H e  w e n t to  S h ik a n o i  b e fo r e ,  ju s t  to  s e e  th is  
S iv a . B u t  n o , h e  d id n ’t  h a v e  th e  g u ts  fo r  
th a t . H e  h a d  to  h ir e  D a n ie l  J .  M e llo d y  to  
p u ll  th e  c h e s tn u ts  o u t  o f  th e  f i r e .” H is  
a n g e r  d ie d  a b ru p tly , a n d  h e  c o n t in u e d , 
" N e v e r  m in d , L o r in g , I  k n o w  i t ’s n o t y o u r 
fa u lt ,  b u t  th e s e  h ig h -a n d -m ig h ty  fe llo w s  
r u b  m e  th e  w r o n g  w ay . W e ’r e  n o t  to  b e  
p u t  o f f  l ik e  a  tra d e s m a n  w ith  a  b i l l .  Y o u  
d o n ’t r e a liz e  w h a t w e ’v e  b e e n  th r o u g h . I ’v e  
h a d  d e a lin g s  w ith  th e  C o lo n e l  b e fo r e ,  and  
g o o d  b u s in e s s  o n  b o th  s id e s , b u t  a lw a y s  
th r o u g h  C a r m in s te r . I  a lw a y s  k n e w  w h e re  
I  s to o d  w ith  C a r m in s te r . N o w  th a t  h e ’s 
d e a d , w e ll ,  I ’v e  o n ly  m e t  th e  C o lo n e l  o n c e , 
w h e n  w e  s e t t le d  th e  d e ta ils  o f  th is  l i t t le  
jo b ,  a n d  I  d o n ’t  l ik e  h is  h a v in g  sw itc h e d  
p la n s  o n  u s  th is  w ay . W e ’l l  s ta y  r ig h t  h e r e  
t i l l  h e  c o m e s  b a c k !”

L o r in g  in c lin e d  h is  h e a d . “ I  u n d e rs ta n d  
y o u r p o in t  o f  v ie w , M r . M e l lo d y . Y o u  n e ed  
h a v e  n o  fe a r  o f  C o lo n e l  P o t te r m a x ’s in te n 
t io n s . F o r  m o n th s  I  h a v e  h e a rd  n o th in g  b u t 
ta lk  o f  th e  S h ik a n o i  S iv a — m o r n in g , n o o n  
a n d  n i g h t .” T h e  b u t le r  p e r m it te d  h im s e l f  
an  i r o n ic a l  s m ile . “ I  c a n  c o n s id e r  m y s e lf

l



THE SIX ARMS OF SIVA 23

s o m e w h a t o f  a n  a u th o r ity  in  th a t  l in e ,  n o w . 
T h e  C o lo n e l ' r e g a r d s  th is  a c q u is it io n  as th e  
c r o w n in g  p ie c e  o f  h is  c o l le c t io n , s ir .  H e  
is  w e ll  a b le  to  p ay  f o r  h is  w h im s  a n d  
fa n c ie s . P e r s o n a lly , th e s e  th in g s  d o  n o t  in 
te r e s t  m e .” H e  s w u n g  b a c k  in to  h is  fo r m a l 
to n e . " S i n c e  y o u  in te n d  to  w a it  h e r e , M r . 
M e l lo d y , I  a m  su re  th a t  C o lo n e l  P o tte r  m a x  
w o u ld  w ish  m e  to  d o  e v e r y th in g  in  m y 
p o w e r  to  m a k e  y o u  a n d  y o u r  m e n  c o m 
f o r t a b le .”

J o h n n y  C a r p e n , s ta n d in g  in  th e  b a c k 
g r o u n d , c a u g h t  L o r in g ’s g a z e  tu rn e d  in  h is  
d ir e c t io n  w ith  a  s ig n if ic a n t  c o c k in g  o f  th e  
b ro w s . " H o w  c a n  y o u  g e t  in  to u c h  w ith  th e  
C o lo n e l? ” M e llo d y  a s k e d . " Y o u  h a v e  n o  
te le p h o n e .”

" I  s h a ll  g o  d o w n  to  th e  c ity  in  th e  m o r n 
in g , a n d  c a l l  h im  f r o m  th e r e . I  h a v e  th e  
u su a l m a r k e t in g  to  d o , a n y w a y .”

E L L O D Y  n o d d e d . " G o o d  e n o u g h . 
N o w , L o r in g , I ’l l  ta k e  y o u  a t y o u r 

w o rd . M y  b o y s  h a v e  s tu c k  w ith  m e  th r o u g h  
th ic k  a n d  th in .  W e ’v e  h a d  to  s q u e e z e  
th r o u g h  s o m e  m ig h ty  t ig h t  p la c e s  in  o u r 
l i t t le  ja u n t  w ith  th a t  s ix -a r m e d  g e n t ,  a n d  
I  h a d  to  lay  d o w n  s o m e  s t i f f  ru le s . T o n ig h t  
w e  c a n  a ffo rd  to  r e la x  a  b i t .  I ’d  s u g g e s t  a 
l i t t le  s o m e th in g  to  e a t , a n d  a  l i t t le  s o m e 
th in g  to  d r in k , i f  y o u  c a n  m a n a g e  i t  a t  
th is  h o u r . N o t h in g  fa n c y , y o u  k n o w . H o w  
is  th e  C o lo n e l ’s c e l la r ,  L o r in g , w e ll  
s to c k e d ? ”

T h e  b u t le r  s m ile d . " V e r y  w e ll  s to c k e d , 
s ir . I f  y o u  w il l  le a v e  i t  to  m e , I  th in k  y ou  
w ill  fin d  e v e r y th in g  s a t is fa c to r y . S h a l l  I  
s e r v e  i t  in  th e  d in in g - r o o m ? ”.

" N o ,  r ig h t  in  h e r e , L o r in g . W e ’v e  g o t  
in to  th e  h a b it  o f  M r .  S iv a ’s c o m p a n y . I t ’d 
b e  n o  p a rty  w ith o u t  h im  b e in g  t h e r e .”

L o r in g  se e m e d  o n  th e  p o in t  o f  sa y in g  
s o m e th in g , b u t  c h a n g e d  h is  m in d  a n d  tu rn 
ed  a w a y  s ile n t ly . A s  h e  d id  so  th e r e  c a m e  
th e  d o le f u l  h o w lin g  o f  a  d o g . T h e  so u n d  
c a m e  f r o m  th e  o u ts id e , a n d  w as fo llo w e d  
b y  o th e r s  in  th e  s a m e  s tr a in .

" W h a t  d o e s  th a t  m e a n ? ” M e l lo d y  a s k e d , 
q u ic k ly . " I s  an y  o n e  p r o w lin g  o u ts id e ? ”

T h e  b u t le r  s h o o k  h j$  h e a d . " T h e y ’re  ju s t  
re s t le s s  a t  b e in g  s h u t u p , in s te a d  o f  r u n n in g  
lo o s e , as u s u a l. W h e n  th e y  h e a r  a  n o is e , 
(h e i r  b a r k  is in  a  q u ite  d if fe r e n t  p i t c h .”

M e llo d y  fr o w n e d . " I  d id n ’t  k n o w  th e y

w e r e  s h u t  u p . T u r n  ’e m  lo o s e , b y  a l l  m e a n s . 
T h a t ’s  w h a t th e y ’re  f o r .  W e ’l l  n o t  b e  g o in g  
o u t a g a in  t o n ig h t .”

L o r in g  s te p p e d  in to  th e  h a l l  a n d  d a p p e d  
h is  h a n d s  lo u d ly . T h e  h u g e  b u lk  o f  th e  
N e g r o  L ig h t f o o t  c a m e  s h u ffl in g  a lo n g  th e  
h a l l .  P a r t ly  b y  w o rd , a n d  p a r t ly  b y  p a n 
to m im e , th e  b u t le r  m a d e  d e a r  w h a t  w as 
w a n te d . W i t h o u t  a s ig n  o r  a  s o u n d  in  a c 
k n o w le d g e m e n t  th e  b u r ly  b la c k  m a n  tu rn e d  
a n d  sh u ffled  a w ay . S o o n  a  c h o r u s  o f  h ap p y  
y e lp s  f r o m  o u ts id e  in d ic a te d  th a t  L ig h t fo o t  
h a d  tu rn e d  lo o s e  th e  C o lo n e l ’s c a n in e  n ig h t-  
g u a r d .

A S  S O O N  as th e  b u t le r  h a d  g o n e , M e l-  
lo d y ’s m e n  b e c a m e  v o lu b le . T h e y  h a d  

s tr ik in g ly  s im ila r  o p in io n s . " A  q u e e r  jo in t ,” 
o n e  s a id . " S h u t  u p  h e r e  l ik e  a f o r t ,” a n o th e r  
o b s e r v e d . " S o m e th in g  fish y  a b o u t th is  
p la c e ,” su m m e d  u p  J o e ’s id e a s , w h ile  B i l l  
v o ic e d  a  d is tr u s t  o f  L o r in g , w h o  " ta lk e d  
l ik e  a g u y  o u t  o f  a  b o o k .”

N o b o d y  b o th e r e d  to  a s k  Jo h n n y  C a rp e n  
h is  o p in io n  o f  th e  p la c e  o n  P o n t ic o  H i l l .  
T e m p o r a r i ly  fo r g o t te n , h e  h u n g  b a c k  o n  th e  
f r in g e s  o f  th e  g a th e r in g , to r n  b e tw e e n  a 
n a tu r a l c u r io s ity  to  s e e  th is  p a g a n  id o l, S iv a  
w ith  th e  S ix  A r m s , w h ic h  w a s  w o r th  a 
fo r tu n e  to  P o tte r m a x , a n d  an  e q u a lly  s tr o n g  
d e s ir e  to  g e t  aw ay  f r o m  th is  p la c e . C a r p e n  
w a s  n o  f o o l .  H e  h a d  a lre a d y  h e a rd  e n o u g h  
to  u n d e rs ta n d  s o m e th in g  o f  th e  a lm o s t  in 
c r e d ib le  c o u p  M e llo d y  h a d  e n g in e e r e d , an d  
th e  m a n  to o k  o n  a  s in is te r  s ta tu re  in  h is  
e y es . A ls o ,  h e  b e g a n  to  h a v e  a n  u n easy  
r e a liz a t io n  as to  w h e r e  th o s e  l i t t le  b ro w n  
m e n  fitte d  in to  th e  p ic tu r e . C o lo n e l  P o tte r -  
m a x  m ig h t  h a v e  c o n s id e r a b le  tr o u b le  h o ld 
in g  o n  to  h is  p r iz e .

G la n c in g  s id e w a y s , J o h n n y  saw  th a t  D i g 
g e r  a n d  M e llo d y  h a d  th e ir  h e a d s  to g e th e r , 
w h is p e r in g  h e a te d ly , a n d  lo o k in g  o v e r  in  
h is  d ir e c t io n  n o w  a n d  th e n . W h a te v e r  i t  
w as th a t  D ig g e r  w as u r g in g  so  p o in te d ly , 
M e l lo d y  k e p t  s h a k in g  h is  h e a d  f irm ly . P r e s 
e n tly  S a m  m o tio n e d  to  h im  to  c o m e  o v e r  
to  th e m . " T h e r e ’s b e e n  a h itc h  in  o u r  p la n s , 
C a r p e n ,” h e  s a id . " Y o u ’l l  h a v e  to  s t ic k  
a ro u n d  w ith  us n o w  u n t i l  th is  th in g  is 
s e t t le d  a n d  w e  le a v e  h e r e . D o n ’t  g e t  n o sy , 
a n d  d o n ’t try  to  ru n  aw ay , o r  th a t ’l l  b e  
y o u r f in is h . R e m e m b e r , o n e  w r o n g  m o v e  o u t 
o f  y o u  a n d — ” H e  m a d e  a  s h a rp  g e s tu r e . " I f



24 SHORT STORIES
y ou  b e h a v e , w e ’l l  m a k e  i t  f ig h t  w ith  y o u , 
a f te r w a r d ."

T h e s e  w o rd s  w e re  n o t  as s o o th in g  to  
J o h n n y ’s p e a c e  o f  m in d  as th e y  s h o u ld  h a v e  
b e e n . T h e r e  h a d  p la in ly  b e e n  s o m e  a r g u 
m e n t as to  h is  fa te .  H e  f e l t  th a t  D ig g e r  
to o k  h is  c o n t in u e d  p re s e n c e  as a  n u is a n c e , 
a n d  w o u ld  w e lc o m e  a n y  e x c u s e  f o r  ta k in g  
d ra s tic  a c t io n . H e  a lre a d y  k n e w  to o  m u c h  
a b o u t M e l lo d y ’s m is s io n , w h ic h  h a d  c e r 
ta in ly  b e e n  d e s p e ra te ly  i l le g a l ,  a n d  n o w  
th e y  w e r e  le a v in g  h im  in  a  p o s it io n  to  
le a rn  s t i ll  m o r e . A l l  th a t  w as n o t  a  g u a r a n 
te e  f o r  fu tu r e  s a fe ty .

JO H N N Y  w o n d e re d  a g a in  i f  L o r in g  
c o u ld  b e  p e rs u a d e d  to  h e lp  h im  g e t  

aw ay . P e rh a p s  i t  w o u ld  b e  b e t te r  to  try  to  
b o l t  a t th e  f ir s t  c h a n c e , s in c e  th e  b u t le r  d id  
n o t  se e m  to  h a v e  th e  s o r t  o f  c o u r a g e  th a t  
w o u ld  b a lk  M e l lo d y ’s w il l .  M o r e o v e r , o u t
s id e  th e  h o u s e  w e r e  th o s e  d o g s , a n d  b e 
y o n d  th e m  th e  b a r b e d -w ir e  fe n c e s . I t  w o u ld  
b e  n o  e a s ie r  to  b r e a k  o u t  o f  D r e a m e r ’s 
R e s t  th a n  i t  w o u ld  b e  to  b r e a k  in . C a r p e n  
sat d o w n  o n  a ca rv e d  te a k  c h e s t  to  th in k  i t  
o v e r .

M e llo d y  c a lle d  h is  m e n  a ro u n d  h im . 
" L e t ’s g e t  H is  N ib b s  u n p a c k e d  a n d  h a v e  
a  g o o d  lo d e  a t  h im . H e ’s th e  g u e s t o f  h o n o r  
to n ig h t— w e ’l l  a ll  d r in k  a  to a s t  to  th e  o ld  
d e v i l ."

T h e y  r a n g  f o r  L o r in g  a n d  s e n t  h im  fo r  
a n  a s s o r tm e n t o f  to o ls . W h e n  th e s e  h a d  
b e e n  s u p p lie d , M e l lo d y ’s m e n  w e n t to  w o rk  
w ith  a w il l ,  b u t  th e  p a c k in g  h a d  b e e n  so  
w e ll  d o n e  th e y  h a d  to  u se  a n  a x e  to  h a c k  
o f f  th e  m e ta l  s tr ip s  a n d  te a r  lo o s e  th e  
b o a rd s . S iv a  h a d  b e e n  s w a th e d  in  o ld  g u n n y  
sa ck s  a n d  b e d d e d  d o w n  w ith  s tra w . T h is  
h a d  b e e n  w e tte d  a t  v a r io u s  s ta g e s  o f  th e  
jo u rn e y  a n d  g a v e  o f f  th e  p u n g e n t  o d o r  
C a r p e n  h a d  f ir s t  n o t ic e d .

A s  th e  m e n  p u lle d  aw ay  th e s e  w r a p p in g s  
b y  th e  h a n d fu ls , th e  to p m o s t  r ig h t  a rm  
-and h a n d , g r a s p in g  a  m y s tic  sy m b o l su d 
d e n ly  th r u s t  th r o u g h  its  c o v e r in g  l ik e  a 
m e n a c in g  g e s tu r e . P r e s e n t ly  S iv a ’s s n a r l in g , 
g a p in g  m o u th  a n d  h id e o u s  h e a d  a ro se  a b o v e  
th e  l i t t e r  o f  s tra w  a n d  s a c k in g . A r m  a f te r  
a rm  w as fr e e d , u n t il  th e  s ta tu e  s to o d  c le a r  
o f  th e  r u b b le , m a ss iv e , b r o n z e , th r e a te n in g .

I n  s p ite  o f  th e m s e lv e s , th e  m e n  sto o d  
b u s h e d  as th e y  s ta re d  a t th is  a l ie n  d e ity .

H e  h a d  a n  a ir  w ith  h im , th is  G o d  w ith  a 
T h o u s a n d  N a m e s , a n  a ir  o f  d o m in a t io n . 
E v e n  M e l lo d y  w as c o n s c io u s  o f  s o m e  s u b tle  
a n d  a l ie n  f o r c e  re le a s e d  in to  th e  r o o m  
a t  h is  u n v e il in g . B i t s  o f  s tra w  k e p t  s l id in g  
d o w n  fr o m  h is  h a rd , m u s c u la r  b o d y . M a s 
s iv e , m a n -s iz e  h e  s to o d , m e n a c in g , je w e l-  
s tu d d e d , h is  p r a n c in g  f e e t  in s t in c t  w ith  
fu r y , h is  m u lt ip le  a rm s  av id  to  se iz e  an d  
re n d .

ME L L O D Y  b r o k e  th e  te n s io n  w ith  h is  
h a rd  la u g h . " L o o k s  k in d  o f  p e e v e d , 

d o e s n ’t h e ?  L ik e  to  w r e s t le  w ith  h im , B u l l ? ” 
T h i s  la t t e r  to  M c S p a r r e n , th e  m o s t  m u s c u la r  
a n d  b u ll-n e a k e d  o f  h is  r a n k -a n d -f i le  m e n , 
th e  m a n  w h o  h a d  d r iv e n  th e  tru c k  o n  th e  
la s t  s ta k e  o f  th e  jo u r n e y .

" N o t h i n ’ d o in ’ , B o s s , "  B u l l  re p lie d . ~ I 
d o n ’t  w a n t n o  p a r t o f  h im , e v e n  i f  h e  h ad  
o n ly  tw o  a rm s .

A t  th is  m o m e n t  L o r in g  e n te r e d  th e  ro o m , 
p u s h in g  a  w h e e le d  s e r v in g - ta b le  la d e n  w ith  
d is h e s , c u tle r y  a n d  g la s s e s . H e  b e g a n  to  se t 
p la c e s  a t  th e  ta b le ,  a n d , a m id  th e  te m p o ra ry  
d iv e r s io n  c re a te d  b y  h is  a c t iv it ie s , n o  o n e  
h e a rd  th e  lo w  g r u n t  th a t  c a m e  fr o m  th e  
d a is .

J o h n n y  C a r p e n  w as th e  f irs t  to  n o t ic e , 
a n d  le a p e d  u p  f r o m  th e  c h e s t , p o in t in g . 
D ig g e r  tu rn e d  a ro u n d . " D a n !  D a n !  L o o k ! "  
h e  c r ie d . B u l l  M c S p a r r e n  w as s lid in g  s lo w 
ly  to w a rd  th e  f lo o r . H is  h a n d s  w e r e  g r a s p 
in g  fe e b ly  a t th e  s m o o th  te x tu r e  o f  S iv a ’s 
le g s . A s  th e y  w a tc h e d , s p e llb o u n d , h e  s lip 
p e d  f a r t h e r  d o w n , r o lle d  l im p ly  o v e r  th e  
e d g e  o f  th e  d a is  a n d  f e l l  m o tio n le s s  a m id st 
th e  w e lte r  o f  s tra w  a n d  s a c k in g , h u d d le d  a t 
th e  fe e t  o f  th e  m a lic io u s ly  g r in n in g  im a g e .

I l l

LO R I N G  c a s t a  d is a p p r o v in g  lo o k  a ro u n d  
h im  as h e  e n te r e d  th e  b a n q u e t  h a l l  a t 

D r e a m e r ’s R e s t ,  w h e r e  M e l lo d y ’s m e n  w e re  
h o ld in g  a  c a ro u s a l in  h o n o r  o f  th e  h a p p y  
te r m in a t io n  o f  th e ir  s tr a n g e  u n d e r ta k in g . 
I n  L o r in g ’s h a n d s  w a s  a  tra y , la d e n  w ith  
d e c a n te r s  o f  C o lo n e l  P o t te r m a x 's  c h o ic e s t  
l iq u o r s . T h e s e  w e r e  n o t  th e  f ir s t  r e p le n is h 
m e n ts  h e  h a d  b e e n  c a l le d  u p o n  to  s u p p ly , 
n o r  l ik e ly  to  b e  th e  la s t ,  h e  th o u g h t  so u rly  
to  h im s e l f  as h e  a p p r o a c h e d  th e  a n t iq u e  re 
fe c to r y  ta b le ,  its  to p  n o w  a  s h a m b le s  w ith
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th e  re m a in s  o f  th e  re p a s t h u r r ie d ly  b u t  a d e 
q u a te ly  p ro d u c e d  f r o m  th e  C o lo n e l ’s 
k itc h e n s .

P o t te r m a x 's  b u t le r  r e ta in e d  h is  o u tw a rd  
a ir  o f  d e l ib e r a te  c a lm , b u t  h e  w a s  b o th  
a p p a lle d  a n d  a m a z e d  a t th e  c a p a c ity  f o r  
l iq u o r  e x h ib ite d  b y  th is  h a r d -b it te n  c r e w . 
H e  d id  n o t  c o n s id e r  th a t  th e  b a r s  w e r e  
d o w n  a f te r  m o n th s  o f  v ir tu a l  a b s te n t io n , 
a n d  o n ly  k n e w  th a t  th e y  m u s t b e  d r in k in g  
th e m s e lv e s  in to  a  s ta te  o f  o b liv io n . M e l -  
lo d y  a lo n e  sa t e r e c t  a n d  e a g le -e y e d  a t th e  
h e a d  o f  th e  ta b le , a  tw is te d  s m ile  o n  h is  
fa c e  as h e  w a tch e d  h is  h e n c h m e n .

L o r in g ’s fa t - b e l l ie d  d e c a n te r s  w e r e  s n a tc h 
ed  u p  w ith  e a g e r  c r ie s  a n d  w re s te d  fr o m  
h a n d  to  h a n d  w ith  a lc o h o l ic  jo l l i t y  an d  
c o a r s e  je s t .  C ig a r e t te  s tu b s  l i t t e r e d  th e  u sed  
p la te s  a n d  sw a m  in  th e  d re g s  o f  th e  c u p s ; 
th e  C o lo n e l ’s c h o ic e s t  c o r o n a s  a n d  im p o r te d  
T u r k is h  c ig a r e t te s  m in g le d  a ro m a s  in  th e  
a ir ,  w h ic h  w as a c q u ir in g  a  b lu is h  t in g e .

" Y o u ’re  n o t d r in k in g  a n y th in g , M r . M e l 
o d y ? ” w a s  L o r in g ’s p o li te  q u e ry  as h e  saw  
th e  s a m e  f i lle d  b u t  u n to u c h e d  g la s s  o f  
sm o k y  S c o tc h  b e fo r e  th e  f o r m e r ’s p la c e .

"S o m e b o d y  in  th is  o u t f i t ’s g o t  to  k e e p  
h is  h e a d  d e a r , ” M e l lo d y  a n s w e re d . " I ’l l  
ta k e  m y  tu r n  la te r . S i t  d o w n  a n d  h a v e  a 
d r in k  w ith  u s , L o r in g ,” h e  in v ite d . " T h i s  
is o u r  n ig h t  to  h o w l .”

T h e  b u t le r  f id g e te d , a n d  h is  s a llo w  fa c e  
flu sh e d . " T h a n k  y o u , M r .  M e l lo d y . I t ’s 
v e ry  k in d  o f  y o u , b u t  I  f e e l  th a t  k  is  n o t  
m y  p la c e  to  s it  d o w n  u n b id d e n  a t th e  
C o lo n e l ’s ta b le  a n d  d r in k  h is  l iq u o r .  Y o u  
a re  h is  g u e s ts , s ir , so  to  s p e a k , b u t  I  am  
s t i l l  h is  s e r v a n t— e v e n  in  h is  a b s e n c e .” 

M e l lo d y  c o c k e d  a n  ey e  u p w a rd . " W h y  so  
s t if f  a n d  p re c is e , L o r in g ?  Y o u ’re  n o t  s t i ll  
s o r e  b e c a u se  I  c lo u te d  th a t  d o g , a r e  y o u ? ” 

" S i n c e  y o u  m e n tio n  it , th e  C o lo n e l  se ts  
g r e a t  s to r e  b y  th o s e  d o g s . T h e y  c o s t tw o  
h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f ty  d o lla r s  a p ie c e .”

M e llo d y  s n o r te d  d e r is iv e ly . " I  s e t  g r e a t  
s to r e  b y  m y  m e n , to o , m o r e  th a n  y o u r  tw o - 
f i f ty  a h e a d . Y o u ’d b e t te r  se e  to  it  th a t  
th e y  b e h a v e  b e t te r , o r  y o u ’l l  h a v e  a lo t  o f  
m o n e y  t ie d  u p  in  d e a d  d o g s .”

L o r in g  w in c e d  a t th e  so u n d  o f  t in k lin g  
g la s s . O n e  o f  th e  C o lo n e l 's  c h o ic e s t  g o b 
le ts  h a d  ju s t  g o n e  b y  th e  b o a r d  a m id  th e  
c o m p a n y ’s g e n e r a l  h i la r i ty , M e l lo d y  lo o k e d  
u p .

" I  k n o w  w h a t y o u ’re  th in k in g , L o r in g ,” 
h e  sa id  s o f t ly .  " Y o u ’r e  c u r s in g  th e m  in  
y o u r  h e a r t  f o r  s w in e — b a r b a r ia n s . Y o u 'r e  
r ig h t .  A l l  th is  s tu ff  is  to o  g o o d  f o r  th e m . 
T h e y  s h o u ld  b e  f e e d in g  in  th e  k itc h e n  o ff 
y o u r c o a r se  c h in a  a n d  d r in k in g  o u t  o f  
g la ss e s  f r o m  th e  f iv e -a n d -te n . T h e y ’re  n o t 
u p  to  th is  s h o w .” H e  sn e e re d  u p  to  th e  
im p a s s iv e  b u t le r .  " I t ’s a l l  P o t te r m a x ’s fa u lt .  
I f  h e  h a d  b e e n  h e r e , w ith  th e  m o n e y  
c o u n te d  a n d  re a d y , th is  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  
a v o id e d . W e  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  p a id  o f f  at 
th e  b a c k  e n tr a n c e , l ik e  th e  g r o c e r  o r  th e  
m ilk m a n , a n d  s e n t  a w ay . L o o k  a t th e  scu m  
— th e y ’v e  fe d  l ik e  s w in e , th e y ’l l  d r in k  t i l l  
th e  l ig h ts  g o  o u t , b u rn  h o le s  in  y o u r ta b le  
c o v e r , s m a s h  y o u r g la s s w a r e  a n d  p ro b a b ly  
wdnd u p  b y  b e in g  s ic k  a ll  o v e r  th a t  n ic e  
S a r o o k  o n  th e  f lo o r . J u s t  lo o k  a t th e  b la s te d  
f o o l s !”

TH E  c o m p a n y  w as c e r ta in ly  r e a c h in g  a 
m e llo w  s ta te . D ig g e r  w as h ila r io u s ly  

tip s y , p r a n k is h  a n d  o b s c e n e . B i l l ,  o n  th e  
o th e r  h a n d , w a s  b e c o m in g  m o ro s e , m e la n 
c h o ly , d o w n in g  h is  d r in k s  w ith  s h o r t g u lp s  
a n d  s ta r in g , s a d -e y e d , a t  th e  l i t t e r  o n  th e  
ta b le . G e o r g e , w h o  h a d  b e e n  B u l l  M c -  
S p a r r e n ’s c o m p a n io n  o n  th e  tru c k  b e a r in g  
th e  c ra te d  S iv a , w as p e r s p ir in g , b e a m in g , 
re a d y  to  b u r s t  in to  s o n g . J o e  see m e d  to  b e  
m o r e  th a n  h a l f  sea s  o v e r , b u t h e  k e p t  stiffly  
u p r ig h t , in  im ita t io n  o f  h is  le a d e r , g la r in g  
f ie r c e ly  a ro u n d , re a d y  to  f ig h t  any o n e  w h o  
s h o u la  e v e n  h in t  h e  w as s lig h t ly  t ig h t .

Jo h n n y  C a r p e n  w a s  p u z z le d  by  a ll  th is . 
A c c e p te d  in to  th e  b r o th e r h o o d  o n  th is  f e s 
t iv e  o c c a s io n , h e  h a d  fo u n d  h im s e l f  sea ted  
b e s id e  D ig g e r ,  w h o  to o k  a p e rv e rs e  d e l ig h t  
in  p r e s s in g  h im  a g a in  an d  a g a in  to  h a v e  
a n o th e r . A s  a  r e s u lt , th e  h u g e  ro o m  w as 
b e c o m in g  a d im , m is ty  a f fa ir  w h e re  M e l-  
lo d y ’s g r im  f a c e  a lo n e , l ik e  a  s in is te r  m o o n , 
s h o n e  s te a d ily . H o w e v e r , e v e n  th e  p o ten cy  
o f  th e  P o tte r m a x  l iq u o r  c o u ld n ’t  d o w n  th e  
s u s p ic io n  th a t  th e  h i la r i ty  an d  c la tte r  
c r e a te d  b y  M e l lo d y ’s m e n  w as d is p r o p o r 
t io n a te  to  th e  a m o u n t o f  l iq u o r  a c tu a lly  
c o n s u m e d .

T h e  b u t le r  w a s  a t a  lo s s  to  in te r p r e t  
M e l lo d y ’s b i t in g  r e m a r k s , so  h e  re ta in e d  
th e  e x p r e s s io n le s s  m a s k  th a t  w as th e  p r e r o g 
a t iv e  o f  h is  p o s it io n . " L o o k  a t th e m , 
L o r i n g ,” th e  b it t e r  v o ic e  w e n t o n , " lo o k  a t
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th e m — M e llo d y ’s  sc u m — b u t I  lo v e  ’e m , 
e v e ry  o n e . M a y b e  th e y  d o n ’t  k n o w  h o w  to  
h a n d le  a  k n i f e  a n d  f o r k  g r a c e fu lly ,  b u t

fiv e  ’e m  a  g u n ! T h e y ’re  n o  o r n a m e n ts  in  a 
r a w in g -r o o m , b u t  o u t  in  th o s e  S ia m e s e  

ju n g le s ,  d o w n  th o s e  h e l l is h  C a m b o d ia n  
r iv e r s  in  a  s tr a w -th a tc h e d  s a m p a n , n o  
d r in k s , n o  w o m e n , n o  fo o d , n o  re a l s le e p  
f o r  w e e k s— a n d  th e y  c a m e  th r o u g h  f o r  
m e ! H e a t , s w e a t, c r a w lin g  w a te r , ro o ts  a n d  
b e r r ie s  to  g n a w  a t, f e v e r ,  s n a k e s — a n d  th a t  
o ld  S iv a  tie d  a r o u n d  o u r  n e c k s  l ik e  a  m i l l 
s to n e . I t ’s a n  e p ic , L o r in g , th a t  s to ry , o n e  
o f  th e  re a l e p ic s  th a t  n e v e r  g e t  in to  p r in t . 
A n d  w h y  d id  w e  h o ld  o n  th r o u g h  a l l  th a t  
s w e a t a n d  h e l l ?  S o  C o lo n e l  P o tte r m a x  c o u ld  
h a v e  a n  a u th e n t ic  S iv a  to  b o a s t  o f  in  h is  
c o l le c t io n ?  L ik e  h e l l !  W e  d id  i t  so  w e  
c o u ld  s p l i t  u p  a  b i t  o f  m o n e y  a m o n g  o u r 
s e lv e s .”

ME L L O D Y  s ta re d  a t th e  s n a r l in g  g o d  
w h o s e  p re s e n c e  d o m in a te d  th a t  ro o m , 

c ra m m e d  th o u g h  i t  w as w ith  r e s p le n d e n t  
o b je c t s .  " T h e  C o lo n e l ’s g e t t in g  th a t  th in g  
d ir t  c h e a p . E ig h t  o f  us w e n t a f t e r  it , b u t 
o n ly  s ix  c a m e  b a c k . S o  w h y  s h o u ld n ’t  th e y  
c e le b r a te ?  A n d  i f  th e y  b r e a k  e v e ry  p ie c e  o f  
ju n k  in  th is  ro o m , i t ’l l  b e  th e  C o lo n e l ’s 
o w n  fa u lt .  W h y  is n ’t  h e  h e r e , a n y w a y ? 
H e  h a d  p le n ty  o f  n o t ic e . G o in g  to  lo o k  a t 
c a rv e d  ja d e  w h e n  th e  S h ik a n o i  S iv a  is  d u e  
t o  a r r iv e ! H e  s h o u ld ’v e  b e e n  as p r o m p t as 
w e  w e re . W e  h a d  to  c o m e  th o u s a n d s  o f  
m ile s , a n d  a l l  h e  h a d  to  d o  w as to  w a lk  
d o w n sta irs . I t ’d  s e r v e  h im  r ig h t  i f  w e  a l l  
c a rv e d  o u r  in it ia ls  in  th is  ta b le  w h ile  w e ’re  
w a it in g — a l i t t le  te s t im o n ia l  f r o m  M e llo d y ’s 
h o o d lu m s . M a y b e  i t ’d  te a c h  h im  b e t te r  
m a n n e r s  f o r  n e x t  t im e .”

L o r in g  w a s  d ism a y e d  b y  th is  s u g g e s te d  
v a n d a lis m , a n d  v is ib ly  f l in c h e d . " B u t  y ou  
w o u ld n ’t a l lo w  th a t? ” h e  g a s p e d . " T h i s  
ta b le  is  a  v e ry  c h o ic e  s p e c im e n , s ir , F l o r 
e n t in e  R e n a is s a n c e .”

" Y o u  c a ll  th a t  an  a n tiq u e , e h ?  Y o u ’d 
c o m p a r e  th is  ta b le  w ith  th e  S h ik a n o i  S iv a ?  
L o o k  a t i t . T h a t ’s a n  a n tiq u e  f o r  y o u . S c o u r  
E u r o p e  a n d  y o u ’l l  fin d  d o z e n s  o f  ta b le s  to  
m a tc h  o r  su rp a ss  th is  in  v a lu e — b u t  w h e re  
w il l  y ou  fin d  a n o th e r  g e n u in e  S iv a ?  T h e r e ’s 
o n ly  o n e  h a s e v e r  b e e n  s n a tc h e d  f r o m  th a t  
G o d -fo r s a k e n  h u m p  o f  A s ia , a n d  i t  to o k  
D a n ie l  J .  M e llo d y  to  d o  i t .  N o  m a t te r

h o w  m u c h  m o n e y  w as s p e n t  to  g e t  it— i t ’s 
s t i l l  a  b a r g a in — th e  f in e s t  O r ie n t a l  p ie c e  y ou  
c a n  th in k  o f . ”

“ I  w o u ld n ’t  g o  q u ite  as f a r  as th a t , M r . 
M e llo d y . T h e r e  is  o n e  o th e r  p ie c e , f o r  in 
s ta n c e , in f in ite ly  m o r e  d e s ir a b le , a t  le a s t  
in  th e  C o lo n e l ’s e s t im a t io n .”

M e llo d y  w as s u r p r is e d  a t  th e  m a n ’s u n 
w o n te d  e n th u s ia s m . " O h o ,  s o  y o u ’r e  an  
a u th o r ity , e h ? ”

L o r in g  m a d e  a  d e p re c a to ry  g e s tu re . 
" C o lo n e l  P o tte r m a x  is c o n s ta n tly  ta lk in g  
a b o u t  su ch  th in g s , s ir . I  m a y  c la im  a q u ite  
e x te n s iv e  s e c o n d -h a n d  k n o w le d g e . P e r s o n 
a lly , as I  s a id  b e fo r e ,  th e s e  th in g s  h a v e  v ery  
l i t t l e  c h a r m  f o r  m e .”

" A n d  w h a t o u tr a n k s  o u r  S h ik a n o i  S iv a  
in  th e  C o lo n e l ’s m in d ? ”

" T h e  E m e r a ld  B u d d h a , M r .  M e l lo d y .”

TH E  a d v e n tu r e r ’s ey es le a p e d  a n d  g le a m 
e d . " A h , ” h e  b r e a th e d , " s o  o u r  C o lo n e l  

w o u ld  l ik e  to  la y  h a n d s  o n  th e  E m e r a ld  
B u d d h a . T h a t ’s a s tr a n g e  s to ry , L o r in g . M i l 
l io n s  h a v e  h e a rd  o f  it , a n d  w il l  s w e a r  th a t  
th e r e  is su ch  a  th in g , y e t n o  l iv in g  m a n  h a s 
e v e r  s e e n  it . S o m e  say  it  is  a t S a ig o n , s o m e  
P e ip in g , th e n  b u r ie d  in  th e  lo s t  v a u lts  o f  
A n g k o r  V a t ,  o r  h id d e n  in  a le a d  c a s k e t 
b e lo w  th e  red  w a te rs  o f  th e  S h a r k ’s M o u th , 
g u a r d e d  e te r n a lly  in  th e  la n d  o f  th e  G o ld e n  
C h e r s o n e s e . A  p r e tty  le g e n d , a  v ery  p re tty  
le g e n d . N o ,  L o r in g , I ’m  a fr a id  a l l  th e  
C o lo n e l ’s m o n e y  w il l  n o t  b r in g  h im  a lo o k  
a t  th e  E m e r a ld  B u d d h a . L ik e  th e  S p a n is h  
to m o r r o w , i t  is  a lw a y s  ju s t  o u t  o f  re a c h . 
B e g in  th e  se a r c h  w h e r e v e r  y o u  p le a s e , i t  is 
a lw a y s  s o m e w h e r e  e ls e .”

H is  ey es b ro o d e d  o v e r  d is ta n t  s ce n e s , 
th o u s a n d s  o f  m ile s  a w a y , to  th a t  r e e k in g , 
te e m in g , ju n g le  la n d  o f  m y ste ry , o f  b lo o d , 
p lu n d e r  a n d  lo o t— a n d  its  u n e x p la in a b le , 
lo s t  c iv i l iz a t io n s .

" E n o u g h  o f  t h a t .” M e l lo d y  ro se  fr o m  
h is  c h a ir  a n d  to o k  L o r in g  b y  th e  e lb o w . 
" L e t ’s g o  a n d  h a v e  a n o th e r  lo o k  a t  B u l l , ” 
h e  s u g g e s te d  in  a  lo w  v o ic e . U n n o t ic e d , 
th e y  m a d e  th e ir  w ay  to  th e  d o o r . I n  th e  
sh a d o w s  o f  th e  h a l l  th e  g ig a n t ic  N e g r o  
s to o d  lo o k in g  in  a t  th e  re v e lr y . T h e r e  w as 
n o  e m o tio n  r e g is te r e d  o n  h is  fa c e , n o th in g  
b u t  th e  s u lle n  a p a th y  th a t  m a rk e d  a l l  h is  
m o v e m e n ts , u n t il  th e y  c a m e  c lo s e r  a n d  h e  
r e c o g n iz e d  M e l lo d y . T h e n  a  b la z e  o f  f e 
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ro c ity  s h o n e  in  h is  e y es , a n d  h is  m o u th  
tw itc h e d .

M e l lo d y  w a s  n o  w h it  a b a sh e d  b y  th is  
d is p la y  o f  e n m ity . H e  s ta re d  c o n te m p tu o u s ly  
a t  tn e  N e g r o ,  th e n  tu rn e d  to  L o r in g .  " W h a t  
I  sa id  a b o u t y o u r d o g s  g o e s  f o r  th is  f e l lo w , 
to o . I  d o n ’t  l ik e  h i m .”

" H e 's  d e v o te d  to  th o s e  d o g s ,” L o r in g  
e x p la in e d . " N o b o d y  e ls e  c a n  c o n t r o l  th e m . 
H e ’l l  g r ie v e  o v e r  th e  o n e  y o u  k i l le d  l ik e  
a fa th e r  w h o  h a s  lo s t  h is  c h i ld .”

T h e  b u t le r  le d  th e  w a y  u p  a  s ta irc a s e  
a n d  a lo n g  a  c r o o k e d  h a llw a y  to  a  ro o m  
o n  th e  se co n d  f lo o r . T h e r e ,  in  a  s im p ly - fu r 
n is h e d  g u e s t -b e d r o o m , th e  in e r t  b u lk  o f  B u l l  
M c S p a r r e n  la y  s tr e tc h e d  o u t  o n  th e  b e d . A s  
th e y  e n te r e d , a  w o m a n  r o s e  f r o m  b e s id e  th e  
u n c o n s c io u s  m a n  a n d  m o v e d  to  o n e  s id e , 
e y e in g  M e llo d y  w ith  a  s id e lo n g  g la n c e .  T h e  
sh a d e d  la m p  b y  th e  b e d  re v e a le d  h e r  c o i ls  
o f  g l is te n in g  b la c k  h a ir ,  e y e s  l ik e  d a r k  p o o ls , 
w h ite  te e th  a n d  o l iv e - t in te d  s k in . T h e  p ro 
v o c a tiv e  c u rv e s  o f  h e r  fo r m  s e e m e d  d e l ib 
e r a te ly  e n h a n c e d  b y  th e  l in e s  o f  h e r  s im p le  
d re ss . Y e t  th e r e  w a s  s o m e th in g  w r o n g  a b o u t 
h e r  fa c e ,  h e r  ey es .

" W h o  is  t h i s ? ” M e llo d y  d e m a n d e d , 
s h a rp ly .

" M r s .  L ig h t f o o t — th e  c o o k ,” w as th e  re 
p ly . " S h e ’s a n  o c to r o o n . W e  h a d  to  h ir e  
th a t  la z y , g o o d - fo r -n o th in g  b la c k  a p e  in  
o r d e r  to  g e t  h e r  s e r v ic e s .”

M e llo d y  w a s  m o r e  th a n  a  l i t t le  su rp rise d  
a t th e  im p e c c a b le  L o r in g  s p e a k in g  th u s  
b r u ta l ly  o f  th e  w o m a n ’s h u sb a n d  b e fo r e  
h e r  fa c e , b u t  th e  re a s o n  w as so o n  f o r t h 
c o m in g . " O c t o r ia ,” th e  b u t le r  w e n t o n , " i s  
a  d e a f  m u te . Y o u ’v e  p r o b a b ly  n o t ic e d  th e  
c h a r a c te r is t ic  e x p r e s s io n  o f  h e r  fa c e . L ig h t -  
fo o t  is  a m u te , to o , b u t  h e  c a n  h e a r . I  s u p 
p o s e  t h e ir  m a r r ia g e  w a s  a n o th e r  c a s e  o f  
m is e ry  lo v in g  c o m p a n y ."

U n d e r  M e l lo d y ’s a p p r a is in g  scru tin y  th e  
w o m a n  r e tr e a te d  to  a  d is ta n t  c o r n e r , h e r  l ip s  
b a b b lin g  a w h im p e r in g  so u n d . T h e  w e t 
n ig h t  w in d  sw e p t in  th r o u g h  th e  o p e n  w in 
d o w , r u s t l in g  th e  d ra p e r ie s . M e llo d y  lo o k e d  
a t L o r in g  w ith  a  q u iz z ic a l  e y e . " T h i s  is  
a  d a m n e d  q u e e r  h o u s e ,” h e  sa id , " w it h  
d a m n e d  q u e e r  p e o p le  in  i t .  I  lo o k  fo r w a r d  
to  a  b e t te r  a c q u a in ta n c e  w ith  th e  C o lo n e l , 
L o r i n g ."
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TH E Y  tu rn e d  t h e ir  a t te n t io n  to  th e  
s tr ic k e n  m a n . T h e  e x a c t  n a tu r e  o f  

h is  a c c id e n t  s t i l l  r e m a in e d  a  m y ste ry . “ N o  
c h a n g e  s in c e  w e  w e re  u p  h e r e  b e f o r e ,” M e l -  
lo d y  m u tte re d . L o r in g  tu rn e d  to  th e  w o m a n , 
a n d  h is  f in g e rs  a n d  a rm s  m o v e d  in  th e  ra p id  
s ig n s  o f  th e  m u te  a lp h a b e t , w h ile  th e  lu s h -  
f ig u re d  o c to r o o n  lo o k e d  o n  in te n t ly . A t  th e  
c o n c lu s io n  h e r  o w n  f in g e r s  w o rk e d  r a p id ly  
in  re p ly . ,

" S h e  says th e r e  h a s  b e e n  n o  c h a n g e , M r . 
M e llo d y . T h e  m a n  h a s n ’t m o v e d  o r  s h o w n  
an y  s ig n  o f  l i f e  s in c e  w e  l e f t  h i m .” 

M e llo d y  fr o w n e d  d o w n  a t th e  m a s s iv e  
h u lk . B u l l ’s ey es  w e r e  c lo s e d , th e r e  w a s  n o  
p e r c e p t ib le  r is e  an d  fa l l  o f  h is  b r e a s t , a n d  
h e  h a d  a l l  th e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  a  c o r p s e . M e l 
lo d y  p u t h is  f in g e rs  o v e r  th e  h e a r t  a n d  c o u ld  
fe e l  b u t  th e  fa in te s t  th r o b , w h ic h  m ig h t  h a v e  
c o m e  fr o m  h is  o w n  a r te r ie s . H e  r o lle d  b a c k  
M c S p a r r e n ’s e y e lid s  to  e x a m in e  th e  p u p ils . 
T h e  b u t le r  a n d  M r s . L ig h t f o o t  w a tc h e d  
s ile n tly .

" H a d n ’t  w e  b e t t e r  se n d  f o r  a  d o c to r ? ” 
L o r in g  in q u ir e d , s e e in g  h is  p u z z le d  f r o w n . 
T h e  c a se  w a s  o b v io u s ly  b e y o n d  M e l lo d y ’s 
ro u g h  a n d  rea d y  p o w e rs  o f  d ia g n o s is .

T h e  a d v e n tu re r  s h o o k  h is  h e a d  im p a t ie n t
ly . " H o w  c o u ld  w e  e x p la in  th in g s  to  h im ?  
A n d  w h a t g o o d  c o u ld  h e  d o , e x c e p t  m a k e  
tro u b le , a n d  p ro b a b ly  ta lk  to o  m u c h  a f t e r 
w a rd ?  T h i s  is n ’t  a c a s e  o f  a  b r o k e n  b o n e  to  
b e  s e t  o r  a  w o u n d  to  b e  p ro b e d . B u l l  h a s n ’t  
a m a r k  o n  h i m .” H e  s h o o k  h is  h e a d . " I  
c a n ’t  g e t  th e  h a n g  o f  th is , a t  a l l .  B u l l  m u s t 
h a v e  b r o u g h t  b a d e  th e  v iru s  o f  s o m e  ju n g le  
in s e c t , a lth o u g h  w h y  i t  to o k  a ll  th is  t im e  
to  w o rk  o u t is a  m y ste ry  to  m e .”

" P e r h a p s  th e  w e t w e a th e r — "  L o r in g  su g 
g e s te d . " H a v e n ’ t  I  h e a r d  th e  ra in y  w e a th e r  
b r in g s  su ch  th in g s  to  a h e a d ? ”

M e llo d y  n o d d e d . “ Y e s ,  i t  m ig h t  b e  th a t . 
I t  c o u ld n 't  h a v e  b e e n  th e  ts e ts e , a lth o u g h  
th e  e ffe c ts  a r e  r a th e r  s im ila r . B a c k  in  th e  
ju n g le  th e y  w o u ld  c a l l  th is  a  ju ju  d e a th , a n d  
s w in g  ra tt le s  a n d  b u r n  fe a th e r s  to  c h a s e  
aw a y  th e  e v il  s p ir it s .  O u r  d o c to rs  w o u ld  
c a l l  i t  a  sy n c o p e , w ith  s o m e  ja w -b r e a k in g  
L a t in  p r e f ix , a n d  d o  a b o u t as m u c h  g o o d  
w ith  t h e ir  o w n  v a r ie ty  o f  h o c u s  p o c u s . Y e s ,  
I ’m  a fa id  B u l l  is  in  a  b ad  w ay— ”

" W h a t  d o  y o u  s u p p o s e  re a lly  h a p p e n e d , 
M r .  M e llo d y ?  C o u ld  h e  h a v e  s tru c k  h is  
b e a d  o n  o n e  o f  th e  s ta tu e ’s a r m s ? ”

“T h a t ’s  h a rd  to  say , L o r in g . W h e n  w e  
c a u g h t s ig h t  o f  h im  h e  w a s  ju s t  s l ip p in g  to  
th e  f lo o r . N o  o n e  w as s ta n d in g  n e a r  h im . 
A t  th e  t im e  I  th o u g h t  h e  m u s t h a v e  c ra c k e d  
h is  h e a d  a g a in s t  S iv a , in  r is in g , say . B u t  
th e r e 's  n o t  a  m a r k  o n  h is  h e a d , a n d  i t  
ju s t  i s n ’t p o s s ib le  th a t  h e  c o u ld  h a v e  h it  
h is  h e a d  h a rd  e n o u g h  to  s tr e tc h  h im  o u t 
c o ld  w ith o u t a  c u t  o r  a  lu m p  o r  a  b r u is e  to  
sh o w  it . T h e n ,  to o , w h y  c a n ’t  w e  ro u s e  
h im ? ”

AS  T H E Y  w a tc h e d , a  s u b tle  c h a n g e  c a m e  
o v e r  M c S p a r r e n ’s fa c e . I t s  l in e s  se e m e d  

to  s h i f t  e v e r  s a  g e n t ly , to  b e c o m e  s u n k e n  
a  b i t  in  t h e  c h e e k s , sh a d o w e d  a ro u n d  th e  
e y es . T h e  l ip s  s e t t le d  in to  a  m o c k in g  t i l t .  
M e l lo d y  w a s  s ta r t le d  b y  th is  r isu s  s a rd o n i-  
c u s , a  c h a r a c te r is t ic  s y m p to m  o f  te ta n u s  a n d  
o t h e r  fo r m s  o f  p o is o n in g . H e  s lip p e d  h is  
f in g e r s  u n d e r  M c S p a r r e n ’s s h ir t  a n d  h e ld  
th e m  th e r e , c o n c e n tr a t in g  h is  a tte n t io n .

S lo w ly  h e  w ith d r e w  h is  h a n d . " B u l l ’s 
d e a d l” h e  a n n o u n c e d .

L o r in g  s ta re d . " D e a d ?  W h a t  in  th e  w o r ld  
c a n  w e  d o — ? ”

“ W e 'U  d o  n o th in g  f o r  th e  t im e  b e in g . 
I ’l l  ta k e  c a r e  o f  th is . T h e  C o lo n e l  n e e d  
n e v e r  k n o w , L o r in g , i f  th a t ’s  w h a t ’s w o rry 
in g  y o u . S a y  n o t h in g  d o w n s ta ir s . O c to r ia ,  
h a n d  m e  th a t  m i r r o r .”

T h e  o c to r o o n  c o n t in u e d  to  s ta r e  a t  h im . 
“ Y o u  fo r g e t ,  s ir ,  s h e  c a n ’t  h e a r  y o u ,” th e  
b u t le r  s a id , a n d  b r o u g h t  i t  h im s e lf .  M e l lo d y  
h e ld  th e  g la s s  o v e r  th e  m u te  l ip s  a n d  u n d e r  
th e  n o s e . W h e n  h e  to o k  it  aw ay  i t  w a s  u n 
c lo u d e d . M r s .  L ig h t f o o t  s u d d e n ly  c o m p r e 
h e n d e d  w h a t h a d  ju s t  ta k e n  p la c e  b e fo r e  
th e ir  e y e s  a n d  b e g a n  to  t r e m b le , m a k in g  u n 
c o u th , w h im p e r in g  n o is e s , l ik e  a  s ic k  a n i
m a l.

“ M a k e  h e r  s to p  th a t  r a c k e t ,” M e llo d y  
o r d e r e d . " H o w  a m  I  g o in g  to  th in k  th is  o u t 
w h ile  s h e ’s c a r r y in g  o n  th a t  w a y ? "  T h e  b u t
le r  to o k  h e r  b y  th e  a rm s  a n d  s h o o k  h e r  u n til  
th e  s o u n d s  d ie d  a w ay .

" T a k e  h e r  a w a y , L o r in g , a n d  k e e p  h e r  
o u t  o f  s ig h t  i f  y o u  c a n . S o m e  o f  m y  m e n , 
y o u  k n o w , m ig h t  b e  c o lo r -b l in d — ”

I t  to o k  th e  b u t le r  a  fe w  m o m e n ts  to  r e a l
iz e  th e  im p lic a t io n  in  th is  la s t  re m a rk  o f  
M e l lo d y ’s. W h e n  i t  h a d  s tru c k  h o m e , a  
w a v e  o f  h o t  b lo o d  s u ffu se d  h is  fa c e , a n d  f o r  
an in s ta n t  h e  d ro p p e d  h is  m o u s e lik e  a ir .
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" T h a t  w o u ld  b e  m o st u n fo r tu n a te , s ir . 
L ig h t fo o t  is  a su r ly  b r u te , v e ry  p o w e r fu l  
w h e n  a ro u s e d , a n d  h e  is  cra zy  a b o u t th a t  
w i f e  o f  h is . T h e r e  w o u ld  b e  s e r io u s  tr o u b le , 
M r . M e llo d y , p o s s ib ly  b lo o d s h e d .”

" W e l l ,  s e e  to  i t  th a t  s h e  is k e p t  o u t  o f  th e  
w ay , th e n . I ’l l  k e e p  th e  b o y s  aw ay  fr o m  
th e  k itc h e n . T h e r e ’s c e r ta in ly  n o th in g  d e a f -  
a n d -d u m b  a b o u t h e r  f ig u r e , L o r in g . T h is  
c re w  o f  m in e  ta k e s  o r d e r s  p r e tty  w e l l ,  b u t  
I ’m  n o t  r u n n in g  a  S u n d a y -sc h o o l c la ss . 
T h e y ’v e  h a d  a  ro u g h  t im e  o f  it , a n d  th e y ’l l  
b e  f e e l in g  e x u b e r a n t  f o r  s o m e  t im e . T h e  
id e a  is  to  a v o id  t r o u b le .”

L o r in g  n o d d e d  a s o m b r e  a g r e e m e n t  w ith  
th is  s e n tim e n t .

" S a y  n o th in g  d o w n s ta irs  a b o u t B u l l .  N o  
o n e  is  to  e n te r  th is  ro o m . I ’m  g o in g  to  lo c k  
th e  d o o r  a n d  k e e p  th e  k e y  in  m y  p o c k e t. 
I ’l l  b re a k  th e  n e w s  in  m y  o w n  w a y . Y o u ’d 
b e t te r  b e  g e t t in g  b a c k  to  th e  p a rty , L o r in g , 
a n d  k e e p  a n  e y e  o n  m y  ro u g h n e c k s . I  d o n ’t 
w a n t P o tte r m a x  to  h a v e  to o  b ig  a  b i l l  f o r  
d a m a g e s . A n d  l is te n , s e n d  J o h n n y  C a r p e n  
u p  h e r e — th e  fe l lo w  th a t  w a s  b it te n  b y  th e  
d o g . T e l l  h im  q u ie t ly , so  th e  o th e r s  w o n ’t 
n o t ic e ."

T h e  b u t le r ’s fa c e  w e n t b la n k  a g a in  as h e  
n o d d e d  a n d  h a s te n e d  d o w n s ta irs . H e  le a n e d  
o v e r  J o h n n y ’s c h a ir  a n d  w h is p e r e d  th e  m e s 
sa g e . C a r p e n  w a s  g la d  o f  a n  e x c u s e  to  e s 
ca p e  D ig g e r ’s s a r d o n ic  a t te n t io n s , b u t  as h e  
w e n t u p  th e  s ta irs  h e  w o n d e re d  i f  i t  w a s  a 
c a se  o f  o u t o f  th e  f r y in g  p a n  a n d  in to  th e  
f ire .

A S  H E  o p e n e d  th e  d o o r  to  w h ic h  L o r in g  
h a d  d ir e c te d  h im  h e  th o u g h t  th e r e  w a s  

s o m e  m is ta k e , f o r  th e  ro o m  w a s  d a rk . 
T h e r e  w as a  c o ld , d a m p  a ir  b lo w in g  
th r o u g h .

" C o m e  in  a n d  s h u t th a t  d o o r , d a m n  - 
y o u !” I t  w a s  M e l lo d y ’s h a rs h  v o ic e  fr o m  
th e  d a rk n e s s . J o h n n y  c o m p lie d , s ta n d in g  
th e r e  w h ile  h e  h e a r d  th e  w in d o w  b e in g  
c lo s e d , th e  s h a d e  d ra w n , u n t i l  M e l lo d y  
tu rn e d  o n  th e  l ig h ts .  H e  lo o k e d  as g r im  as 
th e  g u n  h e  w a s  th r u s t in g  b a c k  in to  h is  h o l 
s te r .

S e e in g  C a r p e n  e y e in g  th e  f ig u r e  o n  th e  
b e d  h e  s a id , " Y e s ,  h e ’s d e a d .” T h e n  h e  
w e n t o v e r  to  B u l l ’s b o d y , u n fa s te n e d  th e  
s h o u ld e r  h o ls te r  a n d  g u n  a n d  p u t th e m  o n  
a ta b le  b e s id e  h im . " S i t  d o w n , C a r p e n .”

M e llo d y  sa t d o w n , to o . " H o w  d o  y ou  l ik e  
b e in g  a p r is o n e r  h e r e ? ”

J o h n n y  s h r u g g e d , to o  w a ry  to  a n s w e r  in  
w o rd s  u n t il  h e  h a d  s iz e d  u p  th e  m a n ’s m o o d .

" I  s u p p o s e  y o u ’v e  b e e n  tr y in g  to  th in k  
o f  a  w a y  to  e s c a p e ? ”

J o h n n y  s h r u g g e d  a g a in . " H o w ? ” h e  
c o u n te re d .

" D o n ’t  fe n c e  w ith  m e , C a r p e n . T h i s  is  a 
m a n  to  m a n  ta lk . I ’m  n o t  t r y in g  to  t r ip  
y o u  u p . N o  d o u b t y o u ’v e  b e e n  a f t e r  L o r in g  
to  h e lp  y o u  g e t  a w ay ? T h a t  w o u ld  b e  th e  
o b v io u s  m o v e .”

J o h n n y  m e t  th a t  s te a d y , b o r in g  g a z e . 
" Y e s ,  I  a s k e d  M r .  L o r in g  to  o p e n  th e  g a te  
f o r  m e . I  to ld  h im  I ’d  k e e p  m y  m o u th  sh u t 
a f te r w a r d , a n d  s o  I  w o u ld .”

M e llo d y  n o d d e d . " I  th o u g h t so . T h e  
p r im  b u t l i r .  A h , b u t  L o r in g  w o u ld n ’t  fa l l  
f o r  th a t  l in e .  H e  w o u ld n ’t  h a v e  th e  n e rv e  
to  c ro ss  m e .”

" H e  sa id  h e  c o u ld n ’t d o  i t , ” Jo h n n y  a n 
sw e re d  s im p ly .

" P r o b a b ly  h e  to ld  y o u  to  s t ic k  a ro u n d  
a n d  spy o n  u s, a n d  h e ’d h e lp  y o u  la t e r .” 
R e a d in g  th e  tr u th  o f  th is  in  C a r p e n ’s ey es, 
h e  c o n t in u e d , " I  th o u g h t  s o . I  k n o w  th e  
b r e e d .”

T h e r e  w a s  a p a u se . M e l lo d y  to o k  M e - 
S p a r r e n ’s g u n  f r o m  th e  h o ls te r  a n d  in 
s p e c te d  i t  id ly . " W e ’v e  h a d  s o m e  w o rd s  
a b o u t y o u , C a r p e n , S a m  a n d  I .  H e  sa id  
y o u ’d b e  tr y in g  to  g e t  a w a y . H is  id e a  w as 
to  s l ip  y o u  th e  w o rk s  a n d  h a v e  i t  o v e r  
w ith .

Jo h n n y  sa t te n s e , w a it in g .
” 1 h a v e  o t h e r  id e a s .” M e l lo d y  s m ile d . 

" S a m  is  a l i t t le  to o  re a d y  w ith  th e  iro n  fis t, 
w h e th e r  i t ’s n e c e s s a ry  o r  n o t . H e ’s g o t  th e  
k i l l e r  c o m p le x . I  o n ly  tu r n  i t  lo o s e  w h e n  i t ’s 
n e e d e d . I  th in k  y o u ’v e  g o t  g u ts , C a r p e n . I  
l ik e  th e  w ay  y o u  h a n d le d  y o u r s e l f  w h e n  th a t  
d o g  w e n t f o r  y o u . T h a t  s h o w e d  y o u  c o u ld  
ta k e  i t . ”

" Y o u  d id  m o s t  o f  i t , ”  J o h n n y  a n s w e re d . 
" I f  y o u  h a d n ’t  c ra c k e d  h im  o n  th e  h e a d  
h e ’d  h a v e  h a d  m e  b y  th e  th r o a t  in  a  m in 
u t e .”

" Y e s ,  b u t  y o u  k e p t  y o u r h e a d . F u n n y , 
is n ’t  i t , th a t  w h e n  y o u  r e s c u e  a  fe l lo w  y ou  
fe e l  m o r e  in te r e s t  in  h im  th a n  h e  d o e s  in  
y o u  f o r  d o in g  th e  jo b .  Q u e e r , t h a t .”

C a r p e n  s a id  n o th in g , w a it in g .
" B u l l ’s d e a d . T h a t  le a v e s  us o n e  m a n
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s h o r t . H crw  w o u ld  y o u  l ik e  to  ta k e  h is  p la c e  
a n d  w o rk  f o r  m e , C a r p e n ?  I  d o n 't  m e a n  
th a t  y o u ’d h a v e  a n y th in g  to  d o  w ith  w h a t  
b r o u g h t  u s  to  th is  h o u s e . T h is  is  a  p e rs o n a l 
m a tte r  b e tw e e n  u s. Y o u 'l l  b e  w e ll  p a id .” 
M e llo d y  o p e n e d  h is  w a lle t  a n d  riffled  
th r o u g h  a  s h e a f  o f  b a n k n o te s . " Y o u  c a n 't  
e sca p e  an y w a y , w ith  o r  w ith o u t  L o r in g ’s 
h e lp . T h e r e  a re  q u e e r  th in g s  g o in g  o n  in  
th is  p la c e , a n d  I  w a n t to  p re s e n t  a  s o lid  
f r o n t  in  c a se  th e r e  is tr o u b le . W e  m a y  h a v e  
to  f ig h t  f o r  o u r  liv e s  b e fo r e  w e 'v e  f in is h e d  
— a ll  o f  u s .” '

" B u t  w h a t a m  I  s u p p o se d  to  d o ? ” Jo h n n y  
a sk ed .

" Y o u  ta k e  o r d e rs  f r o m  m e . Y o u  k e e p  
y o u r  ey es o p e n . A b o v e  a l l ,  I  w a n t a  c lo s e  
w a tch  k e p t  o n  th e  S iv a , a n d  I  c a n 't  b e  th e r e  
in  th e  ro o m  a l l  th e  t im e . T h e r e 'l l  b e  n o t h 
in g  to  b r e a k  in to  y o u r  s c ru p le s , C a r p e n , u n 
le s s  y o u ’r e  to o  p ro u d  to  d e fe n d  y o u r o w n  
l i f e /

J o h n n y  n o d d e d . " T h e r e ’s n o t  m u c h  ro o m  
f o r  c h o ic e ,"  h e  s a id .

" G o o d .” M e l lo d y  s la p p e d  th e  to p  o f  th e  
ta b le . " Y o u ’re  w o r k in g  f o r  m e  u n t i l  w e  
le a v e  th is  p la c e . T h a t  m a y  n o t  b e  f o r  s o m e  
t im e . I  th in k  y o u ’v e  g o t  b r a in s  e n o u g h  to  
f ig u r e  o u t  w h a t  w i l l  h a p p e n  to  y o u  i f  y o u  
t r y  to  d o u b le c r o s s  m e . C a n  y o u  h a n d le  a

*VM
g u n ?

" I  w a s  o v e r s e a s .”
M e llo d y  g r in n e d . " T h e n  th e  s ig h t  o f  a 

d e a d  m a n  w o n ’t  d is tu rb  y o u r s le e p .” H e  
re m o v e d  th e  c l ip  fr o m  B u l l ’s g u n  a n d  
s h e lle d  o u t f iv e  o f  th e  b u lle ts . T h e n  h e  
s lip p e d  i t  b a c k  a n d  h a n d e d  g u n  a n d  h o ls te r  
to  J o h n n y . " W e a r  t h a t .”

J o h n n y  c h e c k e d  .th e  c l ip  f o r  h im s e l f .  
" T h r e e  b u l le t s ? ” h e  q u e r ie d .

" Y e s .  I ’m  t r u s t in g  y o u , b u t  e ig h t  b u lle ts  
a g a in s t  f iv e  m e n  m ig h t  b e  a te m p ta t io n , 
e v e n  f o r  a n  a m a te u r . Y o u ’l l  g e t  m o r e  b u l 
le ts  w h e n  I  s e e  w h a t  u se  y o u  m a k e  o f  th o s e  
t h r e e .”

C a r p e n  b e g a n  to  p u t  o n  th e  s h o u ld e r  
h o ls te r . " I f  y o u ’v e  g o t  a n y  id e a  o f  u s in g  
th a t  g u n  to  h e lp  y o u  e s c a p e , r e m e m b e r  th is . 
I f  y o u  s h o u ld  b e  lu c k y  e n o u g h  to  g e t  p a st 
u s  y o u ’v e  g o t  th e  d o g s  to  d e a l w ith . B e y o n d  
th e m  l ie s  th e  fe n c e .  A n d  b e y o n d  th a t  m a y  
b e  s o m e th in g  w o rs e  th a n  a l l  th r e e . L o o k  a t 
th e  w a ll  b e h in d  y o u .”

Jo h n n y 's  ey es  fo llo w e d  th e  p o in t in g  f in 

g e r .  T h e r e  w a s  a  ra g g e d  b la c k  h o le  in  th e  
w a ll  p a p e r , h e a d  h ig h .

" A  b u l le t ? ”
" R i g h t  o n  th e  f ir s t  g u e s s . A  b u l le t .  I t  

c a m e  m  th r o u g h  th a t  w in d o w  ju s t  b e f o r e  
y o u  o p e n e d  th e  d o o r . T h a t ’s w h y  I  h a d  th e  
l ig h ts  o u t .” M e llo d y  to o k  a  fr a m e d  e tc h in g  
f r o m  th e  o p p o s ite  w a ll  a n d ' h u n g  it  o v e r  
th e  b u l le t  h o le , d r iv in g  in  th e  ta c k  w ith  th e  
b u tt  o f  h is  g u n .

" B u t  w h o  c o u ld  h a v e  f ire d  i t— th o s e  
b r o w n  m e n  w h o  c a m e  in  t h e  p la n e ? ”

M e llo d y  ru b b e d  h is  c h in .  !’I  w o n d e r?  
I t  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  th a t  b la c k  g o r i l la — L ig h t -  
fo o t . H e  c o u ld ’v e  c lim b e d  a  tr e e  6 u t  th e r e . 
W h a t  b o th e r s  m e  is  th a t  I  d id n 't  h e a r  a  
s o u n d , a n d  th e  w in d o w  w a s  o p e n . J u s t  a 
b u z z  p a s t m y  e a r . W e l l ,  th a t  w o n ’t  h a p p e n  
a g a in . T o m o r r o w  w e ’l l  lo d e  a ro u n d  a n d  
s e e  w h a t  w e a p o n s  th e y  h a v e  in  t h e  h o u s e . 
I f  I  f in d  a n y th in g  w ith  a  s i le n c e r  o n  it , G o d  
h e lp  L ig h t f o o t !  C o m e  o n , w e ’l l  g o  b a c k  to  
d ie  p a r ty . K e e p  y o u r  m o u th  s h u t a b o u t a ll  
o f  th is  d o w n s ta ir s .”

TH E Y  fo u n d  th e  p a r ty  e v e n  l iv e l ie r  th a n  
th e y  h a d  l e f t  i t .  M e l lo d y ’*  r e tu r n  to  th e  

h e a d  o f  th e  ta b le  w a s  g r e e te d  b y  a  ra g g e d  
c h e e r . T h e y  h a d  b e e n  s h o w e r in g  L o r in a  
w ith  b a n te r in g  re m a r k s  a n d  h e a v y -h a n d e d  
w itt ic is m s , as w e ll  as p r e s s in g  in v ita t io n s  to  
" h a v e  o n e .”

A s  M e l lo d y  sa t d o w n  C a r p e n  sa w  h im  
g iv e  a  b r ie f  n o d  to  h is  m a n , G e o r g e . In  a 
fe w  m o m e n ts  th e  la t te r , d r u n k e n  a n d  h i la r i 
o u s , b e g a n  to  p o u n d  o n  th e  ta b le  a n d  c a l l  
f o r  " P o t t e r m a x .” T h a t  s ta r te d  th in g s  a n e w , 
a n d  s o o n  th e  o th e r s  w e re  b a n g in g  aw a y  a n d  
c h a n t in g  th e  C o lo n e l ’s n a m e . T h e  P o tte r -  
m a x  g la s s w a r e  w as n o t  e q u a l to  su ch  u sa g e , 
a n d  tw o  m o re  f in e  p ie c e s  w e n t c la n g in g  to  
b its , to  L o r in g ’s e v id e n t  h o r r o r  a n d  d is g u st .

M e l lo d y  h o is te d  h is  le a n  h e ig h t  in to  th e  
m id s t  o f  th is  b e d la m  a n d  p o u n d e d  f o r  o r d e r . 
W h i l e  h is  to n g u e  u n le a s h e d  w o rd s  o f  s t in g 
in g  re b u k e  h is  l e f t  ey e  c lo s e d  in  a  d e l ib e r a te  
w in k , a n d  th e  p o k e r -b a c k e d  J o e ,  c a tc h in g  
h is  cu e , ro se  s o le m n ly  in  h is  p la c e . " M e l 
lo d y ,” h e  b e g a n  w ith  e x c e s s iv e  s te a d in e s s  o f  
v o ic e , " w e  h a v e  a  r ig h t  to  y e ll  f o r  P o t te r -  
m a x .” H e  w a v e d  h is  h a n d  a ro u n d  in  o r a 
to r ic a l  fa s h io n . " H e r e  w e  h a v e  c o m e  f r o m  
th e  o t h e r  s id e  o f  th e  e a r th  to  k e e p  a n  a p 
p o in tm e n t— a n d  c o m e  o n  t im e  to  th e  d o t.
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T h e  C o lo n e l  h a d  o n ly  to  s it  d o w n  in  h is  
c h a ir  a n d  w a it— b u t d id  h e ?  N o ,  s ir . H e  
w a lk e d  o u t o n  u s , a n d  w e  d o n 't  l ik e  it . .W e  
d o n ’t c a re  w h o  k n o w s  w e  d o n ’t  l ik e  it, an d  
1 say P o tte r m a x  is  a  lo u sy  fo u r - f lu s h e r — ”

" S h u t  u p , J o e ,  a n d  s it  d o w n . Y o u ’re  

d r u n k !”
" D r u n k ,  a m  I ,  M e l lo d y ? ” c a m e  th e  in 

d ig n a n t  r e to r t . " I ’l l  sh o w  y o u  i f  I 'm  
d r u n k .” J o e  B u r k e t t  w h ip p e d  o u t  h is  g u n  
a n d  w a v e d  i t  c a re le s s ly  as h e  g la r e d  fr o m  
o n e  to  a n o th e r . L o r in g  h a d  a ll  th e  s tra in e d  
n o n c h a la n c e  o f  a m a n  w h o  h a s  u n e x p e c te d 
ly  w a lk e d  in to  a  c a g e  f u l l  o f  t ig e r s .

F in a lly  J o e ’s r o v in g  ey es a l ig h te d  o n  a 
s t r in g  o f  m e ta l  C h in e s e  g o n g s  su s p e n d e d  in 
a f a r  c o r n e r  o f  th e  ro o m . " I ’m  g o in g  to  r in g  
th e  b e l l  f o r  P o t te r m a x ,” h e  a n n o u n c e d . 
" N o t  th e  b ig  o n e  a t  th e  to p , n o r  th e  n e x t  
o n e , n o r  th e  n e x t , b u t  th a t  l i t t le  b i t  o f  a 
o n e  a t  th e  b o tto m . T h a t ’l l  sh o w  y o u .” A s  
h e  s p o k e  h is  a rm  c r o o k e d , h is  f in g e r  
s q u e e z e d , a n d  th e  g u n  sp a t a n d  ro a re d . 
T h e r e  w a s  a f r a n t ic  ja n g l in g  a n d  jin g l in g  
to  p ro v e  th a t h e  h a d  m a d e  g o o d  h is  b o a s t.

l o r i n g  ju m p e d  a  f o o t  a t th e  e x p lo s io n , 
s o u n d in g  so  lo u d  in  th a t  ro o m , a n d  g a v e  a 
b le a t  o f  n e rv o u s  fe a r . M e l lo d y  g ra s p e d  th e  
m a rk s m a n , to r e  th e  g u n  fr o m  h is  h a n d , an d  
h u r le d  h im  b a c k  in to  h is  c h a ir .  " T h i s  is n o  
c irc u s , y ou  b la s te d  f o o l ! ” h e  h is s e d , b u t 
C a r p e n  saw  th a t  l e f t  e y e lid  d ra w n  d o w n  
a g a in .

G e o r g e , g r o w n  m o r e  e x p a n s iv e  in  h is  
cu p s, h a d  s ta r te d  th e  c h a n t in g , a n d  n o w  h e  
th o u g h t o f  a fr e s h  p ie c e  o f  d r o lle r y . H e  
s ta g g e re d  to  h is  f e e t  a n d  s tro v e  to  im ita te  
M e l lo d y ’s v o ic e  a n d  m a n n e r .

" G e n ' l ’m e n ,” h e  b e g a n , " w e  a re  n e g le c t 
in ' o u r  g u e s t  o f  h o n o r . W h i le  w e  a re  h e r e  
c a r o u s in ’ a n d  h a v in ’ a  g o o d  t im e  in  g e n ’ra l, 
o ld  S iv a  a in ’t b e e n  o f fe r e d  so  m u ch  as a 
g la s s  o f  w a te r , a n d  h im  w ith  s ix  a rm s  to  
l i f t  ’e m  w ith . W e  o u g h ta  ’p o lo g iz e .” H e  
g ra b b e d  u p  a  s a n d w ic h  a n d  s ta lk e d  u p  to  
th e  s ta tu e . " C h e e r  u p , o l ’ b o y ,"  h e  c o n 
d o le d , th r o w in g  h is  a rm  a c ro ss  S iv a ’s b ro a d  - 
s h o u ld e rs  a n d  p a t t in g  h im , " g o o d  o l ’ 
G e o r g e  a in 't  fo r g o t  y o u . H a v e  a  s a n d w ic h , 
o l ’- t im e r .”

H e  s tu c k  th e  s a n d w ic h  in to  th e  s n a r l in g  
m o u th , a n d  th e  w h o le  ta b le  ro a re d  a t th e  
lu d ic r o u s  a sp e c t o f  th e  h e a th e n  g o d , th u s  
m o c k e d  a n d  b a ite d . E v e n  M e l lo d y  c h u c k le d

a lo u d  at th is  to m fo o le r y . " P o u r  h im  a d r in k , 
s o m e b o d y ,” G e o r g e  c r ie d , b u sy  s tu ffin g  th e  
le t tu c e  le a v e s  in to  th a t  g r im  m o u th .

T h e n  h e  s to o d  b a c k , as i f  to  su rv ey  h i i  
h a n d iw o r k . E v e ry  la u g h in g  ey e  w a s  o n  th e  
o u tra g e d  id o l, a n d  th e  a ir  r a n g  w ith  a p p r o v 
in g  h a n d c la p s  a n d  w h is t le s . B u t  G e o r g e  
k e p t  o n  s ta r in g , s ta r in g , u n til  th e  la u g h te r  
w a v e re d  u n c e r ta in ly  a n d  flic k e re d  o u t, a n d  
s o m e  h id d e n  in s t in c t  a p p r is e d  h is  c o m p a n 
io n s  th a t  s o m e th in g  w a s  a m iss .

T h e  s tr ic k e n  G e o r g e  s tre tc h e d  o u t an  
a rm , b lin d ly  g r a s p in g  f o r  s u p p o rt , a n d  th a t 
fe e b le  a c t io n  g a lv a n iz e d  th e m  a l l  in to  a c t io n . 
W i t h  a c o n c e r te d  ru sh  th e y  w e r e  u p  o n  th e  
d a is . " W h a t ’s th e  m a tte r ?  W h a t 's  w r o n g ?  
W h a t  h a p p e n e d ? ” th e y  c r ie d , b u t  th e  u n 
fo r tu n a te  m a n  o n ly  m a d e  a  s ta m m e r in g  
n o is e  w ith  h is  to n g u e  as h e  c o lla p s e d  in to  
M e l lo d y ’s a rm s .

I V

“ T ) R A C E  u p , m a n ! T h i s  is  th e  tw e n t ie th
- L J  c e n tu r y ,” M e llo d y  e x p lo d e d  a n g r ily . 

" S u c h  id e a s  b e lo n g  to  th e  D a r k  A g e s . T h e r e  
m u s t b e  s o m e  s im p le , n a tu ra l  e x p la n a t io n , 
b u t  w e ’r e  a l l  to o  r a t t le d  to  th in k  i t  o u t 
c le a r ly .”

" W e l l ,  w h a t is i t ,  t h e n ? ” D ig g e r ’s b lo o d 
s h o t  ey es re s te d  s u lle n ly  o n  h is  le a d e r . 
" T h e r e ’s b e e n  a  c u r s e  o n  u s e v e r  s in c e  w e  

u n p a c k e d  th a t  d a m n e d  s ta tu e . F i r s t  B u l l  
w e n t d o w n , th e n  G e o r g e . A l l  in  a  c o u p le  o f  
h o u rs . N o  w o n d e r  th e  b o y s  a r e  sc a re d . I ’m  
sc a re d  m y s e lf .  H e r e  w e ’v e  b e e n  s it t in g  
a ro u n d  a ll  n ig h t , a f r a id  to  g o  to  s le e p  fo r  
m o re  th a n  fiv e  m in u te s  a t  a  t im e . I t ’s w o rs e  
th a n  i t  w as in  th e  ju n g le .  C a n ’t  w e  g e t  p a id  
o f f  so m e h o w  a n d  g e t  o u t o f  th is  p la c e ?  I t  
g iv e s  m e  th e  ju m p s . W h e r e  th e  h e l l  is  P o t 
te r m a x , a n y w a y ? H e ’s g iv in g  u s th e  r u n 
a r o u n d ."

M e llo d y  h e ld  u p  h is  h a n d . " T a k e  i t  easy , 
S a m . O n e  q u e s t io n  a t a  t im e . I f  th e  C o lo n e l  
h a d  w a n te d  to  d itc h  u s, L o r in g  w o u ld  n e v e r  
h a v e  o p e n e d  th e  g a te s . B u t  th e r e  is  s o m e 
th in g  q u e e r  a b o u t D r e a m e r 's  R e s t . I  fe e l  it, 
b u t  I  c a n 't  q u ite  g e t  th e  h a n g  o f  i t— y et. I  
w il l .  I  p u rp o s e ly  le t  th e  b o y s  ru n  w ild  la s t  
n ig h t . I f ig u r e d  th e y ’d  ra is e  e n o u g h  h e ll  to  
sc a re  th e  w its  o u t o f  L o r in g . I  th in k  th e y  
d id . I f  I ’m  w r o n g , w e  c a n  in c r e a s e  th e  
d o s e .” M e l lo d y ’s m o u th  t ig h te n e d  in  a g r im
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s m ile . " I  th in k  o u t  b u t le r  f r ie n d  w i l l  m o v e  
h e a v e n  a n d  e a r th  to  g e t  th e  C o lo n e l  b a c k  
h e r e . W h e n  J o e  b a n g e d  a w ay  a t th a t  g o n g  I  
th o u g h t  h e 'd  ju m p  o u t o f  h is  s k in . A n y o n e  
w h o  h a te s  g u n s  i s n 't  g o in g  to  l ik e  o u r  c o m 
p a n y  v ery  m u c h .” M e l lo d y ’s e y e lid  d ro o p e d  
in  th a t  k n o w in g  w in k .

T h e  su n  h a d  b e e n  u p  f o r  a n  h o u r , b u t  th e  
w in d o w s o f  D r e a m e r 's  R e s t  w e r e  s t i l l  s h u t
te re d . M e llo d y  a n d  D ig g e r  w e r e  h o ld in g  
t h e ir  c o n fe r e n c e  in  a  c o r n e r  o f  th e  b a n q u e t  
ro o m , b e y o n d  e a r s h o t  o f  th e  o th e r s . B i l l  a n d  
J o e  w e r e  s tre tc h e d  o u t  o n  c h a irs  in  u n easy  
s lu m b e r . Jo h n n y  C a r p e n  w a lk e d  u p  a n d  
d o w n  l ik e  a  s e n try  b e fo r e  th e  c h a is e  lo n g u e  
o n  w h ic h  G e o r g e  w as s tre tc h e d  o u t , w a tc h 
in g  in  v a in  f o r  th e  s tr ic k e n  m a n  to  s h a k e  o f f  
th a t  d e a th - l ik e  s lu m b e r .

D u r in g  th e  h o u rs  p r e c e d in g  d a w n  th e y  
h a d  tr ie d  e v e r y th in g  e x p e r ie n c e  o r  in g e n u ity  
c o u ld  su g g e s t to  ro u s e  h im  f r o m  th e  c o m a . 
T h e y  h a d  tr ie d  to  m a k e  h im  w a lk  u p  a n d  
d o w n , s u p p o r tin g  h is  a rm s , b u t it  w as l ik e  
t r y in g  to  m a k e  a  s tra w -s tu ffe d  f ig u r e  p a ra d e . 
S c a ld in g  h o t  c o ffe e , ru m , b ra n d y , a n d  w h is 
k e y  h a d  a l l  b e e n  tr ie d  in  v a in . I n  fa c t ,  
G e o r g e  h a d  n o t  s w a llo w e d  a n y  o f  th e s e  
l iq u id s . T h e r e  w as a  c o n s tr ic t io n  in  h is  
th r o a t , f o r  w h a te v e r  w a s  p o u re d  in to  h is  
m o u th  c a m e  d r o o lin g  o u t a g a in . H e  h a d  n o t  
u t te re d  w o r d  o r  cry  s in c e  h is  d r a m a tic  s e iz 
u re .

S a m  s ta re d  m o o d ily  in to  h is  h a lf -e m p ty  
g la s s . " W h o ’s b e e n  lo o k in g  a f t e r  B u l l ? ” h e  
a sk ed .

" B u l l  w o n 't  n e e d  m u c h  lo o k in g  
a f te r , n o w ,” M e llo d y  r e p lie d  s lo w ly . " H e ’s 
d e a d ."

D ig g e r  g a v e  a  s ta r t  a lm o s t  as g r e a t  as 
L o r in g 's  w h e n  J o e ’s g u n  h a d  g o n e  o f f . 
" L a s t  n ig h t  y o u  k e p t  t e l l in g  u s h e  w o u ld  b e  
a l l  r ig h t  b y  m o r n in g .”

" W h e n  I  to ld  y o u  th a t  h e  w a s  a lre a d y  
d e a d . H e  p a ssed  o u t w h ile  th e  p a rty  w as o n . 
T h e r e  w a s n ’t  a  m a r k  o n  h im . I  d id n ’t say 
a n y th in g  b e c a u se  I  d id n ’t  w a n t to  s p o il  th e  
c e le b r a t io n .”

" D o e s  L o r in g  k n o w ? ”
" Y e s .  H e  w as w ith  m e  in  th e  r o o m  w h e n  

B u l l  d ie d . T h e r e  w a s  n o  fu s s , n o  s tr u g g le . 
H e  s im p ly  s to p p e d  b r e a t h in g .”

" S o  th a t ’s w h y  L o r in g  h a d  th a t  g r e e n is h  
lo o k  a ro u n d  th e  g i l l s .  W e ’l l  h a v e  to  te l l  th e  
b o y s . T h a t ' l l  th r o w  a  sc a re  in to  th e m , w ith

G e o r g e  g o in g  o u t  th e  s a m e  w ay . T h e y ’l l  b e  
w o n d e r in g  w h o ’l l  b e  n e x t .”

" D o n ’t  g e t  m o r b id , S a m . P u l l  y o u r s e lf  t o 
g e t h e r .” M e l lo d y  lo o k e d  a t h is  w a tc h . " I t  
m u s t b e  fu l l  d a y lig h t  n o w .” H e  g la n c e d  
w ith  d is ta s te  a t  th e  l it te r e d  ta b le , th e  c h a irs  
a sk e w . T h e  a ir  re e k e d  w ith  s ta le  l iq u o r  an d  
to b a c c o  s m o k e , so  th a t  h is  n o s e  w r in k le d  
in  d is g u st . " T h i s  ro o m  s m e lls  l ik e  a  p ig 
s ty ,” h e  g r o w le d , " L e t ’s h a v e  s o m e  fre s h  
a i r .”

HE  S T R O D E  o v e r  to  th e  b e ll-p u s h  a n d  
r a n g  f o r  L o r in g . D ig g e r ,  h a g g a r d  an d  

u n k e m p t, s w a llo w e d  th e  f in g e r  o f  w h isk e y  
r e m a in in g  in  h is  s o ile d  g la s s  a n d  lu rc h e d  
to  h is  fe e t .  H e , o f  a l l  o f  th e m , h a d  su n k  
h im s e l f  m o s t  d e e p ly  in  th e  m ir e  o f  th e  
la s t  n i g h t ’s d e b a u c h . L o r in g  -a p p e a r e d  
p r o m p tly , w a n  a n d  w o r r ie d . I t  w a s  q u ite  
e v id e n t  th a t  h e , to o , h a d  h a d  v e ry  l i t t le  
s le e p . A s  h e  e n te r e d  th e  r o o m  h e  c a s t  a 
s w i f t  lo o k  to w a rd  th e  im m o b ile  f ig u r e  o n  
th e  c h a is e  lo n g u e . C a r p e n  s h o o k  h is  h e a d  
in  a n s w e r  to  th e  u n s p o k e n  q u e s tio n .

" Y o u  lo o k  l ik e  y o u  h a d  a  b a d  n ig h t , 
L o r in g .” M e l lo d y  s a id . " W e l l ,  n o w  th a t 
th e  p a r ty ’s o v e r , l e t ’s h a v e  s o m e  fr e s h  a ir ,  
a n d  g e t  th a t  m e ss  o n  th e  ta b le  d e a r e d  
a w ay . ”

" W h a t ’s g o in g  to  h a p p e n , M r .  M e l lo d y ? ” 
L o r in g  a sk e d  in  a  h u sk y  w h is p e r . " T h e r e 's  
o n e  d ea d  m a n  in  th e  h o u s e  n o w , a n d  it 
lo o k s —  T h i s  p u ts  m e  in  a  v e ry  se r io u s  
s itu a tio n , s ir .  I  c a n ’t  im a g in e  w h a t  C o lo n e l  
P o tte r m a x  w il l  h a v e  to  say  a b o u t a l l  t h i s .” 

M e l lo d y ’s  ja w s  s q u a re d  in  h a rd  l in e s . " I  
c a n  im a g in e  th a t , b u t  d o n ’t  le t  th a t  b o th e r  
y o u , L o r in g . T h a t  w il l  b e  m y  h e a d a c h e . 
T h e  C o lo n e l  c e r ta in ly  c a n ’t  b la m e  y o u  f o r  
i t ”

L o r in g  b o w e d  s ile n t ly  a n d  se t a b o u t 
o p e n in g  th e  w in d o w s. M e llo d y  c a m e  o v e r  
a n d  s to o d  lo o k in g  d o w n  a t h is  s tr ic k e n  
h e n c h m a n . " H a s  th e r e  b e e n  n o  c h a n g e ? ” 
h e  a sk ed  C a r p e n .

" N o  c h a n g e ,” J o h n n y  a n s w e re d .
M e l lo d y  s h r u g g e d  a n d  w a tc h e d  L o r in g  

o p e n  th e  w in d o w s . E a c h  s h u tte r  w a s  
s h e a th e d  in s id e  w ith  m e ta l , a n d  h a d  s ta u n c h  
b o lt s .  " P o t te r m a x  m u s t h a v e  b u r g la r s  o n  
th e  b r a in ,” h e  c o n t in u e d , " b e tw e e n  b a rb e d - 
w ir e  fe n c e s , p o lic e  d o g s , a n d  m e ta l- l in e d  
s h u tte r s . W h y , i t ’d  ta k e  a  c o m p a n y  o f
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m e n  w ith  l ig h t  a r t i l le r y  to  fo r c e  a w a y  in to  
th is  h o u s e / ' H e  tu rn e d  to  th e  b u t le r .  " A r e  
a l l  th e  w in d o w s  fa s te n e d  l ik e  th e s e ? "

L o r in g  p a u se d  to  a n s w e r . " E v e r y  w in 
d o w , s ir , a n d  e v e ry  d o o r . Y o u  re a liz e , M r . 
M e llo d y , D r e a m e r ’s R e s t  is in  a  v e ry  iso 
la te d  s p o t . W e  c a n n o t re ly  o n  e ith e r  p o lic e  
o r  f ire  p r o te c t io n , b e in g  so  f a r  f r o m  th e  
c ity . I t  ts c o m m o n ly  k n o w n  th a t  w e  h a v e  
fo r m e d  a  v e ry  v a lu a b le  c o l le c t io n  o f  O r i 
e n ta l  a r t  h e r e , a n d  o u r  s ta ff  is q u ite  s m a ll. 
S o  it  h a s  b e e n  th e  C o lo n e l ’s o b je c t  to  m a k e  
th e  h o u s e  as n e a r ly  b u r g la r -p r o o f  a s  p o s 
s ib le . W e  h a v e  to  r e ly  o n  o u rs e lv e s  f o r  
p r o te c t io n .”

A l l  tra c e s  o f  t h e  s to r m  h a d  b lo w n  aw a y  
d u r in g  th e  n ig h t , a n d  th e  b r ig h t  m o r n in g  
s u n lig h t  s tr e a m in g  th r o u g h  th e  w in d o w s  
w as a  w e lc o m e  c h a n g e  f r o m  th e  e le c tr ic  
l i^ h t . L o r in g  h a d  o p e n e d  se v e r a l  o f  th e  
w in d o w s  so  th a t  th e  c r is p  S e p te m b e r  a ir  
c o u ld  o u s t  th e  s ta le  fu m e s  o f  th e  c e le b r a 
t io n .

JO H N N Y  jo in e d  M e l lo d y  a t o n e  o f  th e  
o p e n  w in d o w s , g u lp in g  in  th e  c le a n  

a ir .  S e v e r a l  o f  th e  p o lic e  d o g s  p ro w le d  u p  
o u ts id e  a n d  s ta re d  a t th e m  w ith  th e  f ix e d  
in te n s ity  o f  th e  w ild  a n im a l . T h e y  d id  n o t  
b a r k . S u d d e n ly  th e y  tu rn e d  a n d  lo p e d  a w ay . 
L i^ h t fo o t  h a d  a p p e a re d , h o ld in g  a  la r g e  
p a i l ,  f r o m  w h ic h  h e  f lu n g  c h u n k s  o f  m e a t  
to  th e  p a ck .

T h e r e  w a s  a  g r e a t  s n a r l in g  a n d  s n a p p in g , 
b u t  th e  b u r ly  g ia n t  sa w  to  i t  th a t  e a c h  o f  
th e  a n im a ls  re c e iv e d  a  ju s t  s h a r e . O n c e  h e  
lo o k e d  u p  a t th e  w in d o w s  a n d  sa w  M e llo d y  
th e r e . H is  fa c e  a ssu m e d  a  s u lle n  s c o w l. 
J o h n n y  th o u g h t : " T h a t  m a n  w il l  n e v e r  f o r 
g iv e  M e l lo d y  fo r  k i l l in g  o n e  o f  h is  p e ts . 
H e 'd  l ik e  to  b e  th r o w in g  h im  to  th e  d o g s  
in s te a d  o f  th a t  m e a t .”

L o r in g  h a d  b e g u n  to  c le a t  th e  l it t e r e d  
ta b le . M e llo d y , m o r o s e  a n d  th o u g h tf u l ,  d i 
v id e d  h is  a tte n tio n  b e tw e e n  L ig h t f o o t ’s f e e d 
in g  o f  th e  p a c k  a n d  th e  b u t le r ’s a c t iv it ie s . 
H e  sa w  th a t  D ig g e r  h a d  a w a k e n e d  J o e  a n d  
B i l l ,  a n d  th a t  th e  th r e e  o f  th e m  w e re  
w h is p e r in g  to g e th e r . " T h e r e  m a y  b e  s o m e  
t r o u b le ,” h e  w h is p e re d  to  J o h n n y . " I f  th e re  
is , y o u 'r e  n o t  to  p u ll  y o u r  ro d  u n t i l  I  g iv e  
th e  w o r d .”

M e llo d y  s a u n te re d  b a c k  to  th e  ta b le  a n d  
lo o k e d  u p  a t th e  S iv a , to w e r in g  a b o v e  th e m

o n  its  d a is . " T a k e  th a t  s i l ly  s a n d w ic h  o u t 
o f  h is  m o u th , L o r i n g ,” h e  o r d e r e d , " i t  lo o k s  
fo o l is h  th is  m o r n in g .”

T h e  b u t le r ’s ey es f l ic k e re d  a n d  w a v e r e d . 
" I ’d  r a th e r  n o t  to u c h  i t ,  s i r ,” h e  re p lie d , 
a p o lo g e t ic , b u t  f irm . '

" A f r a i d  o f  i t ,  L o r in g ? ”
" Y e s ,  s ir ,  I  a m ,” L o r in g  re p lie d , fo r t h 

r ig h t  a b o u t h is  fe a r .
M e l lo d y  d e r is iv e ly  c a lle d  th e  o th e r s  o v e r . 

" L o r i n g ’s a f r a id  to  to u c h  o u r  s ix -a r m e d  
f r ie n d — a fr a id  to  r e m o v e  th a t  s a n d w ic h .” 

T h e y  la u g h e d  u n e a s ily , b u t  n o  o n e  
s te p p e d  fo r w a r d  t o  s h o w  u p  th e  b u t le r ’s 
la c k  o f  c o u r a g e . In s te a d , th e y  g la n c e d  f u r 
t iv e ly  a t  e a c h  o th e r . T h e i r  le a d e r  c a u g h t 
th e s e  lo o k s  a n d  s n e e re d , " I ’l l  b e  d a m n e d  i f  
y o u ’ re  n o t  a l l  s c a re d / '

W i t h  a  lo o k  o f  c o n te m p t  h e  m o u n te d  th e  
d a is  h im s e l f  a n d  a p p r o a c h e d  th e  s q u a t, 
fe r o c io u s  g o d . W i t h  a  s te a d y  h a n d  h e  r e 
m o v e d  th e  s a n d w ic h  a n d  th r e w  it o n  th e  
p la te  L o r in g  h e ld  o u t. H is  m e n  n o te d  th e  
s te a d in e s s  o f  h is  h a n d , b u t  th e y  n o te d , to o , 
th a t  h is  m o v e m e n ts  w e r e  d e l ib e r a te  a n d  
c a u tio u s . W h e n  h e  d e s c e n d e d  a g a in  h e  
g r in n e d  a t th e m . " E x p e c t  to  s e e  m e  k e e l 
o v e r ? "  h e  s c o ffe d .

*

BI L L  e le c te d  h im s e l f  s p o k e s m a n  f o r  th e  
o th e r s . L o r in g  h a d  g o n e  a w ay . " T h e  

fa c t  re m a in s , M e l lo d y ,” h e  s ta te d  b lu n tly , 
" t h a t  i t ’s n o t  h e a lth y  to  to u c h  th a t  th in g . 
L o o k  a t B u l l  a n d  G e o r g e — th e y  fo o le d  
a ro u n d  it  a n d  se e  w h a t  h a p p e n e d . L a u g h  
th a t  o f f  i f  y o u  l ik e ,  b u t  I  th in k  i t ’d  b e  a 
sw e ll id e a  to  l e t  i t  s tr ic t ly  a lo n e . L e t  P o t-  
te r m a x  h a n d le  i t  a l l  h e  w a n ts . O u r  jo b  
w a s  to  b r in g  i t  h e r e . E ig h t  o f  us s e t  o u t 
— s ix  c a m e  b a c k — th is  m o r n in g  th e r e ’s o n ly  
fo u r  o f  u s o n  o u r  fe e t .  T h a t ’s c u tt in g  d o w n , 
a n d  i t ’s s o m e th in g  to  th in k  a b o u t .”

D ig g e r  tu rn e d  h is  b lo o d s h o t  ey es to  th e  
c h ie f .  " T h e r e 's  s o m e th in g  w r o n g  s o m e 
w h e r e , D a n ,” h e  m u m b le d . " I  h a v e  a 
h u n c h , a n d  m y  h u n c h e s  n e v e r  g o  w r o n g . 
I ’v e  b e e n  t r y in g  to  d ro w n  th is  o n e , b u t  it 
w o n ’t  d r o w n .” H e  re a c h e d  f o r  th e  w h is k e y  
c a r a f e  L o r in g  h a d  v ery  c o n s id e r a te ly  le f t  
b e h in d  w h e n  h e  h a d  fin is h e d  c le a r in g  th e  
ta b le .

M e l lo d y 's  h a n d  s h o t  o u t  a n d  m o v e d  th e  
c a r a f e  b e y o n d  S a m ’s re a c h . " I t ’s a b o u t t im e  
y o u  la id  o f f  th a t  s tu f f ,” h e  s n a p p e d .

33
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" Y o u 'r e  p ie -e y e d  n o w , a n d  th e r e ’s n o  t e l l 
in g  w h e n  w e ’l l  n e e d  a l l  h a n d s  o n  d e c k . 
L a s t  n ig h t  w a s  la s t  n ig h t . T h i s  is n o  t im e  fo r  
g o in g  o f f  o n  a w e e k ’s b a t t e r .”

" W h a t  d ’y o u  m e a n ? ” ra sp e d  th e  a g 
g r ie v e d  D ig g e r .  " D o  y o u  th in k  L o r in g  a n d  
th a t  b la c k  lo u t  a r e  a im in g  to  g e t  th a t  s ta tu e  
aw a y  f r o m  u s w ith o u t  p a y in g ? ”

.M e l lo d y  s h o o k  h is  h e a d , " I ’m  n o t  w o r 
r ie d  a b o u t th e m . Y o u  f o r g e t  th e  th r e e  
b r o w n  m e n  C a r p e n  sa w  la s t  n ig h t .  S o o n e r  
o r  la te r  w e ’re  g o in g  to  h e a r  f r o m  t h e m .” 

S a m  s tr a ig h te n e d , s o b e r e d  a  b i t .  “ W h a t  
a b o u t th e m ?  W h e r e  a re  th e y ? ”

" T h a t ’s ju s t  th e  q u e s t io n — w h e r e  a re  
th e y ?  T h e y  d id n ’t  c o m e  h e r e  in  a  p la n e  
ju s t  b y  c o in c id e n c e . Y o u  k n o w  th e y ’v e  b e e n  
ta i l in g  u s r ig h t  a c ro ss  th e  c o u n try . O u r  
c o m in g  in  th r o u g h  C a n a d a  w a s  th e  o n ly  
th in g  th a t  g a v e  u s  th e  ju m p  o n  th e m . W h e n  
w e  s p l it  u p  a f t e r  th a t  n a r r o w  s q u e a k  in  
M a d is o n , a n d  h a d  B u l l  a n d  G e o r g e  ta k e  
th e  tru c k  o n  w h ile  w e  se t u p  a  fa k e  t r a i l  to  
th e  s o u th , w e  f ig u r e d  th a t  w o u ld  f o o l  th e m , 
a n d  th a t  i f  th e y  s tru c k  th e  tr a i l  a t  a l l , ' 
th e y ’d  b e  h o t  a f t e r  m e . T h e n  i f  i t  c a m e  to  
a s h o w d o w n  a n d  a  f ig h t  w e  w o u ld n ’t b e  
h a m p e re d  b y  th e  c r a te . W e l l ,  i t  lo o k s  as i f  
w e  d id n ’ t f o o l  th e m  m u c h . T h e y  h o p p e d  
in  a  p la n e  fr o m  C h ic a g o  a n d  c a m e  s tr a ig h t  
th r o u g h , l ik e  a  b e e  a f t e r  h o n e y .

" W e  m o v e d  p le n ty  fa s t ,  y e t th e y  g o t  h e re  
a n  h o u r  b e f o r e  B u l l  d ro v e  th r o u g h . T h e r e ’s 
n o  u se  k id d in g  o u rs e lv e s  a b o u t i t .  E i th e r  
th e y  h e ld  to  th e  t r a i l  o f  th e  tru c k  r ig h t  
a lo n g , o r  e ls e  th e y ’v e  h e a r d  a b o u t P o tte r -  
m a x  a n d  h is  c o l le c t io n , a n d  fig u r e d  h e  w o u ld  
b e  a n  A - l  c u s to m e r  f o r  su ch  a n  a r t ic le . 
H a n o i  G h a n  w o u ld  b e  s m a r t  e n o u g h  to  
k n o w  w e  d id n ’t  w a n t th e  S iv a  f o r  o u r 
s e lv e s , a n d  h e ’d  k n o w  th a t  n o  p u b l ic  in s t i 
tu t io n  w o u ld  u n d e rw rite  su ch  a jo b .  T h e y  
m a y  b e  h e r e  s im p ly  to  in te r v ie w  P o tte r -  
m a x  a n d  w a r n  h im  a g a in s t  b u y in g  th e  
S h ik a n o i  S iv a  i f  i t  s h o u ld  b e  o f fe r e d . O n  
th e  o th e r  h a n d , th e y  m a y  h a v e  f ig u r e d  o u t 
e x a c t ly  w h e r e  w e  w e r e  g o in g  w ith  it . I n  
e ith e r  ca se , I ’l l  b e t  th a t  w ith in  tw e n ty -fo u r  
h o u rs  th e y  w il l  c o m e  to  p a y  th e ir  re sp e c ts  
to  th e  m a s te r  o f  D r e a m e r ’s R e s t .”

J o e  B u r k e t t  w a s  s ta r t le d . " Y o u  m e a n  
th e y ’l l  b e  c o m in g  h e re ? "

M e llo d y  n o d d e d . " R i g h t  u p  to  th e  
p ate . T h e  q u e s tio n  is , w h a t  a r e  w e

g o in g  to  d o  a b o u t it?  I e x p e c te d  th a t  w e ’d 
h a v e  th e  m o n e y  a n d  b e  f a r  a w a y  b y  th is  
t im e . N o w  w e ’re  s tu c k  u n t i l  th e  C o lo n e l  
co m e s  b a c k . V e r y  l ik e ly  th e y ’l l  b e  h e r e  
b e fo r e  P o t te r m a x . C a r p e n  saw  o n ly  th r e e  
o f  th e m , b u t  i t ’s a lm o s t  c e r ta in  th e r e  w’i l l  
b e  a t  le a s t  th r e e  m o r e  w ith  th e m  o r  n o t fa r  
b e h in d .

" W h e n  th e y  s e e  h o w  th is  p la c e  is  p r o 
te c te d  th e y ’l l  b e c o m e  c u r io u s  o r  su sp ic io u s , 
o r  b o th . T h e y  w i l l  w a n t  to  ta lk  to  th e  
C o lo n e l ,  a n d  lo o k  o v e r  h is  c o l le c t io n  to  
m a k e  s u r e  th e  S iv a  is  n o t  h e r e . I f  L o r in g  
te l ls  th e m  h e  is  a w a y  th e y  m a y  d e c id e  b e  
is ly in g , a n d  th a t  P o t te r m a x  is  in  h id in g . 
W h y  s h o u ld  h e  d o  th a t , th e y  w i l l  re a s o n , 
u n le s s  h e  is  g u il ty  a n d  a fr a id  o f  th e m ?  O n  
th e  o th e r  h a n d , i f  L o r in g  a d m its  th e m , th e y  
w i l l  se e  e i th e r  th e ir  S iv a  o r  u s , b eca u se , 
o n c e  in s id e , th e y  w il l  m a k e  i t  th e ir  b u s in e ss  
to  h a v e  a  g o o d  lo o k  a ro u n d , b y  fo r c e  i f  n e c 
e s s a r y .”

" D o n ’t le t  th e m  i n ,” S a m  a d v is e d . " L e t  
th e m  stay  o u ts id e  t i l l  th e y  r o t .”

" T h a t ’s n o t  a s o lu t io n ,” M e llo d y  r e p lie d . 
" Y o u  k n o w  H a n o i  G h a n ’s p a tie n c e . O n c e  
h e  is  c e r ta in  w e  are  in s id e , h e ’l l  w a it  u n til  
w e  h a v e  to  le a v e . W e  c a n ’t  a p p e a l to  th e  
C o lo n e l  a b o u t  it , a n d  w e  c a n ’t  s ta y  h e r e  
fo r e v e r .  I  d o n ’t  fa n c y  th e  id e a  o f  tr y in g  
to  g e t  b a c k  to  th e  c i ty  f r o m  h e r e , w ith  
H a n o i  G h a n  w a i t in g  f o r  u s  o u t  in  th o s e  
w o o d s . N o ,  s o o n e r  o r  la te r  w e ’v e  g o t  to  fa c e  
th e  iss u e , a n d  w e ’d  b e t te r  b e  s o b e r  w h e n  
w e  d o .”

B i l l  w a s  d e e p  in  e le m e n ta l  th o u g h t . " I t  
se e m s  to  m e  w e  o u g h t  to  ta k e  o n e  th in g  a t 
a  t im e . W e ’re  h e r e , a n d  s a fe  f o r  th e  m o 
m e n t. T h e  f ir s t  th in g  is  to  g e t  o u r  p ay  
f o r  th e  jo b .  T h a t  p a r t  is  u p  to  P o tte r m a x . 
W h e n  th a t ’s d o n e  a n d  th e  m o n e y  d iv id e d , 
th e n  w il l  b e  t im e  e n o u g h  to  w o rry  a b o u t 
h o w  to  g e t  a w a y .”

" T h a t ’s c o m m o n  s e n s e ,” J o e  in te rp o s e d . 
" H e r e  w e ’r e  g e t t in g  a l l  w o r k e d  u p  o v e r  
s o m e  m o n e y  w e  h a v e n ’t  g o t .”

" I f  w e  h a v e  to  f ig h t  H a n o i  G h a n ,” B i l l  
w e n t o n , "w h y , w e ’l l  f ig h t  h im , th a t ’s a l l .  
S u p p o s e  th e  'S ix  A r m s  o f  S iv a ’ a re  o u t 
th e r e  in  th e  w o o d s  n o w . W h e n  B u l l  a n d  
G e o r g e  g e t  b a c k  o n  th e ir  f e e t  i t ’l l  b e  s ix  
a g a in s t  s ix . T h a t ’s f a i r  e n o u g h .”

" Y o u ' l l  n o t  s e e  B u l l  b a d e  o n  h is  fe e t—  
h e ’s d e a d !”  D ig g e r  a n n o u n c e d .
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T h e y  gaped at M e llo d y , f o r , w ith  the 
e xception o f  S a m , th e y w ere still in  ig 
norance o f  M c S p a rre n 's  d e a th , and the news 
came to  th e m  lik e  a b o m b sh e ll. M e llo d y  
n o d d e d  so le m n ly. “ H e  died last n ig h t."

B il l  p u lle d  h is w its  to ge th e r. “ S o  that's 
i t , ”  he  ru m b le d . “ D i d  h e  com e o u t o f  it 
b e fo re  h e  d ie d , o r  d id  he  just go— like —  

■ lik e  G e o rg e  o ve r there?"
“ H e  never cam e o u t o f  th e  com a. I t  was 

lik e  a d ru g g e d  sle e p ."
" H o w  can y o u  te ll fo r  sure h e ’ s dead? 

M a y b e  it's just a sort o f  tra n c e .”
" I  h e ld  a m irr o r  to his lip s . T h e r e  was 

no b re a th ."
“ W a s  a n yb o d y w ith  h im  w h e n  he died?"
" I  was there— a n d  L o r i n g ."  M e llo d y  

suppressed any tn e n tio n  o f  M r s . L ig h t f o o t , 
w hose presence still rem ained unsuspected 
b y the others.

" W h e r e 's  th e  b o d y? "
“ U p s ta irs , in  on e  o f  th e  spare room s. 

H i e  d o o r is lo c k e d , an d th e  k e y  in  m y  
p o c k e t.”

B u r k e tt became v o lu b le . " W h a t ’ s yo u r 
e x p la n a tio n , M e llo d y ?  W h a t 's  causing it? 
W h a t ’ s b e h in d  it? W h y  has this strange

d e a th  h i t  u s o n ly  in  th is  h o u s e ?  W e  k n o w  
h o w  th o s e  o th e r s  d ie d .”

M e llo d y  s h r u g g e d  h is  s h o u ld e rs . " I f  I 
k n e w  th a t , J o e ,  I ’d d o  s o m e th in g  a b o u t it. 
M y  o n ly  g u e s s  so  fa r  is  th a t  s o m e  o f  us 
h a v e  b r o u g h t  b a c k  a k in d  o f  ju n g le  fe v e r  
o r  in s e c t  v iru s . I t  m a y  b e  th a t  a lc o h o l  s ta rts  
i t  w o r k in g .”

T h i s  s ta te m e n t  w a s  o n ly  a  p ie c e  o f  
m a lic io u s  s a rc a s m  o n  M e l lo d y ’s p a r t , a im ed  
a t  D ig g e r 's  d r in k in g , b u t  i t  h a d  u n e x p e c te d  
re s u lts , f o r  a  m o m e n t  S a m 's  fa c e  w e n t  a 
g h a s tly  w h ite , th e n  a  re d  w a v e  o f  a n g e r  
sw e p t o v e r  it . “ S o  th a t ’s w h y  y o u  w o u ld n 't  
d r in k  a n y th in g  la s t  n ig h t?  D a m n  y o u r  h id e , 
y o u  ju s t  s a t  th e r e  w a tc h in g  u s f i l l  u p  a n d  
w a it in g  to  s e e  us d ro p  o v e r !"

S a m  s e n t  h is  w h is k e y  g la ss  s p in n in g  
a c r o s s  th e  ro o m  in  a fu ry . H e  je r k e d  h is  
g u n  o u t a n d  c o v e r e d  M e llo d y . J o e  a n d  B i l l  
b a c k e d  a w a y  h a s t i ly , le a v in g  th e m  a  d e a r  
sp a ce .

J o h n n y  C a r p e n  m o v e d  s id e w a y s  to  a 
m o r e  c o m m a n d in g  p o s it io n , w a tc h in g  S a m  
a n d  M e l lo d y . T h i s  s e e m e d  to  b e  th e  tr o u b le  
a b o u t  w h ic h  M e l lo d y  h a d  w a r n e d  h im , b u t  
th e  a d v e n tu re r  d id  n o t  e v e n  g la n c e  in  h is
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SHORT STORIES
d ir e c t io n . H e  s ta re d  a t D ig g e r  c o ld ly . " I f  
th a t 's  w h a t  y o u  th in k , S a m , w h y  d o  y o u  
su p p o s e  I  w a ite d  t i l l  w e  re a c h e d  h e r e  b e 
f o r e  I  lo o s e n e d  u p  o n  th e  l iq u o r ?  I  g u e ss  
y o u  th in k  th e  C o lo n e l  w i l l  b e  t ic k le d  p in k  

—  to  fin d  a  c o u p le  o f  c o rp s e s  d ra p e d  a ro u n d  h is  
s i t t in g - r o o m ? ”

S a m  lic k e d  d ry  l ip s . H is  fe v e r is h  ey es  w e r e  
fa s te n e d  o n  M e l lo d y ’s h a n d s , f la t  a n d  r e 
la x e d  o n  th e  ta b le - to p , w h ile  h is  o w n  
w a v e r e d  as th o u g h  h is  o w n  w e a p o n  w e ig h e d  
to o  m u c h . " Y o u  n e e d e d  o u r  h e lp  to  g e t  
:h e  S iv a  h e r e !”  h e  a c c u se d .

" T o m m y r o t !”  M e llo d y  s n o r te d , a n d  a d d 
ed  s o f t ly , " P u t  aw ay  th a t  p o p -g u n . I f  y o u  
w a n t to  a rg u e , w e  d o n 't  n e e d  g u n s . I f  
y o u ’re  a im in g  to  ta k e  o v e r  th e  m a n a g e m e n t  
o f  th is  p a rty , ju s t  say  so . I  c a n  b e a t  y ou  
to  th e  s h o t  r ig h t  n o w .”

D ig g e r  le t  h is  h a n d  d ro o p .
B i l l  a n d  J o e  h a d  w a tc h e d  th is  l ig h tn in g  

fla re -u p  b e tw e e n  th e ir  le a d e r s  w ith  b e w il 
d e r m e n t. Jo h n n y  C a r p e n  d re w  a  lo n g  b r e a th  
o f  r e l i e f  w h e n  h e  saw  th a t  D ig g e r  w as 
c o w e d . D ig g e r  h a d  a lw a y s  s h o w n  s u c h  
m a rk e d  h o s t i l i ty  to w a rd  h im  th a t  h is  o n ly  
c h a n c e  o f  s a fe ty  w a s  to  b a c k  u p  M e llo d y  
i f  it  ca m e  to  a  s h o w d o w n  a n d  g u n p la y .

M e l lo d y ’s s a rd o n ic  th e o r y  o f  th e  s tr a n g e  
d e a th  w h ic h  h a d  a lre a d y  s n a tc h e d  o n e  o f  
th e ir  n u m b e r  a n d  m e n a c e d  a n o th e r  h a d  s e n t 
a c o ld  th r i l l  o f  d re a d  th r o u g h  th e m .

Jo h n n y  th o u g h t  i t  w a s  t im e  to  p o u r  a  l i t 
t le  o i l  o n  th e  tr o u b le d  w a te rs . H e  s te p p e d  
fo rw a rd . " B u t  B u l l  d id n ’t  h a v e  a n y  d r in k s ,” 
h e  p u t in , " L o r in g  h a d  ju s t  b r o u g h t  in  th e  
l iq u o r  w h e n  h e  f e l l  o v e r ,”

S a m  r e la x e d . " T h a t ’s s o ,” h e  a d m itte d .
" I  w a s  ju s t  t r y in g  to  g iv e  y o u  th e  n e e d le , 

S a m , so  y o u ’d  la y  o f f  th e  b o o z e ,” M e l lo d y  
c o n fe s s e d . " I  d o n ’t  k n o w  a n y  m o r e  a b o u t 
i t  th a n  y o u  d o .”

" T h e n  i t  lo o k s  as i f  G e o r g e  is  as g o o d  as 
d o n e  fo r ,  M e l lo d y ? ” le v e l-h e a d e d  B i l l  q u e s 
t io n e d .

" I t  lo o k s  l ik e  i t .  T h a t ’s ju s t  th e  w a y  B u l l  
w a s .”

“ H o w  a b o u t c a l l in g  in  a d o c to r ? ”
M e llo d y  s h o o k  h is  h e a d . " I t ’s to o  r is k y . 

T h e r e ’s H a n o i  G h a n  a n d  h is  m e n  to  r e m e m 
b e r . I f  h e  s h o u ld  s e e  a n y  o f  u s  o u ts id e  th e  
h o u s e  th e r e ’l l  b e  t r o u b le , a n d  i f  w e  se n d  
L o r in g  i t ’s b o u n d  to  m a k e  ta lk . T h i s  m u s t 
b e  s o m e  ra r e  O r ie n t a l  d is e a s e , a n d  e v e n  i f
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G e o r g e  w e r e  s t i l l  a l iv e  b y  th e  t im e  th e  d o c 
to r  g o t  h e r e , th e  c h a n c e s  a r e  h e  w o u ld n ’t 
k n o w  h o w  to  tr e a t  i t .  H e ’d  w a n t  to  sen d  
G e o r g e  to  a  h o s p ita l  f ir s t  th in g , a n d  a sk  us 
a lo t  o f  q u e s t io n s  w e  w o u ld n ’t  w a n t to  a n 
s w e r . T h e  n e x t  t h in g  y o u  k n o w  th e  p o lic e  
w o u ld  b e  s t ic k in g  t h e ir  n o s e s  in to  it . I t 's  
to u g h  lu c k  f o r  G e o r g e , b u t  w e ’v e  g o t  to  

r o te c t  o u rs e lv e s , a n d  w e ’v e  g o t  to  p ro te c t  
o t te r m a x . A f t e r  a l l ,  h e ’s p a y in g  th e  

f r e i g h t .”
" A  d o c to r  m ig h t  b e  a b le  to  t e l l  us w h a t ’s 

c a u s in g  th e s e  d e a th s ,” S a m  sa id  p o in te d ly . 
" W h a t ’s to  p r e v e n t  th e  re s t  o f  u s  fr o m  
d r o p p in g  o f f  o n e  b y  o n e ? ”

ME L L O D Y  th r e w  u p  h is  h a n d s . " I f  y ou  
th r e e  w a n t to  s e n d  f o r  a  d o c to r , g o  

a h e a d . I  w o n ’t  o p p o s e  it . B u t  y o u  c h o o s e  
o n e  o f  y o u r  o w n  to  g o  a f t e r  h im . L o r in g  
m u s t b e  k e p t  o u t o f  th is . A n d  i f  H a n o i  
G h a n  s h o u ld  b e  w a it in g  a ro u n d  o u ts id e , I ’l l  
n o t  l i f t  a  h a n d  to  h e lp , f o r  th e  o n e  th a t  
m e e ts  h im  w o n ’t  n e e d  a  d o c to r . I t ’s n o  a c c i
d e n t  th a t  th e  b r o w n  m e n  c a m e  h e r e  b y  p la n e  
la s t  n i g h t .”

M e n t io n  o f  th e  p o s s ib i li ty  o f  m e e t in g  
H a n o i  G h a n  p u t a d a m p e r  o n  th is  s u g g e s 
t io n . M e l lo d y  le a n e d  c lo s e r , in te n t  o n  f o l 
lo w in g  u p  th e  a d v a n ta g e . " C o m e  o n , n o w , 
b o y s , l e t ’s n o t  g e t  r a tt le d  o v e r  th is . W h e n  
w e  s ta r te d  o u t, th e  e ig h t  o f  u s , i t  w a s  a g re e d  
th a t  a t th e  e n d  th e  m o n e y  s h o u ld  b e  sh a re d  
o u t  e q u a lly , w ith  m e  d r a w in g  a  d o u b le  
s h a re  a s  o r g a n iz e r . W e  k n e w  w e  w e r e  g a m 
b l in g  o u r  l iv e s  a g a in s t  t h e  C o lo n e l 's  p r ic e  
f o r  th e  S iv a , a n d  th a t  a t  th e  e n d  th e r e  m ig h t  
s t i ll  b e  e ig h t  o f  u s , o r  o n ly  fo u r , o r — n o n e !

" P o t te r m a x  o w e s  u s $ 7 5 , 0 0 0 .  L a s t  n ig h t  
e a c h  o f  y o u r  s h a re s  w a s  w o r th  a b o u t 
$ 1 0 , 0 0 0 .  W h e n  B u l l  d ie d  it  ra ise d  th e  a n te , 
a n d  i f  G e o r g e  s h o u ld  g o  i t  w i l l  b o o s t  th e m  
to  a b o u t $ 1 5 , 0 0 0 . ”

M e l lo d y ’s f ig u r e s  c a m e  v e ry  p a t , f o r  h e  
h a d  b e e n  m a k in g  p r iv a te  c a lc u la t io n s  b e 
fo r e h a n d . T h e  in je c t io n  o f  th is  ca sh  v a lu a 
t io n  in to  th e  m a tte r  o f  th e  m y s te r io u s  d e a th s  
b r o u g h t  n e w  th o u g h ts  a n d  a  n e w  a tt itu d e  
in to  th e  c o n fe r e n c e . B r o u g h t  f a c e  to  fa c e  
w ith  th e  c o ld -b lo o d e d  r e a liz a t io n  th a t  e a ch  
o n e  s to o d  to  g a in  n e a r ly  f iv e  th o u s a n d  d o l
la r s  th r o u g h  th is  u n e x p e c te d  c a la m ity , th e  
s a m e  t r a in  o f  th o u g h t  n a tu r a lly  le d  e a ch  to  
c o n s id e r  th a t  h is  o w n  d e a th  w o u ld  s im ila r ly
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e n r ic h  th e  s u r v iv o rs . T h e r e  w a s  d y n a m ite  
in  th e  id e a .

W i t h  th is  c a l lo u s  v ie w  c a m e  a  c lo u d  o f  
f e a r s ^ - f e a r  o f  d e a th  fr o m  th e  s a m e  u n 
k n o w n  s o u rc e , fe a r  o f  tr e a c h e r y , f e a r  o f  th e  
d o u b le -c ro s s . U n ity  o f  p la n  a n d  a c t io n  s u d 
d e n ly  b e c a m e  a  s e c o n d a ry  a f fa ir ,  s e l f - p r o 
te c t io n  b e c a m e  a l l  im p o r ta n t . T h e  e v e n ts  
o f  th e  la s t  fe w  h o u r s  h a d  a d d e d  h a l f  as 
m u c h  a g a in  to  e a c h  o n e ’s s ta k e  in  th e  S iv a  
as h a d  m o n th s  o f  to il  a n d  p e r i l  u n d e r  th e  
m o s t  a d v e rs e  a n d  d a n g e r o u s  c o n d it io n s . 
D is in te g r a t io n  a n d  d eca y  h a d  b e g u n  its 
d e a d ly  w o rk .

M e l lo d y  h a d  a p p e a le d  d e lib e r a te ly  to  
th e ir  c u p id ity  a n d  s e l f - in te r e s t ,  b u t  D ig g e r  
w a s  n o t  la c k in g  in  th e  s a m e  s o r t  o f  m e n ta l  
a g ility . " T h a t 's  tru e  e n o u g h , M e l lo d y , b u t 
i t 's  o n ly  h a l f  th e  s to r y . I t  d o e s  p u t m o r e  
m o n e y  in  o u r  p o c k e ts , b u t  y o u  h o ld  a  d o u 
b le  s h a re , so  y ou  s h o w  a d o u b le  p ro fit . I f  
o u r  s h a re s  g o e s  u p  fiv e  th o u s a n d , y o u rs  g o e s  
u p  te n . T h a t  s o r t  o f  f ig u r in g  w o rk s  tw o  
w a y s .”

" Y e s ,  a n d  i f  I  s h o u ld  k ic k  o f f  y o u ’d e a c h  
g e t  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0 .  T h e r e 's  y o u r  o w n  a r g u m e n t 
r ig h t  b a c k  to  y o u . O n ly ,"  a n d  h e  s m ile d  
g r im ly , “ i f  I ’m  n o t  h e r e  y o u ’re  n o t  l ik e ly  to  
g e t  a re d  c e n t . T h e  C o lo n e l ’s b a r g a in  w as 
w ith  m e . D o n ’t  o v e r lo o k  t h a t .”

TH E  a r g u m e n t  w a s  g e t t in g  w a r m  a g a in .
J o h n n y  sa t o n  th e  w in d o w  s i l l  an d  

w is h e d  th a t  s o m e th in g  w o u ld  h a p p e n  th a t  
w o u ld  p u t a n  e n d  t o  th is  b ic k e r in g . P r a c t i 
c a l-m in d e d  B i l l  c a m e  to  th e  re sc u e . " N o w  
w e ’r e  r ig h t  b a c k  to  th a t  c ra z y  a r g u m e n t 
a g a in . L e t ’s g e t  th e  m o n e y  b e f o r e  w e  a rg u e  
a b o u t it . T h is  is n o  t im e  f o r  su ch  ta lk , w ith  
G e o r g e  ly in g  r ig h t  o v e r  th e r e . ’’

" T h a t ’s c o m m o n  s e n s e ,”  M e l lo d y  a p 
p ro v e d . " G e t  th e  m o n e y  firs t. S u p p o s e  S a m  
a n d  I  g o  to  N e w  Y o r k  a n d  g e t  th e  C o lo n e l  
to  p ay  u s?  T h a t ’s w h a t  h e  s u g g e s te d  in  h is  
l e t t e r .”

J o e  a n d  B i l l  th o u g h t  th is  o v e r  in  s ile n c e . 
" I ’m  n o t  u p  to  a ll  th is  ta lk  y o u  a n d  D ig -  
g e r ’v e  b e e n  h a v in g ,"  B i l l  p u t in  s tu r d ily , 
“b u t  s in c e  th e  q u e s t io n  h a s  b e e n  ra is e d , I  
th in k  w e  a l l  o u g h t  t o  s tay  in  e a c h  o t h e r ’s 
$ ig h t t i l l  th e  p a y -o ff . T h e n  n o b o d y ’s g o t  to  
tru s t n o b o d y  e ls e .”

" T h a t ’s m y  id e a , t o o ,” J o e  s e c o n d e d . 
" T h e r e  a r e  th in g s  g o in g  o n  in  th is  h o u s e

I  d o n ’t  u n d e rs ta n d , b u t  so  lo n g  as I  g e t  m y  
f a i r  c u t o f  th e  m o n e y  I ’m  n o t  ta k in g  s id e s  
o r  s t ic k in g  m y  n o se  in . O n ly , I ’tn  t e l l in g  
a ll  o f  y ou  I  a in ’t  g o in g  w ith in  te n  fe e t  o f  
th e  S iv a , b u t  I ’m  s u r e  g o in g  to  s ta n d  g u a rd  
o v e r  i t .”

M e l lo d y  lo o k e d  fr o m  o n e  to  th e  o th e r  
w ith  a  c y n ic a l sn e e r . " S o  th a t ’s h o w  i t  s ta ck s  
u p , e h ?  Y o u  tru s te d  m e  w ith  y o u r l iv e s  in  
th e  ju n g le ,  y ou  w o r k e d  w ith  m e  in  a h u n 
d re d  t ig h t  p la c e s  w h e r e  th e  le a s t  d u m b  p lay  
o n  m y  p a r t  w o u ld  h a v e  m e a n t  d e a th  f o r  a ll  
o f  y o u , a n d  n o w  th a t  w e ’re  b a c k , s a fe  a n d  
s o u n d , th e  o ld  lo y a lty  g o e s  to  p o t  S a m  
th in k s  I m u rd e r e d  tw o  o f  m y  o w n  m e n , y ou  
o th e r s  a r e  a f r a id  I ’l l  c o l le c t  f o r  th e  jo b  a n d  
s k ip . A  h e l l  o f  a f in e  b u n c h  y o u  a r e !”

" L is t e n ,  M e l lo d y ,” J o e  a rg u e d , " f o r g e t  
a l l  th is  ta lk . I f  H a n o i  G h a n  is o u t  th e r e  in  

t h e  w o o d s , h id in g  a n d  w a tc h in g , n o n e  o f  us 
a r e  g o in g  to  s h o w  o u rs e lv e s  o u ts id e  th is  
h o u s e . S o  th a t  s e t t le s  t h a t .”

" I  d o n ’t  say  th e y ’re  o u t th e r e  r ig h t  th is  
m in u t e ,"  M e l lo d y  s ta te d , " b u t  th e y ’r e  b o u n d  
to  sh o w  u p . T h a t 's  in e v ita b le , s in c e  C a r p e n  
saw  th e m  a r r iv e .”

A n d  so  M e l lo d y  re s u m e d  h is  b r ie f ly  c h a l 
le n g e d  le a d e r s h ip . H e  r a n g  f o r  th e  b u tle r . 
" L o r i n g ,” h e  b e g a n , " w e ’v e  ta lk e d  th is  o v e r  
a m o n g  o u rs e lv e s , a n d  th is  is  o u r  d e c is io n . 
W e ’v e  b r o u g h t  th e  S iv a  h e r e , e x p e c t in g  to  
b e  p a id  o n  d e liv e ry . In s te a d , w e  fin d  th e  
C o lo n e l  is a w ay . H e  w a n ts  us to  m e e t  h im  
in  N e w  Y o r k .  W e ’v e  d e c id e d  n o t  to  le t  th e  
s ta tu e  o u t  o f  o u r  s ig h t  u n t il  w e  a r e  p a id , 
a n d  w e ’v e  n o  in te n t io n  o f  d r a g g in g  i t  to  
N e w  Y o r k .  I t  is u p  to  th e  C o lo n e l  to  h o n o r  
th e  te rm s  o f  o u r  c o n tr a c t  b y  b r in g in g  th e  
m o n e y  to  us h e r e .”

L o r in g , im p a s s iv e , b u t  l is te n in g  c lo s e ly , 
n o d d e d .

" M y  m e n  a re  r e s t le s s ,” M e llo d y  c o n t in 
u e d . " T h i s  h o u s e  se e m s  to  b e  a  h o o d o o  to  
u s . T h e r e  a re  re a s o n s  w h y  w e  s h o u ld  g e t  
a w a y . W e  c a m e  h e r e  s e c r e t ly  a n d  n o  d o u b t 
th e  C o lo n e l  w o u ld n ’t w a n t o u r  p re s e n c e  
k n o w n . O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , w e  c a n  t  s it  
a ro u n d  a n d  tw id d le  o u r  th u m b s  in d e fin ite ly . 
W e ’v e  g o t  o n e  d ea d  m a n  o n  o u r  h a n d s  n o w , 
a n d  w e  m a y  h a v e  a n o th e r  b e f o r e  lo n g . 
S o m e th in g  h a s  to  b e  d o n e  s o o n  a b o u t th a t . 
T h e y 'r e  n o t w h a t  y o u ’d c a ll  g o o d  c o m p a n y  
to  b e  s h u t u p  w ith .

“ T o  c u t  i t  s h o r t ,  L o r in g , th is  w a it in g
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a ro u n d  is ail da m n e d nonsense. O u r  b u si
ness w ith  P o tte rm a x  is im p o rta n t e n ough 
to  com e first. H e  can go lo o k  at carved 
jad e any tim e . W h e n  you g o  d o w n  to  the 
city to da y w ire  o r  ’ p h o n e  tire C o lo n e l that 
w e  m ust have o u r m o n e y w ith in  fo rty-e ig h t 
hours, o r else— ’*

" O r  else w h a t, M r .  M e lio d y ? ”  L o r i n g ’ s 
face was stiff and hostile.

" O r  else w e ’ ll take an y measures that 
seem suitable. Y o u  te ll that to  P o tte rm a x  
b lu n tly , as I ’ve  to ld  it to y o u . D o n ’ t beat 
a rou n d the bush w ith  o ily  phrases. D o n ’ t 
tr y  to  so fte n  it u p . W e  m ean business. W e  
d o n ’t g iv e  a d a m n  w h e th e r the C o lo n e l 
h im s e lf comes back o r n o t, b u t i f  w e  d o n 't  
have that m o n e y in fo rty -e ig h t hours there’ s 
g o in g  to be tro u b le . P e rh a p s ,”  he  m used, 
" y o u ’l l  learn w h a t is m eant b y the ’ S ix  
A r m s  o f  S iv a .’ ”

C a rp e n  came o ve r to M e lio d y  a n d  touched 
h im  o n  d ie  a rm . " I  th in k  G e o rg e  just d ie d ,"  
he w hisp e re d .

V

O H N N Y  C A R P E N  stood at th e  w in 
d o w  o f  C o lo n e l P o tte rm a x ’s guest ro o m  

a n d loo k e d  d o w n  at the lith e  m o ve m e n ts o f  
the police dogs as the y p a d d e d  to  an d f r o . 
T h e  bed b e h in d  h im  n o w  h e ld  tw o  bodies 
instead o f  one. C a rp e n , p la n n in g  eventual 
escape, h a d  fo u n d  and b id d e n  a p a ir o f  
w ire -n ip p e rs . H i s  scheme w as to  get o u t to 
th a t ba rb e d -w ire  ba rrie r w h e n  the chance 
came, cut his w a y  th ro u g h  an d get aw ay 
d o w n  the side o f  P o n tico  H i l l .  H e  had 
e xam in e d  th e  con trol board dow nstairs and 
learned h o w  to  cut o ff  the current fr o m  
those w ire s. T h e  tric k was to get o u t o f  the 
house u nnoticed and past those dogs.

A  ke y tu rn e d  in  the lock and M e lio d y  
entered, lo c k in g  the d o o r b e h in d  h im . “ D i d  
yo u  fin d  a n yth in g ? ”  C a rp e n  asked.

W h e n  M e lio d y  tu rn e d  J o h n n y  saw that 
he was ca rryin g  tw o  revolvers a n d  a shot
g u n . “ I ’v e  been th ro u g h  the room s, and 
this is the c ro p .”

H e  p u t th e m  d o w n  o n  the table an d 
b ro ke  o p e n  th e  m agazines, s p illin g  o u t 
a m m u n itio n . H e  peered in to  the m u zzle s  
a n d  sniffed th e m . A p p a r e n tly  they h a ve n ’t  
been fired re c e n tly," he said. T h e n  he 
pushed aside the pictu re co ve rin g  d ie  h o le

in the w a ll and pried o u t the tw isted 
b u lle t. " N o ,  it’ s still a m y s te ry ,”  he an
nounced a fte r co m p a rin g  it w ith  the a m 
m u n itio n  fr o m  the seized w eapons. H e  pu t 
the u n lo a d e d  gu n s aw ay in a closet. " N o w  
w e ’ ll  get o n  w ith  this o th e r j o b ,”  he said.

M e lio d y  stared lo n g  an d h a rd  at the tw o  
corpses ly in g  side b y side on the be d . 
G e o rg e  D o r g a n  had succumbed to the same 
m ysterious b lig h t th a t had overtaken 
B u ll M c S p a rre n  on the preceding n ig h t. 
L i k e  B u l l , he had n e ve r roused fr o m  his 
com a.

A b o u t  an h o u r be fo re  L o r i n g  ba d d rive n  
the station car th ro u g h  the - ba rb e d -w ire  
gates o n  his w a y  to relay M e llo d y ’ s u lti
m a tu m  to  the absent C o lo n e l P o tte rm a x . 
M e lio d y  h a d  h a d  a talk w it h  the b u tle r in 
th e  garage b e fo re  th e  latter started, b u t it 
was L ig h t f o o t  w h o  sw u n g  the gates shut 
b e h in d  the d e p a rtin g  car, as M e lio d y  had 
fo rb id d e n  his m e n  to sho w  themselves 
w h e re  the y could be seen b y an y one 
lu r k in g  b e yo n d  the b a rrie r. H e  a n d  D ig g e r  
h a d  w atched the de p a rtu re  th ro u g h  field- 
glasses fr o m  an upstairs fr o n t ro o m .

H a v i n g  been pre pa re d b y B u l l ’ s earlier 
a n d  sim ilar fa te , this second death was not 
so severe a shock, b u t it certainly intensi
fied the sullen g lo o m  th a t h a d  o vertaken  the 
p a rty . D e a th  b y h a za rd o u s u n d e rta k in g , 
death in  th e  ju n g le , death in  o p e n  fig h t 
the y h a d  faced w ith o u t q u a k in g  as a n o rm al 
a n d  m easurable ris k , b u t this remorseless 
s trik in g  d o w n  b y  an unseen m alignancy 
w as u n n e rv in g . T h e  loo ks th e y cast at the 
sn a rlin g  g o d  w e re  suspicious, uneasy.

CA R P E N  h a d  h e lpe d M e lio d y  carry 
D o r g a n ’s b o d y  u p  th e  stairs, to  place 

it side b y  side w it h  M c S p a r re n ’ s corpse. 
N o w  M e lio d y  d o n n e d  ru bbe r gloves and 
proceeded to  strip  the dead m e n  to  stark 
nakedness. W i t h  a m a g n ify in g  glass he 
h a d  fo u n d  in the lib ra ry  h e  e xam in e d  their 
bodies fo r  te lltale  m a rk s , bruises, w o u n d s  
or bites. T h e r e  w e re  n o  a b n o rm a l sw ellings 
o r  discolorations. T h e i r  nails h a d  a bluish 
tin g e , w h ic h  was repeated m o re  noticeably 
in th e  h o llo w s  o f  the eye sockets.

D o r g a n ’*  b o d y w as easily h a n d le d , b u t 
rig o r m o rtis  h a d  seized u p o n  B u l T *  b u lk y  
fra m e , and J o h n n y ’ s h e lp  w as re qu ire d to 
s h ift h im  a bo u t. M e lio d y  show ed n o  re
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pugnance fo r  this gruesom e task, e x a m in 
in g  the dead flesh o f  his fo rm e r comrades 
w ith  th e  u tte r detachm ent o f  an investigat
in g  scientist.

A  determ in ed ra p p in g  at the locked d o o r 
inte rru pte d his labors.

" W h o 's  there?”
" S a m .”
M e llo d y  opened the d o o r. D i g g e r  glanced 

briefly fr o m  C a rp e n  to  the naked bodies on 
th e  bed an d g lo w e re d  at M e llo d y  and his 
ro u n d  glass. " W h a t ’ s g o in g  o n  here?”  he 
d e m a n d e d .

M e llo d y  lo o k e d  at h im  in  disgust. " C a n 't  
yo u  lay o ff tha t liq u o r  fo r  a w h ile ? ”  he 
g ro w le d . " Y o u ’v e  g o t a breath lik e  a 
se w e r.”

" N e v e r  m in d  about m e. I ’ m  sober 
e n o u g h . W h a t  are you d o in g ? ”

" I ’ m  still try in g  to fin d  o u t w h a t k ille d  
th e m .”

" W e l l? "
M e llo d y  shru g g e d . A f t e r  th e ir sharp- 

edged skirm ish o f  th e  m o r n in g  a sort o f  
arm ed n e u tra lity h a d  been tacitly agreed o n , 
b u t D i g g e r  had gone back to  his b o ttle , a n d 
his m o o d  had become u g lie r in  consequence. 
S a m , to o , k n e w  his c h ie f w e ll e n o u g h  to 
k n o w  that the episode w o u ld  not be fo r g o t
te n . T h i s  inn e r disqu ie tu de  m ade his o u t
w a rd  b e a rin g  the m o re  tru c u le n t.

"S u p p o se  yo u  try  y o u r lu c k .”  M e llo d y  
handed o v e r the gloves an d the m a g n ify in g  
glass w ith  that m a d d e n in g  sm ile o f  his. 
D i g g e r ’ s w hiskey-soaked nerves q u iv e re d , 
bu t he w o u ld  n o t back d o w n  b e fo re  that 
m o c k in g  voice. H e  w e n t th ro u g h  m uch the 
same m otion s as M e llo d y  had just finished. 
T h e  latter sat d o w n  in  a chair and lit a 
cigarette b u t he w atche d S a m ’ s m ovem ents 
none the less k e e n ly . C a rp e n  k e p t h im s e lf 
in the b a c kg ro u n d .

F in a lly  D i g g e r  p u t d o w n  th e  lens. " I  
g iv e  u p ,”  h e  said w e a rily . " W h a t ’ s y o u r 
theory?”

" I  w o u ld n ’ t call it a th e o ry. O f  course 
a n y o f  this supernatural stu ff is o u t, b u t 
I ’ d  say it’ d  be a g o o d  idea to  steer d e a r o f 
th e  S iv a . S o m e h o w , th a t seems to  be the 
da n ge r ro n e . D o n ’t  touch i t  D o n ’t  h a n d le  
i t ”

D i g g e r  stated m o o d ily  at the dead m e n . 
“ A r e  yo u  q u ite  sure th e y’ re dead? N o t  
ju st in  a trance?"

" B u ll  is g e ttin g  stiff as a b o a rd . T h a t ’s 
p re tty  g o o d  p r o o f .”

D ig g e r  was w a tc h in g  Jo h n n y  n a rro w ly . 
S u d d e n ly he jerked o u t his g u n . " W h e r e ’ d 
y o u  g e t th a t ro d ? ”  he de m a n d e d . " C o m e  
o n , I see it there u n d e r y o u r c o a t.”

B e fo re  C a rp e n  could answ er, M e llo d y  
brushed the w e ap o n  aside. " D o n ’ t be so 
da m n e d  m e lod ram a tic, S a m . I  gave h im  
tha t to carry. I t ’s B u ll 's  g u n , an d there are 
three bullets in the c lip .”

D ig g e r 's  suspicions flared a n ew . " W h a t ’ s 
the idea, M e llo d y ?  T r y i n g  to b u ild  u p a 
p riva te  a rm y?”

" U s e  yo u r head fo r  o n ce !”  M e llo d y  
sn appe d. " W e ’ re short tw o  m e n , aren’t 
we? W e ’ve  g o t to  keep a solid fr o n t. I f  
th e  b ro w n  m e n  com e w e  can use an extra 
m a n . I ’ m  n o t co u n tin g  o n  any h e lp  fr o m  
L o r i n g  o r  L ig h t f o o t . I n  fa ct, I ’ve  grabbed 
every g u n  I  could fin d  in  th e  ho u se .”

" B u t  w h y  h a n d  o ve r a g u n  that way? 
T h a t ’ s a sking fo r  tro u b le .”

" D o n ’ t w o r ry  about C a rp e n . H e ’s g o t to 
pla y ball w ith  us to  save his o w n  neck. H e ’d 
need a lo t m o re  than three slugs to get o u t 
o f  this place. I f  yo u  catch h im  m a k in g  any 
w r o n g  m o ve s, g iv e  h im  th e  w o rk s . I ’ve  
w a rn e d  h i m .”

" I t ’ s bad m edicine, M e llo d y . H e 'l l  be 
te llin g  L o r i n g  h e ’ s n o t on e  o f  the c ro w d . 
L o r i n g 'l l  tell P o tte rm a x , and h e  w o n ’t  lik e  
i t .”

M e llo d y  g rin n e d . " I ’ m  b e g in n in g  to  care 
less and less about w h a t P o tte rm a x  w ill  like 
and w o n ’t  lik e . H e  forced this situation 
o n  us, and h e ’ll have to  take the conse
quences. T h e s e , fo r  instance.”  H e  po in te d  
to  the b a d .

" Y e s , w h a t about B u ll  an d G e o rg e? 
W h e n  P o tte rm a x  comes back he w o n ’ t stand 
f o r  us p la n tin g  th e m  an yw here near this 
place, and i f  w e  p u t th e m  aw ay n o w  
L o r i n g ’ ll w a n t to k n o w  all about i t .”

" I ’ ve  g o t that a ll figu red o u t, Sam  
T h e r e ’ s n o  use try in g  to  fo o l the C o lo n d  
about it. W e ’ ll tell h im  the tru th . W e ’ ll 
b o x  them  u p  all p ro p e r, p u t them  in th< 
cellar, and take them  a lo n g  w h e n  w e  go. 
W e  can leave them  strip p e d , and d o  a 
b it o f  d ig g in g  in the w o o d s the o th e r side 
o f  th e  c ity . T h a t  o u g h t to  satisfy e ve ryo n f 
co n ce rn e d.”

A t  that m o m e n t the pack o f  police
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dogs began th e ir c lam o r. C a rp e n  loo k e d  
o u t the w in d o w . H e  co u ld catch a 
glim p se o f  L o r i n g ’ s car at the gates, and 
the le a p in g , y e lp in g  dogs gathered at the 
inner circle o f  fence. Presen tly L ig h t fo o t  
am bled across the g ro u n d s, stilled th e  m ore 
am bitious y e lp in g  w ith  a crack o f  his w h ip , 
then let h im s e lf th ro u g h  the in n e r enclosure 
and opened the gates fo r  the b u tle r. M e l*  
lo d y trained his binoculars o n  this spot to 
watch the o p e ra tio n , and fo llo w e d  the car 
u n til it disappeared fr o m  his range o f 
vis io n , the garage b e in g  b u ilt out fr o m  the 
rear p o rtio n  o f  the house.

" w e l l ,  le t’ s g o  d o w n  a n d get th e  new s. 
I ’m  anxious to  hear w h a t the C o lo n e l has to 
say fo r  h im s e lf.”

T h e y  w e n t dow nstairs a n d  a lo n g  the rear 
hall to the back o f  the house. T lie y  w aite d  
inside the back d o o r, fo r  M e llo d y  w o u ld  n o t 
risk any o f  th e m  b e in g  seen outside the 
house in d a y lig h t. L o r i n g  was still in the 
garage, h e lp in g  L ig h t f o o t  u n lo a d  the v a r i
ous packages o f  groceries and fo o d  supplies 
w hich he had b ro u g h t u p  fr o m  th e  city. 
M e llo d y  w aite d  u n til L ig h t f o o t  h a d  tru d g e d  
aw ay w ith  the last a rm fu l b e fo re  he  p u t his 
question.

L o r i n g  was q u ie t and im passive. " I  tele
p h o n e d  yo u r message to C o lo n e l P o tte r- 
m a x ,”  he re plie d. “ H e  to ld  m e to  say that 
he w o u ld  re turn  in tw o  o r three days w ith  
yo u r m o n e y. I t  is absolutely im possible fo r  
h im  to  be back b e fo re  th a t t im e .”

" D i d  yo u  tell h im  about M c S p a rre n  and 
D o r g a n ? ” Sam  bro ke  in .

" I  fe lt it m y d u ty  to  d o  s o ,”  L o r i n g  a n 
sw ered, p r im ly . " T h e  C o lo n e l w as ve ry 
m uch p u t o u t about it. H i s  language was 
qu ite— er— v io le n t, sir. H e  said th a t yo u  
w ere n o t to— dispose o f  them — b e fo re  he 
a rrive d , and that it w o u ld  be best i f  n o  one 
w ere a llo w e d  to  enter o r leave th e  g ro u n ds 
on any pre te xt in  the m e an tim e . H e  was 
most em phatic o n  tha t p o in t, sir, as a m a t
ter o f  protection to his o w n  interests. Y o u  
can readily understand th a t, M r .  M e l 
lo d y— ”

" Y e s , yes, I  see,”  M e llo d y  w a v e d  the 
point aside. " Y o u  w ere careful tha t yo u r 
conversation w as n o t ove rhe a rd ?”

" O h ,  yes, q u ite , sir. T h e  C o lo n e l h a d  le ft 
his usual quarters at the C a r fa x  and had 
cone to  the H o t e l  R a v e n a l. T h is  necessi
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tated tw o  calls, b u t I  w as in  a bo o th  at the 
m a in  office, a n d  n o  one was near m e .”

" I  h o p e  y o u  used g o o d  ju d g m e n t in  yo u r 
choice o f  w o rd s o ve r the te le p h o n e , L o r in g . 
I f  one o f  the operators ha ppe n e d to  listen 
in , an d heard yo u  ta lk in g  about dead m e n , 
she m ig h t v e ry  w e ll re p o rt'th e  m a tte r.”

" N o ,  n o , M r .  M e llo d y , I  was q u ite  dis
creet. N o  one w ith o u t a defin ite k n o w le d g e  
o f  th e  situation could h a ve  understood it. 
I t  required a certain a m o u n t o f  ro u nd ab o u t 
conversation, b u t I  m anaged to convey the 
exact s itu a tio n .”

“ T h e n  y o u r tr ip  came o ff w ith o u t fu rth e r 
incident?”

" Y e s , s ir."
" A l i  r ig h t, L o r i n g . A l l  w e  can d o  is to 

sit tig h t u n til the C o lo n e l comes bade. Y o u  
can p u t o n  a nice d in n e r f o r  us to n ig h t, bu t 
w e  ll cut d o w n  o n  th e  liq u o r , an d I ’ ll see 
that m y  m e n  g iv e  a be tte r account o f  th e ir 
m anners this tim e . R e m e m b e r, just one 
ro u n d  o f  d r in k s .”

"S h a ll I serve it in  th e  d in in g  ro o m ?”

ME L L O D Y  gave th e  b u tle r a pen etratin g 
lo o k . " W h a t ’s th e  idea o f  tr y in g  to 

coax us aw ay fr o m  th a t ro o m  a ll the tim e , 
L o rin g ?  Y o u  trie d  to  get us o u t o f  there last 
n ig h t, and again this m o r n in g . N o w  y o u ’re 
at it again. Lis te n  to this— as lo n g  as w e ’ re 
in  this house w e ’ re ca m p in g  rig h t by the 
S iv a , even i f  it knocks o u r last m an o ff his 
fe e t. W e ’ve  traveled w ith  th a t statue so 
lo n g  he ’ s becom e on e  o f  th e  p a rty . W h e r e  
he is, th a t’ s w h e re  y o u ’ ll  fin d  us, eatin g, 
sleeping, d r in k in g — o r dead. S o  y o u ’ll not 
be g e ttin g  a chance to  p o ke  a rou n d h im , 
L o r i n g .”

T h e  b u tle r’ s face tu rn e d  th e  shade o f  
p u tty . " I ’ ve  n o  w ish  to  g o  near i t ,”  he an
swered s tu rd ily . " I t ’ s just th a t, sir. I t  u n 
nerves m e to be w a lk in g  about in  that ro o m .
I  can still see those tw o  m e n  fa llin g . I t ’s—  
it’ s sacrilegious, M r .  M e llo d y , to  sit there 
eating an d d r in k in g , rig h t u n d e r that 
th in g — ”

M e llo d y  snorted. " W h a t  yo u  n eed, L o r 
in g , is a g o o d  shot o f  the C o lo n e l’s Scotch. 
B u t  d o n ’ t take to o  m u c h , o r  y o u  m ig h t be 
w a n tin g  to w restle o ld  S iv a , an d I ’m  a fra id  
h e ’ s g o t to o  m a n y arm s fo r  y o u .”  T h e  a d 
ve n tu re r’ s m o c k in g  lau g h  fo llo w e d  the re
treating b u tle r.
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M e llo d y  h a d  n o  in te n t io n  o f  a l lo w in g  h is  

m e n  to  d e v e lo p  th e ir  b r o o d in g  f r a m e  o f  
m in d  b y  s i t t in g  a ro u n d , id le . H is  e m b a r g o  
o n  th e  l iq u o r  su p p ly  w o u ld  o r d in a r i ly  h a v e  
m e t w ith  s o m e  g r u m b lin g , b u t  so m e h o w  
h is  h a l f - jo k in g  th e o r y  o f  th e  a lc o h o l  a n d  th e  
ju n g le  v ir u s  h a d  m a d e  a n  e x tr a o r d in a r y  
m a rk  o n  th e ir  im a g in a t io n s  a n d  s p o ile d  
th e ir  ta s te  f o r  l iq u o r .
. H e  o r d e re d  L ig h t f o o t ,  th r o u g h  L o r in g , 
to  d r iv e  th e  d o g s  in to  t h e ir  c o r ra l  u n t il  
n ig h t f a l l ,  c o m p la in in g  th a t  th e ir  n o is e  w as 
d is tr a c t in g  a n d  a n n o y in g . T h e n  h e  c o m 
m a n d e e r e d  th e  b ig  N e g r o ’s s e rv ic e s  f o r  th e  
m a k in g  o f  tw o  s to u t  o b lo n g  b o x e s  in  w h ic h  
th e  d ead  m e n  c o u ld  b e  p la c e d  a w a it in g  u l t i 
m a te  re m o v a l. H e  a s k e d  S a m  to  s u p e rv is e  
th e  jo b ,  w h ic h  w a s  p e r fo r m e d  in  th e  c e lla r , 
w h e r e  th e y  fo u n d  th e  n e c e s s a ry  to o ls  an d  
lu m b e r .

J o e  w a s  g iv e n  th e  b in o c u la r s  a n d  a ss ig n e d  
to  d u ty  a t  an  u p sta irs  w in d o w . F r o m  th e r e  
h e  w a s  to  k e e p  w a tc h  o n  th e  s u r r o u n d in g  
c o u n try , th e  c lu m p s  o f  t r e e s , th e  s h ru b b e r y , 
th e  u n b r o k e n  c ir c le  o f  fe n c e s  h e m m in g  in  
th e  h o l lo w  s a u ce r  in  w h ic h  D r e a m e r 's  R e s t  
s to o d .

L o r in g  h a d  e x p lo d e d  th e  le g e n d  th a t  th e  
b a rb e d  w ir e s  w e r e  c h a rg e d  w ith  a n  e le c tr ic  
c u r r e n t  s tr o n g  e n o u g h  to  h o ld  a  m a ra u d e r  
fa s t , b u t h e  h a d  s h o w n  M e llo d y  a  b u r g la r  
a la r m  r e g is te r  o n  th e  w a ll  o f  th e  s e r v a n ts ’ 
l iv in g  ro o m  w h ic h  r a n g  a t  a n y  c o n ta c t  w ith  
th e  w ir e s , a n d  h a d  a rro w s  to  in d ic a te , to  
w ith in  a  fe w  y a rd s , th e  e x a c t  s p o t  o f  th a t  
c o n ta c t.

M e l lo d y  to o k  J o h n n y  w ith  h im  in to  th e  
b a n q u e t  ro o m . " H e r e ’s y o u r  a s s ig n m e n t  f o r  
th e  a f te r n o o n . H id e  b e h in d  th a t  c a b in e t  
o v e r  th e r e  in  th e  c o r n e r . K e e p  s t i l l .  M a k e  
n o  n o s e . I f  a n y o n e  e n te r s  th is  r o o m  w a tc h  
th e m . T h a t ’s a l l— ju s t  w a tc h . K e e p  y o u r s e lf  
h id d e n  n o  m a t te r  w h a t  h a p p e n s .”

C a r p e n  n o d d e d , w o n d e r in g  w h a t  s c h e m e  
w a s  b e in g  h a tc h e d  in  th a t  in tr ic a te  b r a in . 
H e  c o n c e a le d  h im s e l f  in  th e  in d ic a te d  s p o t , 
f r o m  w h e n c e  h e  c o u ld  w a tc h  b o th  d o o r s  to  
th e  ro o m . A  b r o a d  s h a f t  o f  s u n l ig h t  f e l l  
a cro ss  th e  g le a m in g  m e ta l  b o d y  o f  S iv a  l ik e  
a s p o t lig h t .

ME L L O D Y  h u n te d  u p  L o r in g  a n d  th e y  
se t o f f  o n  a  to u r  o f  in s p e c t io n . M e l 

lo d y  w a s  th in k in g  o f  a  p o s s ib le  s ie g e  b y  th e

b r o w n  m e n  u n d e r  H a n o i  Q i a n ,  b u t to  th e  
b u t le r  h e  e x p la in e d  th a t  h e  w a s  m e re ly  c u r i 
o u s  to  s e e  i f  th e  h o u s e  w a s  r e a lly  as im p r e g 
n a b le  as L o r in g  h a d  b o a s te d . W h i l e  th e y  
m a d e  th is  ro u n d , M e l lo d y  w a s  c h e c k in g  u p  
o n  m o r e  th a n  d o o r s  a n d  w in d o w s , a n d  w h e n  
th e y  h a d  f in is h e d  h e  c o u ld  h a v e  fo u n d  h is  
w ay  u n e r r in g ly  th r o u g h  D r e a m e r 's  R e s t  in  
th e  d a rk .

W h e n  th e y  c a m e  d o w n sta irs , M e llo d y  
d is m is s e d  th e  b u t le r  a n d  tu rn e d  in to  th e  
l ib r a r y , a c o m fo r ta b le , m a s c u lin e  p la c e , 
p le a s a n t ly  u n tid y , a n d  l in e d  w ith  b o o k s  
fr o m  flo o r  to  c e i l in g .

H e  b ro w se d  a ro u n d  u n t il  h e  fo u n d  an  e n 
c y c lo p e d ia , a n d  th e r e , o n  p a g e  8 9 1  o f  th e  
v o lu m e  m a rk e d  C o n -D e m  h e  fo u n d  w h a t h e  
s o u g h t, a c o p y  o f  th e  s ta n d a rd  m a n u a l a l 
p h a b e t  f o r  th e  u se  o f  d e a f  m u te s . H e  s ta r te d  
to  re a d  th e  a c c o m p a n y in g  te x t , b u t  fo u n d  it 
s o  te c h n ic a l  th a t  h e  g a v e  i t  u p , a n d , in s te a d , 
to r e  o u t th e  p a g e  o f  m a n u a l s ig n s  a n d  
p o c k e te d  it .

S p r a w le d  o u t  la z ily , lo s t  in  th o u g h t, h is  
ey es s ta re d  u n s e e in g ly  a t  th e  ro w s  o f  b o o k s . 
T h e r e  w as a  s o f t  n o is e  o u ts id e  in  th e  h a l l ,  
c o m in g  th r o u g h  th e  p a r t ly  o p e n e d  d o o r . 
I n s ta n t ly  M e l lo d y ’s ey es d o s e d  a n d  q u ie t  
s n o re s  so u n d e d  f r o m  h is  th r o a t . T h e r e  w as 
n o  fu r th e r  so u n d  f r o m  th e  h a l l .

M e l lo d y  w a ite d  p a tie n tly  f o r  f i f te e n  m in 
u te s . T h e  o n ly  s o u n d  in  th e  h o u s e  w a s  th e  
m u ffle d  n o is e  o f  th e  c a rp e n tr y  g o in g  o n  in  
th e  c e lla r . H e  s la m m e d  th e  l ib r a r y  d o o r  b e 
h in d  h im  a n d  w a lk e d  h e a v ily  to w a rd  th e  
b a n q u e t  ro o m .

T h e r e  w a s  n o  o n e  in  s ig h t . " C a r p e n !” h e  
c a l le d  q u ie t ly . J o h n n y ’s h e a d  p o p p e d  u p  
f r o m  h is  h id d e n  p o s t . “ D id  a n y o n e  c o m e  
in  h e r e  w h ile  I  w a s  g o n e ? ”

" O n l y  L o r in g , a  fe w  m in u te s  a g o ."
“ D id  y o u  s p e a k  to  h im ? ”
" N o .  I  k e p t  o u t  o f  s i g h t ”
" W h a t  d id  h e  d o ? ”
" H e  just came in , lo o k e d  a ro u n d , w e n t 

u p  o n  the p la tfo r m  an d loo ke d at the 
Siva — ”

" D i d  h e  to u c h  i t ? ”
" N o ,  h e  ju s t  lo o k e d  a t  i t .  H e  w a lk e d  a ll  

a ro u n d  it . H e  d id n ’t  m a k e  a  s o u n d . T h e n  h e  
s to p p e d , l ik e  h e  h e a rd  s o m e th in g , a n d  w e n t 
o u t  th a t  d o o r .”

“H e  h e a rd  m e  s la m  th e  l ib r a r y  d o o r . I  
d id  th a t o n  p u r p o s e ."
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“ N o .  T h a t  was later. I  heard th a t.”
M e llo d y  fro w n e d . " H e  lo o k e d  and 

lo o k e d , and then w e n t a w a y w ith o u t d o in g  
anything? T h a t's  o d d . W h e r e  was he stand
in g  w h e n  he decided to leave?”

C a rp e n  show ed h im  the exact spot. " I  
guess he saw yo u  h i d in g ,”  M e llo d y  said. 
" G e t  back there, just as yo u  w e re  w h e n  
L o r i n g  was h e r e .”

Jo h n n y  disappeared b e h in d  the cabinet. 
M e llo d y  lo o k e d , b u t c o u ld n 't see h im . T h e n  
h e  tu rn e d  slig h tly , an d L o r i n g ’s retreat was 
e x p la in e d . T h e r e , in the glass d o o r o f  an
o th e r cabinet stan d in g against the side w a ll , 
was a clear picture o f  that part o f  the ro o m , 
sh o w in g  the crouching figu re  b e h in d  the 
o th e r cabinet.

" C o m e  o u t, C a rp e n . I  see h o w  i t  w as. 
L o r in g  was to o  sm art fo r  us tha t tim e !”

ME L L O D Y  p u lle d  u p  a chair and 
sm oked a cigarette as he q u ie tly 

bro o d e d  o ve r the stony-faced g o d  w hose 
arrested pose was lik e  a prance o f  rage. T h e  
m an 's face was lin e d  in deep t h o u g h t  A f t e r  
a w h ile  he arose, locked the d o o r th ro u g h  
w hich L o r i n g  m ust com e i f  he returned to 
the ro o m , and approached the S iv a . T h e  
bro a d shaft o f  m e llo w  a u tu m n  sun had 
n early le ft  the g o d  n o w , casting its g o lde n  
g lo w  o n ly  o ve r the le ft sho u ld e r an d arm s.

T h e  lens came in to  play again. Subcon
sciously, M e llo d y  m o v e d  w a r ily , fo r  he 
stood o n  the spot w h e re  M c S p a rre n  an d 
D o r g a n  had been struck d o w n . W it h o u t  
directly to u ch in g  any p o rtio n  o f  th e  S iv a , 
he b ro u g h t his glass to  bear o n  the g le a m in g  
surfaces. T h e  g o d  indeed had th e  lo o k  o f  

- an enraged w re stle r, w ith  his b o d y o ile d fo r  
com bat.

H e  gave particu lar scrutiny to th e  fingers, 
h a n ds, and joints o f  the six arm s, f o r  M e l 
lo d y  had an idea tha t perhaps one o f  the 
arms had some concealed m echanism  w h ic h  
enabled it to  strike w ith  de a dly fo rce . H e  
co u ld fin d  n o  evidence o f  such a m o va b le  
jo ip t , h o w e ve r, and discarded the idea w h e n  
he  recalled that G e o rg e  D o r g a n , th e  second 
vic tim , had been in  f u ll  vie w  o f  every one 
all th e  tim e .

T h is  w as really the first o p p o rtu n ity  M e l 
lo d y  h a d  ha d to inspect th e ir p rize  since 
the y h a d  rifled it fr o m  die  T e m p le  at S h i- 
k a n o i. O n  th e ir lo n g , circuitous flig h t a fte r
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w a r d , the S iv a  had been securely crated, a n d 
th e  crate had n e ve r been opened u n til the y 
came to  D r e a m e r ’ s R est. H e  p a id  particu
la r a tte n tio n  to  th e  jew els in  the head-dress, 
the eyes, the collar o f  skulls and snakes, the 
han ds, and the n avel-ston e. T h e  lig h t was 
b e g in n in g  to  fa d e , bu t w as still sufficient fo r  
his purpose. Jo h n n y  C a rp e n  stood o n  a 
chair an d directed a flashlight in to  the snarl
in g  m o u th , w h ile  M e llo d y  lo o k e d  th ro u g h  
his lens, b u t n e ith e r lig h t n o r glass could be 
adjusted to g iv e  satisfactory results.

M e llo d y  sat d o w n  a g ain , an d in  the g a th 
e rin g  darkness stared lo n g  an d g ra ve ly at 
the S iv a , u n til he had the semblance o f  a 
second statue. In  th e  g lo o m , m a n y  strange 
th o u ghts raced th ro u g h  his b ra in . A  ra p p in g  
at the locked d o o r roused h im . H e  called 
o u t, the n  rose to  o p e n . I t  was Jo e , his use
fulness as a lo o k o u t h a v in g  been ended by 
the darkness. D ig g e r  an d L ig h t f o o t  w ere 
still at th e ir gruesom e carpentry. S om ew here 
in the kitchens M r s . L ig h t fo o t  an d L o r i n g  
w e re  busy o v e r the e ve n in g  m eal.

WI T H  the c o m in g  o f  n ig h t a fresh rest
lessness seemed to  be b o m  in  M e l 

lo d y . T h e  shu tte rj w e re  closed a n d  b o lte d , 
b u t still he w an d e re d  u p  and d o w n , in one 
ro o m  and o u t the o th e r, then pacing th ro u g h  
the halls.

L o r i n g  h a d  just be gu n  to  set th e  places 
fo r  d in n e r, w h e n  the p e n t-u p  dogs began a 
fra n tic  b a rk in g . T h is  unexpected h u lla b a lo o  
b ro u g h t everyone u p  sh o rt. E v e n  S am  came 
u p  fr o m  the cellar, p lan e  in h a n d .

“ T h e r e  m ust be som ebody o a t th e re ,”  
L o r i n g  stated, uneasily. " T h a t 's  the noise 
the y m a ke  w h e n  the y hear a strange so u n d . 
W e ’ d better set th e m  loo se .”

M e llo d y  considered. “ N o t  ye t. W a i t . I t ’ s 
d a rk  n o w . I ’ l l  slip  o u t an d see i f  I  can spot 
a n y th in g . G e t  ahead w ith  the d in n e r, L o r 
in g . S a m , keep an eye o n  that b u rg la r 
a la rm . I f  anyone touches th e  fence, it w ill  
register, b u t d o n ’ t g o  o u t u n til  I  com e back. 
Ju s t g iv e  m e th e  w h is tle , and I ’ ll k n o w .”  

" M a y b e  it’ s th e  C o lo n e l com e back ahead 
o f  t im e ,”  Sam  suggested. " H e  m a y have 
changed his m i n d .”

" Y e s , and h o w  w o u ld  he get here fr o m  
N e w  Y o r k  in  this short tim e? "

" B y  p la n e .”
M e llo d y  shook his h e a d . " T h a t ’s n o t like -
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ly , unless he came e m p ty -h a n d e d , and i f  he 
d id  th a t, it w o u ld  be better n o t to have 
come at a l l ,”  he  a d d e d , cryptically. H e  
slipped o u t the side entrance and w e n t to 
w a rd  the gates, tre a d in g  cautiously. T h e  
dogs, he a rin g h im , o r scenting his presence, 
became even m o re  incensed. F e d  o n ly  in the 
m o rn in g s , an d th e n  b u t s p a rin g ly , b y n ig h t
fa ll they w e re  in  a vicious a n d  savage state. 
N e v e r  petted o r p a m p e re d , th e y resembled 
w ild  beasts m o re  nearly th a n  household 
gu a rd ia n s, and o n ly  th e  b ig  N e g r o  seemed 
able to con trol th e m .

A f t e r  a w h ile  M e llo d y  re tu rn e d , as 
stealthily as an In d ia n . H e  re po rted n o  sign 
o f  an yo n e ’ s presence, an d said that he  had 
m ade the circuit o f  th e  w ir e  b a rrie r. T h e  
board had sounded n o  a la rm . T h e  dogs, 
nevertheless, con tin u e d th e ir fra n tic  h o w l
in g , m illin g  about in  th e ir corral.

Jo e , L o r i n g , L ig h t f o o t  an d D i g g e r  w e n t 
o u t fo r  some a d d itio n a l sco u tin g. C a rp e n  
stood u n d e r th e  p o rc h , w a tc h in g . H e  saw 
M e llo d y  an d B il l  sta n d in g  som e little  dis
tance a w a y, ta lk in g , and it occurred to  h im  
that he had n o t seen B il l  since th e  early 
m o rn in g .

W h e n  the scouting p a rty re tu rn e d , and 
the d o gs’ excitem ent snow ed n o  signs o f  
a b a tin g , M e llo d y  asked, " I f  w e  tu rn  one 
o f  the dogs loose o u tside the g a te , w ill  it 
re tu rn ? "

" I  suppose s o ,"  L o r i n g  an sw e re d, " i f  
L ig h t f o o t  is there to  h a n d le  i t  I  ha ve  n o  
c o n trol o ve r th e m . T h e y  k n o w  m e , and 
w o u ld n ’t  bite m e , b u t th a t’ s a ll. L ig h t f o o t  
is th e ir real m a ste r."

" W e l l  th e n , suppose w e tr y  it? I f  there 
is a p ro w le r ou tside , th a t sho u ld send them  
fly in g ."

" B u t  w h o  co u ld be o u t there?” L o r in g  
q u e rie d . " A  tra m p , perhaps, o r some h u n ter 
w h o ’ s lost his w a y . Suppose the d o g  b it 
som eone, o r  even k ille d  someone? T h e r e ’ d 
be tr o u b le .”

ME L L O D Y  shrugged his shoulders.
" C a ll  L ig h t f o o t  o v e r ,”  he said. " T h i s  

is p riva te  p ro p e rty , and w e ’ve a rig h t to 
protect it. T h e r e ’ s n o  excuse fo r  pro w le rs 
in an isolated spot lik e  th is , and at n ig h t.”  

So the b u rly  N e g r o  came shuffling o n to  
the scene a g a in , and le d  o u t one o f  the 
fiercest o f  the dogs o n  a leash. A s  they 
approached the gates, it became m o re  and 
m o re  u n m anageable, u n til even L i g h t f o o t ’s 
e norm ous strength was barely sufficient to 
restrain its b o u n d in g  surges ahead.

L o r i n g  was still in ignorance o f  the little 
b ro w n  m e n ’ s embassy o f  de a th, b u t M e l 
lo d y  and each o f  his m e n  ha d the d istu rb 
in g  co n victio n  that at last H a n o i  G h a n ’s 
presence was thre ate n in g th e m . T h e y  h u d 
d le d  a ro u n d  th e ir leader in  a tense g ro u p , 
ready to  d ra w  an d d e fe n d  D r e a m e r ’ s R est 
an d its stolen treasure against priestly ve n ge 
ance. T h e  claim s o f  justice a n d o w n e r
ship m eant n o th in g  to  these m e n , to w h o m  
possession was all po in ts o f  the la w .

A t  a signal fr o m  M e llo d y , L ig h t fo o t  and 
the eager d o g  approached the o u ter gate. 
L o r i n g , at a subsequent sig n al, u n lo cked 
and set in  m o tio n  th e  m echanism  that re
leased th e  b a rrie r. A s  th e  gates sw u n g  
s lo w ly o p e n , th e  N e g r o  d e ftly  slipped th e  
leash fr o m  the d o g  s spiked c o lla r, and 
w ith  an e x u lta n t y e lp  it leaped th ro u g h  the 
o p e n in g  and disappeared, b o u n d in g  aw ay 
to  the rig h t.

T h e  gate was insta n tly secured a g ain ,

AMAZING THING/
SENSATIONAL n ew  TING 

CREAM  POP

' -  PE&OLAP US£ HELP*
r e l ie v e  it c h in g - so o t h e s
BURNING BETWEEN CRACKED 

PEELIN G TOES -  .
AIDS HEALING \

’  ‘  AMAZINGLY t ;

F7RST  
u sco

/N HOSPITALS 
HOW

RELEASED  TO 
d r u g g is t s

GUARANTEED
TING MUST

[ZZSSSSI
A W EEK -O R  I TING OULU 700AV! 
MONEY BACK/ \«AMS£USS,S7Mfi£SS

|  A U . dRCASA/STSS O N LY

/N LAB TESTS 
TING CREAM
PRO VED EFFECTIVE 

Ml /CLUNG SPECIFIC  
TYPES OF 

ATHLETES FOOT 
PUNS/ ON ,

6 0  SECOND l  
CONTACT! f



44 SHORT STORIES

a n d  th e y  a ll  l is te n e d  to  th e  p o w e r fu l  b r u te ’s 
s h o r t  y e lp s  g o in g  in to  th e  d is ta n c e . I t  w as 
th e ir  o n ly  m e a n s  o f  a p p r o x im a t in g  th e  
d o g ’s c o u rs e . E v id e n tly  th e  a n im a l k n e w  
w h a t w as e x p e c te d  o f  h im , f o r  a t n o  p o in t  
h a d  h e  s h o w n  th e  s lig h te s t  s ig n  o f  h e s ita 
t io n  o r  c o n fu s io n .

F iv e  m in u te s , te n  m in u te s , p a sse d , s in c e  
th e  la s t  y e lp  h a d  c o m e  b a c k  to  th e m . T h e  
m e n  b e g a n  to  g e t  a l i t t le  u n e a sy , s ta n d in g  
in  th e  d a rk n e s s , w a it in g . T h e  w h is p e r in g  
n o is e s , th e  r u s t l in g  s ile n c e s  f r o m  th e  s u r 
r o u n d in g  w o o d s  h a d  an  u n c a n n y  q u a lity . 
T h e  o t h e r  d o g s  in  th e ir  k e n n e ls  h a d  su b 
s id e d  to  s n u fflin g  w h in e s , b u t th e y  s t ir re d  
r e s t le s s ly . J o e  w as s e n t  b a c k  to  se e  i f  th e  
a la rm -b o a rd  h a d  r e g is te re d  a n y  d is tu rb a n c e , 
e n d in g  Jo h n n y  C a r p e n 's  d a w n in g  h o p e  th a t 
th is  m ig h t  b e  a  g o o d  c h a n c e  to  g e t  b u sy  
w ith  h is  w ir e -n ip p e r s  a n d  e sc a p e  w h ile  th e  
d o g s  w e r e  p e n n e d  u p .

* I t ’s s tr a n g e  w e  d o n ’t h e a r  th e  d o g  any 
m o r e ,” L o r in g  m u m b le d .

" P e r h a p s  h e  m a d e  a  b o l t  o f  it , o n c e  h e  
w as le t  o u t , ’’ M e l lo d y  s u g g e s te d .

" I  d o n ’t th in k  s o . I f  th e r e  w as an y  o n e  
lu r k in g  o u t th e r e , h e ’d c e r ta in ly  g o  fo r  
th e m . T h a t ’s w h a t th e y ’r e  t r a in e d  f o r .  P e r 
h a p s  th ey  h e a rd  h i s  b a r k in g  a n d  ra n , an d  
h e  ra n  a f te r  th e m . W e  s h o u ld  n o t  h a v e  
d o n e  th is , M r . M e llo d y . T h o s e  d o g s  a re  
to o  p o w e r fu l. T h e y  c o u ld  te a r  y o u r th r o a t  
o u t , i f  th e y  g o t  y o u  o n  th e  g r o u n d .’’

g o t  h u r t  in  th is  in s ta n c e , L o r in g . Y o u ’d 
b e t te r  h a v e  L ig h t f o o t  so u n d  th e  r e c a l l . "

T h e  N e g r o  re c e iv e d  h is  o r d e r  fr o m  th e  
b u t le r .  L ig h t f o o t ’s  in f irm ity  m a d e  i t  im 
p o s s ib le  f o r  h im  t o  w h is t le , b u t  h e  c la p p e d  
h is  h a n d  o v e r  h is  m o u th  a n d  e m it te d  w e ird
so u n d s  o n  th e  o r d e r  o f  th e  In d ia n  w a r- 
w h o o p .

T h e s e  s h r i l l  b la s ts  h a d  g r e a t  c a r r y 
in g  p o w e r . T h r e e  t im e s  L ig h t f o o t  g a v e  h is  
w e ird  cry , b u t  th e  so u n d  d ie d  aw ay  w ith o u t 
a n y  a n s w e r in g  y e lp  o r  b a y  fr o m  th e  d a rk  
d n d e  o f  th e  P o tte r m a x  w o o d s . T h e  p e n n e d - 
u p  d o g s  w h im p e re d .

" I t  m ay  b e  h e ’s c h a s in g  s o m e b o d y  d o w n  
th e  h i l l ? "

” l f  h e  w e re , h e ’d  b e  y e lp in g . H e ’d h e a r  
o u r  c a l l ,  a n d  w e  c o u ld  h e a r  h im , t o o ,"

F iv e  m o r e  m in u te s  w e n t b y  in  s ile n c e , 
w ith o u t  a  c lu e  to  th e  d o g ’s fa te .  L ig h t fo o t  
l e t  g o  w ith  h is  s h r i l l  c a l ls  a t  in te r v a ls . A s  
th e  m in u te s  p a sse d , M e l lo d y  g r e w  m o re  
th o u g h tf u l .  " W e l l ,  i t  lo o k s  l ik e  h e ’s g o n e  
f o r  g o o d ,” h e  s a id , at la s t .  " L e t ’s g e t  b a c k  
to  th e  h o u s e . I f  th e  a n im a l re tu r n s  w e 'l l  
h e a r  h im  a t th e  g a t e .”

L o r in g  se e m e d  q u ite  n e rv o u s  a n d  p e r 
tu rb e d  o v e r  th e  in c id e n t . " I  d o n ’t l ik e  th is  
a t  a l l , ” h e  s a id . " W e ’d b e t te r  h a v e  th e  
o th e r  d o g s  tu rn e d  lo o s e  a t  o n c e .”

M e llo d y  n o d d e d , a n d  th e y  tra m p e d  b a c k  
to  th e  h o u s e  in  s i le n c e , w h ile  L ig h t f o o t  
w e n t o v e r  to  th e  c o r r a l .  In  d u e  c o u rs e  
L o r in g  a p p e a re d  w ith  th e  f irs t  p o r t io n  o f  
th e ir  d in n e r .

" S i t  d o w n  a n d  e a t  w ith  us to n ig h t , L o r 
i n g ,” M e l lo d y  in v ite d .

" I ’m  so rry , s ir ,  b u t— ”
" N o  b u ts , L o r in g . S i t  d o w n ! I ’m  ta k in g  

o v e r  c o m m a n d  o f  th is  p la c e  u n t il  P o tte r m a x  
r e tu r n s . I  w a n t y o u  to  e a t  w ith  u s. T h a t ’s 
a n  o r d e r .”

M e llo d y ’s iro n  in te n t  w as p la in  in  h is  
to n e . A f t e r  a  m o m e n t  o f  c o n fu s e d  h e s ita 
t io n , L o r in g  b o w e d  c o ld ly  a n d  s e t  o u t  a 
p la c e  f o r  h im s e l f  a t  M e l lo d y ’s r ig h t  h a n d , 
as in d ic a te d . T h e n  h e  serv e d  th e  f ir s t  c o u rse  
o f  th e  e v e n in g  m e a l.

T h e  d in n e r  p a ssed  o f f  m o r e  p le a s a n tly  
th a n  i t  h a d  b e g u n . M e l lo d y  k e p t  u p  a  flow  
o f  a n e c d o te  a n d  r e m in is c e n c e  o f  h is  v a r io u s  
s o jo u r n s  in  th e  O r ie n t ,  to  w h ic h  L o r in g  
l is te n e d  a t te n tiv e ly , i f  s i le n t ly . T h e  o th e r s  
s a id  l i t t le ,  b u t  o c c u p ie d  th e m s e lv e s  w ith  
th e ir  fo o d . L ig h t f o o t  c a r r ie d  in  th e  v a r io u s  
d is h e s , a n d  L o r in g  s e rv e d  th e m .

W h e n  th e y  h a d  fin is h e d , L o r in g  b r o u g h t 
o n  th e  fa m il ia r  tra y  o f  d e c a n te r s  an d  
g la s s e s . " R e m e m b e r ,  L o r in g , o n ly  o n e  
ro u n d  o f  d r in k s  to n ig h t ,  b u t  y o u  c a n  m a k e  
i t  a  l ib e r a l  o n e .”

T h e  b u t le r  n o d d e d , p a s s in g  a ro u n d  th e  
g la s s e s  a n d  s ta r t in g  th e  d e c a n te r s  o n  th e ir  
w ay . O n  a  s ig n a l f r o m  th e ir  le a d e r  th e y  
w a ite d  u n t il  a l l  h a d  b e e n  s u p p lie d  a n d  L o r 
in g  h a d  re s u m e d  h is  c h a ir .  H e  p o u re d  a 
s m a ll  p o r t io n  fo r  h im s e l f ,  a  d im in u tiv e  
g la s s  w ith  a  s c a n t  tw o  f in g e r s  o f  th e  sm o k y  
S c o tc h  th a t  h a d  fo r m e r ly  p ro v e d  so  a l lu r in g  
to  D ig g e r ’s a c c u m u la te d  th ir s t .

W i t h  a  s w if t  m o v e m e n t, M e llo d y  
e x c h a n g e d  h is  g la s s  f o r  th a t  o f  th e
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b u tle r . L o r in g  w a s  a s to u n d e d  a t th e  a c t io n , 
M e l lo d y 's  m e n  b u t  l i t t l e  le s s  so .

" D r i n k  i t ,  L o r i n g ,” M e l lo d y  c o m m a n d e d . 
" W e ’r e  g o in g  to  w a tc h  y o u  s w a llo w  th a t  
b e fo r e  w e  to u c h  a  d ro p . T h i s  m a y  b e  v ery  
g o o d  l iq u o r , as i t  a p p e a rs , o r  i t  m a y  b e  
se a so n e d  w ith  a  fe w  d ro p s  f r o m  th a t  b o t 
t le  you  b r o u g h t  aw ay  f r o m  th e  d r u g g is t ’s 
th is  a f t e r n o o n !”

A n  in te n s e  s i le n c e  fo llo w e d  th e s e  r e 
m a rk s . M e llo d y  w a s  g r im  a n d  u n s m ilin g . 
H is  m e n ’s ey es  fo c u s e d  o n  th e  b u t le r  an d  
th e  g la s s  b e f o r e  h im . C a r p e n  saw  D ig g e r ’s 
e v e r  re a d y  h a n d  s te a lin g  to w a rd  h is  c o a t 
la p e ls . L o r in g ’s f a c e  p a le d , th e n  flu s h e d , 
th e n  g r e w  p a le r  th a n  b e f o r e .  " T h i s  is  an  
o u tra g e , M r . M e l lo d y ,” h e  c r ie d , "y o u  m u st 
b e  m a d !”

" D r i n k  it , d a m n  y o u !” M e l lo d y  th u n 
d e re d .

T h e  b u t le r ’s d is te n d e d  ey es saw  n o th in g  
b u t  th e  c i r c le  o f  th r e a te n in g  fa c e s  w a tc h 
in g  h im ; th a t , a n d  D ig g e r ’s h a n d  s lip p in g  
a lo n g . H e  s e iz e d  th e  g la s s , to o k  sev era l 
h e r o ic  g u lp s  w h ic h  n e a r ly  s tr a n g le d  h im , 
a n d  e m p tie d  a g o b le t  o f  w a te r  a s  a  c h a s e r .

" A n d  n o w , L o r in g , y o u ’d b e t t e r  t e l l  us 
th e  tr u th  a b o u t C o lo n e l  P o tte r m a x ! Y o u ’v e  
b e e n  ly in g  to  u s  lo n g  e n o u g h — n o w  y o u r 
l ie s  h a v e  c a u g h t  u p  w ith  y o u !”

V I

LO R I N G  s ta re d , w h ite - fa c e d  a n d  w id e - 
e y ed , a t h is  a c c u se r . B e a d s  o f  sw e a t 

b r o k e  o u t  o n  h is  fo r e h e a d  a n d  c h in . S lo w ly  
h is  h e a d  tu rn e d  f r o m  l e f t  to  r ig h t , b u t  o n  
a l l  s id e s  h e  m e t  th e  s a m e  o m in o u s  s ile n c e  
a n d  p it ile s s  s ta re s . E v e n  J o h n n y  C a r p e n  
lo o k e d  a t h im  w ith o u t  p ity  a f te r  M e l lo d y ’s 
c h a r g e  o f  a tte m p te d  p o is o n in g .

T h e  b u t le r  p a ssed  h is  n a p k in  o v e r  h is  
m o is t  fa c e .  T h e  p o te n c y  o f  th e  l iq u o r  w as 
w h ip p in g  h is  f a c e  w ith  c o lo r ,  a n d  m a k in g  
h is  s a llo w  s k in  g l is te n . " Y o u r  id e a  o f  a  
jo k e ,  M r .  M e l lo d y ,” h e  q u a v e r e d , “ is  a  l i t 
t le  u p s e tt in g . I ’m  n o t  u se d  to  s u c h  ro u g h  
h u m o r .”

F o r  a n s w e r  th e  g r im  a d v e n tu r e r  d re w  
a  fo ld e d  s lip  o f  p a p e r  f r o m  h is  p o c k e t . 
W it h o u t  u n fo ld in g  i t ,  h e  to sse d  i t  o v e r  to  
L o r in g ’s p la c e . " Y o u  l e f t  h e r e  a t  1 1 : 1 7  
th is  m o r n in g ,” h e  r e p lie d . " O n  th a t  p a p e r  
y o u  w i l l  f in d  a  l is t  o f  a l l  y o u r  s to p s , w ith

th e  tim e . Y o u  d id  n o t  te le p h o n e  a n y w h e re , 
y o u  s e n t  n o  w ire s , y o u  h e ld  n o  p r iv a te  c o n 
v e r s a tio n s . Y o u  d id  n o t  s to p  a t  th e  c e n tr a l  
te le p h o n e  o f fic e  a t  a l l .  Y o u  w e r e  w a tch e d  
e v e ry  f o o t  o f  th e  w ay . E v e ry  m o v e  you  m a d e  
w a s  m a rk e d  d o w n .”

" I t ’s a  l ie ,  a  t r i c k , "  th e  b u t le r  s c re a m e d , 
le a p in g  to  h is  fe e t .

M e llo d y  p u sh e d  h im  b a c k  in to  h is  c h a ir . 
" R e a d  th e  l i s t , ” h e  sa id  s te r n ly . B u t  L o r in g  
m a d e  n o  m o v e  to  to u c h  th e  fo ld e d  p a p e r .

" B i l l ,  t e l l  th e  o th e r s  y o u r p a r t  o f  th e
s to r y .”

B i l l  k e p t  h is  e y e  s te a d ily  o n  th e  b u t le r . 
" I  w e n t to  th e  g a r a g e  b e fo r e  L o r in g  s ta rte d . 
I  h id  in  th e  b a c k  p a r t  o f  t h e  s ta tio n  c a r , 
b e tw e e n  th e  se a ts , a n d  c o v e r e d  m y s e lf  w ith  
a  b la n k e t  th a t  w a s  th e r e . H e  n e v e r  lo o k e d  
in  th e  b a c k , b u t  g o t  in  a n d  d ro v e  o ff , a f te r  
M e l lo d y  h a d  f in ish e d  ta lk in g  to  h im . A t  
th e  f ir s t  s to p  in  th e  c ity  I  g o t  o u t , h ire d  a 
ta x i ,  a n d  tr a i le d  h im  in  th a t . L o r in g  w as 
n e v e r  o u t o f  m y  s ig h t— n o t  f o r  o n e  m in u te . 
H e  d id n 't  g o  n e a r  a  te le p h o n e . H e  d id n 't  
m e e t  a n y o n e . H e  ju s t  b o u g h t  th in g s  in  th e  
s to r e s , as I  w r o te  d o w n  o n  th e  l is t .  I  f o l 
lo w e d  h im  a b o u t h a l f  w a y  o n  th e  ro a d  b a ck . 
W h e n  i t  g o t  d a r k  I  w a lk e d  u p  th r o u g h  th e  
w o o d s .”

M e llo d y  n o d d e d . " N i c e  w o rk , B i l l . ” H e  
a d d resse d  th e  o th e r s . " W h e n  th e  d o g s  h e a rd  
B i l l  c o m in g  th e y  s ta r te d  th a t  ra c k e t, so  I 
s lip p e d  o u t a lo n e  a n d  o p e n e d  th e  g a te . Y o u  
c a n  see , L o r in g , th e r e  s n o  u s e  tr y in g  to  
b lu f f  u s a b o u t th is . W e ’v e  g o t  th e  g o o d s  o n  
y o u .”

T h e  b u t le r  w as s ta r in g  a t  t h e  fo ld e d  p a p e r  
as th o u g h  i t  w e r e  a  d e a th  w a r ra n t.

M e l lo d y ’s v o ic e  b e c a m e  su a v e , p e rsu a s iv e . 
" N o w , L o r in g , te l l  us— w h e r e  is C o lo n e l  
P o tte r m a x ?  C o m e  o n , th e r e ’s n o  u s e  lo o k in g  
a t C a r p e n . Y o u  w o u ld n ’t  h e lp  h im  a n d  h e 's  
n o t  g o in g  to  h e lp  y o u .”

" I  d o n ’t  k n o w !” L o r in g ’s  v o ic e  c a m e  w ith  
a g a sp .

M e l lo d y  flu n g  u p  h is  h a n d . " L o r in g ,  
th in k  a  m o m e n t. Y o u  d o n ’t  r e a liz e  w h a t 
y o u ’r e  f a c in g .  T h i s  is  n o  d r a w in g  ro o m  
c o m e d y . Y o u ’r e  d e a l in g  w ith  a  to u g h  c re w . 
W e ’v e  h a d  to  k i l l  a  d o z e n  t im e s  to  b r in g  
th a t  id o l th r o u g h  s a fe ly , a n d  i f  n e cessa ry , 
w e ’l l  k i l l  a g a in . W e 'v e  r is k e d  o u r n e c k s  a 
h u n d r e d  t im e s  o n  th is  jo b ,  w e ’v e  lo s t  fo u r  
o f  o u r  m e n , a n d  w e 'r e  g o in g  to  g e t  a  sq u a re
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deal fr o m  the C o lo n e l i f  it’ s the last th in g  
we d o . So be c a re fu l, L o r i n g , an d th in k  
h a rd , o r  y o u 'll  fin d  yo u rse lf w ith  the tw o  
upstairs.”

ME L L O D Y  paused to  lig h t a cigarette, 
then rose and w e n t to  the statue o f  

S iv a . F r o m  b e hin d its base he b ro u g h t three 
th in g s , and ranged th e m  b e fo re  h im  o n  the 
table— a th in  strip o f  b a m b o o , a sm all pair 
o f  pliers and a ro u g h  w o o d  file. H e  stared 
at the b u tler abstractly, as th o u g h  he w ere 
p u rsu in g some im personal p ro b le m . T m  
g o in g  to ask yo u  some questions, L o r i n g . 
I f  y o u ’ve  any sense at a ll, y o u ’ll g iv e  us the 
tru th  because, a little  late r, w e ’ ll be asking 
yo u  the same questions, b u t the circum 
stances w ill  be som ew hat d iffe re n t, and i f  
the tw o  sets o f  answers d o n 't  agree— G o d  
he lp you!

" T h e r e ’ s som e thin g p ho n e y g o in g  o n  
a rou n d here, and w e  w a n t it cleared u p . 
W e ’ve  played o u r pa rt o n  th e  le v e l, and 
w e ’ ll see to  it that e ve rybo d y else plays 
the same w a y . Y o u ’ ve  been the C o lo n e l’s 
m a n , so it was y o u r d u ty  to  lo o k  a fte r his 
interests, b u t n o w  y o u ’ re o u r p riso n e r, and 
yo u r pro b le m  w ill  be to save y o u r o w n  
skin . D i d  yo u  e ver hear o f  th e  bastinado, 
L o r in g ? ”

I d l y , M e llo d y  picked u p  th e  sp lit ba m 
bo o . " I t ’ s an o ld  O r ie n ta l custom . I 'v e  o b 
served it on m y  travels. Y o u  take a bam boo 
la th , lik e  th is , and strike the bare soles o f  
the vic tim 's  feet. N o t  h a rd , L o r i n g , n o t 
hard at a ll. Q u it e  g e n tly— thu s. B u t  it con
tinues. A  s k illfu l o pe ra to r can k ill  his m an 
a fte r some hours o r this to rtu re . Y o u r  feet 
are p ro ba bly nice and s o ft, L o r i n g , an d as 
I ’ d be o n ly  a clum sy am ateur, w e ’ d p ro b a b ly 
botch the jo b . A f t e r  a little  w h ile  the feet 
that w ere like  th is ,”  and M e llo d y  pressed his 
hands flat a lo n g  the table, "a re  lik e  th is ,”  
slo w ly closing his hands in to  fists. " N a t 
u ra lly , the vic tim  m akes a great deal o f  
noise w h ile  this is g o in g  o n , b u t th a t’ s all 
rig h t w hen  y o u ’re in  a lon e ly place like  
D re a m e r's  R e s t.”

T h e  b u tle r stared and stared as i f  he 
c o u ld n ’ t believe his ears. T w o  drops o f  
sweat splashed fr o m  his c h in . H i s  eyes, 
venom ous w ith  hatred and fe a r, w atched 
M e llo d y .

" A n o t h e r  m e th o d  gre a tly in  fa v o r w ith

♦6

O r ie n ta l secret in q u irie s ,”  the relentless 
voice w e n t o n , "is  to  ask a qu e stio n , then 
take h o ld  o f  a finger- o r  toe-n ail w ith  p in 
cers— just lik e  these— and p u ll it o u t b y 
the roots, s lo w ly . Y o u ’ve n o  idea h o w  ha rd 
it is to  tear loose the c o n fo u n d e d  th in g s . 
I ’ ve w atched th a t b e in g  d o n e , to o , L o r i n g . 
I t  takes a steady p u ll a n d the n  a tw is t, like  
t h is !”  M e llo d y  dem onstrated in the a ir, and 
a d d e d , " Its  great m e rit is that yo u  usually 
get a tr u th fu l answ er, an d a dam n ed qu ic k 
o n e . Y o u  see, y o u ’ ve  g o t n in e  chances le ft 
to  check u p  o n  a lie , a lth o u g h  som etim es, 
u n fo rtu n a te ly , th e  suspect is unable to  an
sw er m o re  than  once o r tw ice . .

" I n  certain parts o f  th e  O r ie n t  they h o ld  
that d ra w in g  a ro u g h  file o v e r the teeth is 
a splen did inducem ent to  speech. A  trifle 
cru de , perhaps, b u t usefu l i f  y o u ’ re in  a 
h u r r y . I ’ ll  a d m it that y o u ’v e  g o t us blocked 
there, L o r i n g , fo r  I  see n o w  that y o u 'v e  
b o u g h t y o u r present te e th. S till , yo u  can 
im agin e  w h a t it feels lik e !"

ME L L O D Y  g a ve  his e xp lo s ive , cackling 
la u g h , th r o w in g  the file o n  the flo o r. 

A t  the d a tte r  the b u tle r collapsed in  h ii  
ch a ir, g a sp in g , greenish o v e r this grisly 
r e d ta l. H i s  b o d y shook in  a sudden retching 
as the sweat o n  his face tu rn e d  icy co ld. 
Jo e  g ra ve ly h e ld  a n a p k in  to  L b r in g 's  m o u th  
w h ile  the spasm lasted.

J o h n n y  loo k e d  d o s e ly  at th e  sneering 
a d ve n tu re r, un ab le  to  cre dit h im  w ith  the 
serious in te n tio n  o f  p u ttin g  these tortures 
in to  practice w ith  this w e ak o ld  m a n , but 
one lo o k  at M e llo d y ’ s b la zin g  eyes m ade 
h im  re alize  th a t this w as n o t an e m p ty 
threat.

M e llo d y  sm iled d o w n  sardonically. 
" Y o u 'r e  w e a k , and s o ft, and flab by, L o r in g . 
I  d o n ’ t  th in k  y o u ’ve  g o t the gu ts to  take 
i t  Y o u ’ll  h o w l lik e  h e ll fr o m  th e  s ta rt 
W e l l ,  w e shall see!”  H e  p u ffe d  calm ly o n  
his cigarette fo r  a fe w  m o m e n ts. A b s o lu te  
silence re ig n e d . " N o w  th a t w e  understand 
each o th e r, le t’ s be gin  a g a in . W here is 
Colonel Pottermax?"

L o r i n g  struggled to  sit u p  straight an d 
an sw er, b u t it was to o  m uch fo r  h im . H i s  
voice cracked and he g a ve  a h o llo w  g ro a n . 
M e llo d y  h e ld th e  glass to  his lips and m ade 
h im  sw allo w  the rest o f  th e  w h is k e y. T h e n  
he derisively straightened the^ m a n ’s blade
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tie. " N o w !  N o  m o re  sta llin g . O u t  w ith  it!"
'T  d o n ’ t k n o w . H e  w e n t a w a y. I  d o n ’ t 

k n o w  w here he is .”  L o r i n g ’ s hands w ere 
clenched and sh a kin g .

" Is  he h id in g  a n yw he re  in this house, or 
in the gro u n d s? "

" N o .  H e  w e n t a w a y .”
" Is  he in N e w  Y o r k ? "
" I  d o n ’ t k n o w .”
" D o  you still m a in ta in  there is n o  w ay 

by w hich yo u  can get in  touch w ith  h im ? "
" Y e s .”
M e llo d y  fr o w n e d . T h e  sweat b ro k e  out 

again o n  the b u tle r’ s face.
" W h e n  d id  he leave here?”
" F o u r  days a g o .”
" B u t  w h a t d id  h e  say? W h a t  excuse d id  

he g iv e  you? O u r  w ire  was here before 
th a t.”

" N o n e . T h a t ’ s n o t the C o lo n e l’ s w a y . 
H e  just w e n t a w a y. H e  does tilings like  th a t. 
O f t e n . Ecce n tric , sir. H e  gave m e the letter 
to h a n d yo u  w h e n  yo u  sho u ld a r riv e .”

" T h e n  th e  C o lo n e l really w ro te  that let
ter? Y o u  d id n ’ t fo rg e  it y o u rse lf? "

" O h ,  n o , s ir.”
" T h a t ’ s fin e , L o r i n g . R e m e m b e r w'hat I ’ ve 

just to ld y o u . I f  y o u ’ re still try in g  to lie  to 
u s, y o u 'v e  g o t a d a m n  sight less brains than 
I  g iv e  yo u  credit fo r . T h e  C o lo n e l w ro te  
the letter. T h e  letter asks us to  meet h im  at 
a certain hotel in  N e w  Y o r k .  T h a t  im plies 
the C o lo n e l is w a itin g  there fo r  us rig h t this 
m in u te . D o  yo u  t h in k  he is, L o r i n g ? ”

T h e  b u tler d id  n o t answ er.
" I f  you th in k  he is, L o r i n g , I ’l l  send a 

m an d o w n  to  the city to  te le pho n e . I f  h e ’ s 
n o t th e re , w e ’l l  take it o u t o f  y o u r h id e . 
O r ,  i f  y o u ’ re sure h e ’ s n o t in  N e w  Y o r k ,  
te ll us the reason w h y  y o u ’ re sure. R e m e m 
ber, yo u  d id  not ’ p h o n e  an yw here to day. 
Y o u  can’ t get a ro u n d  th a t w ith o u t an e x 
p la n a tio n .”

L o r i n g  h u n g  his h e a d . “ I — w ro te — the—  
le tte r,”  he confessed.

ME L L O D Y  paused, and his fingers 
played id ly  bu t suggestively o ve r the 

b a m b o o  a n d pincers. H i s  m e n  sat stolid as 
carved statues.

" W e l l ,  I  b e g in  to  see th ro u g h  th e  f o g ,”  
M e llo d y  resum ed. " T h e r e  is a scheme. W e  
w ere supposed to  fa ll  f o r  it b y d ro p p in g  
the Siva here and ru n n in g  o ff  to  N e w  Y o r k

to  a fa k e  re n de zvo u s to  get o u r m o n e y. 
T h a t  m uch is p la in . B u t  a fte r that— w hat? 
D i d  P o tte rm a x  th in k  w e ’ d take it ly in g  
do w n ? D i d  he th in k  his barbecf w ire  fence* 
and pack o f  ho u n d s co u ld  cheat D a n ie l J .  
M e llo d y  o u t o f  his rights? H a , that w o u ld  
be a fo o lis h  n o tio n ! T h e r e ’ s som ething here, 
so m e thin g m o re  than meets the eye. Perhaps 
the C o lo n e l is in  h id in g  in  this house. 
M a y b e  h e ’s liste n in g  to us this m in u te .”  
M e llo d y  burst in to  staccato la u g h te r, slap
p in g  his th ig h . " I ’m  b e g in n in g  to  enjoy this. 
I  m u st m eet the C o lo n e l, L o r i n g . I  insist. 
A n d  y o u ’ re g o in g  to  lead m e to  h im — • 
y o u ’ re surely g o in g  to  lead m e to  h i m .”

M e llo d y  pon dered a fe w  m o m e n ts. " L o r 
in g , I 'm  g o in g  to  be e n tire ly fra n k  w-ith 
y o u . I ’ m  g o in g  to  d o  m y  th in k in g  out lo u d , 
as it w ere. L w a n t  yo u  to  understand our 
po sitio n . H e r e  w e  are w ith  this blasted 
id o l o n  o u r ha n ds. A l l  o u r p ro fit is in th a t. 
W e ’v e  spent practically every d o lla r the 
C o lo n e l advanced to  get it here. W e 'v e  
ga m ble d o u r lives against this p ro fit.

" A s  it stands the S iva  is w o rth  n o th in g  
to  us. W e  can’ t g o  o u t and pedd le  it. W e  
could pack it u p  and g o  a w a y, bu t it w o u ld  
be about as usefu l as ca rryin g  a m illston e  
a ro u n d . T h e  altern ative is to  sit here and 
a w a it the C o lo n e l’ s g o o d  pleasure. A f t e r  
a ll, tliis is his house, packed fu ll  o f  valuable 
th in g s , and he can’ t stay aw ay fo re ve r. B u t 
w e  d o n ’t lik e  this place. W e ’ve ha d n o th in g  
b u t dam n ed bad luck ever since w e came 
here.

" P o tte rm a x  m u st have some tric k in 
m in d , a lth o u g h  I  can ’t  q u ite  see w h y  a m an 
sho u ld agree o n  a price fo r  so m e th in g , ad
vance fifte e n  thousand dollars fo r  expenses, 
en tirely w ith o u t security, a n d  then repudiate 
th e  rest o f  the b a rg a in . T h e r e  is n o  w a y in 
in  the w o r ld  e ither he o r  I  co u ld get back 
tha t fifte e n  g ra n d . T h a t ’ s g o n e  fo r  g o o d . 
N o w  I ’ve  d o n e  a ll m y  ta lk in g , L o r i n g . I t ’s 
y o u r tu r n . D o  yo u  believe the C o lo n e l has 
any in te n tio n  o f  p a y in g  us f o r  the Siva?”

" I  am sure he intends to  keep his con
tract, M r .  M e llo d y . Y o u  p u t a w ro n g  in 
terpre tatio n  o n  his absence.”

" I f  I  h a ve , w h y  has he  ru n  out o n  us? 
C a n ’ t he raise the m o n e y just now ? I f  he 
can’t , w h y  doesn’ t he p u t the case b e fo re  
us, m an to  m a n , and see w h a t can be done 
about it? O r  is he tr y in g  to  needle us, so
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th a t w e 'll take, say, h a lf  th a t fig u re , and 
call it square?"

"P e rh a p s  th a t’ s it , s ir .”  L o r i n g  hesitated. 
" I  really can’ t say. T h e  C o lo n e l never con
fides his financial m atters to  m e . H e 's  a 
ve ry erratic m a n . H e  o fte n  goes aw ay like 
this, and w e  th in k  n o th in g  o f  it. H e ’s not 
a m a n  yo u  can question that w a y . T h a t ’s 
w h y  I  w rote the lette r, and then lied about 
the call to  N e w  Y o r k .  I t  was sim p ly to  keep 
yo u  fro m  g e ttin g  restless o v e r the C o lo n e l’ s 
absence. I  th o u g h t he w o u ld  surely be back 
w ith in  the tim e  m e n tio n e d  an d then every
th in g  w o u ld  be all r ig h t.”

" I  see. K e e p  peace at any price. P o tte rm a x  
m ust fin d yo u  a ve ry  useful pe rso n , L o r i n g . 
B y  the w a y , just w h a t was it yo u  b o u g h t at 
th e  prescription counter in  the drugstore?"

"S o m e  m edicine fo r  m y catarrh. I ’ l l  show  
yo u  the b o ttle .”

" N o ,  n o , sit d o w n . W e ’ ll lo o k  at that 
late r. C a ta rrh , eh? H a v e  yo u  a bad case 
o f  it?”

" Y e s , sir. I ’v e  had it  fo r  years. I  have 
a special prescription o n  file  th e re ."

" Y o u  certainly h a ve , L o r i n g , a n d  i f  yo u  
take that stuff y o u ’ll  n e ve r be bothered any 
m o re  b y y o u r ca tarrh !”

“ W h y , w h a t d o  yo u  m ean?”

ME L L O D Y  b o u n d e d  o u t o f  his chair 
and to w ere d o v e r the shaking b u tle r. 

H e  thru st an accusing fin g e r at h im . “ T h e  
bottle you g o t h a d  a skull-and-crossbones 
lab el, th a t’ s w h a t I  m ean! Y o u  h a d  to  sign 
fo r  it, because it was poison! I  th in k  y o u ’ve  
been u n lo a d in g  anoti /  pack o f  lies o n  m e ,"  
he  g ro w le d . " T r y i n g  flim -fla m  D a n ie l J .  
M e llo d y  tw ice in  one day! W e ’ ll  see about 
th a t. Joe! B il l !  T i e  lim  in th a t c h a ir!”  

L o r i n g  yelped a n d tried to  d o d g e , but 
h b  resistance was w orse than  fu tile  against 
th e  com bined strength o f  the tw o  g u n m e n . 
Jo e  h e ld the s q u irm in g  vic tim  d o w n  w h ile  
B il l  tied each arm  to  the chair an d fastened 
a ru n n in g  noose arou n d h b  neck, the o th e r 
e nd o f  the rope b e in g  tied to  the back ru n g  
o f  the chair.

Jo h n n y  C a rp e n  was the o n ly  one le ft 
sittin g at the table. U n c o m fo rta b le  and o n - 
certain as to  h b  p a rt in t h b  c r b b , he saw 
th a t D ig g e r 's  eye was o n  h im , w ith  a chal
le n g in g  sm ile o n  h b  lip s. M e llo d y  stood 
b y a ll the w h ile , s o u n d in g  that explosive
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chuckle that had so little  m irth  in  it. 'T a k e  
o ff  h b  shoes a n d  socks," he o rd e re d , and 
h b  henchm en d id  his b id d in g , w h ile  L o r i n g  
p u t u p  such resistance as he c o u ld . W h e n  
it was o ve r [he e ld e rly m a n  was p a n tin g , 
and h b  efforts had so tig h te n e d  the noose 
a rou n d h b  neck that he d re w  gasping 
breaths. A t  a sign fr o m  M e llo d y , Jo e  eased 
the k n o t. M e llo d y  g e n tly balanced the b a m 
boo rod in o n e  ha n d a n d  the pincers in the 
o th e r. S tark fear loo ke d o u t o f  the b u tle r’ s 
eyes,

" T h e r e 's  n o  use staring at m e lik e  a 
trapped ra b b it, L o r i n g . Y o u  had yo u r chance 
to  com e clean, b u t yo u  w o u ld n ’t  p la y b a ll. 
N o w  y o u ’ ll pa y fo r  it. W e ’ re not g o in g  to 
k ill  y o u , because w e  d o n ’t  w a n t a m u rd e r 
charge h a n g in g  o ve r us in  t h b  c o u n try. 
W e ’ re n o t g o in g  to  lo o t this place, e ither, 
and be h u n te d  d o w n  fo r  thieves. B u t before 
w e ’ ve  fin b h e d  y o u ’ ll be w b h in g  yo u  uvre 
dead and o u t o f  o u r reach. W e ’ve  g o t to  g o  
back to  the ve ry b e g in n in g  and start lo o k in g  
at e ve ryth in g  fr o m  a fresh a n g le . Y o u  w o n ’t 
fin d  it v e ry  a m u s in g , L o r i n g . I ’ l l  g iv e  you 
five  m inutes to  m editate o n  yo u r sins o r  to 
th in k  u p  m o re  lies. I t  w o n 't  m a ke  m uch 
difference e ither w a y .”

HE  D R E W  th e  chair to  o n e  side and 
set u p  a fo ld in g  screen arou n d the 

p r b o n e r . T h e n  he h u rrie d  fr o m  the ro o m , 
and w h e n  he returned he was le a d in g  M r s . 
L ig h t f o o t , h b  g r ip  firm  o n  h e r a rm . T h e r e  
was a startled b u za  at sight o f  h e r, fo r  
M e llo d y ’s m e n  had h a d  n o  in k lin g  that 
there was a w o m a n  at D r e a m e r ’ s R e st.

" Q u i e t ! "  M e llo d y  c o m m a n d e d , " a n d  
d o n ’ t  m a ke  any m oves to  get h e r suspicious. 
T h b  is L ig h t f o o t ’ s w ife . S h e ’ s th e  cook here, 
a n d  she’ s d e a f a n d  d u m b .” T h e  w o m a n  
stood g ra c e fu lly erect, the beauty o f  her 
figure m a rre d  o n ly  by the d u ll, vacant e x
pression o f  her face. She d id  n o t even 
glance at the screen th a t h id  L o r i n g ’ s chair.

M e llo d y  to o k  fr o m  h b  pocket th e  to rn - 
o u t page g iv in g  the m a n ua l alph ab et fo r  
de a f-m u te s. H e  sat d o w n  and p ro p p e d  it 
be fo re  h im  o n  the table. S lo w ly  and a w k 
w a rd ly  he m ade the letter m o ve m e n ts, as 
illu stra te d. W h e n  he h a d  com pleted the 
sentence he lo o ke d e xpectan tly at the 
w o m a n . She looked back at h im  as b la n k ly  
as a  c o w . P a in s ta k in g ly he repeated the m a n 
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ual letters. T h e  w o m a n  m ade u n co u th noises 
in her tho at and h e r arms flailed e rratically.

"S h e 's  g o o fy ,"  D ig g e r  re m arke d. " Y o u ’ ll 
get n o th in g  o u t o f  h e r .”

M e llo d y  g re w  irrita te d , bu t lie tried 
again w ith  the sign m a n ua l fo r  one h a n d . 
T h a t  w o rk e d  n o  better th a n  the o th e r. M r s . 
L ig h t fo o t  con tin u e d to  m a ke  her strangled 
noises. H e r  questioner cursed her stu pid ity 
a loud and m ade a n g ry gestures. F in a lly  he 
gave it u p . " H e r e , S a m ,”  h e  snarled, " try  
yo u r luck o n  this d u m m y . T h e re 's  the a lp h a 
bet. A s k  her w h a t day P o tte rm a x  le ft 
h e re .”

W h ile  Sam  w o rk e d  this o u t, M e llo d y  
strode u p  and d o w n  im p a tie n tly . H e  h ooked 
his fo o t in the corner o f  the screen an d 
b ro u g h t it crashing d o w n , disclosing th e ir 
prisoner. M r s . L ig h t f o o t  cow ered back, 
w h im p e rin g . A t  the same m o m e n t M e llo d y  
stepped b e h in d  h e r and fired his g u n  at the 
flo o r. T h e  bu lle t ricocheted w ild ly  an d O c - 
toria L ig h t f o o t , the d e a f-m u te , let o u t a 
startled scream that was a lo n g  w a y  rem oved 
fr o m  th e  fo rm e r u n co u th w h im p e rs .

ME L L O D Y  c o n fro n te d  h e r w ith  gliste n 
in g  eyes. " A n o t h e r  fa k e , eh? M a k in g  

m onkeys o u t o f  u s, sittin g there w ig w a g g in g  
like m a d , and yo u  as able to  hear and ta lk  
as any o f  us. W e l l ,  y o u ’ ll get a chance to 
do b o t h .”

H e  led h e r firm ly  b y  the sh o u ld e r, and 
D ig g e r  rose u p , le e rin g  at h e r. " L e t  m e 
have h e r, D a n . I ’ ll m a ke  her t a lk !”

T h e r e  was perfect u n d e rsta n d in g  in the 
erstw hile vacant eyes n o w . A t  S a m ’ s first 
step she tw iste d loose fr o m  M e llo d y , le a v
in g  a strip o f  h e r dress in  his h a n d as 
hostage, and leaped to w a rd  th e  d o o r, shrie k
in g , w ith  b o th  m en a fte r h e r.

T h is  d o o r had been k e p t closed, b u t as 
she b o u n d e d  to it the halves slid back as 
i f  by m agic, and the g ia n t N e g r o ’s face 
glared in at th e m . O c to r ia  leaped th ro u g h  
the o p e n in g , w h ile  her husband slam m ed 
the doors tig h t in her pursuers’ faces.

T h is  m o m e n tary h a lt was e n o u gh to  g iv e  
the pair a flyin g  start a lo n g  th e  c o rrid o r. 
A s  M e llo d y  em erged in  p u rsu it he  saw th a t 
O c to ria  had already gained the stairs, bu t 
L ig h t f o o t  was not g iv e n  to  such fleetness o f  
fo o t , and had n o t yet reached the b o tto m  
step.

G i v i n g  a yell o f  tr iu m p h , M e llo d y  closed 
the gap betw een th e m . S o m e w h at to his 
surprise, fo r  he was u n a rm e d , the gian t 
black halted o n  th e  th ird  o r fo u rth  step, 
b lo c k in g  the ir passage, thereby g iv in g  O c 
to ria  tim e  to  escape.

M e llo d y  rushed h im , a n d they came to  
g rip s . F o r  a m o m e n t the}’ swayed to and 
f r o , th e n  the w h ite  m a n  clam ped o n  a p u n 
ish in g  h o ld  he had picked u p  in  the haunts 
o f  ro u g h -a n d -tu m b le  fighters. L ig h t f o o t ’s 
face convulsed w ith  p a in , a n d he let o u t a 
ya m m e rin g  cry, b u t the torture o n ly served 
to  e xp lo d e  his trem endous stre ng th. H e  
sw u n g  his antagonist clear o ff his feet and 
lite ra lly  h u rle d  h im  d o w n  at D ig g e r , w h o  
was v a in ly  try in g  to get in close enough 
to  lend a h a n d .

T h e  tw o  o f  th e m  h it th e  floor w ith  a 
th u d , an d d u rin g  their general entangle
m e n t L ig h t f o o t  m ade g o o d  his escape. B e 
fo re  the y w e re  o n  th e ir o w n  feet again , they 
heard his clum sy steps th u m p in g  u p w a rd  
to -th e  to p  flo o r. M e llo d y ’ s head was rin g in g  
fr o m  the shock. " I t ’ s m y  o w n  f a u l t ,”  he 
m u tte re d , " I  sh o u ld n jt have g o t his goat 
th a t w a y . G e t  back there an d keep an eye 
o n  L o r i n g ,”  he ordered his m e n , "S a m  and 
I  can h a n d le  th is .”

W h il e  th e  others returned to  S iva  and 
th e ir p riso n e r, M e llo d y  and his lieutenant 
m o u n te d  the stairs to  the th ird  flo o r. M e l 
lo d y  k n e w  w h ic h  was the L ig h t fo o t s ’ ro o m , 
a n d , as expected, fo u n d  the d o o r h a lte d . 
T h e y  p o u n d e d  and shout 
b u t he gave n o  answer^ 
u n til they began a »  
w o o d e n  panels.

W i t h o u t  w a rn in g , 
bu lle t crashing th ro u g h  t 
tia lly  b u ry in g  itse lf in  the 
staircase. D ig g e r  had fe lt the 
and bo th he a n d M e llo d y  scrambled o u t o f  
rang e. T h e  latter kn o cke d u p  D i g g e r ’s 
ready g u n . " L e t  it g o ,”  he w hisp e re d . 
" T h e r e ’ s n o  use starting a g u n  fig h t n o w .”  
T h e n , lea n in g o ve r the ra il, " Jo e ! J o e !”  he 
shouted. " C o m e  u p  h e re !”

JO E  came u p , and M e llo d y  issued his 
orders. " Y o u  p a rk  here, Jo e , and keep 

y o u r eye o n  this d o o r. T h e y ’ re b o th  in 
the re , and th e y're  n o t to  be trusted . L ig h t -  
fo o t ’ s g o t a heavy caliber g u n  and he ’ s
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w illin g  to  use it. W e  ll  get a ro u n d  to  his 
case later, just n o w  it ’ s e n o u gh to see that 
he doesn’ t get a w a y. I f  th e y w a n t to  give  
u p  and com e o u t, m ake th e m  th r o w  the g u n  
o u t first, and w atch o u t, fo r  h e  m ay have 
a n o th e r. I f  they m a ke  any ba d m o ve s, let 
’ em have it— b u t in  th e  legs— there are 
questions w e  w a n t to  ask ’ e m !”

C a rp e n , lin g e rin g  in  the lo w e r h a ll, heard 
all this ta lk , and decided it was about tim e  
he tried to  escape fr o m  this m a d-ho u se . H e  
slipped into  the servants’ ro o m  an d shut 
o ff the ala rm -bo a rd fo r  the w ire  barriers. 
H e  to o k the w ire -n ippe rs fr o m  th e ir h id in g  
place and p u t th e m  in  his pocket.

M e llo d y  and D ig g e r  had just started 
d o w n  the stairs w h e n  Jo h n n y  cautiously 
u n b o lte d  the back d o o r and stepped outside, 
closing th e  d o o r b e h in d  h im . V e ile d  in the 
blackness o f  the n ig h t, he listened fo r  the 
dogs. T h e  pack was at th e  fa r stretch o f 
fence, y e lp in g , le a p in g , g r o w lin g  o m in o u s
ly as they raced to  and fr o  a lo n g  the 
inn e r ba rrie r. A p p a r e n tly  some n e w  source 
o f  disturbance had reached th e ir keen 
ears.

G ra s p in g  his g u n , C a rp e n  fled lik e  a 
fleet sha do w , n o t k n o w in g  just h o w  lo n g  
the attention o f  the pack w o u ld  be held 
at that distant p o in t. S traig h t as an a rro w  
he set his course, tra m p lin g  o ve r flow er 
beds and th ro u g h  crackling shru bbery. B e 
fo re  he realized it he had stum bled into  
the inner lin e , and the ba rb e d -w ire  prickles 

ds.
n ip  w e n t th e  plie rs, and 

he was able to squ irm  
e b a rrie r. H i s  steps 

d  o f  g ra ve l. A  fleeting 
ld e r at D r e a m e r ’ s R est 

its b u lk , blacker than 
th e  ro u n d  o f  sky.

in n y  kneeled d o w n  to  cut the last 
strands betw een h im  and fre e d o m . W i t h  
a w a rn in g  swish som e thin g sang past his 
head. T h e r e  had been n o  e x p lo s io n , b u t he 
k n e w  it fo r  a b u lle t. T h e  same unseen 
m arksm an w h o  had nearly picked o ff M e l 
lod y!

L i k e  a th ro w b a c k to a n ig h t patrol in 
A r m y  days, Jo h n n y  flattened h im se lf against 
the g ro u n d , face b u ried in th e  c ro o k o f  his 
e lb o w . H e  w a ite d . F o r  a m in u te  o r tw o  
n o th in g  ha ppened then  the same sw ishin g

b u z z  came a g ain , and a show er o f  gravel 
was kicked o ve r his face.

RE T R E A T I N G  th ro u g h  the hole he had 
cut, Jo h n n y  crouched b e hin d a bushy 

c lu m p , try in g  to  spot the sniper's position . 
T h e r e  w ere trees beyon d the fence. Im p o s 
sible to  see a n yth in g  the re . A  th ird  bullet 
cut sharply th ro u g h  the d ry leaves o ver his 
h e a d. T h e r e  was n o w  n o  d o u b t abou*- it, this 
was n o t ra n d o m  shootin g— the sniper was 
able to  fo llo w  his m o ve m e n ts.

T h e  P o tte rm a x  dogs w ere still in p a n 
d e m o n iu m  o n  the fa r s i d e .' Jo h n n y  z ig 
zag g e d  his w a y back to the house. B o ltin g  
the d o o r a g ain , he tip to e d  a lo n g the h a ll. 
A p p a r e n tly  he  had n o t been m issed.

A s  he loo ke d into  the banquet ro o m  he 
saw M e llo d y  stan d in g o v e r the b u tle r. H is  
eyes had the merciless gleam  o f  a b ird  o f  
prey s w o o p in g  to the k i ll . " I  th in k  w e ’ ll 
start w ith  this jig g e r. I t ’ ll save t im e ,”  he 
said, w a v in g  the pincers.

T h e  terror-stricken L o r i n g  jerked against 
his bonds as he saw M e llo d y  b e n d in g  to 
w ard s h im . T h e n , o u t o f  the darkness, plain 
even to  those shut u p  in the house, came 
a lo n g -d ra w n  c ry, scarcely h u m a n , that 
throbbed and beat like  the call o f  some 
eerie n ig h t b ir d . T o  a m a n , M e llo d y  and his 
m en stood rooted in  th e ir tracks.

V I I

TH E Y  had am ple  reason to  rem em ber 
th a t so u n d . T h e y  had first heard it 

thousands o f  m iles a w a y, ca llin g  above the 
ju n g le  noises, w h ile  th e y, cursing and d rip -

K w ith  sw eat, w ere fe ve rish ly hacking 
ches to  cover that g rim  crate hidden 

o n  th e ir r a ft . A g a i n  and again they had 
heard it , sh o w in g  the relentless searchers 
still o n  th e ir tr a il. N o w  here it was at their 
heels again , h a lf  wray ro u n d  the w o r ld , at 
D r e a m e r ’ s R e st.

W i t h  one accord th e y tu rn e d  to  their . 
leader. " T h e  S ix  A r m s  o f  S iv a !” he snarled. 
T h e n  he began to chuckle, w ith  that insane 
m irth  o f  his that was lik e  th e  g ra tin g  o f 
rasped m e tal. " T h e y  certainly picked a fine 
t im e ,”  he chu ckled. " D o  yo u  k n o w  w h a t 
that cry w as, L o r in g ? ”

T h e  b u tler shook his h e a d , b e w ild e re d . 
" T h a t  was a challenge fr o m  th e  S ix  A r m s
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o f  S iv a . T h e y  k n o w  th e y'v e  caught u p  w ith  
us at l a s t ’*

L o r i n g  stared, b u t it was e vid e n t th a t the 
nam e m ean t n o th in g  to h im . In v o lu n ta r ily  
he looked u p  at th e  S iva  w ith  its six w r ith 
in g  arm s.

" Y o u  m ay as w e ll hear about i t ,”  M e l-  
lody co n tin u e d , " f o r  i f  the y get in here 
the y’ ll cut your th ro a t as q u ic k ly as o u rs .”  
H e  tu rn e d  to  J o h n n y . " T h a t  goes fo r  y o u , 
to o , C a rp e n . T h e r e ’ ll be n o  e x p la in in g  
things to  th e m . W e  w ip e  th e m  o u t o r 
the y’ ll w ip e  us o u t ."

H e  paused as the cry was lifte d  a g ain , 
this tim e  fr o m  a d iffe re n t qu a rte r. " W h e n  
we first b ro ke  th ro u g h  the Siamese ju n g le s ,”  
he c o n tin u e d , " w e  w ere surprised to  fin d  
the T e m p le  o f  S h ik a n o i so ca re fu lly 
gu a rd e d . T h e  S h ik a n o i S iv a , fo r  some rea
son, was m o re  closely w atched th a n  an y Siva  
I ’v e  ever k n o w n . D a y  and n ig h t the priests 
were on the w atch. T h a t  m ade the operation 
m uch h a rd e r. W e  lay lo w  fo r  a tim e , th in k 
in g  w e had struck a tim e  o f  fe stiva l. W e  
had to  m a ke  a w h o le  new  set o f  plan s. W e  
: o u ld  have g o t a w a y w ith  the P h a n g o a  S iv a , 
fo r instance, w ith o u t s trik in g  a b lo w . W e  
could ha ve  been d o w n  to the coast w ith  it 
before it w o u ld  be m issed.

" H o w e v e r , the C o lo n e l's  specifications 
called fo r  the S h ik a n o i id o l, so that was 
w hat w e lifte d . W e  had some b lo o d y w o r k  
to d o  to  get at it , o n  account o f  those 
priests. T h e n  w e  h a d  n o  sooner packed it 
u p  and started o n  the back trail than h e ll 
broke loose a lo n g tha t riv e r. S ig n a l fires, 
dru m s, that queer call e ve ryw he re . O u r  line 
o f  retreat w as cut o ff— sure death was w a it
in g  there. B u t D a n ie l J .  was to o  fo x y  fo r  
them  after a ll. W e  had o u r sam pan re ad y, 
h id  the crate aboard it , poled o u r w a y 
a lo n g a side creek and across a w id e  lake , 
and w e n t in to  h id in g . W e  d id n ’t try  to 
break th r o u g h , as they had fig u re d  w e  m ust 
— instead w e  headed n o r th , smack in to  the 
ju n g le .

"T h e  story o f  o u r w an d e rin gs w ith  that 
crate, and h o w  w e  g o t it o ve r to  the C h in a  
C oast w o u ld  be to o  lo n g  to  te ll , L o r i n g , 
b u t w e  m ade it. W e  b rib e d  w h e n  w e  c o u ld , 
and k ille d  w h e n  w e  ha d to . A n y b o d y  w h o  
g o t curious about o u r boat and its cargo 
was just o u t o f  lu c k . W h il e  w c w ere d r ift in g  
a ro u n d  there w a itin g  fo r  a certain tra m p

schooner to  p ick us u p  w e  accidently o ve r
heard w h a t had been g o in g  o n  back in 
S h ik a n o i.

“ T T  S E E M S  tha t as soon as the y saw we 
A  had g iv e n  them  the slip they stopped 

the m ad scramble a fte r o u r supposed tra il. 
Instead they set u p  a sort o f  B o a rd  o f  
Strate gy. T h e  head o f  this was a little 
b ro w n  chap nam ed H a n o i  G h a n , a fire
eating h e ll-b e n d e r i f  there ever was one. 
W e  sho u ld have bu m p e d  h im  o ff  b e fo re  we 
m ade the snatch. I t  w o u ld  have saved us a 
lo t o f  tro u b le . T h is  H a n o i  G h a n  had plenty 
o f  m o n e y to  w o r k  w ith , and he m ust have 
spent it lik e  w a te r. E xp e n s e  was n o  object, 
so lo n g  as a m a n  nam ed M e llo d y  co u ld be 
cornered an d the id o l restored to  S h ikan o i.

" T h e i r  spies spread o u t fo r  hu n dreds o f 
m iles a lo n g  the coast. T h e y  w atched every 
p o r t, every fr e ig h t m o ve m e n t. M e a n w h ile  
th e  guardians o f  the S h ika n o i T e m p le  drew  
lots, and w ere sent o ff o n  o u r trail in  parties 
o f  s ix , a fte r elaborate rites and ceremonies. 
Y o u  see, L o r i n g , on e  fo r  each arm  o f  the 
S iv a . T h r e e  o f  each p a rty o f  six were dedi
cated to  g e ttin g  th e  Siva back by peaceable 
m eans. T h e y  were fo rb id d e n  to  use violence 
o f  an y k in d . T h e  o the r three had opposite 
instructions. T h e y  hope to  w in  an exalted 
station in the a fte r-life  by k n o c k in g  us o ff 
w h e re ve r a n d w h e n e ve r fo u n d . T h e y  are 
o u t to  k i ll . I f  one fo u n d  m e o n  the street 
su rrou n de d b y policem en , and could get in 
a b lo w , he w-ould k ill  m e w ith o u t hesitation, 
because i f  he should be k ille d  o n  this m is
sion , the deed has increased m e rit.

" N o w  w e  have th e m  w ith  us— the S ix  
A r m s  o f  S iv a . T h e y  are w a itin g  o u t there. 
T h e r e  m a y be three, six, tw e lve — I  d o n ’t 
k n o w ."

" A n d  they w ill  k ill? ”  L o r i n g  quavered.
" S o m e  o f  th e m  w i l l ,”  M e llo d y  answered. 

" I f  the y get in  here, th e y’ll slit e ve ryb o d y’ s 
th ro a t, yours in c lu d e d , L o r i n g .”

" B u t  some o f  th e m  are peaceful, a ren ’t 
they?"

" S u re , th a t’s the w ay I  heard the story, 
b u t h o w  are w e  g o in g  to  tell w he the r it ’s 
tru e , and i f  so, w h ic h  are w hich? I  can’t 
tell b y lo o k in g  at th e m . Y o u  can’t  trust 
the ir w o rd  fo r  it. T h e y ’ve no inte n tio n  of 
p u ttin g  o n  a square, stand-up fig h t. A n y 
th in g  goes w ith  th e m . N o  holds are b a rre d
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I f  they can k n ife  yo u  o n  th e  sly, th e y’ d be 
tickled p i n k .”

" W h a t ’ s the n e xt m o v e , D a n ? ” D ig g e r  
asked. H e  ran his to n gu e  o ve r his lips. 
B ill was poised, tense, staring as th o u g h  
he could see th ro u g h  the solid w a lls , his 
hand instinctively at his holster. Jo h n n y  
fe lt that it w o u ld  be useless to tell them  o f 
his attem pt to escape, and o f  the riflem an 
w ith  the silencer on his g u n . M e llo d y  a l
ready k n e w  about that g u n .

ME L L O D Y  straightened his shoulders.
" I ’m  g o in g  o u t and talk to th e m ,” 

he announced s lo w ly. " I f  there’ s g o in g  to 
be any k illin g  o n  P o n tic o  H i l l ,  I ’ m  w illin g  
to  m eet it h a lfw a y . W a n t  to  come a lo n g ? ” 

" W h a t ’ s the idea, D a n ?  W h y  let them  
k n o w  w e ’ re here?”

" W h y  not? W h a t ’ s the use o f  k id d in g  
ourselves? O f  course they k n o w  w e ’ re in 
here, o r they w o u ld n ’t have sounded the 
call. H o w  they came to  kn o w ', I ’ l l  be 
dam n ed i f  I  can guess, b u t they do. D i d n ’t 
C a rp e n  see three o f  them  o ve r at the A i r 
port? S t ill , w e ’ ve g o t the w h ip h a n d . W e ’ ve 
got the S iva , and g o o d  defenses, and i f  it 
comes to  a scrap w e  can h o ld  u p  o u r e n d . 
B u t I ’ m  g o in g  to ta lk  to  th e m . I f  this turns 
o u t to  be the peace c ro w d  I ’ m  g o in g  to  sell 
the Siva  back to  th e m . W e  m ay n o t get as 
m uch out o f  it, b u t it ’ ll  teach the C o lo n e l 
a lesson.”

" B u t  the dogs, D a n ?  T h e y ’ re all o ve r the 
place. W e ’ll have to  coax that N e g r o  d o w n  
here to ro u n d  ’em  u p .”

" T h e y ’ ll tear yo u  to  pieces, M e ll o d y ,"  
B ill  pu t in .

M e llo d y  snorted. “ W h a t  d o  I  care about 
dogs?”

" T h e y ’ ll  k ill  y o u ,”  L o r i n g  said sha kily. 
H is  eyes shone w ith  suppressed excitem ent 
an d fear.

" Y o u  city chaps are all c h ic k e n -live re d ,”  
M e llo d y  flu n g  at h im . " Y o u  can’ t even d o m 
inate a d u m b  a n im a l. Y o u ’ d let a d o g  d rive  
you u p  a tree. B i l l ,  ru m m ag e  arou n d and 
get m e that w h ip  L ig h t f o o t  uses. I ’ ll show  
you h o w  to  han dle  th e m !”

W h e n  the w h ip  was fo u n d  M e llo d y  to o k 
it in his le ft h a n d , cracking it once o r tw ice 
to get the feel o f  it . H i s  g u n  was in  his 
rig h t. " O p e n  the fro n t d o o r !”  h e  com 
m a n d e d , and D ig g e r  w e n t w ith  h im  and

opened w id e  the doors. T h e  lig h t fro m  the 
h a ll shone d o w n  o ve r th e  steps to  the 
g ra ve l d riv e w a y . B e y o n d  was darkness.

Jo h n n y  approached the a d ve n tu re r. " R e 
m em ber there’ s a g u n  w ith  a silencer on 
i t , ”  he w a rn e d .

" T h e y  w o n ’ t use it till  they see w h a t 
answer they get to th e ir c a ll ,”  M e llo d y  
re p lie d . H e  gave an im ita tio n  o f  L ig h t -  
fo o t ’s u n couth cry, and w a ite d . O n e  o f  the 
dogs came b o u n d in g  to  the circle o f  lig h t 
and stood starin g. H i s  eyes g lo w e d , his 
hackles rose, his g ro w l was deep in his 
th ro a t. A n o th e r  came u p , and a n oth e r, snarl
in g  and suspicious.

TH E Y  Stood stiff-le g g e d , p u z zle d  bu t hos
tile . M e llo d y  p u t on e  fo o t fo rw a rd . 

C ra c k ! w e n t the w h ip . A n o t h e r  step. Crack! 
C ra ck! A t  th e  same tim e he  used crisp 
w o rds o f  c o m m a n d . Steadily he m arched 
d o w n  u p o n  th e m , s w in g in g  his w h ip . T h e y  

ave g ro u n d , slo w ly at first, then  dashed 
ack to re jo in  the ir co m p a n io n s, still in fu ll 

cry at w h a te ve r lay b e yo n d th e  fence.
M e llo d y  m ade no e ffo rt to  tread w a rily 

a fte r th a t. H e  w alke d b o ld ly  beyon d the 
p o o l o f  lig h t, crossed the la w n  at an angle 
and d o v e  into  a mass o f  sh ru bbe ry. F r o m  
there he lifte d  u p  his voice and d id  his best 
w ith  the n ig h t cry o f  the b ro w n  m e n . A l 
m ost instantly an an sw e rin g call was lifte d . 
A n o t h e r . A n d  a n othe r. T h e  dogs became 
even m o re  fra n tic . M e llo d y  shouted above 
the ir d in , u sin g  the ric h ly vo w e le d  id io m  o f  
the C a m b o d ia n  to n g u e. T h e n  he crouched 
d o w n  and craw led aw ay fr o m  th e  spot 
w hence his voice had been lifte d . H e  had 
n o t fo rg o tte n  the in visib le  s n ip e r, b u t no 
bullets came.

F o r w a r d  he m o ve d  a g ain , to w a rd  the 
in n e r ba rrie r, b u t alw ays o b liq u e ly . W h e n  
any o f  the dogs came to o  near, he  cracked 
his w h ip  and cursed th e m , th e n  d ro p p e d  o n  
all fo u rs in the darkness. S o , w o r m in g  his 
w a y a lo n g  lik e  a re d s k in , he reached the 
w ire  fence. T h e r e  he crouched a n d  shouted 
to  the h id d e n  b ro w n  m e n , an d th e y shouted 
a re p ly.

A t  the conclusion o f  the ir p a rle y, a disk 
o f  lig h t cut the darkness outside the barbed- 
w ire  barricade, and in to  this disk were 
stretched three rig h t h a n d s, lean and b ro w n , 
w ith  re d-tin te d nails. T h e  lig h t was the n
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snapped o f f , a n d  M e ilo d y  w e n t slo w ly  back 
to  th e  hou se, cracking his w h ip . H e  dared 
n o t proceed m o re  ra p id ly  fo r  fe a r o f  b r in g 
in g  the savage pack d o w n  u p o n  his back.

D ig g e r  was w a itin g  a n xio u sly in  the 
lig h te d  d o o rw a y , g u n  read y. M e ilo d y  gave 
h im  a triu m p h a n t th u m p  o n  the back. T h e y  
bolted the d o o r and re turn e d to the banquet 
ro o m .

M e ilo d y  w as p la in ly  elated, sw ag ge rin g 
u p to  the table and b a n g in g  the w h ip  across 
it w ith  a crack lik e  a pistol shot. " A  sale!”  
he crie d . " T h e  S h ika n o i S iva  sold to  the 
highest b id d e r! F i f t y  thousand do lla rs, boys, 
w ith in  fo rty -e ig h t hours! W h a t  d o  you th in k  
o f  that?”

" F i f t y  thousand? D a n , th e y’ re k id d in g  
y o u . W h e r e ’d  they get th a t m uch d o u g h  
in tw o  days?”

" M a y b e  they are, S a m . W e ’ ll see. T h e  
fifty  thousand was m y idea, the fo rty -e ig h t 
hours was the irs. T h e y  claim  to  be the 
peace p a rty , ready to  b u y the S iva  back at 
m y figu re. T h e y  swear the m o n e y w ill  be 
ready. T h e y  also w arn e d m e that the others 
are som ew here arou n d here and th a t w e ’ d 
have to  deal w ith  them  as best w e  c o u ld . 
T h is  bunch w ill  n o t, o r can n o t interfere. 
T h e  tw o  parties are acting in d e p e n d e n tly , 
and I  gather there's a sort o f  race o n  be
tw een th e m .”

" I t ’ s a tric k , just to get us to  o pen the 
gates.”

" T h e y ’v e  agreed to  com e in  d a y lig h t, 
and show  the cash b e fo re  w e  o pen to  th e m . 
It's  a fa ir  e n ough o ffe r . L e t  th e m  com e b u y 
in g , o r  let th e m  com e fig h tin g , w e ’ ll be 
ready either w a y , and th a t w ill  be the end 
o f  this cat and m ouse business.”

LO R I N G  jerked in his b o n d s . " D o n ’ t 
sell o u t , M e il o d y ,”  he plead ed. " W a i t  

till  the C o lo n e l comes back. G i v e  h im  a 
chance to  get h e re . I t ’ s o n ly  the fa ir  th in g  
to  d o .”

" I ’m  sick o f  w a itin g  fo r  P o tte r m a x ,”  
M e ilo d y  snapped. " T o  h e ll w ith  h im . W e ’ ve 
played nursem aid to  Siva  lo n g  e n o u g h . 
W h e n  the little  b ro w n  brethren sho w  hp 
w ith  th e  m on ey the S iva  goes w ith  th e m , 
a n d  I ’ ll  h e lp  th e m  load it. Y e s , and I ’ ll 
th ro w  in  th e  tru c k , to o . P o tte rm a x  had his 
chance. H e ’ s tried to  g y p  us o u t o f  o a r 
m o n e y . W h a t  does he th in k  w e  t i e ,  a b u n ch

o f  punks? B e fo re  I ’d  leave the S iv a  here, 
I ’ d take a b lo w -to rc h  an d m e lt it d o w n  to  
a shapeless l u m p ."

D ig g e r  was lo o k in g  at th e  statue. " T h a t  
o ffe r sounds p h o n e y to  m e ,”  he insisted. 
" W h a t  can the y d o  w ith  it after they get 
it? H o w  w ill they get that h e a v y  th in g  back 
to  S h ika n o i T e m p le ? ”

" I f  w e  m anaged to  sm uggle it in , they 
can sm uggle it o u t again. A n y w a y , th a t’ s 
th e ir headache, n o t ours. T h e y ’ve  g o t real 
m o n e y b e h in d  th e m , and the y’ re w illin g  to 
spend it. T h a t  greases the road a n yw h e re .”

M e ilo d y  w a lk e d  closer to  th e  S iv a . 
" P e o p le  sure h a ve  fu n n y  n o tio n s. T h e r e ’ s 
C o lo n e l P o tte rm a x , w h o  was w illin g  to  pa rt 
w ith  a fo rtu n e  to  get h o ld  o f  a genuine 
S iv a . N o  im ita tio n  stu ff f o r  h im . Y e t  w h a t 
is it? Ju s t a statue, and n o t all honest m etal 
at th a t, ju d g in g  b y  the w e ig h t. T h e r e ’s a 
h a n d fu l o f  semi-precious stones o n  it , b u t 
w h a t o f  that? I  was surprised to  see w h a t 
a cheap lo t the y are. T h e  w h o le  bu n ch is 
n o t w o rth  o ver a thousand o r so.

“ L o o k  at the eye-stones. Y o u ’ d th in k  they 
w ere rubies, b u t th e y’ re n o t— th e y're  a 
rather in fe rio r grade o f  rube lite . So is the 
n avel piece. A n d  those collar an d head
dress stones are spinels. T h e  fact is, there’s 
n o t a real, first-class g e m  in the lo t. W h ic h  
brin gs u p  the qu estion , w h y  d id  P o tte rm a x  
insist o n  h a v in g  the S h ika n o i S iva  and no 
other? T h e r e  w ere p le n ty o f  others easier 
to  get at, easier to  h a n d le , and practically 
u n g u a rd e d . T h is  one was guarded as th o u g h  
it w ere the E m e ra ld  B u d d h a  itself? W h y ?  
W h y , L o rin g ?  T h e  P h a n g o a  Siva  is set w ith  
three p ig e o n ’ s-blood rubies th a t’ d m ake yo u r 
m o u th  w ater just to  see th e m . It  is sm aller 
and lig h te r than  this o n e . I t  w o u ld ’ve been 
as easy as k id n a p p in g  a scarecrow. Ju s t a 
m a tte r o f  d ro p p in g  a b a g  o ve r its head and 
r u n n in g .

" T h e r e ’ s som e thin g queer about this 
w h o le  business. I  can’ t p u t m y  fin ger on 
it , b u t it’ s there. W h y  d id  P o tte rm a x  pick 
o u t this particular S iva  and then ru n  o u t 
o n  us at the last m inute? W h y  was there 
such an in fe rn a l racket a fte r w e  to o k it, and 
yet n o  official co m p la in t was made? H a n o i  
G h a n  co u ld have b o u g h t a d o ze n  Sivas fo r  
h a lf  o f  w h a t he spent tr y in g  to  track us 
d o w n . I  can understand the ir sending o u t a 
w a r p a rty f o r  revenge, bu t w h y  should an y
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o f  th e m  be a u th o rize d  to  b u y  it back at m y  
figure?”

" Y o u  h a ve n ’ t seen th e  color o f  th e ir 
m o n e y y e t ,”  D ig g e r  re p lie d . " I t ’ s a ll a fa k e . 
T h e y ’ ll doublecross y o u .”

" I f  they try  k  w e ’ l l  m o w  th e m  d o w n ,”  
M e llo d y  retorted. " A t  any rate the y’ ve gone 
a w a y. T h e  dogs ha ve  shut u p .”

" D o n ’t sell to th e m , M r .  M e llo d y . H o l d  
o n  and w a it u n til yo u  hear fr o m  C o lo n e l 
P o tte r m a x ,”  L o r i n g  still plead ed. H e  seemed 
ge n u in e ly earnest and a n xio u s. " L e t  m e g o ,”  
he begged, " y o u  can affo rd  to  d o  that m u ch . 
I  h a ve n ’t done a n yth in g  against y o u .”

" I f  I  set yo u  fre e , can yo u  produce P o t 
te rm ax by to m o rro w  n ig h t? ”

" N o ,  bu t I  a m  sure he w ill  r e tu r n .”
" C a n  you produce the m o n e y P o tte rm a x  

prom ised by to m o rro w  n ig h t? ”
" N o ,  bu t the C o lo n e l w ill  have it w ith  

h i m .”
" T h a t ’ s w h a t yo u  say. N o ,  L o r i n g , y o u ’ d 

be o f  n o  m ore use to  us free tha n  tied u p . 
Besides, I  h a ve n ’ t finished w ith  y o u , just 
because I ’ ve fo u n d  a n e w  b u ye r. I ’m  g o in g  
to get to  the b o tto m  o f  all this hocus-pocus. 
W h y  d id  yo u  get O c to ria  to  preten d she 
was a deaf-m ute? W h y -------- ”

ME L L O D Y  Stopped s u d d e n ly, staring 
o ver L o r i n g ’ s head as i f  he w e re  about 

to  come d o w n  w ith  a Siva-seizure , th e n  he 
h o w le d  w ith  lau ghter as he sank in to  a 
c h a ir, p o u n d in g  the arms w ith  his fists. H e  
ke p t u p  this u n n atu ral m irth  so lo n g  that 
his m e n  began to  eye h im  suspiciously. 
Jo h n n y  C a rp e n  h a d  lo n g  since concluded 
that there m ust be a w id e  streak o f  insanity 
in the m a n .

" W h y , yo u  o ld  fra u d ! Y o u  pious o ld  
goat! So L ig h t fo o t  is ve ry  jealous o f  his 
w if e , eh? N o w  I  k n o w  w h y  yo u  w ere so 
upset w h e n  I  w arn e d yo u  to  keep the fa ir  
O c to ria  o u t o f  sight. T h a t  b ro u g h t the b lo o d  
into  y o u r cheeks. M r s . L ig h t f o o t , eh? H a !  
H a !  H a !  D e a f  and d u m b , eh? M is e ry  loves 
com pany? L e t ’ s have some n u p tia l m usic! A  
w e d d in g  m arch! 'O h ,  prom ise m e ’ o n  th e  
chim es. Chim es? I  have it— the ve ry t h in g !”  

T h e  p in io n e d  bu tler loo ke d o n  in am aze 
m e n t. B y  this tim e  he m ust ha ve  th o u g h t his 
captor to ta lly and com pletely m a d .

M e llo d y  ran across the ro o m  to a strong , 
w ired-glass cabinet, w renched loose the lo c k,
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and returned b e a rin g  the p rid e  o f  the P o t 
te rm a x jade collection , th e  fam o u s K ie n  
L u n g  B e ll , carved fr o m  a single piece o f 
jeitsui, o r im p e ria l jade. A r o u n d  its to p  e x 
tended an e xquisitely carved band o f  bats 
an d k y lin s . T h e  b a t, O r ie n ta l sym bol o f 
happiness, and the fa bu lou s k y lin , the stag- 
d ra g o n , held to be the noblest o f  beasts, 
appe arin g o n ly  at the b irth  o f  sages.

" T h i s  is a b e a u ty,”  gloated M e llo d y , r u n 
n in g  his fingers o ve r it, " f a r  better than 
a n yth in g  in the B ish o p  o r W o o d w a r d  col
lections. L e t ’s get it tu n ed u p  fo r. that m u 
sic .”  H e  tap pe d its sides w ith  the b u tt o f  
his autom atic, setting it s w in g in g  fro m  its 
carved te akw o o d  yo ke .

L o r i n g  flin che d . " Y o u ’ll break it, you 
f o o l ! ”  he shouted.

" D o n ’ t get excited, m a n ,”  M e llo d y  a n 
swered co o lly. " Y o u  d o n ’ t  k n o w  m uch about 
the subject, L o r i n g , o r  y o u ’ d  k n o w  that 
jade is called by the Chin ese the musical 
stone. C o n fu c iu s  used to soothe his m in d  by 
m a k in g  m usic o n  a set o f  jade chim es. I t ’ s 
all in  k n o w in g  h o w .”

T a p — tap— tap w e n t the m etal b u tt against 
th e  th re e -hun d red -ye a r-o ld b e ll, in  increas
in g  te m p o . I t  sw u n g  to  and f r o , then the

fhost o f  a tone w avered fr o m  it. H a r d e r —  
arder— and the note o f  th e  to u g h , fibrous 

jade bell was beaten fo r th — pro te stin g . 
L o u d e r — lo u d e r it beat u p o n  th e  a ir as M e l-  
lo d y ’s arm  came d o w n  in increased cadence.

L o r i n g  w rith e d  and tw isted in the chair. 
H e  seemed to  be u n d e rg o in g  to rtu re . H i s  
eyes w ere w ild  and te rrib le , th e  lines o f  his 
face askew . " S to p  it— stop i t ! ”  h e  screamed 
in  im p o te n t fu r y .

A b o v e  the tu m b lin g , shive ry tones o f  the

firecious b e ll, sounded M e llo d y ’ s crackling 
au g h . T h e n , w ith  a trem endous crash, he 

b ro u g h t d o w n  his arm  and the pistol b u tt 
shattered the priceless jad e. T h r e e  times 
M e llo d y ’ s arm  w e n t u p  and came crashing 
d o w n  be fo re  this master p ro d u c t o f  th e  K ie n  
L u n g  artists was sm itten in to  toneless shards.

T b e  b u tle r, the m an w h o  " d i d n ’t care a 
d a m n  fo r  this O r ie n ta l j u n k ”  w as w rith in g  
lik e  a snake, scream ing lik e  a m a d m a n . 
" V a n d a l!  B a rb a ria n ! B u tc h e r!”  H i s  eyes 
b la ze d  w ith  maniacal fu r y . H i s  chair jerked 
fr o m  side to side u n d e r his fre n zie d  surges. 
H i s  m o u th  was near to fo a m in g . It  w o rke d  
w ith  h o rrib le  intensity even w h e n  n o  w o r d *

i
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came fo r t h . Curves strangled o f  th e ir o w n  
fu r y  in  his th ro a t a n d  issued as cro a kin g 
sobs. H a d  h e  been fre e  he w o u ld  have flo w n  
at M e llo d y ’s th ro a t lik e  one o f  th e  P o tte r-
m ax dogs.

M e ilo d y  sent the priceless wreckage flyin g  
to all corners w ith  one sweep o f  his a rm . 
T e e th  g ritte d , he sh o o k his fist in  L o r i n g ’ s 
face. H i s  w o rds came tu m b lin g  o u t like  a 
lo n g -d a m m e d  cataract flin g in g  itse lf d o w n  a 
m o u n ta in  slope.

"Lorm g! You are Potterm ax— Colonel 
Oriston Potterm ax!”

V I I I

ME L L O D Y  p o in te d  an accusing fin ger 
at the c rin g in g  m a n . " T h e r e ’ s n o  such 

person as L o r i n g , the b u tle r. T h a t  was all 
a sw in d le — a fa ke — fr o m  the start. I  see it 
all n o w . Y o u  h ire d  some one to p la y the 
C o lo n e l at o u r first m e e tin g . T h a t  was sm art 
w o rk  all r ig h t, b u t n o t q u ite  sm art e nough 
to fo o l D a n ie l J .  fo r  lo n g . H e  sm elled a 
rat. L ig h t f o o t , O c to r ia , the fo rg e d  lette r, the 
lies about the tr ip  to  to w n , every little  clue 
to ld  m e  that the C o lo n e l h a d  not le ft  
D r e a m e r ’s R e s t, Ju s t a p la y fo r  tim e , a 
chance to get at the S iv a , m aybe to get rid  
o f  us b y poison a n d  get it fo r  n o th in g . I t  
to o k  m e  a little  w h ile  to  tu m b le  to it, 
C o lo n e l, because yo u  started this tric k so 
early in  the ga m e , b u t here I  am , ready fo r 
y o u . Y o u  c o u ld n ’ t sit there and w atch that 
m arvelous b it o f  jade b e in g  sm ashed. N o  
real collector c o u ld . Y o u  had to unm ask 
yo u rs e lf, an d I  k n e w  it. A n d  n o w , b y G o d , 
y o u ’ re g o in g  to  te ll us w h y  you w ere so 
anxious to sw in d le  us o u t o f  this th in g . S p ill 
it , d a m n  y o u , spill i t ! ”

T h e  enraged m a n  seized the steel pliers. 
T h e  tru th  o f  M e llo d y ’ s startlin g  deductions 
was p la in  to  b e h o ld  in the pse u do -b utle r’s 
terrified a ir , his c rin g in g , stricken eyes, lo o k 
in g  this w ay and th a t fo r  escape. C a rp e n  
co u ld see n o th in g  b u t death w a itin g  fo r  the 
m an  w h o  had trie d  to o u tw it M e ilo d y .

W h a t  tortures the latter m ig h t have 
w ro u g h t in  his vicious rage w ill  n e ve r be 
k n o w n , f o r , as he approached his tw is tin g  
b u t helpless c a ptive , three shots in  ra p id  
succession came fr o m  above-stairs.

T h e n  came Jo e  B u rk e tt's  stentorian be l
lo w  as he  came b o u n d in g  d o w n  the stairs.

" M e ilo d y ! M e ilo d y ! L i g h i f o o t ’ s gone! H e  
clim b ed d o w n  a spout fr o m  his w in d o w . 
A n d  the w o m a n ! T h e y 'r e  ru n n in g  to the 
garage! T h e y ’ ll get the car! S to p th e m !”

In d e e d , at th a t m o m e n t they heard the 
e xplo sive  backfire o f  the car outside. " T h a t  
sounds lik e  o u r tr u c k ,”  M e ilo d y  shouted. 
" A f t e r  th e m , eve rybo d y! W e 'l l  catch them  
at the gates! S h o o t th e m  d o w n !”

T h e y  rushed th ro u g h  the hall and u n 
bolted the fr o n t d o o r. B e fo re  they could get 
th ro u g h  and take pro pe r aim  tire truck was 
s w o o p in g  past the corner o f  the house. D i g 
ger's g u n  em ptied a w h o le  c lip  after it, but 
the bullets w ere w ild  and ineffectual.

" C o m e  o n ,”  M e ilo d y  crie d , " th e y ’ ve got 
to  stop at the gates! W e ’ ll catch them  there! 
W a tc h  o u t f o r  the d o g s !”  T h e  roar o f  his 
g u n  sent several o f  the anim als scam pering. 
T h e  others w ere r u n n in g  beside the tru c k, 
y e lp in g  and leapin g as i f  the y w ere o u t fo r  
a fro lic .

L ig h t f o o t  was n o t as s lo w -w itte d  as he 
was s lo w -fo o te d . H e  d id  n o t fo llo w  the 
c u rv in g  gra ve l drivesvay, b u t sent the truck 
directly to w a rd  the gates, cu ttin g  across the 
sm ooth la w n  and p lo w in g  rig h t th ro u g h  the 
shru bbery.

M e ilo d y  and his m e n  tu m bled a fte r th e m , 
h o ld in g  th e ir fire. T h e y  k e p t in  a k n o t, 
ready to h a n dle  the dogs should they tu rn  
o n  the m . B y  that tim e  L ig h t f o o t ’s m achine 
was g o in g  in h ig h  gear. A s  he neared the 
barrier he p u t o n  an e xtra burst o f  speed. 
T h e  heavy fr o n t punched th ro u g h  the inner 
fence as i f  it w ere pa pe r, th e n  catapulted 
in to  the ba rb e d -w ire  gates. T h e  mass, the 
w e ig h t, the m o m e n tu m , w ere sufficient—  
the gate was d e m o lish e d , to m , tw iste d, bent 
aside, le a vin g  a g a p in g  breach.

OC T O R I A  gave an e x u lta n t cry as the 
crouching N e g r o  steadied the lu rch in g  

truck and sent it w h ir lin g  d o w n  the o u t- 
ro a d . T h e  headlights q u ic k ly sw ept fr o m  
sight, fo llo w e d  by a fu tile  spray o f  lead 
fr o m  the baffled pursuers' guns.

B la c k n ig h t closed d o w n  o n  M e ilo d y  and 
his m e n , chagrined and defeated. T h e r e  re
m ained that deadly breach in their defensive 
b a rrie r. T h r o u g h  it the dogs h a d  gone 
scam pering a lo n g b e h in d  th e  escaping truck. 
A  c h ill , d a rk silence fe l l . B e h in d  them  
shone a fa in t lig h t fr o m  the o pen do o r o f
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D r e a m e r ’ s R e st. F r o m  the w oods beyon d the 
breach came sly w h isp e rin g s. Pe rhaps o n ly  
the w in d  stirrin g  the crisp, dead leaves—

A n d  then it  came—-the b lo o d -c h iilin g  
screech that show ed the a ve n g in g  A r m s  o f 
S iva  w ere w atch in g  and w a itin g . A g a i n  and 
again it rose o n  the black n ig h t, to the le f t , 
to the rig h t, fr o m  in fr o n t. T h o s e  others 
had gone aw a y, as the silence o f  the P o tte r- 
m a x  pack had attested. T h e s e , th e n , m ust 
be the ruthless b ro w n  m e n , consecrated to 
death w ith o u t mercy o r p ity . F a r  away there 
was a spurt o f  flam e, ana the fa m ilia r w h in e  
o f  a b u lle t that was n o t to o  fa r o ff its course.

" Q u ic k ! "  M e llo d y  ye lle d. " B a c k  to the 
house! R u n !"

Jo h n n y , w edged betw een M e llo d y  and 
D ig g e r , could not have b ro ke n  away th e n , 
even i f  he w o u ld  rather have taken his 
chance w ith  the b ro w n  m e n  tha n  re turn  to  
tha t sinister house. S ha ke n , p a n tin g  fr o m  
th e ir sharp s p rin t, they bolted the doors o f  
D re a m e r's  R est.

M e llo d y  stood at the fo o t o f  the stairs, 
his hopes collapsin g, b u t still every inch 
the co m m an de r. H e  despatched Jo e  and B il l  
to m ake sure that every do o r and w in d o w  
in the place was p ro p e rly b a rre d , n o t f o r 
g e ttin g  the one o n  the th ir d  flo o r fr o m  
w hich L ig h t fo o t  and O c to ria  ha d escaped, 
fo r  the b ro w n  m e n  w ere lik e  m onkeys.

H e  strode in to  the banquet ro o m . L o r i n g  
was strain in g and w re n c h in g  at his bonds 
u n til the veins o n  his forehead stood out 
near to b u rstin g . M e llo d y  lau ghed at h im , 
tau n tin g  h im  to  m ake greater efforts.

R a p ! R a p ! R a p ! came a sum m ons at the 
heavy fro n t doors o f  D r e a m e r ’ s R e s t. M e l 
lod y h u rrie d  o u t into  the h a ll. H e  directed 
his m en to strategic po in ts, h im s e lf stan d in g 
u n de r the center lig h t , g u n  ready.

A g a in  the three steady raps.
"S h a ll I  fire th ro u g h  the do o r w h e n  they 

kn o ck again?”  D ig g e r  w h isp e re d .
" N o .  T h e  w o o d 's  too th ic k. Save i t .”
Presently Jo e  B u rk e tt signaled to  th e m . 

" I  hear a queer noise here at the back. 
Sounds like w ater s p la s h in g .”  T h e y  w e n t to 
the rear o f  the hall and listened. N o t h i n g ,

" I  hear it, t o o ,”  B il l  called. " I t ’ s a sw ish
ing n oise.”  T h e y  p u t their ears to  the w a il. 
M e lio d y ’s eyes n a rro w e d . T h e r e  was a fa in t 
sound som ew here, som ething g o in g  d r ip , 
d r ip , d rip .
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M e llo d y  sniffed the air. T h e r e  was a p u n 
ge n t o d o r, g r o w in g  in in te n sity . " G a s o lin e !"  
J o h n n y  C a rp e n  e xclaim ed . T h e r e  came a lo w  
w h ir r , a fe w  fa in t crackles, and a th in  roll 
o f  sm oke puffed in u n d e r th e  rear d o o r.

D ig g e r ’ s face pa le d . " F i r e ! ”  he gasped. 
" T h e y ’ve  fo u n d  the storage ta n k  in the 
garage a n d  drenched the w a lls  w ith  gaso
lin e . G o d !  T h e y ’ re g o in g  to  b u rn  us o u t !”  

Pa n ic seized th e m  in its merciless grasp. 
T h e y  m ille d  about in  the h a llw a y , e ve ry
w he re  fin d in g  the ir w o rst fears re a lize d . 
I f  the b ro w n  m en had resorted to fire as 
a b lu ff  to lure  them  o u t in to  the o p e n , the 
construction o f  D r e a m e r ’ s R est h a d  fo o le d  
th e m , fo r  it caught h o ld  lik e  a spark in a 
tin d e r-b o x . T h e  h u m  o f  spreading flam e was 
fast becom ing a ro ar.

" L e t  m e tn in k — let m e t h in k ,”  M e llo d y  
m u tte re d , stan d in g pale b u t erect, a statue 
o f  despair, bu t w ith  u n im p a ire d  courage.

R a p ! R a p ! R a p ! came th e  sum m ons at 
the fr o n t d o o r. N o  sm oke cam e fr o m  there, 
b u t n o  one w an te d to  open that d o o r. Panic- 
stricken, D ig g e r  w h irle d  and leveled his 
g u n . H e  sent an an sw e rin g b u lle t to  each 
tap . A lm o s t im m e d iate ly there was a heavy 
ro ar, an explo sio n  that jarre d th e m  all to 
the flo o r, and the doors w ere shattered, the 
splintered rem ains h a n g in g  d ru n k e n ly  fro m  
their hinges. A  dense w h ite  sm oke rolled 
in . O n l y  o n e  lig h t b u lb  su rvive d  the blast. 
F r o m  the banquet ro o m  cam e the sound o f  
fa llin g , b re a k in g  objects, and P o tte rm a x ’ s 
shrill screams fo r  h e lp .

JO H N N Y  C A R P E N  w e n t d o w n  w ith  
the rest o f  th e m  b e fo re  th a t blast. H e  

struggled to  his fe e t, g u n  in h a n d , faced 
w ith  the necessity o f  e x p e n d in g  his three 
bullets against the fo llo w e rs  o f  H a n o i  
G h a n . B u t  n o  b ro w n  m e n  cam e sw arm in g  
th ro u g h  th e  o p e n in g . N o t h i n g  happen ed. 
N o  shots. N o  cries. Ju st a battered, bro ke n  
d o o rw a y , w ith  sm oke r o llin g  in .

T h e r e  w ere other p ro o fs  o f  th a t, besides 
the sm oke p o u rin g  across th e  th re sh o ld . I t  
was g r o w in g  h o t. H o t  enough to  start the 
perspiration o o z in g  o n  M e llo d y ’ s nearly 
bald pate. Soon it w o u ld  be unbearable. 

D a n ie l J .  M e llo d y  came o u t o f  the e x- 
losio n  com pletely m a d . H e  had picked 
im se lf u p  fr o m  th e  flo o r, g la r in g , red

e yed, fangs bared lik e  a w ild  beast’s.
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"S tic k  it o u t!”  he croaked. " L e t  ’em  com e. 
Stick w ith  S iva  a n d  they can’ t touch us. 
W h e n  the y com e th ro u g h  that d o o r w e ’ ll 
blast ’e m . T h e y ’ll  n e ve r get it b a c k .”

T h e y  gave h im  th e  fe a r fu l, sidelong 
glance o n e  gives a m a d  d o g . T o  ru n  o r 
roast, that was th e ir choice. B il l  p u lle d  
h im s e lf to ge the r, ch a n g in g  the g rip  o n  his 
g u n , and dashed o u t th ro u g h  th e  ya w n in g  
o p e n in g , veiled b y  b illo w s  o f  pearly sm oke.

T h e r e  was a so u n d, a sho t, a w ild  cry. 
T h e n  silence.

" S e e ,”  M e llo d y  y e lle d , " th e y  g o t h im . 
H e  w a lke d  rig h t in to  it. T h a t ’s w h a t th e y’ re 
w a itin g  f o r ! ”

N e ve rth e le ss Jo e  and D ig g e r  began a 
stealthy m o ve m e n t fo r w a r d , h u g g in g  the 
w alls. B e h in d  them  M e llo d y  spat o u t curses. 
" Y e l lo w !  Y e l l o w ! ”  he  roared a fte r them  as 
they breasted th e ir w a y in to  th e  u n k n o w n . 
T h e r e  was a burst o f  g u n fire , shouts, and 
then the shots stopped a b ru p tly . T h e  m a d 
m an lau ghed and lau ghe d u n til a b u lle t 
came w h iz z in g  th ro u g h  the sm oke and m ade 
a ro u n d  hole in  the staircase.

M e llo d y  saw Jo h n n y  crou chin g there, 
g u n  in h a n d . H e  d ip p e d  in to  his pocket 
and gave h im  a h a n d fu l o f  shells. " H e r e  
yo u  are, C a rp e n . L o a d  u p . W e ’ ll  show  
th e m . Y o u ’ve  g o t m o re  guts than  all the 
rest o f  th e m !”

T h e y  retreated in to  th e  ba n qu e t ro o m . 
M e llo d y  slam m ed shut th e  do o rs, locked 
th e m , and they w o rk e d  fe ve rish ly b a rri
cading it w ith  all the fu r n itu r e  they could 
m o ve  in to  place.

T h e  sealed-up ro o m  threatened to  become 
a p u rg a to ry . T h e  corners w ere already h a zy 
w ith  sm oke, w h ic h  po u re d across th e  h ig h  
c e ilin g , ro llin g  lo w e r a n d  lo w e r as it gained 
in  vo lu m e .

M e llo d y  approached his c a p tiv e . M a d 
ness and death lo o k e d  o u t o f  his eyes. A t  
th e  m ere sight o f  his face P o tte rm a x  
screamecf u n til his voice c ho ke d . A b o v e  
th e m , o n  the dais, to w ere d the stolen S iv a , 
v e n g e fu l, sn a rling G o d  o f  D e s tru c tio n , 
m u ltip le  arms reaching to destroy, feet 
pra n cin g w ith  rage.

HE  T O O K  the o ld  m a n  b y the th ro a t.
H e  sm iled d o w n  at h im , such a sm ile 

as o ld  P o tte rm a x  had n e ve r seen be fo re , 
n o t even on a heathen d e v il-m a s k . " W e 'r e

n o t le a vin g  he re ; yo u  and I , ”  said the 
p u r r in g  vo ice . " W e ’ re staying rig h t here 
w ith  S iv a . N o b o d y  shall ever have h im . 
H e ’ s m in e .”  T h e  hands tig h te n e d . " W h y  
d id  yo u  try to  cheat m e , C o lo n e l?  C o m e  
o n , speak u p . Y o u  w o n ’ t ha ve  lo n g — ”

T h e  C o lo n e l’ s w ill  was shattered. " T h e r e  
are je w e ls ,”  he gasped, as M e llo d y  h u n g  
o ve r h im . " T h e  S h ika n o i S iva  has been the 
h id in g -p la ce  fo r  the sacred jewels fo r  cen
turies. I  k n e w  th a t, b u t I  could n o t get near 
it— the g u a rd  was to o  strict. T h r e e  times 
I  trie d . I — I  c o u ld n ’t  b rin g  m yse lf to  k i ll . 
I  was a fra id . So I  sent y o u  back fo r  i t .”  

M e llo d y  loo ke d d o w n  at h im  w ith  satanic 
g le e . "So th a t was it! O l d  S iv a ’ s g o t a 
b e lly fu l o f  jew els and you w an ted to get 
them  fo r  a song. N o  w o n d e r th e  b ro w n  m en 
d id n ’t squaw k at m y  price. B u t  you— you 
c o u ld n ’t keep an honest b a rg a in . Y o u  had 
to lie  an d cneat. T h e  w e alth  o f  G o lc o n d a  
offered fo r  a d o lla r , and yo u  try to  beat the 
price d o w n  to tw o  b its. I t  serves you rig h t, 
d a m n  y o u . N o w , C o lo n e l, just w hisp e r to 
o ld  D a n ie l J .  h o w  to get at this treasure 
h o a rd . H u r r y , h u rry , w e ’ ve g o t to  m o ve  
fa s t!”

" M e llo d y ! T h e y ’ re ba tte rin g  at the d o o r !”  
Jo h n n y  w a rn e d . " W e ’d better unbar one 
o f  the w in d o w s  and ru n  fo r  i t ! ”

" H o l d  th e m  o ff! G i v e  ’em  a dose o f  lead. 
T h a t ’ ll keep them  back. F iv e  m inutes m ore! 
I ’m  g o in g  to get those jew els. W e  ll have 
tim e  e n o u g h .”

TH E  iro n  hands eased their h o ld  on the 
w rin k le d  th ro a t. " T h e r e ’ s a sp rin g — an 

o p e n in g — in  the back o f — the m o u th ,”  
P o tte rm a x  w he e ze d .

M e llo d y  e x p lo d e d . " L i a r !  L i a r ! ”  he 
screamed. " T h a t ’ s h o w  th e  others die d . 
T h e r e ’s death in  that m o u th ! B u ll cleared 
the p a ckin g straw  fr o m  it— and d ie d ; 
G e o rg e  stuffed a sandw ich in  it— and die d . 
Y o u ’ d like  m e to  reach in  there and die, 
to o , eh? C o m e  o n , o u t w ith  it— h o w  is it 
w o rk e d ? ”

T h e  cruel fingers d u g  lik e  talons into  
P o tte rm a x ’s neck. T h e  o ld  m a n  gagged and 
c ho ke d . " T h e  m o u th — m o u th — m o u th !” he 
d ro o le d , then collapsed lik e  a p u p p e t that 
has h a d  its le a d in g  w ires cut. Jo h n n y , 
w a tc h in g  the doors slo w ly b u c klin g  u n de r 
th e  assault fr o m  the fa r side, p u m p e d  bis
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three bullets w h e re  he th o u g h t they w o u ld  
d o  the m ost g o o d . T h e r e  w ere cries o f  anger 
and dism ay fr o m  th e  h a ll as h e  filled the 
clip  o f  his autom atic.

E v e n  th o u g h  D r e a m e r ’ s R est was 
d o o m e d , n o th in g  co u ld sway M e llo d y  fr o m  
his adam ant purpose. T h e  m uffled roar and 
crackle o f  flames d o m in ate d  all other 
sounds. H e r e  was a b la zin g  fu n e ra l pyre  
fo r  b o th  M e llo d y ’ s d a rin g  quest and P o t- 
te rm a x ’ s e vil g re e d. I n  tw o  corners o f  the 
ro o m  actual flames w ere visib le th ro u g h  the 
sm oke. T h e  cellars be lo w  w ere ablaze, and 
e ve n tu ally the pressure m ust crum ple the 
flo o r like  so m uch paper an d w ip e  th e m  out 
w ith  one blast o f  its fiery b re a th . I n  places 
th e  h o t boards stung th ro u g h  leather soles.

A  m o m e n tary bre a k in  the b illo w in g  
sm oke b ro u g h t o u t the face o f  S iv a , tr iu m 
p h a n t. S n a rlin g  an answer to  the challenge, 
M e llo d y  w h ip p e d  u p  his g u n  an d p u m p e d  
bu lle t a fte r b u lle t at the to w e rin g  g o d . T h e  
heavy air m uffled th e  shots to d u ll roars. T h e  
bullets ricocheted fr o m  th e  m etal im age, 
le a vin g  scar-like creases. O n e  carried aw ay 
the le ft eye o f  the g o d , g iv in g  h im  an even 
m o re  v in d ic tive  lo o k .

B u t  M e llo d y  h a d  n o t done w ith  S iva. 
M o u th in g  te rrible  cries, n o  lo n g e r a m a n , 
b u t a p rim a l, atavistic fu r y , he leaped to 
the dais and h u rle d  h im s e lf o n  the g o d . 
H e  tu g g e d , an d strained, and beat his ha rd 
hands o n  th e  ha rde r m etal to  o v e rth ro w  
the id o l. P a n tin g , spen t, he slid back to 
the flo o r.

TH E  b ro w n  m e n , w ith  chattering cries, 
w ere b a tterin g at the d o o r again. 

Jo h n n y  let th e m  have three o r fo u r  bu lle ts, 
b u t it o n ly  gave th e m  te m po rary pause. 
C o n s e rv in g  his re m a in in g  bu llets, he ran 
to one o f  the w in d o w s , flu n g  it u p , and 
began to tu g  at th e  bolts th a t h e ld  the 
m etal-lined shutter#.

M e llo d y ’ s h a n d  chanced to fa ll  o n  the 
axe w hich had been used to o pen the crate. 
H e  sw u n g  it w ith  renew ed fe ro c ity , bat
te rin g  w ith -th e  b lu n t end against the g r in 
n in g  features. A g a in  and again he flailed 
aw ay at S iv a , this m a d  M e llo d y  w h o  w o u ld  
wrestle w ith  a g o d  o n  the ve ry  b rin k  o f  
h e ll.

H i s  thews had the p o w e r o f  steel, and
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n o th in g  less th a n  the a n n ih ila tio n  o f  Siva  
w o u ld  slake his re ve n ge . B lo w s  show ered 
d o w n  u p o n  the head, th e  b o d y , the legs. 
S trip p e d  o f  his stones, battered, eye sockets 
e m p ty, the g o d  still snarled. N o t  even an 
axe co u ld h a m m e r that a w a y.

M e llo d y ’ s heart seemed to  rise into  his 
th ro a t to  choke o ff his b re a th . W h e e z in g , 
b a b b lin g  curses, the m a d m a n  sw u n g  a ter
rib le  b lo w  fu ll  against the sn a rling m o u th . 
T h a t  b lo w  jarred loose the secret o f  the 
S h ik a n o i S iv a . A n  o v a l p o rtio n  o f  the 
h e a vily rid g e d  a bdo m e n  came loose in  re
sponse. B e h in d  it was a sparkle, a glitte r!

M e llo d y  shouted his tr iu m p h . H e  re 
peated the b lo w . T h e  secretly h in g e d  plate 
opened a little  w id e r. S m a ll stones trickled 
th ro u g h  and w e n t b o u n c in g  aw ay o ve r the 
flo o r. G lit te r in g  stones o f  m a n y colors—  
the Tre a su re  o f  S h ik a n o i! G u a r d e d  by the 
de a th-de a lin g snarl o f  Siva!

T-he axe sank in to  the u m bilica l crevice. 
I t  stuck fa st. M e llo d y  tu g g e d , w renched, 
p u lle d  w ith  th e  strength o f  ten m e n . T h e  
ho a rd e d treasure was lea kin g n o w  like  
grains o f  co rn  fr o m  a sp lit sack.

W i t h o u t  w a rn in g  the battered S iva  tu m 
bled o v e r, th ro w n  o ff  balance b y the fra n tic 
p u ll, and crushed d o w n  the m a n  beneath 
it. M e llo d y , p in n e d  o n  his ba ck, screamed 
w ith  p a in . Pearls, rubies, am ethysts, opals, 
em eralds, po u re d o u t u p o n  th e  floor to 
m o ck h im . Fla m e s lic k in g  h u n g r ily , a roar
in g  in  the air and in his ears, a n d  re d , re d , 
red e ve ryw h e re  in  the w o r ld .

Jo h n n y  approached h im  w a r ily . H e  
needed th a t axe. M e llo d y , lo o k in g  th ro u g h  
a red m ist, th o u g h t he  came a fte r the jew els. 
H e  claw ed th e m  to h im  like  a d y in g  m ise r. 
C a rp e n  snatched th e  axe an d g ro p e d  his 
w a y back to  the w in d o w . H e  ham m e re d and 
p o u n d e d  u n til the m etal-backed shutters 
gave w a y . T o n g u e s  o f  fire flicked at h im  
fr o m  the fla m in g  w o o d w o r k .

M e llo d y , p in n e d  d o w n  b y the S iva  in  the 
doom ed ro o m , sobbed and cursed b y tu rn  
as his fingers b lin d ly  gathered closer to  his 
b o d y the n o w  useless Tre a su re  o f  S h ik a n o i. 
Scorched and sing e d, J o h n n y  C a rp e n  d ive d  
h e a d lo n g  th ro u g h  the rin g  o f  flam e. T h e  
darkness o f  n ig h t o n  P o n tic o  H i l l  w ra p p e d  
h im  in  safety th a t was lik e  a cool caress 
a fte r a te rrib le  fe ve r.



Three Times in as Many Days the Stolen Stallion Changed Hands

H E  A r iz o n a  m o o n lig h t played 
tricks a m o n g  the squat ju n i
pers d o ttin g  the M o o n s to n e  
rancho. T h e  b ru sh , the red 
earth, the occasional outcrops 

o f  rock appeared to  float in a m ist o f  trans
parent silve r. W a n d e r in g  o ve r to  the south
east corner o f  the horse pasture w ith  his 
o ld  c o m p a n io n , Piecrust, the y o u n g  stallion 
Pericles stood d ro w s in g  in the shadow  o f  a 
ju n ip e r. A  fu g itiv e , desperately in  need o f  
a fresh horse w o rm e d  u n d e r the fence. T h e  
y o u n g  stallion  sharpened his ears. H i s  neck 
tin g le d  w ith  a pprehension. In c h  b y inch the 
m an w o rk e d  to w a rd  the deeper shadow s o f  
th e  jun ipe rs. Pericles sn orted , w h ir le d . T h e  
lo o p  o f  the fu g itiv e ’ s rope rose an d spread 
w ith  a soft hiss. Pericles ran straight into it.

E a r ly  th a t m o r n in g , J im m y  H o b b s  rode 
o ve r to the M o o n s to n e  ranch. T h e  T r ia n g le  
o u tfit was g iv in g  a dance. W o u l d n ’t M r s . 
A n n e rs le y  d riv e  o ve r and fetch a lo n g  B u c k  
and his fiddle?

M a  A n n e rs le y  w a sn ’ t so sure she could 
com e. B u t w o u ld n 't  J im m y  ha ve  another 
cup o f  coffee. J im m y  w o u ld . A n d  w h o  had 
been r id in g  that sorrel o ve r east o f  the horse

pasture, that stuck his leg in  a pra irie  do g 
hole and h a d  to be shot? M a  An n e rsle y was 
p u z z le d . T h e r e  w ere n o  sorrel horses in 
M o o n s to n e  pasture. A f t e r  Jim m y  had le ft 
she spoke to the fo re m a n , w h o  investigated. 
S o m e b o d y , rid in g  a sorrel som etim e recent
ly  h a d  stolen, n o t on e  o f  the th irty  regular 
cow  ponies then in  pasture, b u t Pericles, 
P e te r’ s Pericles!

M a  A n n e rs le y  k n e w  w h a t that m eant. 
Pe te r love d  that y o u n g  stallio n . H e  w o u ld  
trail h im  and fetch h im  back i f  it to o k all 
su m m e r. M a  A n n e rs le y  was n o t one to 
m o u rn  unnecessarily. Y e t  tears fille d her 
eyes as later that m o r n in g  she ga zed  at the 
lo n e  rider crossing th e  M o o n s to n e  pasture. 
" B u t  i f  he h a d n ’t g o n e ,”  she reflected, "a n d  
h im  caring fo r  that horse lik e  he does, it 
just w o u ld n ’ t ha ve  been P e te r .”

MA N Y  m iles n o rth  o f  the M o o n s to n e , 
in the A n v i l  B u tte  desert, Pericles 

chose the w o rst piece o f  g o in g  they h a d  yet 
struck to  snatch the re in , h id e  his head and 
break in  tw o . R id  o f  his strange rid e r 
Pericles ran u n til his excitem ent died d o w n . 
M o u n ta in  b re d , h e  began to  w o r k  back to 
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w a rd  his o w n  co u n try . A s  he reached the 
fo o th ills  w est o f  A n v i l  B u tte  th e  coils o f  
ro p e , da n cing o n  th e  saddle h o r n , fe ll and 
became en tan gled in  a ro o t. H e  was cau ght. 
B u t  he  k n e w  better th a n  to strug gle . T h e  
stars fa d e d . F la m in g  lances o f  the sun shat
tered in  showers o f  g o ld  o n  distant butte 
and pin n acle. F u g itiv e  a n d  flig h t fo rg o tte n , 
Pericles drow sed in  the w a rm th  o f  d a w n .

S h o rty and his p a rtn e r h a d  h a d  an a rg u 
m en t that m o rn in g , a bitte r a rgum en t about 
th e  responsibility fo r  a stretch o f  d o w n  
fence and some stray saddle stock. T h e y  ha d 
le ft  the line shack w ith o u t eating bre akfast, 
and had been co m b in g  the fo o th ills  o f  the 
D e v i l  range since daybreak. A s  they rode 
out o n to  a sm a ll, grassy o p e n in g , S h o rty 
stopped. A b o v e  th e  bru sh opposite lo o m e d  
the head an d ears o f  a m agn ificen t horse. 
B u t  die tall pu n che r was first to d ism o u n t 
and u n tan gle  the rope tha t h e ld  the stray.

F a r  back in  th e  h ills , m a n y hours fr o m  
d ie  M o o n s to n e , th e  ta ll pu n ch e r m ade a 
tin y  fire a m o n g  the pines, th re w  and h o g - 
tied Pericles and heated a ru n n in g  iro n . 
" N e v e r  been b r a n d e d ,”  he said, as he 
stooped to take th e  iro n  fr o m  the fire. " I ’ ll  
just m ake h im  som ebody's horse.

" W h o s e , m ebb y?”
T h e  tall puncher paused. W a s  that an y o f 

S h o rty's  business? T h e y  a rg u e d , each claim 
in g  th e  stray stallio n . S to o p in g  again to 
reach fo r  d ie  iro n , th e  ta ll pu n c h e r b u rn t 
his h a n d . S h o rty lau g h e d .

T h e  tall m a n  w h irle d  about. T h e y  w e n t 
'fo r  d ie ir gu n s, fir in g  s w iftly . Pericles 
heaved and strug gled in  a fr e n z y  o f  fear. 
T h e  tall m a n  sank slo w ly and lay in  a g ro 
tesque h u d d le . S h o rty , w h o  had been h it 
tw ice, k n e w  h e  h a d n 't  lo n g  to stay. H e  
stared at the captive stallion . " H o w  m uch 
am  I  bid? G o in g  ,  . . g o in g  . . . stout, h a n d y , 
kn o w s cow  w o r k  . .  . h o w  m uch am  I  b id ? ”  
S tu m b lin g  to w a rd  th e  stallion  h e  fu m b le d  
at the ropes. Pericles lu n g e d  u p  and rock
eted d o w n  th ro u g h  die  tim b e r o f  the m o u n 
tainside. S h o rty w a ve d  his h a n d . " S o  lo n g , 
som ebody’ s ho rse !”

DI S T R U S T  o f  m e n  and a n e w  h u n g e r 
fo r  fre e d o m  urged the y o u n g  M o o n 

stone stallion o u t and aw ay fr o m  the shad
o w y  forest la n d  into  the a ll-visib le  o f  flat, 
sheer space. H e a d  u p , m ane a n d  tail plum es

o f  sm oke o n  the breeze, he g ra d u a lly  began 
to  s w in g  ro u n d  the arc o f  a great circle tha t 
w o u ld  take h im  back to the south country 
and M o o n s to n e .

O v e r  to w a rd  Socorro a B a r Cross cow boy 
became aw are th a t his o w n  m o u n t had 
stopped and was g a zin g  at so m e diin g in the 
b ru sh . A  stray slant o f  su n lig h t struck d o w n  
o n  the b ro n ze  head a n d fo r e fr o n t o f  a horse, 
its nostrils red rim m e d , its eye sh o w in g  
w h ite . Jo h n n y  m o ve d  his m o u n t arou n d the 
ju n ip e r th ic ke t. " G o s h -a m ig h ty !”  he m u r 
m u re d  as he saw Pericles. I t  was a stiff 
chase, u p  that rock-strew n wash' and the 
y o u n g  stallion m ig h t have escaped h a d  he 
n o t u n w ittin g ly  ru n  in to  a sheer w a ll at the 
head o f  th e  canyon. Pericles fo llo w e d  sul
le n ly  as th e  B a r  Cross h a n d  led h im  d o w n  
an d o u t o f  the w a s h , the u n w illin g  p ro p e rty 
o f  the th ird  m a n  w h o  h a d  captured h im  in 
less than  tw o  days.

W h e n  Jo h n n y  led  Pericles u p  to  the 
stone house th a t e ve n in g  his p a rtne r G e n e  
was flo u rin g  a cou ple o f  b ig  fresh steaks. 
G e n e  loo k e d  u p  lo n g  e n o u gh to  appraise 
the M o o n s to n e  horse. “ H m . ”  H e  slapped 
a steak into  the skille t. " N o  b ra n d . N o  
rid e r. T a r  B a b y , I 'd  call h i m .”

" O n l y  h e ’s a r o a n .”
" A n d  an a w fu l  lo t o f  horse. Y o u  d id n ’t 

say lo a n , d id  yo u ? ”  G e n e  g a ze d  dre a m ily at 
the s izz lin g  steak. " S a y , m a n  Jo h n n y , you 
w o u ld n ’t  th in k  o f  selling a horse that d id n ’ t 
b e lo n g  to  y o u , w o u ld  you? I  m e a n , selling 
h im  to a f r i e n d .”

" H e ’ s s o ld !”  said Jo h n n y  p ro m p tly .
A n d  m uch t o  his surprise, his partner 

G e n e  p ro m p tly  handed h im  th irty  do llars.

TR A I L I N G  the stolen horse to the g e n 
eral n e ig h b o rh o o d  o f  M a g d a le n a , Peter 

A n n e rs le y  o f  the M o o n s to n e  learned that 
tw o  cow hands had been fo u n d  shot to  death 
beside the ashes o f  a sm all fire, fa r  u p  in  
the D a t i l  h ills . A  short iro n  was fo u n d  in 
the ashes. T h e i r  o w n  m o u n ts had been ac
counted f o r , b u t n o t die  tracks o f  a horse 
the y had been le a d in g . C o n vin c e d  th a t the 
trage d y was in  some w a y  connected w ith  the 
p rid e  o f  the M o o n s to n e  c a viyard , Peter 
d r ifte d  o ve r to  the B a r  Cross horse pasture. 
Jim p s o n  W e e d  was alone an d g la d  to  see 
the o w n e r o f  the M o o n s to n e . G r u m b lin g ly  
he to ld  Peter that G e n e  an d Jo h n n y  h a d
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g o n e  ca n te lo pin g o ff som ew here, pro b a b ly 
to Socorro to  p la y p o k e r. B u t  w h y  they to o k 
a pack horse a lo n g  w ith  ’ e m , was a m ystery.

T h e  fo llo w in g  m o r n in g  Pe te r A n n e rs le y  
to o k the trail o v e r the m o u n ta in . T h e  sign 
h e  read p u z z le d  h im . A  le d  horse h a d  
bro ke n  aw ay fr o m  som eone a n d  headed o u t 
into  the desert. T h e  tracks corresponded w ith  
those he had been fo llo w in g  f o r  three days. 
Peter fo llo w e d  th e m  u n til he discovered 
th a t the y o u n g  stallio n  h a d  headed u p  into  
the h ig h  m eadow s o f  T h u n d e r  M o u n ta in . 
T h u n d e r  M o u n ta in ! T h a t  was Ju d s o n  H a m -  
m il ’s stam pin g g ro u n d . A n d  " H o r s e  th ie f ’ ’ 
was m erely one o f  the m ild e r term s a p p lie d  
to  th e  H a m m ils . B u t  P e te r h a d  com e a lo n g  
w ay an d w o u ld  g o  a lo n g  w a y fu rth e r to 
recover his fa v o rite  m o u n t. H e  h a d  b o u g h t 
and pa id fo r  h im  w ith  sweat an d tro u b le . 
W i t h  the in fin ite  patience o f  the m a n  w h o  
w in s anim als to  his w il l  rather th a n  breaks 
th e m , he had w o n  Pericles to his use an d 
pleasure. W h i l e  Pe te r to o k a p a rdo n a ble  
p rid e  in  his ho rse m an sh ip, in  his q u ie t w a y 
he to o k an even greater p rid e  in  his a b ility 
to  keep th a t fo r  w h ic h  h e  h a d  strive n .

SE A R C H I N G  fo r  grass and w a te r, P e ri
cles traveled a lo n g  the fo o th ills , by 

degrees w o r k in g  u p  in to  the T h u n d e r  
M o u n ta in  tim b e rla n d s. A g a i n  he h a d  es
caped fr o m  his captors. W a i t i n g  till the 
tw o  B a r  Cross m e n  stopped fo r  a b rie f n o o n  
rest, th e  a p p a re n tly docile stallion su dde n ly 
reared, lu n g e d  fo rw a rd  an d snapped the 
rope. B e fo re  the surprised cow boys could 
get to their m o u n ts he was too fa r to  be 
o ve rtak e n .

N o w , his m ane and fo re to p  bu n ched w ith  
cockle b u trs , his sides caked w ith  dust an d 
sw eat, he d rifte d  fr o m  m e a d o w  to  m e a d o w , 
prospecting his n e w  d o m a in . T h a t  n ig h t he 
sought an o pen spot o n  the m ou n tain sid e  
an d caught u p  a little  o n  his sleep. A t  d a w n  
h e  began to  g ra ze  slo w ly a lo n g  the b ro a d , 
tim b e red crest o f  the ra ng e, w o r k in g  south. 
T h e  distant M o o n s to n e , w ith  its fa m ilia r 
pastures, the Sou the rn  mesas and the S o u th 
ern h ills , w e re  callin g h im  back.

A s  he approached a grassy o p e n in g , he 
be lle d his nostrils, and his crest ro u n d e d  in 
a n  autocratic arch. T h e i r  colts beside th e m , 
a b a n d  o f  mares p lo d d e d  a lo n g  one o f  the 
trails— th e  steeldust mares o f  th e  H a m m ils .

A t  sight o f  Pericles they s to p p e d , heads u p , 
ears sha rply curious, th e ir colts im ita tin g  
th e m  w ith  ju v e n ile  intensity. L i k e  a bat
talio n  o f  bugles the echoes answered P e ri
cles’ challenge. S o m e bo dy'^ horse? N o w  
he belonged to the w il d . H e r e  was a fa m ily  
such as he  w o u ld  have chosen; a fa m ily , and 
a h o m e .

A g a in  w ith  his k in d  the y o u n g  stallion 
to o k his natural place in the scheme o f  
th in g s . Fo rg o tte n  w ere Piecrust, Peter A n 
nersley, a n d  the M o o n s to n e  co u n try. T h e re  
w as n o  u rge to  leave these n e w -fo u n d  pas
tures.

Pericles ran w ith  the mares, secure in his 
n e w -fo u n d  fre e d o m . H e  learned the trails 
fr o m  m e a d o w  to m e a d o w , the w ate r holes, 
the sparsely tim b e red peaks and the w o o d e d  
canyons. H a l f  w il d , th e  steel-dust mares o f  
the H a m m ils  roam ed m u ch . T h e i r  range 
was u n fe n c e d , yet they m ade n o  effort to 
leave it. M o u n ta in  b re d , they shunned the 
lo w  co u n try . O n l y  w h e n  snow  came d id  
th e y d r ift  d o w n  to the lo w e r reaches, g ra z
in g  in B lu e  C a n y o n , H o r s e  T h i e f  H o l l o w , 
and alon g the desert fo o th ills .

MA N Y  m iles fr o m  the H a m m i l  h o m e 
stead, the mares and colts m o ve d  la z

ily  in  the n o o n  heat, g r a zin g  a lo n g  the 
south slope o f  T h u n d e r  M o u n ta in . H e a d  
u p , his m ane ruffled, his eyes o n  the edge o f 
tim b e r b e lo w , Pericles stood sn iffing the 
lig h t breeze. F a in tly  there came to h im  the 
smell o f  a sw eating horse to ilin g  u p  tire 
tra il. Presen tly he caught th e  sm ell o f  m a n . 
H i s  ears flattened and he  sw u n g  his head 
lik e  a fig h tin g  stallion w h e n  about to attack. 
E v e r y  fibe r in  h im  to ld  h im  to  ru n , b u t curi
osity h e ld  h im . F ir s t  he w o u ld  see w h a t he 
was ru n n in g  fr o m . H e  stiffened to a statue 
w h e n  th e  head a n d  shoulders o f  a m an ap
peared, and the head and fo r e fr o n t o f  a 
horse. S u d d e n ly he k n e w  the horse and 
k n e w  the m a n . I t  was Pe te r A n n e rs le y , and 
the o ld  cow  p o n y , W a l k i n g  J o h n .

Pericles h a d  begu n  to revert to  the w ild  
state. F o r  a w e e k he had n o t seen a hu m a n  
b e in g . Y e t  the o ld  a u th o rity , the o ld  s ig n ifi
cance still h e ld . T h e  ve ry fact th a t he was 
fre e  a n d  could ru n  m ade h im  ind epen den t 
o f  fear.

" W e l l ,  P e r r y !”  L o w  and even came 
P e te r’s fa m ilia r g re e tin g.
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Pericles’ ears tw itc h e d . T h e  p rim itiv e  
tu g g e d  at h im . A g a in s t it he  fe lt the p u ll o f  
habit and curiosity. Pe te r sat his m o u n t 
sim p ly lo o k in g  at Pericles. I f  he could come 
near e n ough to  use his voice w ith o u t star
tlin g  the distant mares, he m ig h t capture 
h im . U r g i n g  his horse fo rw a rd  a fe w  yards 
he stopped again. O n e  o r tw o  o f  the mares 
raised th e ir heads and stared.

" N ic e  fa m ily  y o u ’ ve g o t ,”  Pe te r spoke 
as th o u g h  to a h u m a n  c o m p a n io n . " G o o d  
grass, t o o .”  Pericles flicked an ear. Pe te r 
m o ve d  his horse fo rw a rd  again. W is e  an d 
dependable W a l k i n g  Jo h n  seemed to k n o w  
w h a t was expected. A s  Pericles show ed 
signs o f  b o ltin g , the o ld  cow  p o n y  stopped. 
" Y o u ’ re n o t w i l d ,”  said P e te r, ch u cklin g . 
" Y o u  o n ly  th in k  y o u ’ re w ild . W h a t  say i f  
w e bo th behave ourselves, a n d jo g  back 
ho m e  together?”

N o  vib ra tio n  o f  overanxiousness ran 
fr o m  the so lid , q u ie t m an w h o  faced h im . 
Pe te r’ s lo w , easy in to n a tio n  to ld  th e  y o u n g  
stallion th a t his o w n e r w as in  a frie n d ly  
m o o d . W a l k i n g  Jo h n  was n o w  w ith in  a fe w  
feet o f  the y o u n g  stallio n . Pe te r k n e w  that 
the slightest m o ve  to w a rd  his rope w o u ld  
end th e ir v is it. I f ,  h o w e ve r, he co u ld get 
near e n o u gh to  even slip his ba n da n n a  o ve r 
Pericles’ neck, the y o u n g  stallion w o u ld  
stand.

W i t h  casual ease Pe te r dism o u n te d and 
let the reins fa ll . H e  stood at W a l k i n g  
Jo h n ’ s sh o u ld e r. W a l k i n g  J o h n ’ s head came 
u p , as Pericles w h in n ie d  s o ftly . T h e y  
touched noses. H i s  fa d e d  blu e  b a n d a n n a  in  
his h a n d , Pe te r w ip e d  his fo re h e a d . " Ju s t  
suppose,”  he said q u ie tly , as h e  m o ve d  im 
perceptibly u p  to  the stallio n , " I  slip- m y  
h a n d  u p , so .  . Pericles q u iv e re d  as he 
fe lt d ie  tw isted ba n da n n a  across his neck. 
O f  all thin gs h e  feared the rope. T o  all in
tents and purposes, h e  was again a captive. 
Y e t  he experienced no sense o f  b e in g  mas
tered. G o o d  nature, frien d lin e ss, h u m o r 
radiated fr o m  his o w n e r. O n e  o f  the distant 
mares w h in n ie d — a s h rill, startled call that 
b ro u g h t the o th e r mares ro u n d , heads u p . 
Pericles w h ir le d , sn orted , stood fo r  an in 
stant w a tc h in g  th e  mares, then  b ro ke  aw ay 
and rocketed d o w n  the m e a d o w .

T h e  ba n d  bunched an d d ro ve  to w a rd  the 
distant tim b e r. F o r  a second o r tw o  W a l k i n g  
Jo h n  w atched th e m , then low e re d  his head

and w'ent to  g r a zin g . T u c k in g  the bandanna 
back in to  his po cke t, th e  o w n e r o f  the 
M o o n s to n e  m o u n te d  and d r ifte d  o n  d o w n  
th e  south slope o f  the m o u n ta in . I t  had 
taken Ijim  tw o  weeks to  tra il an d locate the 
lost stallion— tw o  w eeks o f  difficult track
in g , chance m eals, indiscrim inate sleeping 
places. N o r  had he had any h e lp . Peter 
A n n e rs le y  to ld  n o  one w h e re  he w as jo u r 
n e yin g  n o r w h y . Such new's w o u ld  ru n  
ahead o f  h im , h a m p e r and possibly frustrate 
h im .

NO W ,  as he d rifte d  d o w n  the w o o de d 
tra il he saw in perspective a lo n g  and 

stiff ca m pa ign . A l o n e , u n a id e d , it w o u ld  be 
n e x t to im possible to  ru n  Pericles d o w n  and 
rope h im . T h e  range was too spacious, the 
co u n try too ro u g h . H e  m ig h t m a ke  a deal 
w ith  the H a m m ils . B u t  once aw are o f  P e ri
cles’ q u a lity , and tha t h e  carried n o  b ra n d , 
chances w ere th e y w o u ld  claim  h im  an d d e 
m a n d  a stiff price fo r  h im . O r  agree to  
catch h im  u p  a n d re turn  h im — an d they 
w o u ld  never d o  th a t. Ju d s o n  H a m m i l , 
fa th e r and ch ie f o f  the clan— Peter and he 
had p u n che d cows to g e th e r, years ago, 
d o w n  o n  the T o n t o — had become the m ost 
no to rio u s horse th ie f in  N e w  M e x ic o .

Peter w e n t w a r ily . A s  he rode d o w n  the 
lo n g  w in d in g  tra il, he reached in  his vest 
pocket an d d re w  fo r th  a cartridge. H e  gazed 
at th e  po lishe d brass, the blu n t-n o se d lead. 
F o r  o v e r tw e n ty  years he h a d  carried that 
solitary shell, a m e m e n to  o f  the T o n t o  
B a sin  w a r . H e  tucked the cartridge back 
into  his vest pocket. Ju d  H a m m il  had n o t 
alw ays been o u tla w . O n c e  Peter and he had 
been frie n d s . Perhaps it w o u ld  be just as 
w e ll to  g o  direct to h im  and dem an d his 
p ro p e rty. B u t  Pe te r w as du b io u s. T h e r e  
w e re  H a m m i l ’s sons to  be reckoned w ith . 
Necessarily clan n ish, th e y decided all ques
tions b y o pen v o te . E v e n  i f  Ju d s o n  w ere 
w illin g  to  re tu rn  the stallio n , it was lik e ly 
his sons w o u ld  v o te  h im  d o w n .

TH E  n e xt day Pe’ter A n n e rs le y  rode u p 
to  the m o u n ta in  hom estead, described 

Pericles, and to ld  the H a m m ils , s im p ly , tha t 
he w an te d h im . T a l l  black-bearded Ju d s o n  
H a m m il  tu rn e d  to his sons— Ira  and B re n t, 
and the h u n chba ck, F i n n . Ira  a n d  B r e n t, 
lo a fin g  at th e  lo n g  table in  th e  b ig  m o u n 
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tain cabin, said they w e re n ’ t interested in 
the stallion.

" I  k n o w  A n n e r s le y ,”  said Ju d s o n  H a m -  
m il.

F in n  lau g h e d . "S in ce  w h e n  ha ve  w e  been 
tu rn in g  o ve r u n b ra n d e d  stock to  an yb o d y 
that asks fo r  'e m ? ”
• ” H e ’ s m y  h o rs e ,”  said Pe te r.

A w a r e  o f  F in n 's  a ttitu d e , Ju d s o n  H a m - 
m il to ld Pe te r he could have the stallion 
b u t tha t h e ’ d have to catch h im  u p  h im s e lf. 
T h is  Peter k n e w  he could n o t d o . F i n n , 
w ash in g the supper dishes, jerk ed  his flo ur 
sack apro n  o ff , and flin g in g  it o n  the flo o r, 
stam ped o n  it . " I  v o te  n o !”  he cried in 
shrill fu r y .

" T h a t ’ ll d o ,”  said Ju d s o n  H a m m i l . 
W h e re a t F i n n , subject to  epileptic fits, be
came so vio le n t that his brothers h a d  to  
h o ld  h im . F in a lly  the y carried h im  to  a 
b u n k , fr o th in g  an d m u tte rin g . F o r  a w h ile  
Peter and the H a m m ils  casually discussed 
stock, g ra zin g  and the cattle m a rk e t. W h e n  
F in n  had quieted d o w n , his fa th e r asked 
h im  i f  he ha d reconsidered his vo te .

T h e  h u n chba ck’ s voice w as a vicious 
w h isp e r. " I  v o te  n o !”

" A l l  r ig h t, J u d .”  P e te r rose, an d declin 
in g  an o bvio u sly insincere in v ita tio n  to stop 
till m o r n in g , m o u n te d  and rode o n  d o w n  
the m o u n ta in sid e.

IT  W A S  lo n g  past m id n ig h t w h e n  he ar
rive d  at his headquarters— M a n u e l 

V a c a ’ s place in the A r r o y o  H o n d o . H i s  
M e xic a n  frie n d  had new s. I t  had been w h is 
pered that th e  H a m m ils  w e re  expe ctin g 
tro u b le . T h e y  had stolen a bu n ch o f  horses 
fr o m  a rancho o ve r west o f  the m o u n ta in , 
horses, M a n u e l e x p la in e d , th a t h a d  p re v i
ously been stolen b y th e  Y a n c y  boys. " T h i e f  
steal fro m  t h ie f ,”  declared M a n u e l. " A n d  
that is b a d . F o r  a lo n g  tim e , the Y a n c y  
vaqueros and the H a m e e ls ha ve  ha d that 
bad fe e lin g . N o w  it w ill  be th e  b ig  fig h t, 
no?"

Peter d ra n k  h o t coffee and disposed o f  a 
plate o f  beans as he p o n de re d the possibili
ties. T h e  o ld  M e x ic a n  o fte n  fre ig h te d  p ro 
visions u p  to  the H a m m ils . H e  k n e w  the 
h ill co u n try.

N e x t  da y, in  Socorro, Pe te r b o rro w e d  a 
carbine and b o u g h t a belt fu ll  o f  a m m u n i
tio n .

O n  a ledge above the tra il in  H o rs e th ie f 
C a n y o n , P e te r A n n e rs le y  lay w a tc h in g . A n  
occasional shaft o f  m o o n lig h t b ro k e  th ro u g h  
the clouded n ig h t sk y, d e fin in g  the stone 
corral im m e d iate ly b e lo w , the stone house 
some fift y  yards b e yo n d  it, and the trail 
le a d in g  d o w n  into  th e  som ber depths o f  the 
canyon. Saddled and b rid le d , fo u r  horses 
m o ve d  restlessly about the enclosure. O n e  
o f  the horses w as Pericles.

Ju st b e fo re  dust had settled d o w n , Ju d so n  
H a m m il  and his son Ir a  had rid d e n  d o w n  
fr o m  th e  m o u n ta in . Ea c h  led an e xtra horse. 
T h e y  w e re  h e a vily  a rm e d . A p p r o a c h in g  the 
stone house w ith  e xtre m e  caution, they 
scanned the trail b o th  u p  a n d d o w n  be fo re  
they entered.

H a v i n g  learned fr o m  the M e x ic a n  M a n 
uel that one o f  the H a m m ils  ha d captured 
Pericles and ha d h im  corralled at the h o m e 
stead, Pe te r set o u t o n  a n  expe rim e n ta l 
jo u rn e y . Pericles ru n n in g  w ith  the steel- 
dust mares was o u t o f  his reach. B u t  P e ri
cles in  a defin ite location w as q u ite  a d iffe r
ent m atter.

H e  had fo u n d  the H a m m i l  hom estead 
te m p o ra rily  a ba n do n e d. T h e r e  w as n o  one 
abo u t, an d no stock in  th e  corral. T h a t  
a fte rn o o n , w o r k in g  th ro u g h  the tim b e r to 
the head o f  H o r s e th ie f C a n y o n  o n  his w a y 
d o w n  to  th e  desert, Pe te r heard horses com 
in g . H e  barely m anaged to  reach the ledge 
w he re  he n o w  lay w h e n  the tw o  H a m m ils  
appeared. W h e n  Pe te r saw  Pericles he de
te rm in e d  to  recapture h im .

E v id e n tly  the H a m m ils  w e re  ta k in g  pre
cautions against a possible surprise by the 
Y a n c y s . A s  n o  on e  stood g u a rd  near the 
stone house, Pe te r surm ised that B re n t 
H a m m il  and the hunchback F i n n  w e re  on 
g u a rd  at the u p p e r end o f  th e  tra il. H i s  o n ly  
w a y o u t w as past th e  stone house, w h ic h  
he c o u ld n ’t pass w ith o u t b e in g  h e a rd . T h e  
canyon trail was n a rro w , w in d in g  and steep. 
N i g h t  was his o n ly  fr ie n d .

A s  he  stretched to ease his cram ped m us
cles, a dislod ged pebble fe ll to  the rock 
b e lo w . A  crack o f  lig h t show ed at the do o r 
o f  the stone house, and a shadow y figure 
stepped o u t. F o r  several seconds th e  m an 
stood liste n in g, then w e n t in . Peter 
shru gge d. I f  a dislod ged pebble could be 
heard th a t distance, there w as slim  chance 
o f  g e ttin g  aw ay w ith  Pericles.
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T h e  h o o t o f  an o w l floated across the 

du sky can yo n . T h e  corralled horses m o ve d  
about restlessly. W a i t i n g  u n til a barricade 
o f  clouds again b lo tte d  the m o o n , Peter 
picked u p  his rifle and m o ve d  cautiously 
a lo n g  the ledge. E n te r in g  the corral s w iftly , 
he spoke to Pericles in  a lo w  voice. T h e  
yo u n g  stallion w h irle d  and to o k ro u n d  the 
enclosure, the o th e r horses m ille d  w ith  h im . 
H u d d le d  in  a co rn e r, they stopped and faced 
h im . H e  heard som eone c o m in g  fr o m  the 
stone house. In  a fe w  seconds the cloud 
barricade w o u ld  pass the m o o n . T h e r e  was 
b u t one place to h id e . H e  lay d o w n  and 
ro lle d  u n d e r tire w ate r tro u g h .

T H E  o n c o m in g  footsteps reached the cor
ra l, Pe te r could hear the soft creak o f  

saddles as the horses breathed. F o r  a lo n g  
tim e the m a n  stood liste n in g  in the silence. 
A  slow  d r ip  fr o m  the w ater tro u g h  ke p t 
ta p p in g  P e te r’s face, bu t he dared n o t m o ve . 
T h e  gate creaked, an d the listener came 
o ve r to  th e  w ate r tro u g h . Peter could ha ve  
reached o u t and touched his boots. T ir e  
trickle o f  w a te r, ice c o ld , ran d o w n  P e te r’ s 
neck. F in a lly  the m o u n ta in  m a n  tu rn e d  and 
w a lke d  back to  the stone house.

Pe te r craw led o u t, and speaking Pericles’ 
nam e, w a lk e d  to w a rd  h im . I n  the m o o n 
lig h t the horses co u ld see w h a t Peter w as. 
T h e y  allo w ed h im  to  approach, S till speak
in g  to Pericles in  a lo w  voice, Pe te r reached 
u p  and caught h o ld  o f  his b rid le . T h e  o th e r 
horses stood q u ie tly w a tc h in g  h im  as he led 
Pericles o u t. T h e  trail past the stone house, 
clear in  the m o o n lig h t, van ish ed in  the shad
ow s o f  the distant canyon w a ll. C e rta in  that 
he could n o t pass the house u n he ard , he de
cided to  take it o n  the ru n . A s  f o r  m a k in g  
the sharp bend in the trail just beyond the 
stone house, th a t was one m o re  chance he 
had to  take.

Pericles, fre ttin g  to g o , leaped fo rw a rd . 
M o o n lig h t g lin te d  o n  a rifle barrel as one 
o f  the H a m m ils  stepped o u t. B e n d in g  lo w , 
Pe te r spurred the y o u n g  stallio n . A  sliver o f  
flam e, the crash o f  a sho t, the jo lt  o f  the 
im pact as Pericles d ro ve  straight in to  the 
m o u n ta in  m a n — an d horse a n d  rid e r sw ept 
o n  d o w n  the tra il. L e a n in g  w ith  his m o u n t 
as P e rid e s to o k the sharp bend o n  the run, 
Pe te r heard the w h istle  and crash o f  a sec
o n d  shot. " T h a t  w o u ld  be .the o ld  m a n .”

S lo w ly  he  to o k P e rid e s  in , cooled h im  to  
a w a lk , ta lke d  to  h im . A t  th a t q u ie t gait 
Pe te r could hear should any fo llo w . H e  
thrust his short rifle into  the e m p ty scab
ba rd . H o w  M a  A n n e rs le y  w o u ld  scold at 
such go in gs o n ! B u t M a  A n n e rs le y  w o u ld n 't  
k n o w , because she w o u ld n 't  ask questions. 
" I  see yo u  got P e rid e s . M y ,  b u t yo u  need a 
bath and a change o f  u n d e rw e a r!”  W e i l ,  he 
h a d  P e rid e s . B u t it was a lo n g  w ay to  bacon 
and coffee. A n d  about tim e , to o . T h e  d a rk 
ness had be gu n  to g r o w  th in n e r. F a r  o u t on 
the desert the edge o f  the eastern h ills 
show ed sharp against the cold gray o f  early 
d a w n .

R o u n d  bend a fte r b e n d  p lo d d e d  Pericles, 
still o n  tip to e , still h o t to r u n . A s  Pe te r dis
m ou n ted to  take u p  the loose cinch he 
th o u g h t he he a rd the distant patter o f  
h o o fs . A t  the n e xt b e n d  he  looked back. A  
horsem an was r o u n d in g  the b u lg e  o f  the 
canyon w a ll o n  the ru n . A s  m uch as he dis
lik e d  the risk, Pe te r let Pericles o u t. I t  was 
stiff g o in g , even fo r  the sure-footed stallion . 
R is k in g  his o w n  neck to  a vo id  k ill in g  a 
m a n , Peter w ished the o ther fe llo w  could 
o n ly  see it that w a y . B u t  w h o  was the o th e r 
fe llo w ?  O n e  o f  the Y a n c y s , o r o ld  m an 
H a m m il?

Fo a m -b re a ste d , his nostrils w id e , his ears 
sharp, P e rid e s  charged o n  d o w n  tire tra il. 
S lo w in g  to  cross a w ash strew n  w ith  b o u l
ders, he sped o n  o u t o n to  the sandy flat o f  
the desert. Pe te r glanced back. T h e  ta ll, 
black-bearded fig u re , recklessly s p u rrin g  
a fte r h im , was ju d s o n  H a m m il.

T h e  sun in his eyes, Pe te r A n n e rs le y  
headed fo r  A n v i l  B u tte . I f  he could keep 
just o u t o f  rifle shot, he could a vo id  a fig h t. 
T h e  H a m m ils  w ere b ig  m e n , th e ir m ounts 
h ill bred and h a rd y . P e te r h im s e lf was 
p re tty so lid , B u t  was there ever such a 
stout and b ig -h e a rte d  stayer as this particular 
Perides?

A n v i l  B u tte  loo m e d black an d som ber in 
the early sun. Lo o s e  re in e d , neck o u t
stretched, the m o u n ta in  m a n ’ s b ig  steel-dust 
g e ld in g  ran a scant three h u n d re d  yards be
h in d . A  fa in t p o p , an d a spent b u lle t 
p lo w e d  the sand alongside P e rid e s . Peter 
lo o k e d  back. Ju d s o n  H a m m i l  was still com 
in g  o n  at a  ru n . F a r  b e h in d  h im  bobbed the 
figures o f  several riders in p u rsu it. A g a in  
came that o m ino u s fa in t p o p . H a m m i l ’ s
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horse s w e rve d , b u t k e p t o n . " T h a t , ’ ’ said 
P e te r to  h im s e lf, " w o u ld  be th e  Y a n c y s .” 

So Ju d s o n  H a m m i l  was n o t the pursuer 
b u t the pu rsu e d! P e te r fo u n d  a g r im  h u m o r 
in  the situ a tio n . H a m m i l  was in a tig h t 
place. Pe te r w o u ld  n o  lo n g e r ha ve  to  e nter
ta in  h im . T h e  Y a n c y s  w o u ld  attend to  th a t.

I n  th e  b ro ke n  c o u n try s u rro u n d in g  A n v i l  
B u tte  Pericles slow ed to  a w a lk . H a m m il's  
horse, still p o u n d in g  o n  across the flat, had 
be gu n  to la g . B e fo re  Pe te r h a d  crossed a 
h u n d re d  yards o f  the ro u g h , lava-stre w n  
basin, H a m m il  h a d  sto p p e d , dism o u n te d 
and curled d o w n  b e h in d  a h ig h  o u tc ro p . 
Peter reined in . T h e  horse o f  the m o u n ta in  
m an w as either h it  o r b a d ly  w in d e d , an d 
H a m m il  was g o in g  to shoot it o u t w ith  his 
enem ies. N o w  that was lik e  o ld  times d o w n  
o n  the T o n t o . B o th  Pe te r and Ju d s o n  H a m 
m il had fo u g h t th ro u g h  th e  T o n t o  Basin 
w a r to ge th e r. T w e n t y , n o , tw e n ty-th re e  
years ago, reflected P e te r. B o th  kid s th e n . 
A n d  Ju d  was considered square those days, 
i f  yo u  w e re n ’ t too particular a b o u t angles. 
O n e  th in g — he was gam e.

PE T E R  co u ld feel the sun w a rm  o n  his 
s h o u ld e r; the same o ld  sun th a t m ade 

the T o n t o  B asin h e ll an d repeat. H e  dis
m o u n te d . B la ck w ith  sweat Pericles to o k  a 
lo n g  b re a th , shook h im s e lf. H a m m il's  p u r 
suers— there w ere six— h a d  begu n  to spread 
o u t. H a m m i l ’ s rifle  cracked. O n e  o f  the 
Y a n c y  horses d ro p p e d  a n d  ro lle d  o ve r.

" Ju s t s o ,”  said P e te r, le a d in g  Pericles be
h in d  the shelter o f  a huge angled o u tcro p . 
T y i n g  h im  to a ch u n k o f  lava  an d ta k in g  his 
short rifle , h e  m ade his w a y  to w a rd  the 
ro cky barricade w he re  Ju d s o n  H a m m il  la y.

A  fe w  yards back o f  H a m m i l , Peter 
stopped. " T a k e  it easy, J u d ,”  h e  said.

" G r a n d  advice— w ith  six o f  the Y a n c ys  
p o p p in g  at m e, and y o u r g u n  at m y  b a c k .”  
H a m m il  d id  n o t tu rn  his h e a d . A  b u lle t 
n ip p e d  the edge o f  the o u tc ro p  an d w h in e d  
o ff at a sharp angle.

" I ’ ll  side you f o r  a s p e ll.”  Pe te r, 
crouched, w o rk e d  to w a rd  the o th e r.

" S u it  y o u rs e lf.”  A g a i n  H a m m i l ’ s rifle 
b a rke d . A  distant rid e r, hatless, spurred 
fo r  cover.

A  fe w  yards back o f  the o u tc ro p , the 
m o u n ta in  m a n ’ s horse lay o n  its side. A  
glance to ld  Pe te r th e  g ra y w o u ld  n e ve r

get u p  a g a in . H a m m il  w as co o l, his eye 
steady as he glanced at P e te r. " Y o u r  
horse g iv e  o u t? ”

" N o ,  H e  had just begu n  to r u n .”
" T h e n  w h y  in hell d id  yo u  come back? 

Y o u ’ re o ld  e n o u gh to  k n o w  b e tte r.”
Pe te r g rin n e d . “ A n d  y o u 're  just as so

ciable as e ve r. N e e d  a n y h e lp ? "
H a m m i l  shook his h e a d. " T h e y  g o t past 

F i n n  and B re n t. Ir a ’ s crip pled so he can’t  
m o v e . B u t the o ld  m a n 's fe e lin g  healthy 
y e t .”

FO U R  o f  th e  Ya n c ys  had n o w  scattered 
to rig h t an d le f t , e vid e n tly  p la n n in g  

to ride ro u n d  an d take H a m m il  fr o m  the 
re ar. T w o  o f  the six w e re  n o t v is ib le ., O n  
his knees, H a m m il  peered o ve r the to p  
o f  th e  led ge. A  shot spattered sand in  hts 
face. T h e  m o u n ta in  m a n  spat. " N e v e r  was 
a Y a n c y  th a t could shoot w o r th  a d a m n .”  

" N o ? ”  said Peter A n n e rs le y  as a slug 
dro n e d  past and struck the dead horse. 
C a tc h in g  the angle fr o m  w h ic h  the shot 
came, H a m m il  tu rn e d  sideways and fire d .

"M is s e d  h i m ,”  said Pe te r. " H e a r d  it 
h it  a r o c k .”

"S u p p o se  yo u  try y o u r  h a n d ? ”
Peter assured H a m m i l  h e  was a mere 

spectator. H e  had n o  qu arre l w ith  the 
Y a n p y s . H a m m il  g ru n te d . H e  w o u ld n ’t  be
lie ve  P e te r A n n e rs le y  u n de r o a th . Peter 
g rin n e d . C o m e  to th in k  o f  it he  d id n 't  
have to  take an oath to  be be lie ved . " N o t  
even f o r  stealing cows?”  said H a m m il. 
" E v e r y b o d y  stole cow s, t h e n ,”  retorted 
Pe te r. " A n d  some stole horses.”  H a m - 
m il ’ s beard tw itc h e d . " G o t  a canteen?” 

" N o .  D r y ? ”
" N o .  B u t  I  expect to be, before I  get 

out o f  h e r e .”
" A n d  a lo n g  tim e  a fte rw a rd s .”
T h e r e  was an om inou s cessation o f  firin g . 

H a m m i l  lig h te d  his p ip e , counted his 
cartridges and glanced at P e te r’s w e ll filled 
b e lt. H i s  back to  the ledge, Peter w atched 
to“ the rig h t. H a m m il  w atched to the le ft . 
A  slug spattered o n  the lava b e h in d  w h ic h  
Pericles was tie d . Pe te r w a ite d . A n o th e r  
slug tossed a p u ff o f  sand at the base o f  
the rock. " H a v e  to stop t h a t,”  he  m u t
tered.

" A i n ’t a bad little  ho rse ,”  said H a m m i L  
“ W h a t  d id  yo u  pay fo r  h im ? ”
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P le n t y .”  Pe te r fired several shots at the 

lo w  barricade w here on e  o f  th e  Y a n c y s  la y. 
B u t  the concealed riflem an k e p t o n  firin g  
leisurely at Pericles.

" T r y i n g  to p u t us bo th a fo o t,”  g r u m 
bled H a m m i l. " C a n ’t y o u  get h im ? ”

" I  can keep h im  b u s y .”

W A T C H I N G  his chance to get the m an 
w h o  was sh o o tin g  at Pericles, Peter 

d id  n o t see the tw o  Y a n c y s  rid e  su dden ly 
out o f  an a rroyo n o t fift y  yards distant and 
spu r to w a rd  H a m m i l ’s barricade. B u t he 
heard the shots rip p le  fr o m  H a m m i l ’ s rifle 
lik e  p e ltin g  ra in .

" G o t  ’ e m ,”  said the m o u n ta in  m a n  casu
ally as he stopped sh o o tin g . B o th  m e n  w ere 
d o w n , and H a m m i l  had w a n to n ly  shot bo th 
horses as the y started to  ru n .

T h e  m a n  w h o  was fir in g  at Pericles ke p t 
o n  loosin g slug a fte r slug at the stallio n . 
B u c k lin g  d o w n  to  i t , Pe te r re turn e d the 
fire. H a m m i l , w hose p ip e  h a d  been shot 
fr o m  his m o u th  w h e n  the tw o  Y a n c ys  
charged, to o k  a chew  o f  sm o k in g  tobacco. 
H e  noted th a t P e te r’ s cartridge belt was 
about e m p ty. H a m m il  h im s e lf had p u m p e d  
die last cartridge fr o m  his W in c h e s te r. A n d  
in a ru n n in g  fig h t w ith  the Y a n c y s  as 
he  le ft  th e  stone house in  H o r s e th ie f C a n 
y o n , he h a d  also e m p tied  his six-shooter. 
B u t he w o u ld n ’ t let A n n e rs le y  k n o w  th a t.

Pe te r reached d o w n  to  his b e lt. H e  had 
used his last shell. H e  saw th a t Ju d s o n  
H a m m il  was in te n tly w a tc h in g  h im . I t  
was a q u izzic a l, cold lo o k , yet w ith  a touch 
o f  h u m o r in  it. P e te r’ s eye was d ra w n  
to a m o ve m e n t o ve r to w a rd  the le ft . F a r  
o u t, a rid e r appeared. Presen tly he was 
join e d b y  a n o th e r. T h e y  tu rn e d  th e ir horses 
to w a rd  the n o rth . T h e  Y a n c y s  had had 
e n ough o f  it.

T H E  desert sun had be g u n  to bite . Peter 
w ip e d  the sweat fr o m  his face. O n e  

o f  the w o u n d e d  horses was try in g  to  get 
u p . T h e  o th e r lay s tru g g lin g , its h in d  leg 
shattered. P e te r’s neck g re w  h o t. " Y o u  
d id n ’ t have to  d o  th a t, H a m m i l .”

" M e b b y  so. I  d id  i t .”
S lo w ly  Pe te r w a lk e d  o ve r to  the w o u n d 

ed horses, and m e rc ifu lly  ended th e ir  s u f
fe rin g . S lo w ly  he w a lk e d  back to  the b a r
ricade, p u n c h iv g  the e m p ty shells fr o m
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his g u n . H e  p a id  n o  a pparent a tte n tio n  to 
H a m m i l ’s interest in  the p ro c e e d in g .

" T h a t  w ill  be to o  b a d ,”  said H a m m i l, 
cocking his o w n  six-shooter.

" Ju s t  w h a t? ”
" T h e  lo n g  w a lk  ahead o f  y o u .”
"S o ? ”
"Ju s t so. I ’ l l  be ta k in g  the s ta llio n .”
" Y o u  m ean y o u ’ d set m e a fo o t? ” Peter 

sim ulated surprise.
" Ju s t th a t.”  H a m m il  gestured to the 

distant riders. " F i r s t , I ’v e  g o t an account 
to settle w ith  the Y a n c y s . Second, I  like 
the s ta llio n ."

“ B u t  there’s a re aso n ,”  said Pe te r.
" Y e s . A  g o o d  o n e . I  h o ld  i t .”
" I ’ve  g o t a b e tte r.”
H a m m i l ’ s deep-set eyes w ere fixe d on 

P e te r’ s h a n d  as he  reached in  his vest 
pocket. " H e r e  it  is ."  P e te r tu rn e d  a soli
ta ry , b lu n t-n o se d  cartridge in  his fingers. 
" T w e n t y  years ago— o n  the T o n t o . R e 
m e m be r the tw o  y o u n g  w ad dies w h o  stood 
o ff H a r lo c k ’ s w arrio rs in  th e  bad lands? 
S to o d  ’em  o ff— an d d ro ve  ’ em  o ff , b u t it 
to o k every last shot the y h a d ? ” P e te rs lip p e d  
the cartridge in to  the cylin d e r and w h irle d  
it on e  h o le  fr o m  center. " E v e r y  last cartridge 
b u t th is. Y o u  d id n ’t k n o w  I  had it. E v e n  
then  I  d id n ’ t trust y o u .”

" G o o d ! ”  said H a m m i l . " A n  even break. 
W e  can shoot it o u t .”

Pe te r shook his he a d. " I  w o n 't  dispute 
y o u r n e rve . N o b o d y  w o u ld . B u t  yo u r g u n  
is e m p ty .”  P e te r’s cool sm ile was discourag
in g . H a m m il  picked u p  his W in c h e s te r. 
F e a r in g  treachery, Pe te r w o u ld  n o t m o ve  
u n til he h a d  le ft . H a m m il  w a v e d  his h a n d . 
" W e l l ,  so lo n g , P e te .”

" S o  lo n g , J u d .”
T h e  m o u n ta in  m a n  h a d  gone b u t a fe w  

steps w h e n  Pe te r called to h im . H e  came 
back. Pe te r h a n d e d  H a m m i l  the m issing 
p ip e , its stem a stub. F o r  a second they 
stood each lo o k in g  th e  o th e r in  the eye. 
" T h a n k s ,”  said H a m m i l . T u r n in g , the 
m o u n ta in  m a n  strode to w a rd  the fa r fo o t
h ills , cursing an e m p ty g u n .

T e th e re d  b e h in d  the lava  o u tcro p , P e ri
cles stam ped a n d  p a w e d . A lw a y s  g u n sh y, 
the sho o tin g had stru n g  u p  his nerves.

P e te r, as he w e n t to  u n tie  h im , w histled 
so ftly  to  h im s e lf. R ico ch e tin g  fr o m  the 
o u tc ro p , a rifle b u lle t had cut the tie rope
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all b u t in  tw o . P e te r to o k  h o ld  o f  the rope 
c a re fu lly. T h e  y o u n g  stallion  came to  h im , 
and n o sin g  his sh o u ld e r, w h in n ie d  s o ftly . 

" Ju s t s o ,”  said Pe te r.
Pericles seemed a n xio u s to be g o in g  

h o m e . H e  w o u ld  h a ve  headed sou th. 
B u t Pe te r reined h im  to w a rd  the east. H e  
co u ld d o  n o th in g  fo r  th e  m e n  w h o  lay 
back there o n  the desert. B u t  h e  co u ld 
re po rt to  th e  coroner in  So co rro. " N o ,"  
h e  said as Pericles fre tte d  to  ru n . " N o  
h u r r y . W e  g o t a lo n g  p u ll a h e a d .”

T h e  m e n  back there o n  th e  desert. .  .  .

W e l l ,  the y h a d  p a id  in  th e  same coin they 
exacted. B u t the horses. T o  shoot th e m  
d o w n  w a n to n ly . . . . W h a t  a fo o l H a m m il  
h a d  been. H e  m ig h t ha ve  caught u p  one 
o f  th e m . A n d  i f  he h a d n ’ t shot th e m  d o w n  
he  w o u ld  ha ve  had a shell o r  tw o  le ft . A n d  
so— P e te r shrugged— w h o  w o u ld  n o w  be 
r id in g  Pericles.

T h r e e  w eeks a go , it w a s, h e  had set 
o u t to  fin d  h im . H a r d s h ip , scanty m eals, 
lo n g  chances, even the fig h t , w e re  m ere 
incidents. H e  h a d  recovered P e rid e s . T h a t  
w as really all that m atte re d.

SONG OF A ROLLING

STONE
B y  A R L E N  L U V A N O

T ’V E  sat in  the saddle a *r id in ’ all day 
■*- A - r o u n d i n ' u p  critters to  sell.
I ’v e  g o n e  to  the h ills  f o r  the d irt th a t w o u ld  p a y ,

A n d  fig u re d  o n  o il fr o m  a w d l .
I ’ v e  stoked in  a boat o n  the tropical seas,

I ’ ve  craw led th ro u g h  a ju n g le  o n  hands an d o n  knees, 
I ’ve  w o rk e d  w ith  the lum berjacks fe llin ’ b ig  trees,

A n d  just pla in  lo a fe d  fo r  a spell.

I ’v e  w h isp e re d sweet n o th in g s to b lo n d e  an d b ru n e tte , 
A n d  lau ghed a n d rid d e n  a w a y.

I ’ ve  k n e lt in  a church I  shall never fo rg e t,
F c e lin ’ I  needed to  p ra y .

I ’ve  cussed in  each language I  ever co u ld hear,
I ’ve  d ra n k  every b o o ze  fr o m  straight w h isk e y to beer, 

I ’ve g o n e  into  battle w ith o u t th o u g h t o f  fe a r,
A n d  called it all in  a day.

I ’ m  shiftless, fo lk s  say, and blam e m y  content 
I n  hours they figu re  a loss,

A s  i f  H e  w h o  pa tterned o u r life  never m eant 
A  m a n  to be his o w n  boss.

I  d o n ’t ow e  a d o lla r to  a frie n d  or to fo e ,
I ’m  alw ays go o d  natured and ready to g o ,

Perhaps I  a in ’ t w o rth  m u c h ; b u t th e n  I  d o n ’ t k n o w —  
Ju s t w h a t could I  d o  w ith  moss?



Almost Anyone Would Read a Swinging Skull as a Danger Sign

T h e  P en d u lu m  O f

T h e  S k u l l

By J. ALLAN DUNN

BU D  B A R R E T T  peered th ro u g h  
the stiltlike  stems o f  the pandanus 
g ro ve  that covered the ledge above 

I the w a te rfa ll, and saw the w e ft  o f 
canvas flyin g  at the m a in to p . H e  

was sailor e n ough to k n o w  that this was a 
signal o f  recall, to  guess that a sudden 
change in the barom eter, p ro p h e syin g  a s h ift 
o f w in d , had decided the skippe r o f  the 
Flying Cloud  to get o u t to searoom and 
deep w ate r, aw ay fro m  the shallow s and

coral ledges th ro u g h  w h ic h  the y had w o rk e d  
u p to the island in search o f  fre sh w ater.

T h e  casks w ere n o t yet fille d . H e  saw . 
th a t, b y s q u in tin g  d o w n  at the stream w here 
the m en labored u n d e r the u rge  o f  th e  first 
m ate. B u t  the signal was im p e ra tive . Ia  a 
few- m inutes they w o u ld  g q .

T h e  first m ate shouted his n a m e , cursed 
it v o lu b ly , b u t B u d  lay d o g g o , w r ig g lin g  
back u n d e r the broad leaves o f  a g ro u n d  
v in e , com pletely h id d e n .
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H e  was n o t g o in g  back. H e  had slipped 

aw ay just as he inte n de d d o in g  w h e n  he 
learned he was to  be in  the shore p a rty . H e  
had n e ve r been a w illin g  m em ber o f  the 
crew o f  th e  Flying Cloud, and n o w  the 
skip p e r, o r the o w n e rs , co u ld take the wages 
due h im , and w elcom e.

H e  was th ro u g h  w ith  a b u lly  m ate whose 
■ head he  ached to  p u n ch — b e lie v in g  he could 

d o  it  successfully— bu t w h o  fo u g h t w ith  
kicks an d b e la yin g  p in s , backed b y a g u n  
and official a u th o rity . H e  was sick o f  the 
stench o f  the f o ’c’sle, o f  th e  w recks o f  h u 
m a n ity  w ith  w h o m  he  was quartered an d 
rated— th o u g h  h e  a d m itte d  several o f  them  
w ere better seamen th a n  he was— tire d  o f  
the ba dly cooked fo o d . I t  w o u ld  have been 
d iffe re n t if  he had deliberately selected his 
b e rth . T h e n  he w o u ld  have g o n e  th ro u g h  
w ith  and sw allo w e d  his m e d icin e , b itte r as 
it m ig h t b e , bu t—

T h e  tw o  boats w ere le a vin g . T h e r e  had 
come a Strong and sudden w in d  fr o m  sea
w a r d , against the p re v a ilin g  trades. T h e  
reef-set coast had been su d d e n ly tran sfo rm e d 
fr o m  a w eather to a treacherous lee shore. 
C yru s B a rre tt, n o t yet accepted as A b l e  Sea
m a n , m eant little  in the face o f  that d a n g e r. 
T h e y  w o u ld  n o t care i f  he w ere m arooned 
on the island fo r  the rest o f  his l ife , eaten 
by the natives. H e  was n o t the first sailor 
w h o  had deserted.

B a rre tt hu g g e d  h im s e lf. T h e r e  was n o t 
m uch dan ger fr o m  cannibals, he fa n cie d , 
th o u g h  the bush tribes w ere said to  be w ild  
and dangerous savages. B u t  there was a tra d 
in g  station a lo n g  the coast, b e yo n d  the lava 
cape. T h e  creek there w as o n ly  a sha llo w  
o n e , and the skippe r had sailed past, in te n t 
o n ly  u p o n  re plen ishing the w ate r tha t had 
staled o n  h im  and sailing o n  d o w n  south 
to  the w h a lin g  g ro u n d s. A s  soon as the Fly
ing Cloud  was w e ll clear o f  the la n d , B u d  
m eant to w o r k  his w a y a lo n g  the shore to 
the station.

H i s  plans w ere h a zy . H e  th o u g h t he 
m ig h t be able to get some sort o f  a jo b , 
s p littin g  coconuts, ke e p in g  ta lly , a n yth in g  
— o r p la y in g  C ru so e . H e  had acted on an 
im pulse that was based o n  weeks o f  ill 
tre atm e n t. T h e  mates w ere bad e n o u g h , the 
skippe r w as a h e ll d riv e r, and w h a t was bad 
n o w  w o u ld  become intolerable once they g o t 
to  w h a lin g .

H e  had noticed fo o d  e nough since he had 
com e ashore— fish in the stream , fr u it  o f  
all sorts, coconuts, w ild  bananas, shaddocks, 
guavas, b re a d fru it, even orange trees. A n d  
fre e d o m . F re e d o m  fr o m  d irty  w e athe r, and 
a h o w lin g  m ate cursing h im  o n  to  u n fa m ilia r 
tasks, setting h im  to  all the d irty  w o rk  
aboard, m a k in g  a m a rk o f  h im , ca llin g  him  
''D u d e ”  w h ile  the c rin g in g  m e n  laughed at 
the feeble jo k e . F re e d o m  fr o m  the cockroach 
rid d e n  b u n k , and its m o ld y  mattress o f 
sodd en , insufficient straw .

H e  had his k n ife  fo r  defense against w ild  
beasts— i f  there w e re  a n y. H e  d id n ’ t believe 
the tribesm en w o u ld  bo th e r h im  b e fo re  he 
had g o t to the station. A n d  he had heard 
the second m ate ta lk in g  to  the doctor— as the 
cook was called— saying th a t the island was 
q u ite  a p o in t o f  call fo r  w halers w a te rin g  
n o rth  and south, and f o r  o th e r ships. H e  
could get a w a y, i f  the trad e r w o u ld n ’ t use 
h im — an y ship was better tha n  the Flying 
Cloud, b u ilt lik e  a b a rre l, w a llo w in g  ana 
p itc h in g  and rancid as an ancient lard ke g .

H e  stretched o u t lu x u ria n tly  in  the 
w a r m th , shaded fr o m  th e  sun that filtered 
d o w n  th ro u g h  th e  leaves. It  m ade him  
d ro w sy a n d , before h e  k n e w  it, he  was nap- 
p in g .

‘  W h e n  he w o k e , the sun had shifte d sev
eral degrees, the seaw ind was w re stlin g  
h e a vily  w ith  th e  tro p ic  g r o w th , fro n d e d  
boughs th ra sh in g , ripe fr u it  p lu m p in g  d o w n . 
T h e  Flying Cloud  was cla w in g  in to  the 
ga le , w o r k in g  o u t th ro u g h  a w id e  channel 
a m o n g  the reefs that n o w  show ed w h ite  
w ith  fo a m .

B u d  came d o w n  fr o m  the c liff , crossed 
the stream on sm ooth bo u lde rs, to o k  a d rin k  
on the fa r side, stuffed his stomach w ith  
o range-skinned bananas th a t tasted curious
ly  lik e  B a ld w in  apples, a n d , s k irtin g  the 
m a n g ro ve  belt that m asked the e x it o f  the 
creek, started to w o r k  d o w n  to the shore 
w here the tra ve lin g  should be easier and 
less hazardous than an attem pt to  strike 
th ro u g h  the thick bush.

It  was harder than he im a g in e d , the belt 
o f  m angroves fa r  w id e r, w h ile  the fu r y  o f 
the gale was a sto u n din g. B lu e  sky and sun 
had disappeared, the clouds were slate col
ored and lo w e rin g , and out o f  th e m  blew  
the strenuous w in d , that bo w e d  the tops o f 
the biggest trees and sent the palm s lashing
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lik e  w h ip s. W h e n e v e r  he g o t in to  the open 
it d ro ve  h im  staggering at a 'ta n g e n t back 
to shelter again , and came ro a rin g  th ro u g h  
the bush a fte r h im . T h e  ba rrie r reef was a 
w h ite  and sm o kin g  w a ll o f  spum e, the 
o rd in a rily  placid lago o n  was sudded w ith  
w in d b lo w n  fo a m , w ashed u p , flu n g  u p  in 
spo n gy masses.

B u d  d id n ’t  k n o w  it , b u t it was g e ttin g  
close to the ra in y season, to  the m on soon  
changes w ith  s w ift shifts o f  w in d  an d f u 
rious storm s. A l l  the w o n d e r o f  g o ld  and 
green a n d  azure had tu rn e d  in to  m o a n in g  
ga le , stru g g lin g  ve ge tatio n  that h a d  lost its 
luster, w h ile  the lig h t was flat and h a rd  and 
co ld .

A g a in  the sky appeared to close in . A  
ja ve lin  o f  laven d e r flam e rent it, flooded 
tu rb u le n t sea an d tossing forest w ith  its 
w e ird  le v in . H e  caught a glim p se o f  the 
Flying Cloud  fig h tin g  o u t u n d e r eased sail 
-— t h a n k fu l that he w as n o t p u n c h in g  at th e  
stiff canvas, ye lle d and sw o rn  at f o r  his 
clumsiness— and th e n , as i f  the b o tto m  had 
fa lle n  fr o m  a m ig h ty  cistern, the tropical 
d o w n p o u r b u rst, hissing in to  the lag o o n , 
th u d d in g  o n  th e  beach, b u ffe tin g  the leaves, 
c u ttin g  o ff  lig h t, all sense o f  location, b lin d 
in g  h im  as effectually as i f  he stood in  the 

tu m b lin g  spray back o f  the faffs at N ia g a r a .

TH E  w in d  d id  n o t cease. Its force was so 
trem endous th a t it angled the streams o f  

w ater, and sent th e m  w ith  a rush and a roar 
th a t blo tte d o u t e ve ryth in g , and rendered 
h im  in a m o m e n t sodd en , beaten; u n til he 
fe lt  bruised, flo u n d e rin g  about in  the edge 
o f  the bu sh, trip p e d , s tu m b lin g , flu n g  head
lo n g  b y  w r ith in g  lianas. H e  fo u n d  h im s e lf 
at last in  the m id st o f  the ro o t stems o f  a 
great fig -b a n ia n , w hose m ig h ty  thatch re
sisted even such a ra in  as th is . Pe n e tra tin g  
its d a rk m a ze  u n til he touched th e  m a in  
tr u n k , he stood c o w e rin g , co ld , sh ive rin g , 
th o u g h  the tem perature was close to  n in e ty, 
w a tc h in g  the eerie flicke rin g o f  the lig h tn in g  
checkering th e  tangle o f  the bu sh, listening 
to  the fr ig h t fu l  clam or o f  the lo n g  peals o f  
th u n d e r tha t w e n t r o llin g  o ve rhe ad.

I t  was a n ig h tm a re  o f  darkness, o f  dre ad, 
m a rke d  b y  the crash o f  some great tree, the 
fu rio u s , unceasing battery o f  the b o o m in g  
s u r f b o o m in g  a deep bass to  the w ild  o r 
chestra o f  w in d  and ra ia  an d th u n d e r. T h e

air was hard to  breathe. I t  was charged w ith  
unleashed statics, that he fe lt  crackling in 
his h a ir, that tin g le d  at his sh ru n ke n  fin g e r
tip s. H a l f  an h o u r ago and he had been 
p ro u d ly  confident o f  his o w n  cleverness, his 
o w n  a b ility , n o w  he fe lt  like  the least o f 
m ites, the m ost helpless o f  atom s, an ant at 
the m ercy o f  a w h ir lp o o l o r  c ra w lin g  o ve r 
a trench to p  w ith  a battle at its m ost a w fu l 
h e ig h t— powerless— a f ra id .

T h e n — su dde n ly as it had come— the gale 
passed. F ir s t  the ra in , sw eeping o n  lik e  a 
gray re g im e n t, the w in d  d r iv in g  a fte r it , the 
th u n d e r lu n g in g  in  sullen retreat, the d a r k 
ness l ift i n g , and the sun flin g in g  flashing 
lances o f  v ic to ry u n d e r its b lu e  ba n n e r.

C o lo r  and w a rm th  c o m in g  o u t. S p a rk lin g , 
d r ip p in g  leaves o f  e m e rald , ragged banana 
pennons l ift i n g  again , cockatoos screeching, 
birds c a llin g , the seas s lo w ly subsidin g, the 
p o u n d in g  breakers o n  the re e f stiff flin g in g  
spray that was n o w  haloed w ith  ra in bo w s.

B u d  came o u t o f  the ba n ia n  to fin d  h im 
se lf o n  a n a rro w  tr a il, less th a n  three feet 
w id e , its flo o r o f  d ir t packed solid b y g e n 
erations o f  naked h o rn y  fe e t, the bush o n  
either side w attle d  w ith  u n d e rg ro w th , vin e s, 
dose-set trees. T h e  air b le w  fresh fr o m  the 
sea, and carried o n  it th e  peculiar fragrance 
o f  the bush m in g le d  w ith  th e  salty ta n g —  
odors o f  ripe fr u it  an d heavy scented flow ers. 
H e  pushed o n  shorew ards, th a n k fu l fo r  the 
p a th , n o t re c o g n izin g  it fo r  a bushtrail 
u n til he came to w he re  it ended o n  a strip 
o f  sh in g le . H e r e  he saw , asw in g fr o m  a 
ba m bo o  lik e  a- g risly p e n d u lu m , a hum an 
s k u ll, sign o f  tabu, w a r n in g  th a t the trail 
was trap p e d  w ith  pits an d poison ed stakes, 
w ith  am bushed spears an d arrow s triggered 
fo r  the u n w a ry .

L u c k  had been w ith  h im . T h e  lo w e r end 
o f  th e  pa th  that he had traversed was h a rm 
less. H e  lost n o  tim e  in  le a vin g  the g rim  
v ic in ity , th o u g h  he w e n t w ith  the feel be
tw een  his shoulder-blades o f  an ever th re a t
e n in g  spear flu n g  fr o m  c o ve r.

T h e  tid e  was g o in g  o u t, and he le ft  the 
bush alone, th o u g h  his th irs t g re w  as the 
h o t sun w a rm e d  h im , d rie d  h im , and then 
threatened to  sap his v ita lity .

G lo b u la r  b u s h -fru it te m p te d  h im , h a n g 
in g  g o lde n  and e n ticin g  b u t, to  B u d , they 
w ere b u t apples o f  S o d o m , fille d w ith  the 
ashes o f  death.
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WA D I N G ,  e va d in g  qu ic ksan d , m a k in g  
s w ift  traverse o ve r beaches o f  crushed 

and tin y  shells, cla m b e rin g  o ve r flin ty  lava 
p ro m o n to rie s, he h u rrie d  o n , w ith  b u t one 
th o u g h t— to reach the tra d in g  station. T h e  
s w in g in g  sku ll was in his m in d ’ s eye, that 
inhospitable sign board o f  the tropical ju n g le  
he had lo o k e d  u p o n  as an in n  w h e re  fo o d  
was f o r  the p lu c k in g , an d sleep a d e lig h t. 
H i s  im a g in a tio n , stim u lated b y all th a t he 
had heard and read o f  th e  savage isles o f  
the S o u th  Seas, began to  rid e  h im  lik e  an 
e vil h a g  u p o n  his shoulders, b rin g in g  o n ly  
one c o m fo r t, a rem em brance that the tra d 
in g  stations were said to  be co m pa rative ly 
safe these days— f o r  fe a r o f  reprisal— and 
that so lo n g  as on e  k e p t to  th e  beach in 
th e ir im m e diate  n e ig h b o rh o o d  there was 
n o t m uch to  fe a r.

T h e  mates in charge o f  the tw o  w a te rin g  
boats h a d  been a rm e d , and they had b ro u g h t 
a lo n g  some rifles in th e  boats. A t  the tim e 
B u d  had th o u g h t these precautions p e rfu n c 
to ry , th o u g h  it h a d  been because o f  the 
mates’ w atchfulness against an y hostile na
tives that he had been enabled to  slip  away 
as he d id . N o w  he re alize d that he had been 
ru n n in g  a fa r  greater risk than he dream ed 
o f , and the m ere fact that he ha d com e so 
fa r unscathed seemed to trip le  the odds 
against his g e ttin g  th ro u g h .

B u t at last h e  came to the h o rn  o f  a b a y, 
and lo o ke d g la d ly  across its blue and green 
crescent to  w he re  b u ild in g s  show ed a m o n g  
ve rd u re , th e ir iro n  u n p a in te d  ro o fs lo o k in g  
like  brass in  the sun— n o w  w esterin g, losing 
pow 'er, bu t g a in in g  g lo ry , slowdy g a th e rin g 
nightrobes o f  p u rp le  fo r  its b e d .

T h e r e  was a lo n g  w h a r f  r u n n in g  o u t into  
the la g o o n , tw o  sm all boats a longside, a 
g ra ce fu lly lin e d  schooner w ith  fu rle d  sails 
at an chor, palm s w ith  slender silve r trun ks 
and plum es o f  te n de r green above clusters 
o f  coconuts m a rc h in g  in  stately row s d o w n  
to a n a rro w  strip o f  beach. H e r e  was c iv iliza 
tio n  and B u d ’s sp irit resumed its m astery. 
F e a r  fe ll fr o m  his shoulders like  a released 
b u n d le  at the end o f  a lo n g  tra il. H e  
m arched alm ost b lith e ly th ro u g h  the palm s, 
g ra te fu l fo r  th e ir shade, lo o k in g  lo n g in g ly  
u p  at the nuts. H e  co u ld  n o t c lim b  those 
slim  boles, n o r could he even o pen the nuts 
w ith  his k n ife . B u t  h e  looked h o p e fu lly  f o r 
w ard to  th e  trad e r o ffe rin g  h im  a green n u t

w ith  the to p  lo p p e d  o ff , fille d  w ith  cool, 
s lig h tly  effervescent contents. H e  had lieard 
the sailors ra v in g  about the jo y  o f  a fresh 
coconut.

H e  was in  bad shape a fte r his lo n g  trip  
in  the su n , scorched fo r  all his sea ta n , his 
feet ro ck-bru ise d, w eary a fte r the rough g o 
in g  tha t had taken h im  since n o o n  to  tra ve l.

A  ro cky g u lly  cut th ro u g h  the trees as be 
neared the house. I t  lo o k e d  like  a petrified 
cascade w ith  the w ater tu rn e d  to g ra y , p o r 
ous stone. I t  was an ancient lava flo w . In  
little  earthen pockets guavas g re w , w ith  a 
sort o f  Spanish bayo n e t. Screw  p in e  m ade 
clum ps o f  c o ve r. H e  saw a fa in t path that 
led fr o m  the p la n ta tio n  he was in , and 
doubtless o ffe re d th e  best crossing o f  the 
ra vin e . F o llo w in g  it , voices stopped h im  on 
th e  edge o f  the g u lly . O n e  was a g ir l ’ s in 
e vid e n t protest, the o th e r’ s— ro u g h  and 
d o m in e e rin g  w ith  a sort o f  b u lly in g  in s o 
lence to  it— was th a t o f  a m a n . In sta n tly 
— lik e  d o g  to  w o lf— im a g in a ry hackles 
seemed to  l i f t  o n  B u d ’s neck. T h e  g i r l ’s 
voice was sw eet, the m a n ’ s harshly d o m in a n t 
and m a ste rfu l.

W i t h  the a ppro a chin g sunset all w in d  
had g o n e . W o r d s  came clearly to  h im  
as he h a lte d , uncertain w here to  lo o k  
f o r  the speakers, since they w ere n o t visib le  
on the little  p a th .

" H e  can’t last o u t the n ig h t, I  tell y o u ,"  
said the m a n . " T h e n  w h a t yo u  g b in ’ to  do? 
Y o u  can’ t stay here alone. Y o u  got to  come 
w ith  m e . I t  a in ’t as i f  I  w a r n ’ t w il l in ’ to  
m a rry  y o u , soon’s w e  g it  to  S u va . I  can’t 
d o  it be fo re , can I? D o n ’ t be a fo o l, T h e lm a  
Y o u  k n o w  w h a t ’ u d happe n  to  a w o m a n  
alone here o n  a tra d in ’ station. T h e  bush- 
m e n ’ll  k n o w  w h e n  he dies inside o f  an h o u r 
— k n o w  i f  y o u ’ re alone. T h e  place’ll have to 
g o  till  w e  g it a nother agent. L u c k )' the 
co pra ’s a bo a rd . N o w  yo u  g o  g it yore things 
to ge the r, a n ’ be sensible. I ’m  g o in ’ to  loo k 
’ ro u n d  a b i t .”

" N o ! ”  cried the g ir l. " G o  w ith  you? 
T r u s t you? M a r r y  you? N o !”

T h e r e  came an exclam ation fr o m  the m a n , 
another fr o m  the g ir l , stopped alm ost im m e 
d ia te ly, a ru stlin g  in the bushes, an oath 
fr o m  the m a n . T h e n  B u d  saw th e m , as the 
m a n  came out o f  the cover w h e re  they bad 
been ta lk in g  ca rryin g in his arms a slender 
s tru g g lin g  figure in b lu e . T h e  figure w rith e d
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and fo u g h t, struck and claw ed at his bearded 
face, w h ile  he la u g h e d , and fo rce d her 
h ig h e r o n  his great chest, b e n d in g  his b u ll 
neck u n til his beard brushed her cheek.

H e  set h e r d o w n  w ith  a great g u ffa w , 
releasing her alm ost as v io le n tly  as he m ust 
have clutched her a n d , still la u g h in g , strode 
o ff a m o n g  the guavas to w a rd  the b u ild in g s . 
B u d  came lea pin g o v e r the lava rocks, his 
fists clenched, and his gray eyes b la zin g .

H e  h a d  g lim p se d  scarlet streaks o n  the 
m a n ’s nose and the barer parts o f  his cheeks 
as his b ig  b u lk  w heeled and disappeared. 
T h e  g ir l in  b lu e  reeled, steadied he rse lf, 
rubbed v io le n tly  at one cheek, and then her 
eyes, w ild  w ith  resentm ent and fe a r, dilated 
suddenly at sight o f  B u d . H e  was catapult
in g  to w a rd  he r w ith  his scorched face, u n 
shaven, hatless, his slopchest clo th in g  
grim ed and to r n , b u t, nevertheless, to her 
w o m a n ’s instinct a k n ig h t cha rgin g to her 
rescue, o r he r a ve n g in g .

She shook her head at h im , and a mass 
o f  re dgo ld h a ir, already disarranged, came 
tu m b lin g  d o w n  fa r  be lo w  he r shoulders. T h e  
beauty o f  it, the sheer, slender loveliness o f 
her v ita l y o u th , h e ld  h im  m o re  th a n  her 
shaken head, he r a rm  outstretched as i f  to  
actually arrest h im , her w hisp ered ,

"S to p . H e ’ ll k ill  you! H e ’ ll s h o o t.”
B u d  rem em bered n o w  the s w in g  o f  a 

holstered g u n  lo w  o n  the m a n ’ s h ip . I t  
w o u ld  n o t have h e ld  h im  back-— it w o u ld  
not n o w . S o m e th in g  else h e ld them  b o th  
entangled— sea m agic perhaps. M a g ic  be
yo n d  d o u b t. G r a y  eyes lo o k in g  into  blue 
ones. G a z i n g  w ith  a d a w n in g  re co gn itio n . 
It  was the call o f  yo u th  to yo u th .

B u d  lo o ke d lik e  a beach-hobo, b u t m a n 
h o o d  show ed in  his h e ig h t, in  a w e ll-k n it 
sym m e try, the shape o f  his head, his ja w , 
his nose, his eyes fr a n k ly  a d m irin g  h e r.

T h e  g ir l ’s color rose till  b o th  cheeks 
m atched the o n e  she had ru bbe d so f u r i 
ously to  w ip e  o u t that bearded, ravished 
kiss. H e r  y o u n g  breast rose and fe ll w ith  
her quickened pulse. L i k e  the spark that 
closes contact betw een tw o  charged poles, 
som ething b rid g e d  betw een th e m , som e
th in g  rose in  th e ir eyes and ra n , each to 
each, alon g that b rid g e . F o r  a m o m e n t e ve ry
th in g  else was fo rg o tte n  except each o th e r. 
T h e  su rf boom ed and the sunset deepened, 
the w o rld  ro lle d  o n , bu t they stood still

u n til there came the sound o f  the m an's 
voice sh o u tin g , " P u r d y , O h  P u r d y ! W h e re  
are y o u , yo u  b lig h te r !”

“ I ’v e  g o t to  g o  back to  m y  u n c le ,”  said 
the g ir l. " H e ’s d y in g . T h e r e ’ s n o th in g  m uch 
I  can d o  f o r  h im , b u t— ”

“ I  heard w h a t tha t blackgu ard said to 
y o u ,”  said B u d . “ M y  n a m e ’ s B a rre tt—  
C y ru s  B a rre tt— B u d  B a rre tt. I  deserted fro m  
the w h a le r th a t p u t in  this m o rn in g  fo r  
w ate r lo w e r d o w n  the b e a ch .”

“ Y o u  d o n ’ t ta lk  lik e  a sailor?” T h e r e  was 
no real criticism  in  the w o rd s , rather co m 
p lim e n t.

" I ’m  n o t m u ch o f  o n e ,”  said B u d . " B u t 
yo u  d o n ’ t  ha ve  to  g o  w ith  tha t s ku n k, 
w h e th e r h e ’s g o t a g u n  o r n o t. So d o n ’t let 
that w o r ry  y o u .”

SH E  gave h im  a lo o k  that was rew ard in 
advance. B u t  she shook he r h e a d . 

" Y o u ’ ll o n ly  get in to  tr o u b le ,”  she said. 
“ W a tte rs o n ’ s k ille d  m o re  than one m a n , 
they say. T h e r e  are the others w ith  h im . 
A n d — I  c o u ld n ’t stay here alone w ith  y o u .” 

" I  d o n ’ t  see w h y  n o t. W h a t ’s c o n ve n 
tio n  g o t to  d o  w ith  a deal lik e  this? I ’m  
square— yo u  k n o w  t h a t.”  H e  had no dou bt 
o f  h e r c o n victio n  a lo n g  that lin e , bu t he 
saw in the same instant that she was rig h t. 
H e  had to  protect h e r tha t w a y , to o .

" H e  isn’ t g o in g  to  shoot pne in  cold 
b lo o d ,”  he said, “ th o u g h  he m ig h t have i f  
I ’ d  in te rfe re d  just n o w . I ’m  sorry I  d id n 't  
get here soon e n o u g h  to  d o  th a t. A  m an 
that w o u ld  b u lly  a g ir l in  the fix  y o u ’ re in 
is y e llo w , a n yw a y. Y o u  g o  o n  to the house, 
and I ’ ll happen a lo n g  just as I  w o u ld  have 
a n y h o w . W h a t ’ s the m atter w ith  yo u r 
uncle?”

“ H e a r t  tro u b le , island fe v e r an d trade 
i n ,”  she said, her voice su d d e n ly h a rd  and 
itte r. " A  c o m bin a tio n  o f  th e  th re e .”

B u d  saw , in he r y o u n g , brave face, con
te m p t, w o r ry , w eariness, the lack o f  sleep, 
the lo n g  trial o f  n u rsin g .

" I ’ve  g o t to  g o ,”  she said sh o rtly. " Y o u  
m ust be all tire d  o u t— h u n g ry  and th irsty. 
It 's  go o d  o f  yo u  to w a n t to  h e lp m e .”

“ I ’m  g o in g  to . H a v e  yo u  g o t a g u n  u p 
at the house?”

She n o d d e d , th o u g h  she seemed to  be lis
te n in g  to  so m e thin g else. A  fo re fin g e r shot 
u p  to he r lip s , h e r p u p ils  enlarged again
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u n til her eyes seemed bla ck. She loo ke d like  
a startled deer, B u d  th o u g h t, re m e m be rin g 
C a lifo rn ia n  days.

T h e  bearded m an  had stepped silently as 
a cat o u t o f  the gu avas, and stood lo o k in g  
at them  w ith  a m irthless la u g h . It  show ed 
his w h ite  teeth a m id  his u n com bed w hiskers, 
pu cke rin g close the scratches the g ir l ’ s nails 
had scored.

" W h o ’ s yore p ic k u p , T h e lm a ? ” he asked. 
H i s  d a rk  eyes flashed in  s w ift  anger as he 
advanced th re ate n in g ly to w a rd  B u d , p la in ly  
resenting the in tru sio n . " W h e r e  d id  you 
come fr o m ? ” he de m a n d e d . B u d  h e ld  his 
g ro u n d , lo o k in g  at h im  e q u ab ly, th o u g h  
w hat w ith  the need o f  w a te r, an d his leg 
weariness, his ju d g m e n t q u a ile d a little  at 
the size and b ra w n  o f  the m a n .

" O f f  the w h a le r Flying Cloud,"  he a n 
sw ered.

" S h e ’ s o u t to  sea. F le w  the coop, d id  you? 
l 'o ’c’sle too to u g h  f o r  you? R a th e r shirk 
than w o rk?  T h o u g h t  y o u ’ d  h it  the beach 
an' b u m  yore livin ?  W e l l ,  y o u ’ ve  com e to 
the w r o n g  p o r t, so n n y. W e  d o n ’ t lik e  sand- 
lice ro u n d  here. G i t ! ”

" Y o u  o w n  this place?”  asked B u d . H e  
k n e w  he wras in v itin g  a ro w  a n d , aside 
fr o m  the g u n , k n e w  the chances were that 
he was g o in g  to get the w o rst o f  it , b u t the 
g ir l ’ s presence, the still keen m e m o ry o f 
the m a n ’s attack o n  h e r, d id  m o re  than 
m erely bolster h im ; the y charged h im  w ith  
challenge, regardless o f  consequence. 
N e ith e r  was he g o in g  to be en tirely h e lp 
less. H e  k e p t his eye on the holster, he set 
his stance fo r  a sp rin g . H e  k n e w  the g irl 
was stan d in g w ith  on e  h a n d  at her heart, 
fe a rfu l fo r  h im , and he k n e w  it was g o in g  
to come o u t all rig h t.

H e r e  was m o re  m agic— the escape fr o m  
the w a te rin g  p a rty , the first g la m o u r o f  the 
bu sh, the w ild  fu r y  o f  th e  sto rm , the s w in g 
in g  sku ll and the trapped tra il, the g ir l , and 
n o w  this encounter.

S w ift  as the im pression o f  a dream  all 
this projected itse lf u p o n  the screen o f  B u d  
B a rre tt’ s b ra in  be fo re  the m a n  answ ered.

" I  o w n  h a lf  o f  it , i f  th a t’ s a n yth in g  to 
y o u .”

" A n d  the other h a lf  is m in e ,”  said the 
g ir l.

T h e  m a n ’s face tw itche d w ith  rage.
" T h e n  yo u  g o  'te n d  to  i t ,”  he snarled at

h e r. " Y o u ,  yo u  scupper p u p , g it  to hell out 
o f  h e re .”

WI T H  the ro ar o f  a bru te , his eyes g la r
in g  in  his convulsed face, the big 

m a n  leaped w ith  dynam ic force and s w ift
ness. O n e  h a n d was o u t to  clutch at B u d 's  
sh o u ld e r, to spin h im  about w h ile  he kicked 
h im  d o w n  the g u lly  fo r  the pithless scare
cro w  he lo o k e d ; the o th e r was clubbed fo r  a 
b lo w , ig n o rin g  his g u n , a m a n  p ro u d  o f  his 
b u ll stre ng th, eager to  dem onstrate it.

I t  was a costly m istake in ju d g m e n t. H e  
had expected the scarecrow to  tu rn  and ru n ; 
expected n o th in g  else fr o m  a ru n a w a y sailor. 
N in e ty -n in e  tim es o u t o f  a h u n d re d  he 
w 'ould have been rig h t. A s  it was, B u d  
stooped a little , his tw o  hands shot o u t, and 
clam ped o n  the o th e r’ s rig h t w ris t, tw is tin g  
and w re n c h in g  the arm  u n til W a tte rs o n  
yelled w ith  the pain o f  i t , s w in g in g  a fla il
in g  b lo w  tha t B u d  neatly d u cke d . T h e n , 
w h ile  he let g o  tire tortu re d arm  w ith  his 
le ft h a n d f o r  a m o m e n t, he d e ftly  plucked 
the g u n  fr o m  the ho lste r, as the bearded 
m an w renched free and rushed h im , flin g in g  
about h im  h a iry arms that w ere h a rd  as 
tim b e r and flexible as ru bbe r.

T h e  g u n  w e n t fly in g , and B u d  spared a 
glance o ve r his shoulder as he fo u g h t to 
free h im s e lf fr o m  the g rip .

" G e t  it, get that g u n !” he gasped, and 
saw the g ir l retrieve it, then step back w ith  
the w e ap o n  in  her h a n d , he r yo u n g  face 
fierce w ith  the lo o k  o f  a tigress.

A l l  fu n c tio n in g  ceased in h im  save that 
o f  preservation. H e  was o n  th e  defensive, 
his ribs b o w in g  o u t o f  shape, his breath 
be in g slo w ly  crushed out o f  h im , his arms 

in io n e d , w h ile  the bearded face close to 
is was g lo a tin g , vin d ic tive .

B u d ’s rig h t h a n d  w o rk e d  u p  the other's 
le ft  b y je rk s, fe e lin g  the great muscles 
p lia n t in  th e ir sheaves, constricting h im ; 
fe e lin g  fo r  som e thin g else, fin d in g  the place, 
fingers d ig g in g  fiercely, fra n tic a lly, in be
tw een tendon and n e rve , to u ch in g  a ve in , 
cla m p in g  d o w n .

T h e  triu m p h a n t face was again convulsed, 
this tim e in  sudden agon y. I t  fe lt to W a tte r 
son as i f  a re dho t w ire  had been inserted 
b e lo w  his le ft  biceps, m id w a y  o f  the great 
m uscle, b u rn in g , searing, p a ra ly zin g . 
S tre n g th  w e n t out o f  his le ft arm , the scare
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crow  sailor tore loose, leaped in . O n e  b lo w , 
cushioned by his beard, b u t ja rrin g  h im , 
crashed hard and close to the p o in t o f  W a t -  
tcrson’ s ja w , the o th e r lan de d f u ll  o n  his 
m o u th  as he floundered fo r w a r d , beside 
h im s e lf w ith  rage, his le ft arm  te m p o ra rily 
im p o te n t, n u m b e d .

B u d  slipped the rush, p a n tin g , his w in d  
b ro k e n , his heart p o u n d in g , bu t gam e and 
cool. T h e  fr u it  he had eaten since his 
m eager breakfast o n  the Flying Cloud  had 
g ive n  h im  n o th in g  beyond fillin g  space in  
his clam o rin g stom ach. S u n  and the struggle 
o ve r the beach h a d  taken f u l l  to ll . H e  was 
in the co n d itio n  o f  a tire d  athlete w h o  at
tem pts to  w rest honors fr o m  a fresh b o x e r, 
a fte r a lo n g  p ro g ra m  o f  g ru e llin g  contests. 
H i s  tw o  tricks o f  ju jitsu  h a d  served h im  
w e ll once, b u t the nerve paralysis w o u ld  
n o t last m uch lo n g e r, W a tte rs o n  w o u ld  be 
o n  his gu ard against re p e titio n . B u d  had 
w e ig h t against h im , p o w e r, the sustained 
v ig o r  o f  a w e ll-fe d  m a n . H i s  tongue stuck 
to the inside o f  his m o u th — the thirst that 
had increased all th ro u g h  the a fte rn o o n  
n o w  attacked h im  vic io u sly, m a k in g  h im  a 
little  d i z z y , ro b b in g  h im  o f  all elasticity.

TH E  sun was g la rin g  straight u p  the ra
v in e , close now' to the rim  o f  the sea, 

tu rn in g  the gra y rocks red as b lo o d . B u d  
sidestepped, w o r k in g  ro u n d  to  get it at his 
back. W a tte rs o n  fo llo w e d  h im , ru b b in g  his 
tin g lin g  le ft arm  into *v h ic h  strength was 
slow ly re tu rn in g , m u rde ro u s rage fla m in g  
in his eyes. B u d  fo u n d  h im s e lf backed 
against a b o u ld e r just as the g ir l gave a cry 
o f  w a rn in g , and his o p p o n e n t, w ith  a g ru n t 
o f  con ten t, started a le ft s w in g  th a t came 
d o w n  on B u d ’s g u a rd  lik e  a sledgeham m er. 
H e  used the s lo w ly re v ita lizin g  lim b  as a 
club , w'hile he d ro ve  hard to the b o d y w ith  
his rig h t. I t  shook B u d  h a rd , and it h u rt 
b a d ly . T h e  v ita lity  seemed su dde n ly sapped 
o u t o f  h im , and he sagged dowm  o n  his 
heels, co ve rin g , w it h  W a tte rs o n  stepping 
back a little , g r in n in g , set to send in the 
fin ish in g  blo w s. U n d e r  one w ris t B u d  
glim p sed the face o f  the g i r l , a n xio u s, 
a larm ed. T h is  b ru te , i f  he d o w n e d  B u d , 
w o u ld  k ic k  m ost o f  the life  out o f  h im , 
w o u ld  have the g irl at his m ercy.

B u d  saw the rig h t fist start a n d , w ith  his 
o w n  anger and hatred su rg in g  back, b r in g 

in g  fresh energy o n  its flo o d , h e  crouched 
su dde n ly and lashed o u t w h ile  W a tte rs o n ’ s 
b lo w  sickled the e m p ty air above h im , and 
its launcher stu m bled fo r w a r d . B u d  was 
inside the g u a rd , and the smash he sank 
in the o th e r’s plexus— w ith  th e  second 
h ig h e r an d u n d e r th e  heart— w e re  vicious 
and ha rd e n o u g h  to  brake the fig h tin g  im 
petus o f  the bearded m a n . T h e y  le ft  h im  
w in d e d , ga spin g w h ile  B u d  slid aw ay fr o m  
th e  rock tha t had trap p e d  h im , w h ip p e d  in 
a sh o rt, l if t in g  u ppe rcu t to  the h a iry , de
c e ivin g  ja w  a n d , tr y in g  fo r  a le ft  h o o k  to 
th e  p it  o f  the stomach once m o re , fe lt  his 
fo o t  slip u n d e r a lo o p in g  v in e . I t  tw isted 
in to  a crevice, and g a ve  a w a y u n d e r h im  as 
he fe ll  s p ra w lin g , and saw W a tte rs o n , still 
g a sp in g  h o r r ib ly , his great chest p u m p in g  
spasm odically as he strove f o r  fu ll  lun gs, 
sto o p in g . H i s  face was bestial w ith  tr i
u m p h a l fe ro city as he lifte d  a booted fo o t 
to  kick B u d  in  the head, the ribs, anyw here 
th a t w o u ld  m a im  an d h u r t , leave h im  c rip 
p le d  and senseless.

B u d  could n o t h e lp h im s e lf, the treacher
ous v in e  was still snared about his ankle 
and he was o n  all fo u rs .

T h e r e  w'as the b a rk  o f  a sho t, the -whine 
o f  a b u lle t o ve rh e a d , sudden stu pid surprise 
o n  W a tte rs o n ’ s face. T h e  g i r l ’s voice 
sounded clear as crystal, ha rd as m e ta l.

" I ’ ll  h it  n e x t tim e , W a t t y . Y o u  k n o w  I 
can. N o w , get o u t o f  here. G e t  o ff to  the 
schooner. G e t  outside the reef as soon as the 

tid e  w ill  let y o u . G o  o n , d o w n  the g u lly  
to the beach. Y o u r  boat’ s w a itin g  fo r  y o u .”

B u d  fre e d his a n kle  fr o m  the treacher
ous lo o p , and g o t u p  p a in fu lly . H i s  fo o t 
was h u rt a n d w re n c h e d , b u t it was still 
serviceable. W a tte rs o n ’ s sco w lin g astonish
m e n t changed to a leer.

" T h a t ’s h o w  the lan d lies, is it? T h a t ’ s 
w h y  yo u  deserted? I  reckon yore ship called 
here be fo re , m iste r. W a n t  to  leave the tw o  
o f  yo u  to g e th e r.”

B u d  ho bb le d fo r w a r d , b u t the g ir l was ■ 
ahead o f  h im . H e r  eyes flared, her ja w  was 
ha rd set, and there was n o  m is ta k in g  the 
d e te rm in a tio n  tha t spoke in  her w o rd s , her 
pose, as she stood w ith  the b ig  C o lt  pressed 
close against her h ip , slan ting u p w a rd , 
co ve rin g  W a tte rs o n .

" W a t t ie , i f  y o u  say an othe r w o rd  I ’ ll 
shoot the to n gu e  o u t o f  y o u r m o u th . Y o u ’ve



75THE PENDULUM OF THE SKULL
sh o w n  yo u rs e lf w h a t I ’ ve alw ays th o u g h t 
yo u  w ere— ro tte n . I 'm  th ro u g h  w ith  y o u ."

W a tte rs o n  n o d d e d , a b it g r im ly , yet w ith  
the air o f  a w in n e r  f o r  all his ig n o m in io u s 
retreat. T h e  g ir l w atched h im  d o w n  the 
slope, stan d in g  poised o n  a b o u ld e r w here 
she co u ld c o m m a n d  the g u lly  and W a tte r- 
son’s descent to  the beach.

W h e n  W a tte rs o n  had tu rn e d  to w a rd  his 
boat, B u d  h e lp e d  h e r d o w n , and noticed 
that he r firm  chin  q u iv e re d . She caught u p  
a tre m b ly lip  w ith  he r little  w h ite  teeth.

" H e ’ ll get all the best o f  i t , at t h a t,”  
she said. " H e ’ s g o t the copra and the 
schooner, and th a t’ s really m in e . I ’ l l  tell 
you a ll about it p re s e n tly ,”  she w e n t o n  
w e a rily . " Y o u  need fo o d , an d uncle— ’ ’

A  s h rill w a ilin g  cry started in  the direc
tio n  o f  the b u ild in g s , repeated, augm ented 
by a score o f  alien  throats.

" H e ’s d e a d ,”  she said in  a lo w  voice. 
" T h e  boys ha ve  fo u n d  it o u t. I  le ft  T i r i ,  
the fo re m a n , w ith  h i m .”

TH E  boys, B u d  supposed, w ere the p la n 
tation  ha n d s. T h e  m o u r n fu l sounds 

w ere w e ird  in  th e  dusk th a t was ra p id ly 
s iftin g  d o w n  as th e y w a lk e d  to w a rd  the 
house. H e  rem em bered w h a t W a tte rs o n  had 
said about the bushm en le a rn in g  s w iftly  o f  
the death, and that she was alone. S he was 
n o t qu ite alone n o w , b u t he had been forced 
u p o n  h e r. U n le s s  he w e n t in to  the bush 
they w o u ld  ha ve  to  d e fy  the conventions 
u n til the n e xt ship called. H i s  presence 
w o u ld  embarrass he r. A n d  he co u ld n o t 
leave her w ith  h e r bla ck boys, savages th e m 
selves, an d liable to  reversion to the w ilde st 
typ e . H e  had attem pted t o  rescue h e r fr o m  
W a tte rs o n ’ s fr y in g -p a n , o n ly  to com prom ise 
h e r, o r  leave h e r exposed to perils n o t to 
be th o u g h t o f . P la in  b e fo re  h im  he could 
see the p e n d u lu m  o f  th e  s k u ll.

S u d d e n ly the w a ilin g  was punctuated w ith  
som ethin g th a t sounded lik e  distant th u n d e r 
fr o m  the heights that still h e ld  a flarin g 
lig h t o n  th e ir fantastic crags. I t  was too 
re gu lar fo r  th a t. I t  was the sound o f  drum s 
— dru m s beaten by na ke d cannibals, danc
in g  about th e ir fires and to te m  im ages.

H e  glanced at th e  g i r l , w h o  was lo o k in g  
at h im .

" I t  doesn’ t  m e a n  a n y th in g ,”  she said. 
" T h e y  always start th e m  g o in g  at s u n d o w n ,

an d keep it u p  u n til a fte r m id n ig h t. W h e n 
ever they have n o th in g  to d o , the natives 
dance. T h e y  tell m e the y d o  m uch the same 
th in g  in N e w  Y o r k , ”  she a dde d , w ith  an 
atte m pt at m a k in g  lig h t o f  the m atter.

B u t  h e r face was w a n , and B u d  fe lt  sud
d e n ly the strain o f  the life  she m ust have 
le d — a d ru n k e n  uncle f o r  her o n ly  com 
p a n io n , the cannibal hau nte d bush, the 
treacherous p la n ta tio n  han ds, the m anage
m e n t o f  the place in her care. A n d  n o w  this 
last catastrophe tha t he had b lu n d e rin g ly  
b ro u g h t about.

H e  braced h im s e lf to  p la y the m a n . A t  
least, W a tte rs o n  was gone— th o u g h  she had 
been the m a in  fa cto r in th a t. T h e r e  was no 
sight o f  h im . H i s  boat h a d  disappeared, the 
g ir l said. S he ha d been q u ite  capable o f 
ta k in g  care o f  he rse lf a fte r all— unless W a t 
terson h a d  caught her unaw ares. I t  was u p  
to  h im  to  solve the situ atio n . A s  n ig h t s w ift
ly  fe l l , he  squared his shoulders w h ile  he 
lim p e d  a lo n g , sh a kin g  o ff the depression o f 
the darkness, the dead m a n  w a itin g  fo r 
th e m  in  the house, the black boys w o r k in g  
themselves into  an ecstasy o f  m o ck g rie f 
tha t m ig h t s w iftly  change to  som e thin g fa r 
m o re  fie n dish , i f  they sensed that the w h ite  
g ir l was unprotected.

So fa r  the presence o f  the schooner re
strained th e m . W h e n  that le ft it was u p to 
B u d , inexperienced in  such conditions but 
resolved to  fin d  some so lu tio n.

T h e  stars w e re  c o m in g  o u t, the w a ilin g  
h a n d s, naked save fo r  lo in  cloths, their eyes 
r o llin g  an d th e ir heads flu n g  back like 
h o w lin g  dogs, had lit  p a lm  torches, w here 
they squatted outside the trad e r’ s b u n g a lo w . 
T h e y  gaped at the sight o f  B u d . T h e  g irl 
dismissed them  tersely, sn a p p in g  com m ands 
at them  in Beach E n g lis h , and the y slunk 
o ff to  th e ir quarters.

A  tall n a tive  came out o n  the little  porch 
and spoke to  h e r.

"M a ssa  T i m i  mate,” he said. " W a tto s o n i, 
he speak a lo n g  o f  yo u ? "

" I  saw h im , T i r i , ”  she said.
" I  hear s h o t,”  he  re plie d lo o k in g  suspi

ciously at B u d . "S o m e  tro u b le  w a lk  a lo n g 
o f  y o u ? ”

" N o  tro u b le . T i r i ,  yo u  speak a lo n g  those 
boys g o  m a ke  one g ra ve — all same in g a r
d e n . N o w . ”

" I  suppose I  seem callous to y o u ,”  she
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said, " b u t m y  uncle has been ill  fo r  a lo n g  
tim e . H e  was o n ly  m y  fa th e r’ s h a lf  b ro th e r, 
and he was n o t m uch o f  a m a n .”

She was p la in ly  h o ld in g  o n  to  h e r self 
c o n tro l, and B u d  said n o th in g , w o n d e rin g  
at the p lu c k o f  h e r. She le ft h im  in  the 
fr o n t ro o m  w ith  a lig h te d  la m p , w h ile  she 
w e n t in  to  w he re  the dead m a n  lay. She 
came o u t again in  a fe w  m in u te s, h e r face 
com posed, th o u g h  she had been c ryin g .

" W e  shall have to  b u ry h im  s o o n ,”  she 
said s im p ly . " B u t  y o u ’ ve g o t to  e a t.”

" I ’ ll  w a it ,”  said B u d . H i s  h u n g e r had 
le ft h im  fo r  the tim e . H e  fo llo w e d  her back 
in to  the ro o m , and saw the b o d y  ly in g  o n  a 
bed w ith  the m o sq u ito  curtain d ra w n  aside. 
I t  was a w e ak face w ith  a strag g lin g  beard 
that d id  n o t conceal the inefficient c h in , 
and m arks o f  dissipation show ed o n  it.

T h e  schooner w as still there w h e n  they 
returned fr o m  the g a rd e n , the g risly  task 
com pleted.

" T h e y  can’ t get outside u n til the tide 
serves,”  she said. " I  d o n ’ t th in k  h e ’ll bother 
us. H e ’s satisfied w ith  his b a rg a in . A n d  
h e ’ ll come back. H e  k n o w s I  can’t stay 
h e re ."  She started p u ttin g  a m eal o n  the 
table, m a k in g  h o t tea, o p e n in g  tin s, p r o 
du cin g bread and fr u it .

" W e ’ ll eat— w e ’ve  g o t to  e a t,”  she said. 
" Y o u  m ust be sta rve d .”

SH E  sipped some tea, b ro ke  some fo o d , 
and B u d , a fte r the first m orsels, fo u n d  

h im se lf ravenous. F o o d  was necessary fo r  
the p lan  slo w ly fo r m in g  in  his m in d .

" Y o u  m ean yo u  stand to lose yo u r share 
o f  e ve ryth in g ? ” he asked.

" W a tte rs o n  was in  partne rship w ith  m y 
fa th e r. M y  nam e is T h e lm a  S e lw y n . M y  
fa th e r o w n e d  the schooner. W a tte rs o n  p u t 
u p the m o n e y fo r  the tra d in g  goods. W e  
had a place o n  M u r it i . A n d  w e  established 
this station f o r  collecting copra. A f t e r 
w ards w e started a p la n ta tio n  he re , as w e ll 
as at M u r i t i . W a tte rs o n  was in  charge. I  
used to sail w ith  m y  fa th e r” — her voice 
b ro ke , recovered— " u n til  he d ie d . T h e r e  
was a hurricane at M u r i t i . I  was at Suva 
w a itin g  fo r  fa th e r. I  was staying w ith  
frie n d s. M y  uncle— I  always called h im  that 
— came instead. F a th e r had been k ille d  
try in g  to rescue some o f  our p e o ple . 

" U n c le  T o m  was no sailor. H e  hated

the sea. I  could have h a n d le d  the schooner 
alon e, b u t he w o u ld  n o t hear o f  it. S o  he 
to o k  o ve r the station here, and b ro u g h t m e 
w ith  h im . W a tte rs o n  to o k the schooner, 
p ic k in g  u p  shell and beche de m er  about 
the g ro u p  besides copra. U n c le  said father 
w ished it that w a y . I  d o  n o t th in k  he trusted 
W a tte rs o n . I  n e ve r lik e d  h im . I  k n o w  he 
d id  w h a t he w an ted w ith  m y  uncle. N o  
d o u b t h e  cheated us. T h e r e  has never been 
an accounting, I  believe. N o t  fo r  a year.

" I  suppose it all seems shiftless to  yo u . 
H e lp le s s . B u t I  am  a g ir l and legal affairs 
f o r  a w o m a n  u n d e r tw e n ty-o n e  are not 
m ade easy in  this pa rt o f  th e  w o r ld . M y  
uncle was practically m y g u a rd ia n .”

B u d  n o d d e d . H i s  face had h a rd e n e d , but 
it was n o t the less attractive to  the g ir l w h o  
eyed h im  fr a n k ly . H i s  eyes lost th e ir bo yish
ness, and gained in d e te rm in a tio n . Lin e s  
show ed fr o m  nose angles to m o u th  corners; 
his scorched features became e n d o w e d  w ith  
a stam p o f  efficiency, and his voice to o k  o n  
character, respon sib ility. T h e r e  was little  o f  
the deserting f o ’c’ sle h a n d in th e  m a n  w h o  
talke d  q u ie tly  and seriously to her.

" T h e  schooner is really y o u r share, 
the n ?” he said. " T h e  station and th e  goods 
here W a tte rs o n ’ s?”

“ Y e s . Practically that. W a i t  a m o m e n t.”  
She w e n t o u t o n  the little  p o rch , and 

came bade to the open d o o r.
" T h e y  are all a b o a rd ,”  she said. " T i r i  

is w a tc h in g . H e  is fo re m a n  here, and I  can 
really depend u p o n  h im . H e  is fo n d  o f  m e , 
and g ra te fu l f o r  some th in g s I  have done 
f o r  h im . T h e y  cannot get o u t o f  the lagoon 
f o r  an h o u r y e t. T h e r e  is one th in g  bothers 
m e . T i r i  says n o  one has p a id  the hands, 
and th e ir annual wages are d u e . W a tte rs o n  
k n o w s ' I  cannot d o  it w dthout m o n e y fro m  
the copra he has aboard o r the s h ip ’ s m on ey 
he m u st have w ith  h im . H e  w ill  claim  to 
have settled w ith  m y  un cle , o f  course.”  

" W e ’ll h a n d le  all th a t, I  t h i n k ,”  said 
B u d . " W e ’ll  have to w o r k  q u ic k , th o u g h . 
W e ’ ve  g o t an h o u r , yo u  say. T h a t ’s w h a t 
I  w an te d to k n o w . H o w  about the crew  on 
the schooner. H o w  m a n y? ”

" I ’ ll  call T i r i  in . H e  k n o w s .”
T h e  n a tive  entered, h u n k e rin g  d o w n  on 

the flo o r, accepting B u d  w ith  a n o d , his face 
w ith  its flat nose, fu ll  lips and retreating 
fo re he ad g ra ve , and his eyes, dark and
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lustrous, fixe d  o n  the g i r l ’s face. She spoke 
to liim  in  n a tive  dialect, and he replied 
p ro m p tly .

" T h e r e  are e ig h t boys in the c r e w ,"  she 
translated, " a  half-caste cook w h o  is part 
Chin ese, P u r d y  an d W a tte r s o n .”

" A n y  o f  th e  boys the ones yo u  k n e w —  
w h o  sailed w ith  y o u r fa th e r an d you ?"

" F i v e  o f  th e m , T i r i  says."
" K n o w  yo u — and lik e  yo u ? ”
" I  th in k  so. T h e y  k n o w  T i r i . "
" W e 'l l  take a g a m ble  o n  them ? H o w  

about P u rd y ? ”
" H e ’ s W a tte rs o n ’ s m ate, a Scotch A u s 

tralia n , d r u n k  w h e n e ve r W a tte rs o n  lets h im  
be. I  was m ate f o r  m y  fa th e r. W a tte rs o n  
hired P u r d y .”

“ Y o u  co u ld sail the schooner o u t o f  the 
lagoon?”

T h e  g ir l ’ s eyes lig h te n e d  as she n o d d e d  
at h im . T i r i  listened in te n tly w ith  his head 
cocked to one side, s triv in g  to  fo llo w  the 
E n g lis h .

" A s  lo n g  as the pa rtne rship is g o in g  to 
sp lit, th a t’ s w h a t y o u ’ d rather h a ve , isn’t 
it? Y o u r  o rig in a l share— the schooner?"

" O h ,  ye s.”
" T h i s  end o f  it n o  use to  yo u — outside 

o f  the stores— w ith o u t capital o r  w ith o u t a 
boat?”

“ N o  use w ith o u t capital. T h e  hands have 
to be p a id . I f  they w e re  I  co u ld sell the 
copra to o th e r traders w h o  call here at tim es. 
B u t— ”

" I  u n de rstan d. T h is  is n o  jo b  fo r  a g ir l.
I  w o u ld n ’ t be stuck o n  it m y s e lf.”  T h e  
s w in g in g  sku ll was in  his m in d ’ s eye, and 
every n o w  and th e n , w h e n  he listened f o r  
it, he could hear the beat o f  the d ru m s.

" W i t h  the schooner yo u  could m a ke  o u t 
tra d in g , c o u ld n ’ t yo u ? ”

" I  th in k  so. I f  I  g o t credit fo r  trade 
go o ds. I  k n o w  a g o o d  m a n y  o f  the islanders. 
I ’ d like  to  try  i t .”

B u d  alm ost said, " S o  w o u ld  I , ”  bu t he 
w asn ’ t ready f o r  that yet.

" A l l  r ig h t ,”  he said instead. " H o w ’ s 
T i r i  as a fig h tin g  m a n ? ”

" W h a t  are yo u  p la n n in g ? ”
’ Y o u  ve g o t a sm all bo a t. I ’ m  g o in g  o ff 

in  it— w ith  T i r i ,  i f  h e ’s gam e— an d I 'm  
g o in g  to  persuade W a tte rs o n  to take o ve r 
th e  station fo r  the schooner. I ’ ve m u d d le d  
th in g s fo x  yo u  so fa r . I  th in k  I  can straighten

th e m  o u t. I ’m  a fa ir  shot m y s e lf, and W a t 
terson is a fra id  o f  a g u n  unless h e ’s got the 
d ro p  o n  th e  o th e r m a n — o r g ir l. I 'm  g o in g  
to get the d ro p  o n  h im . W h a t ’s the crew 
lik e ly to  be d o in g ? ”

H e r  eyes sparkled n o w , a p p ro v in g  h im . 
“ T h e y ’ l l  be f o r ’ a rd , p ro b a b ly be lo w  fo r  a 

w h ile  ye t, p la y in g  w ith  dice .” .
" S h o o tin g  craps, eh? C iv iliz e d  that fa r. 

H o w  about T i r i ? ”
" H e ’ ll com e w ith  u s .”  A g a in  she spoke 

ra p id ly  to  T i r i  w h o  rose to his feet and 
p o u n d e d  h im s e lf o n  the chest.

“ T h a t  W a tta s o n i n o  g o o d ,”  he said. 
“ T h a t  ehipe  b e lo n g  a lo n g  M is s y . W e  ta k e .”  

" F i n e . Y o u ’ ll have to  come a lo n g ,”  he 
said to  the g ir l. “ G u m  thin gs u p  to leave 
yo u  o n  shore. I f  w e  m ake the deal, there’s 
no use d e la y in g  a start. M ig h t  complicate 
th in g s . I  h o p e  to  send W a tte rs o n  ashore 
w ith  P u r d y  and w h o e ve r insists on goin g 
w ith  h i m .”

" O f  course I ’ m  c o m in g ,”  she to ld  h im . 
“ P u r d y  an d W a tte rs o n  w ill  be in  the cabin. 
T h e  native boys m a y n o t m a ke  any tro u b le , 
i f  w e can h a n d le  W a tte rs o n  and the m a te .”  

“ W e ’ ll  h a n dle  th e m . C a n  you get some 
th in g s to gether quickly? Y o u  said you had 
a g u n , an d th e re ’s W a tte rs o n 's . H o w  about 
T i r i ? ”

" M e ?  I  g o t k n ife . I  g o t club. N o  trouble 
a lo n g  o f  m e .”

“ N a t i v e  boys o n  board arm ed?”
" T h e y ’ ll  ha ve  k n ive s . B u t T i r i  can 

han dle th e m  i f  th e y’re b e lo w . T h e y  can o n ly 
com e u p  o n e  at a tim e .”

" G o o d , that leaves the cook. H e ’ll be in 
his galley?”

" I f  w e  have lu c k .”
" B u l l y .”  B u d  stood u p , and so d id  the 

g ir l. “ T h e l m a ,”  h e  said, " y o u ’ re a w o n d e r.
I  d id n ’ t k n o w  there w ere any girls like yo u . 
Y o u ’ re ta k in g  m e o n  trust, yo u  k n o w .”

" I  k n o w ,”  she said g ra v e ly ,
" Y o u  c a n ,”  said B u d  and held o u t his 

h a n d .

SH E  gave h im  hers. " I  trust y o u ,”  she said.
" I  k n o w  y o u ’ re n o t a com m on sailor. I 

d o n ’ t k n o w  w h a t I  should have d o n e  w ith 
o u t y o u . I ’ ll  be back in  a fe w  m in ute s. T h a t 
g u n  is the same calibre as m in e . T i r i ,  you 
go get ready. Y o u  savvy w h a t w e  go along 
to  fix? ”
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P le n ty  I  sa vvy. I  g o .”

She came back w ith  a strapped valise , a 
g u n  belted o n , h e r eyes s h in in g . She handed 
a b o x  h a lf  f u l l  o f  cartridges to  B u d , w h o  
fille d the cylin d e r o f  W a tte rs o n ’ s C o lt , and 
slipped the rest in to  his pockets. T i r i  a p 
peared w ith  the bone h a ft o f  a k n ife  sh o w 
in g  above his lo in c lo th , an d b e a rin g  a 
h a rd w o o d  club that ended in a k n o b  w ith  a 
beak o f  shell o r bone p ro je c tin g  fr o m  it. 
T h is  was a fo rm id a b le  w e ap o n  w hich he 
sw u n g  w ith  easy zest, his eyes g litte rin g , 
tran sfo rm e d  in to  the w a rrio r. H e  had 
smeared some w h ite  stuff o n  his face and 
was p la in ly  ha p p y at the role he was to  p la y .

" T h o s e  kanaka b o y ,”  he said, “ ta lk  too 
m uch a lo n g  the ir p a y . I  tell u m  w e  p le n ty 
fix . T e l l  u m  bim e by W a tta s o n i h e  come 
a lo n g  shore— to m o rro w  he p a y. T h e y  be
lieve w hich w ay a lo n g  o f  m e I  sp e a k.”  

" W a tte rs o n  w ill  pay th e m ,”  said the g ir l , 
" i f  he has the m o n e y aboard . I  suppose he 
has. I f  w e take the schooner h e 'll n ave to 
stay here, and ru n  things u n til a ship calls. 
O r  w e can send o n e .”

" W e  w o n ’ t w o rry  too m u ch about W a t 
te rs o n ,”  said B u d . " A r e  w e  set? L e t ’ s g o .”  

T h e y  w e n t d o w n  the beach, an d a lo n g 
the w h a rf to w he re  the boat la y . T h e r e  
seemed n o th in g  incongruous to  B u d  in the 
adventure they w ere lau n ch in g— th e  g ir l he 
had m e t, h im s e lf delive re d fr o m  the f o ’c’ sle 
o f  the Flying Cloud, an d the loin -clad  n a 
tiv e . I t  seemed o n ly  the fittin g  close o f  the 
day that had cram m ed w ith  h a p p e n in g s. It  
accorded w ith  the sound o f  the dru m s co m 
in g  d o w n  fr o m  the d a rk p u rp le  h e ig h ts, the 
w a v in g  b u sh , the breeze, spicy w ith  strange 
scents, that was b lo w in g  o ff the la n d , the 
phosphorescent curl o f  breakers o n  th e  re e f, 
the b rillia n t stars duplicated in  the calm  
lagoon across w h ic h  they d r ifte d . W i t h  T i r i  
using a stern oar as p a d d le  and ru d d e r b o th , 
they m o ve d  slo w ly d o w n  o n  the schooner, 
w hich show ed w ith  lights in the a fte r ports 
and g lo w in g  fr o m  the s k y lig h t. A  p h o n o 
gra ph  was g r in d in g  raucously aboard.

T i r i  was cro o n in g  ve ry so ftly  to h im s e lf 
as he p lie d  the oar— h a rd ly  above his breath 
— yet there was so m e thin g b lo o d -th irs ty , a 
ve ry lust o f  k illin g , in the short phrases 
that he h u m m e d , as he c a re fu lly ha n d le d  
tl»e tu rn in g  blade, its little  w isps o f  seafire 
streaking away fr o m  it. T h e y  w ere n o w  close

u p  to  the schooner, lo w  in th e  w ate r fro m  
its copra cargo, the fre e bo ard easy to  n e go 
tiate. T i r i  b ro u g h t th e m  u p  beneath the 
o ve rh a n g in g  stern, ro u n d  to  the starboard 
q u a rte r. T h e n  he stood u p , club in  h a n d .

” 1 c lim b  u m  p o rt s id e ,”  he said in a 
noiseless, b u t aud ib le w h is p e r. " Y o u  go 
sta’ b o a rd . Suppose some o n e  he lo o k  alon g 
o f  y o u , I  fix  u m .”

I t  was good strategy. T i r i  was a w a rrio r 
first, and a fo re m a n  a fte rw a rd .

" Y o u  n o  m ake fix  u m  fo r  d e a d ,”  w arned 
the g ir l.

T i r i  g ru n te d , let his b o d y fa ll  aw ay in a 
cu rve , and dissolved in to  the w ater w ith  
o u t splash, h a rd ly  r ip p lin g  it. T h e y  gave 
h im  a m o m e n t o r  tw o , th o u g h  tim e was 
g e ttin g  a scarce and precious c o m m o d ity. 
T h e  tid e  was slack, and a n y m in u te  W a t 
terson o r P u r d y , b o th  p ro b a b ly , w o u ld  turn 
o u t the c re w , loosen gaskets and hoist the 
a n cho r, w h ic h  h a d  already been hauled 
short. B u t  the p h o n o g ra p h  still sent o u t its 
sugary w o rd s , and they co u ld hear the voices 
o f  the tw o  m e n , the c lin k  o f  a glass and 
b o ttle , could even get th e  reek o f  som e
b o d y ’s p ip e  as the y crouched, th e ir pulses 
b e a tin g fa st, th e ir b lo o d  tin k lin g . M a n  and 
w o m a n — n o t m u ch m o re  tha n  bo y and g irl 
— the y w ere c o m m itte d  to  the same a d ve n 
tu re , th e ir a d ve n tu re , r u n n in g  the risks 
toge the r.

S H E  touched B u d  o n  the a rm . T h e y  rose, 
b u t w ith  the pa in te r o f  the shore d in g h y 

ready to take a tu rn  about a cleat, w h e n  they 
saw the g lo w  o f  a cigarette spark as their 
heads lifte d  above the ra il. T h e i r  hands 
w ere already o n  i t , ready to  g o  aboard . A  
ca tlike , w h ite -k ilte d  fig u re , w hose slant eyes 
shone b y the lig h te d  binnacle la m p , glided 
to w a rd  th e m , a lo n g  k n ife  co m in g  out o f  a 
g ird le  w ith  s w ift  d e xte rity . I t  was the cook.

" W h a ’ f o ’— ?”  he began, and never fin 
ished that sentence. T i r i  su dde n ly seemed 
to m a teria lize  o u t o f  sh a d o w . H i s  club came 
fo r w a r d , too g e n tly  to h u r t a fly , B u d  fa n 
cied, a stro k in g  b lo w  that braked its o w n  
fc rc e , and lan de d at the base o f  the cook's 
s k u ll. In sta n tly the m a n  pitched fo r w a r d  
o n  his h a n ds, and as instantly T i r i  stooped, 
advanced, picked u p  his vic tim  b e fo re  he 
collapsed, and deposited h im  neatly in the 
starboard scuppers.
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" P le n ty  q u ie t he s to p ,”  he said in  B u d ’s 
ear. " N o  k i ll . H i m  all rig h t b im e b y .”

T h e  three o f  th e m  stood g lu e d  to  the 
deck, listened, try in g  to  pierce the g lo o m  
fo r w a r d . T h e y  had le ft  a lig h t in  the b u n g a 
lo w  to allay o r p re ve n t an y suspicions. T h e  
p h o n o g ra p h  record e n d e d . A  m a n  spoke in 
the cabin, th ic k ly , w ith  a Scotch b u r r .”  

" It 's  all r ig h t f o r  y o u , W a t t y , the w a y ye 
plan it. B u t w h a t d o  I  get o u t o ' it? I 'm  
yo u r catspaw , it seems. I  p u t the lad  out o ' 
the w a y w h ile  y o u  get the lassie, a n ’ a’ the 
gear. Suppose I  k i ll  the lad? W h a t ’ s it w o rth  
to  ye, W a tty ? ”

" I  d o n ’ t w a n t h im  k ille d , I  to ld  y o u . N o t  
till I 'm  th ro u g h  w ith  h im . Y o u ’ re h a lf seas 
o ver n o w , P u r d y , w e ’ ll ta lk  it  o ve r again 
later. T i d e ’s close to  the tu rn . W e ’ ll g o  out 
n o w , and w e ’ l l  com e back to m o rro w  n ig h t. 
M a k e  a la n d in g  in  T u r t le  B a y , and go 
ashore. Y o u ’ ll get e n o u g h  o u t o f  it to keep 
yo u  d ru n k  fo r  a m o n th . W e ’l l  g o  in to  de
tails to m o r ro w . T i m e  to  g o  o n  d e c k .”  

" T h e r e ’ s just tw o  d rin k s le ft  in the bottle, 
W a t t y . L e m m e  h e lp  ye to a d ra m . W e ’ ll 
d rin k  stan d in ’ an’ bo tto m s-u p  to you a n ’ the 
little le d d y .”

E v e n  as the c o o k’ s sentence had been 
c lip p e d , so was the d r in k in g  o f  the toast 
to w h ic h  W a tte rs o n  had respon ded, stand
in g  w ith  his back to  the c o m p a n io n w a y. H e  
caught sight first o f  the astounded lo o k  on 
P u r d y ’ s hicco u g h in g  features, ta k in g  in  the 
still m o re  a sto u n din g fact that the m ate was 
a llo w in g  so m e thin g to  com e betw een h im  
and his liq u o r. H e  w a n te d  P u r d y  to keep 
m e llo w  u n til his plans h a d  been carried o u t. 
T h e  Scot lost his custom ary caution w h e n  

ro pe rly p rim e d  w ith  alco ho l, and w o u ld  
e better able to  h e lp  in the k id n a p in g  

w h ic h  was' fo r w a r d , together w ith  W a tte r- 
son’ s p lan  o f  a personal revenge against the 
scarecrow sailor. H e  h a d  d o n e  w h a t fe w  
m en could boast o f ,  stood u p  to  W a tte rs o n  
in physical contest an d n o t come o ff second 
best.

P u r d y ’ s ja w  sagged, he slopped some o f  
the g in  o u t o f  his glass. I t  was p la in  to 
W a tte rs o n  that the cause o f  it was back o f  
h im , and he started to  w h ir l , his h a n d  at 
the same tim e  d ro p p in g  to  a g u n  w ith  
w h ic h  he had replaced the one captured by 
B u d . B u t th e  latte r, retrieved and used by 
the g i r l , was n o w , even as W a tte rs o n  shifted

his shoulders, pressing its ha rd u n c o m p ro 
m isin g  m u z zle  betw een th e m .

" Y o u r  o w n  C o l t , W a tte rs o n ,”  said B u d 's  
voice, alm ost c h e e rfu lly , b u t n o t jestin g ly. 
" P u t  up yo u r hands, and keep ’ em  that 
w a y . M r .  P u r d y , y o u ’ re covered fr o m  the 
s k ylig h t— so be g o o d .”

T h e  m a te ’ s eyes, pale blue in th e ir b lo o d 
shot w hite s, ro lle d  u p w a rd  to w here T h e lm a  
S e lw yn  lo o ke d d o w n  th ro u g h  the o p e n in g , 
her g u n  barrel resting o n  one o f  the brass 
protection rails.

" S it  d o w n  at the table, P u r d y ,”  B u d  w en t 
o n . "S tre tch yo u r arms o u t in  fro n t o f  yo u . 
Ju s t a m in u te , W a tte rs o n , I  w a n t another 
g u n  fr o m  y o u . M a y  g ive  it back to you later. 
A l l  depends o n  the w a y yo u  behave. Y o u  g o  
sit opposite P u r d y . F i x  yo u r arms the same 
w a y . N o w  cross ’ e m , b o th  o f  yo u — cross ’ em 
and jo in  hands.

" I  heard yo u  tw o  ta lk in g  about M iss 
S e lw y n ,”  he a d d e d , his voice losing e ve ry
th in g  b u t menace. " O u ts id e  o f  y o u r k in d  
inten tion s re g a rd in g  m e , I ’d  just as soon 
shoot as n o t, W a tte rs o n ,”  he w a rn e d . "Ju s t 
as soon— and a little  s o o n e r.”  H e  m eant it, 
re m e m be rin g the rib ald flip pan cy w ith  w hich 
the y had p lan n e d  to p re te n d to leave, and 
then re turn  and dispose o f  b o th  o f  th e m . 
H e  ached to  batter W a tte rs o n  in to  a p u lp  
fo r  his rottenness, and his w ill  leaped in 
his eyes and tw itche d in  his trig g e r fin ge r.

T h e  p a ir obeyed, th e ir hands and wrists 
fo r m in g  a d ia m o n d  hitch that le ft them  
helpless, th o u g h  W a tte rs o n  was ra g in g , and 
P u r d y  seem ingly stupefied. B u t  B u d  ke pt 
an eye o n  the little  m ate w hose eyes h e ld a 
g lin t  tha t suggested he was n o t qu ite as 
d ru n k  as he acted.

" W e  are g o in g  to  p u t the pa rtne rship on 
the o ld  basis, W a tte rs o n ,”  he said. " I ’ m  
acting fo r  M is s  S e lw y n . Y o u  get back the 
tra d in g  station e n d  o f  it, and she takes the 
schooner— also th e  copra— and w h a t’s in 
that safe, outside o f  e n o u g h  to pa y the 
hands.

" I  d o n ’ t w a n t a w o r d  o u t o f  y o u ,”  he 
w e n t o n . " Y o u r  m o u th  is to o  inclined to be 
d irty . Y o u ’ ll  d o  just w h a t I  say. Y o u ’ ve 
pro b a b ly sw in d le d  M is s  S e lw yn  o u t o f  a 
g o o d  deal o f  m o n e y , first and last. She’ s 
closing all transactions here and n o w  w ith  
this deal. W e ’ ll to w  yo u  o u t to sea a w a y , 
and then yo u  can ro w  back o n  the tid e , and
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ru n  thin gs as yo u  lik e . Y o u ’ re g e ttin g  out 
o f  it cheap. W h a t  yo u  need is a do g -la sh . I  
d o n ’t  w a n t to  tw it a m an w h o  can’ t talk 
back, so— ”

HE  M O V E D  ro u n d  the tab le , and 
searched P u r d y  f o r  w eap ons, fin d in g  

n o n e . N o w  he  stood at one end o f  the table, 
a g u n  in either h a n d . T h e  g ir l had dis
appeared. S u d d e n ly h e  he a rd a shot, a h u b 
b u b  fo r w a r d , one deep voice s h o u tin g . 
W a tte rs o n  hitched his shoulders as i f  to  
rise, b u t d ro p p e d  th e m  again as B u d ’ s rig h t 
h a n d  g u n sig h t was b ro u g h t to bear betw een 
his eyes. B u d  was to rn  w ith  irre so lu tio n . 
T h e  g irl m u st have fired . She m ust have 
been in p e ril. T h e  cook m ig h t have re v iv e d , 
the m en fo rw a rd  have—

" E y a h ! "  T h a t  was T i r i ,  ju b ila n t. A p p e a ls  
jn n a tive , clearly o f  su rren d er. T h e  g ir l , 
p le a d in g  w ith  T i r i .

T h a t  all r ig h t, M is s y . N o  can break 
tha t k in d  fe lla  s k u ll. T o o  m uch th ic k . H i ,  
you black fe lla , yo u  m ake u m  gasket loose, 
catch u m  m ainsail— catch u m  jib . A n c h o r  
he com e u p ! ’ ’

T h e r e  was the p a d d in g  o f  bare feet o n  
deck in answer to  the com m an ds. T h e  g irl 
came d o w n  the co m p a n io n w a y be hin d h im .

" I  had to  shoot F o n g  in the s h o u ld e r,”  
she said. " H e  came to an d tried to  k n ife  m e . 
W e  ll send h im  ashore. I ’ l l  d o  th e  c o o k in g .”  

B u d  was w a tc h in g  W a tte rs o n  n a rro w ly . 
T h e  m a n ’ s e vil m in d  itched f o r  some w ay 
to  express itse lf, to h u rt the g ir l , to m a lig n  
B u d . H e  started a sneering g r in , and checked 
it as his eyes caught the lo o k  in B u d ’ s c o ld 
ly  m alicious as his o w n .

" G e t  the m o n e y o u t o f  the safe, W a t t e r 
s o n ,”  B u d  said. " A l l  o f  it. H o w  m u ch do 
the wages a m o u n t to , M is s  S e lw yn ? ”

" N i n e  h u n d re d  and sixty d o lla rs , outside 
o f  T i r i . ”

" L e t  h im  include T i r i . ”
" N i n e t y  m o r e .”
" O n e  thousand and fifty . Y o u  d o n ’ t have 

to  pa y this to  the hands, W a tte rs o n , bu t it 
w ill  pay yo u  to  do it, so M is s  S e lw y n  thin ks 
you w il l . T h e y  are expe ctin g it fr o m  y o u , 
a n yw a y. T i r i  to ld  th e m  y o u ’ d com e ashore, 
a n d  pay it w ith  the cash. I  im agin e  th e y’ ll  
be uneasy till they get i t .”

" I ’m  g o in g  u p  on deck again to  take h e r 
o u ts id e ,”  said the g ir l. " T h e r e ’ll be three

m e n  to  g o  back w ith  th e m , besides F o n g . 
T h e  rest w ill  com e w ith  us. I ’ ll  g iv e  T i r i  the 
w heel as soon as w e are clear an d com e be
lo w  a g a in .”

W a tte rs o n  rose slo w ly as she disappeared. 
H i s  eyes w ere ve n o m o u s. H e  lo o ke d at B u d  
lik e  a balked d e v il, the n  at P u r d y , and w ent 
to w ards the safe, squ attin g be fo re  it. tw ir l
in g  the d ia l. B u d  he a rd P u r d y ’s h a rd  breath
in g . H e  had seen the lo o k  pass betw een the 
m ate and W a tte rs o n , an d he was o n  his 
gu ard against s o m e th in g , n o t sure o f  w h a t 
it m ig h t be.

W a tte rs o n  tu rn e d  ro u n d  w ith  a tin  cash- 
b o x  in his h a n ds, an d p u t it d o w n  o n  the 
table.

" Y o u  can o pen i t ,”  he said su lle n ly. 
" T h e r e ’ s m y keys. B u t it ’ s p la in  p ira c y .”

T o  o p e n  it B u d  w o u ld  have to  p u t d o w n  
one g u n , m o re  o r  less occupy b o th  hands. 
T h e r e  was a trick here, b u t it seemed p a lp a 
b le .

" Y o u  o p e n  i t ,”  he said. " A n d  count o ff 
w h a t you n e e d; I ’ ll  check i t .”

W a tte rs o n  bent his head o v e r his task. 
B u t  n o t before there ha d been another 
glance betw een h im  and P u r d y  w h o — too 
su dde n ly— show ed signs o f  d ru n k e n  stupor 
and drow siness. A n d  n o t be fo re  B u d  
fancied he had seen a s w ift  gleam  o f  tr i
u m p h  pass o v e r W a tte rs o n ’ s face.

W h a t  was it? C o u n te rfe it m oney? O r  was 
the cash-box em pty? T h e  ship's m on ey 
spent?

WA T T E R S O N  seemed to have trouble 
w ith  the k e y. T h e  lid  came u p  sud

d e n ly , screening his h a n d s. B u d  guessed the 
rid d le  as P u r d y , su dde n ly sober an d alert, 
flip p e d  u p  a h a n d , caught th e  neck o f  a 
b o ttle , and jerked it straight and ha rd at 
B u d ’ s head, w h ile  W a tte rs o n ’ s rig h t hand 
came in to  v ie w  h o ld in g  an autom atic he had 
taken fr o m  the cash-box.

T w o  shots, a crash o f  glass, then  tw o  
m o re  shots, blended in  continuous sound ' 
b e fo re  the g ir l came lea pin g d o w n  th e  co m 
p a n io n w a y . B u d  had struck at th e  flyin g  
b o ttle  w ith  his le ft h a n d g u n , shattering it, 
even as his rig h t h a n d  p u lle d  trig g e r s im u l
taneously w ith  the discharge o f  W a tte rs o n ’s 
autom atic.

A  bu lle t g o t h im  in th e  le ft  sho u ld e r, 
tw is tin g  h im  w ith  the heavy im pact. B u t



81THE PENDULUM OF THE SKULL

he saw W a tte rs o n , w ith  a curious lo o k  o f  
surprise o n  his face, fire again , and send 
the lead th ro u g h  the to p  o f  the table b e fo re  
he slid d o w n  to  his chair seat and then the 
flo o r, a le e rin g , fo o lis h  g r in , b lo o d  bre a kin g  
o u t h ig h  above his rig h t eye.

H i s  g u n  fe ll o n  the table. W i t h  alm ost 
incredible a g ility  P u r d y  flu n g  a heavy tu m 
ble r a fte r the b o ttle , and reached f o r  W a t -  
terson's w e a p o n . T h e  tu m b le r caught B u d  
o n  the ja w , and the cabin w h irle d  in a fo g  
as he co n vu lsive ly squeezed the trig g e r—  
and m issed. T h e  b u lle t flew  h ig h  w h ile  B u d  
tottered back, s lu m p in g  to a tran som , strug
g lin g  against unconsciousness.

H e  came to , w ith  his head in  the g ir l ’ s 
la p , his face w e t w ith  fresh w a te r, the 
blo o d-so dd e n  sleeve o f  his coat rip pe d out 
at the sh o u ld e r, and his flesh bared to the 
w o u n d . H e r  hands w ere at w o r k , her fingers 
p ro b in g  g e n tly  b u t firm ly  w here the lead 
h a d  to rn  th ro u g h . A  tw in g e  o f  p a in  had 
b ro u g h t h im  back again to see pain  o f  a n 
o ther sort in  he r eyes, b ig  in  he r pa le , 
strained face, to  see so m e th in g  else there 
that was not h a rd  to  translate.

" D o n ’ t m o ve  y e t ,"  she said.
" I  d o n ’t  w a n t to  m o ve — e v e r,”  h e  m u r 

m u re d , k n o w in g  he  was fo o lis h , content to 
be so be fo re  he p u lle d  h im s e lf to gether and 
glanced ro u n d . P u r d y  sat o n  the opposite 
tran som  w ith  a face the hue o f  cigar ashes, 
h o ld in g  his rig h t fo re a rm  that was s o p p in g  
w ith  b lo o d . T h e lm a  S e lw yn  h a d  shot h im  
b e fo re  he c o u ld  fire at B u d .

T i r i  had w h a t seemed to  be the dead 
bo d y o f  W a tte rs o n  in his b ra w n y  arm s, d e 
p o sitin g  h im  o n  th e  transom  beside P u r d y , 
b e n d in g  o ve r f o r  e xa m in a tio n .

" H e  n o t d e a d , M is s y ,’ ’ he said in tones 
o f  distinct d is a p p o in tm e n t. " T o o  m u ch luck 
fo r  h i m .”

A f t e r  a ll, the casualties w ere n o t so seri
ous that they fe lt co m p u n ctio n  about send
in g  th e m  ashore. Blooid p o iso n in g  was the 
o n ly  th in g  to fe a r, an d there w ere p le n ty o f  
disinfectants in  the station k i t . T i r i  had 
fo u n d  it necessary to  club tw o  o f  the crew 
before a th ird  capitu lated, and the rest—  
o rig in a l m em bers— recognized h im , and 
join e d the cause o f  the d a u g h te r o f  the ir 
fo rm e r skipper— the g ir l w h o  ha d acted as 
m ate and w h o m  th e y like d  and respected 
fa r  m o re  th a n  W a tte rs o n  and P u r d y . T h e

th ic k skulls o f  the natives, bu ffered b y their 
mats o f  h a ir , had saved them  fr o m  fra cture , 
and they w ere able— w ith  the th ird  m an 
w h o , as the ir fe llo w  tribesm an, was left 
b e h in d , le a vin g  the schooner pu rg e d  o f  all 
possible m alcontents— to  place W a tte rs o n  
w ith  his gou ge d skull ba n da ge d, P u r d y , w ith  
his b le e d in g  stopped w ith  a to u rn iq u e t and 
F o n g , w ith  his shoulder g iv e n  first a id , into 
the shore d in g h y .

I n  consideration o f  the w o u n d s  B u d  and 
the g ir l gave u p  the p la n  to  to w  W a tte rs o n  
and his fo llo w e rs  to sea. T h e y  cast them  o ff , 
w a tc h in g  them  p a d d le  shorew ard to w a rd  the 
beach o f  the w h a r f an d th e  lig h te d  b u n g a 
lo w , as the schooner, o n  the first o f  the ebb, 
the lan d w in d  in  h e r sails, slid th ro u g h  the 
reefgate to the o p e n  sea.

IT  W A S  three days later b e fo re  B u d  m ade 
confession. H i s  shoulder was stiff, bu t it 

d id  n o t pain  h im  p a rticu la rly, and the 
w o u n d  was h e a lin g  at first inte n tio n . H e  
to o k  it easy in the co ckp it, unable to  assist, 
w a tc h in g  the sm art h a n d lin g  o f  the schooner 
b y the g irl w h o , w ith  T i r i  f o r  m a te, m ade 
n o  tro u b le  o f  it . She could navigate also; 
she co u ld d o  a lo t o f  thin gs that m ade B u d  
feel particu larly h u m b le .

T h e  g la m o u r was still o ve r th in g s. T h e y  
w e re  alone to gether in a .w o r ld  o f  sunshine 
and fresh w in d , o f  blu e  seas and spa rklin g 
fo a m — m a n  and m a id  w h o  had adventured 
to ge the r, an d w h o  trusted each o th e r.

" Is  there real m o n e y in  independent tra d 
in g , p ic k in g  u p  cargoes w ith  a schooner?” 
he asked h e r, a fte r he had fig u re d  out a 
h u n d re d  ways o f  w o r k in g  u p  to his subject 
— and a b a n d o n in g  the m .

" A  l i v i n g ,”  she said. " I t  depends a great 
deal o n  g o o d -w ill. T h e  b ig  firm s like B u rns 
P h ilp  ha ve  all the best o f  it, o f  course. A n d  
w e  o n ly  have a short season fo r  copra. Y o u  
have to  m ake o u t w ith  pearlshell, becbe de  
m er  and sharks' fins. T h r o u g h  the rainy 
season y o u  have to lay u p .

" O f  course i f  one has capital, and can 
pa y expenses f o r  seven years w h ile  the 
palm s g ro w  to  m a tu rity , yo u  can lease land 
cheaply, an d then  every tree is w o rth  al
m o st tw o  dollars a year to  y o u , i f  yb u  m ake 
o il fr o m  the copra. T h a t  all means m a 
c h in e ry. A n d  it ’ s a lo n g  tim e  to w a i t .”

" I f  on e  was alone— ye s ,”  said B u d . T h e
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g i r l  lo o k e d  a t h im  q u e s t io n in g ly . I t  w as th e  
e n d  o f  th e  d a y , a n d  th e  se a  w as d a r k e n in g  
w ith  su n se t.

" Y o u  s e e ,” s a id  B u d , h is  v o ic e  t r e m b lin g  
a l i t t le  w ith  h is  e a r n e s tn e s s , a n d  w ith  h is  
s w if t ly  g r o w in g  f e a r  o f  th e  o u tc o m e  n o w  
th a t  h e  w as g o in g  to  p u t th in g s  to  th e  
to u c h . " I  d o n ’t  a m o u n t to  m u c h , T h e lm a .  
I  w as s h a n g h a ie d  b e c a u se  I  th o u g h t  i t  w a s  
c le v e r  to  ta k e  in  th e  S a n  F r a n c is c o  w a te r 
f r o n t  a n d  try  to  s a m p le  a ll  th e  r o t te n  b o o z e  
w e  ra n  a cro ss . T h e r e  w as a f ig h t . I  w o u n d  
u p  in  th e  f o ’c ’s le  o f  th e  F ly in g  C lo u d .

" B u t  th e r e  w a s n ’t  a g i r l  m ix e d  u p  in  it . 
I ’ve  p e tte d  a n d  n e c k e d , b u t  i t  a lw a y s  se e m e d  
to  m e  th a t I ’d r u n  a cro ss  th e  r ig h t  o n e  s o m e  
d ay , a n d  th a t  s h e ’d fe e l  th e  s a m e  w a y  a b o u t 
i t— th a t  w e ’d b e e n  o n  th e  w a y  to  m e e t  e a c h  
o th e r  a l l  th e  t im e . I t  so u n d s  cra z y , b u t  I  
f e l t  th a t  w ay a b o u t y o u  f r o m  th e  b e g in n in g .

" I  l e f t  a  c a r  s ta n d in g  s o m e w h e r e  o n  
K e a r n e y  S tr e e t— e ig h t  w e e k s  a g o . I  w o n 
d e r  w h o ’s g o t  i t  n o w ?  N o t  th a t  I  w o rry . 
T h is  s c h o o n e r ’s a  lo t  th e  b e t te r  b o a t . A n d  
th e r e ’s q u ite  a  b i t  o f  m o n e y , to o , d e a r . I  
th re w  a lo t  o f  i t  aw ay  a n d  I 'd  h a v e  g o t  r id  
o f  th e  re s t  th e  sa m e  w ay — m o n e y  th a t  m y  
p o o r  o ld  d ad  m a d e  b y  b u c k in g  th e  g a m e .

I ’v e  n e v e r  e a rn e d  a  c e n t— so  fa r .  I ’m  n o t 
m u c h — b u t I  th in k  I  c o u ld  b e — it ’s d if fe r 
e n t  n o w — ”

S h e  tu rn e d  a n d  lo o k e d  a t  h im , h e r  l ip s  
a  l i t t le  a p a rt , h e r  b r e a th in g  a  l i t t le  h u rr ie d , 
h e r  ey es—

" W o u l d  y o u , c o u ld  y o u , T h e lm a ? ” h e  
a sk e d  h e r .

T i r i  a n d  th e  n a t iv e  b o y s  d id  n o t  b o th e r  
a b o u t c o o k e d  m e a ls . T h e y  h a d  d r ie d  fish , 
g r e e n  c o c o n u ts  a n d  f r u i t .  T h e  fa c t  th a t  
s u p p e r - t im e  p a sse d  in  th e  c a b in  w ith o u t  any 
p r e p a r a t io n s  d id  n o t  u p s e t  th e ir  a r r a n g e 
m e n ts  a n d  T i r i ,  m u n c h in g  a  s tr ip  o f  su n - 
c u re d  s q u id  h e  to o k  f r o m  h is  lo in c lo th ,  m a d e  
n o  o b je c t io n s  to  th e  fa c t  th a t , u n d e r  o r d i
n a ry  c ir c u m s ta n c e s , h is  s k ip p e r -m is tre s s  
s h o u ld  h a v e  re lie v e d  h im  a t  th e  w h e e l.

L o o k in g  a h e a d  in to  th e  s m o k y  su n se t, 
T i r i  to o k  a n o th e r  d r ie d  te n ta c le  an d  
c ru n c h e d  in to  its  c r is p , s a lty  s w e e tn e s s . H e  
k n e w  th e  tw o  w e re  ta lk in g  n o n s e n s e . L o v e rs  
a lw a y s  d id . W a s  h e  n o t  a  lo v e r ?  W a s  th e r e  
n o t  a  g i r l  e v e n  n o w  w h o  w o u ld  b e  w a it in g  
f o r  h im  to  c o m e  b a c k  w ith  w ild  g in g e r  
w r e a th s  f o r  h is  w id e  s h o u ld e rs .

L i f e  w as g o o d ! F ig h t — fo o d — m a tin g . 
V e r y  g o o d !

F U R S  A N D  F U R  P R I C E S

IN  T H E  fu r - t r a p p in g  d ay s b e f o r e  th e  O r e g o n  e m ig r a t io n , fu r s  b o u g h t  f o r  a  fe w  
c e n ts  o f  t r a d e  g o o d s  o f te n  s o ld  f o r  h u n d r e d s  o f  d o lla r s  a t  th e  m a r k e ts . I n  th e  

v e ry  e a r ly  d ay s, o n e  tr a d e r  o b ta in e d  1 1 0  p r im e  b e a v e r  s k in s , w o r th  a b o u t e ig h t  
d o lla r s  e a c h , f o r  f iv e  le a v e s  o f  to b a c c o  e a c h ; tw e n ty  p r im e  s k in s  f o r  a  y a rd  o f  w h ite  
c o t to n  c lo th . T h is  sa m e  m a n  b o u g h t  b e a v e r  s k in s , w o r th  o v e r  s e v e n  d o lla r s  e a c h , 
f o r  a n  a v e ra g e  c o s t in  t r a d e  g o o d s  o f  e le v e n  c e n ts . T h e  H u d s o n ’s B a y  C o m p a n y ’s 
e a r ly  v a lu a t io n  o f  fu r s , a v e r a g in g  a  y e a r ’s c o l le c t io n , ra n  a b o u t a s  f o l lo w s :  O t te r , 
$ 1 2 . 0 0 ;  B e a v e r , $ 6 . 0 0 ;  B e a r ,  $ 5 . 0 0 ;  F o x ,  $ 2 . 5 0 ;  L y n x  a n d  W o l f ,  $ 2 . 0 0  e a c h ; 
D e e r  a n d  W o lv e r in e ,  e a c h , $ . 7 5 ;  M in k ,  $ . 6 0 ;  R a c c o o n , $ . 4 0 ;  W e a s e l  a n d  M u s k r a t , 
e a c h , $ .1 5 .  S e a  o t te r  s k in s  ra n  f r o m  $ 2 5 . 0 0  to  $ 7 5 . 0 0  e a c h , a n d  th e r e  w a s  a 
R u s s ia n  c o lo n y  o n  th e  P a c if ic  c o a s t th a t  m a d e  a  s p e c ia lty  o f  p r o c u r in g  th e m . A  
fe w  y ea rs  la te r , b e a v e r  b r o u g h t  $ 4 . 0 0  a  p o u n d  f r o m  A m e r ic a n  tr a d e r s  in  th e  
m o u n ta in s  o r  a t  th e  p o sts , a n d  $ 6 . 0 0  o r  $ 7 . 0 0  a p o u n d  in  S t .  L o u is , w 'h ile  s ilv e r  
f o x  s k in s  b r o u g h t  o n ly  $ 6 0 . 0 0  a t  th e  p o s t  o r  r e n d e z v o u s . E lk  a n d  w o l f  s k in s  
w e r e  n o t  d e s ire d , b u t  th e  la t t e r  s o m e tim e s  b r o u g h t  a  d o l la r  e a c h . T h e  a n n u a l 
e x p o r t  o f  b e a v e r  s k in s  b y  t h e  H u d s o n ’s B a y  C o m p a n y  r a n  f r o m  5 0 , 0 0 0  to  1 0 0 ,0 0 0 .  
O n  o n e  s m a ll  r iv e r  a lo n e  th e  In d ia n s  o b ta in e d  1 3 0 ,0 0 0  m u s k r a t  s k in s  in  o n e  y e a r , 
6 0 , 0 0 0  th e  n e x t  y e a r , a n d  n o n e  th e r e a f te r !  D r e s s e d  b u f fa lo  h id e s  b r o u g h t  a b o u t 
$ 2 . 0 0  e a c h ; th e  ro b e s , $ 4 . 0 0 ,  w h ile  p a in te d  o r  q u i lle d  h id e s  s o ld  a t  f r o m  $ 8 .0 0  
to  $ 1 0 . 0 0 .  T h e  h u n te r s , k n o w in g  h o w  th e  In d ia n s  p r iz e d  th e  s k in  o f  th e  w h ite  o r  
w h ite -s p o tte d  b u ffa lo  ( a  f r e a k  o f  n a tu r e  s o m e tim e s  m e t  w i t h )  w e r e  k e e n  to  
k i l l  th e s e  a n im a ls  a n d  tr a d e  th e  s k in s  to  th e  sa v a g e s  f o r  as m a n y  as 6 0  c o m m o n  
b u ffa lo  ro b e s .



Of Course the Young 
Rancher Noticed His 

Rifle Was Missing

T h e  B e n t  

G un  B a r r e l

By BARRY SCOBEE

W H E N  F i f e  G u e rn s e y  return ed 
to  his shack a fte r tw o  days’ 
absence o n  an othe r ranch he 
saw at once th a t his rifle was 
g o n e . D is tu rb e d  o v e r the m a t

ter, h e  ro de  o n  to  to w n  at once to  m a ke  in 
qu irie s, and possibly to  in fo rm  the sh e riff.

F i f e  h a d  tw o  sections o f  lan d  a n d  tw e n ty 
head o f  yearlings— just a start f o r  h im s e lf. 
H e  k n e w  h o w  to  h a n d le  cow  stu ff as o n ly  
m en b o rn  to the gam e can k n o w , and h a v 
in g  little  to  d o  o n  his o w n  ranch he fr e 
q u e n tly  h e lpe d o u t the b ig  cattle barons in a 
p in c h . Instead o f  p a yin g  h im  in d a ily wages 
th e y , in th e ir fre e -h a n d e d  w a y , w o u ld  tell 
h im  to  pick o u t a c a lf, to be d rive n  ho m e  at 
b ra n d in g  tim e . F i f e  w as a h a rd  w o r k e r , e x 
tre m e ly lika ble  m ost o f  the tim e , an d nearly 
everyone w as interested in  boo sting h im  
a lo n g .

F i f e ’s nearest n e ig h b o r w as o ld  U n c le  
J im m y , fo u r  m iles aw ay o v e r the w in d 
sw ept h ills , and in the o b lig in g  w a y  o f  the 
B ig  R a n c h  co u n try the y o u n g  m a n  always 
w e n t past the o ld  m a n 's cabin o n  his w a y to 
to w n .

U n c le  Jim m y  o w n e d  thirte e n  square m iles 
o f  this choice short-grass c o u n try , and the 
papers w e re  prepared and ready to execute 
co n ve yin g  th e  la n d  to  F i f e  o n  easy term s

a n d  at lo w  va lu e . A n y  adjacent ranchm an 
w o u ld  have pa id a th ird  m o re , b u t U n c le  
J im m y  regarded F i f e  as a son. H o w e v e r , the 
o ld  m a n , lik e  m a n y another graybeard, 
could n o t q u ite  screw u p his m in d  to com 
plete the sale o f  the lan d  that he lo v e d .

A n d  the w h o le  country k n e w  that i f  he 
should g o  rid in g  o ff o ve r the G r e a t D i v id e  
w ith  the papers u n sign e d , a n e p h e w  in  San 
A n t o n io , the o n ly  h e ir, w o u ld  ign o re  F i f e  
G u e rn s e y and sell at once to the highest 
b id d e r fo r  cash.

F i f e , rid in g  his straw berry roan a lo n g  a 
n a rro w  tra il, to p p e d  a rid g e  in the face o f  a 
clean w in d  a n d  lo o k e d  d o w n  o n  U n c le  
J i m m y ’s stone cabin in  a snug rim p le  o f  the 
hills .

W h e n  he  was s till*s o m e  distance fr o m  
the cabin F i f e ’ s keen o u td o o r eyes caught 
sight o f  a g u n  o n  the g ro u n d  beside the 
tra il. C o m in g  abreast he dism o u n te d , and 
saw tha t it  was his o w n  th irty -th irty  rifle, 
and that the barrel was be n t q u ite  noticeably, 
and that there w as d ry  b lo o d  o n  the blue 
m etal.

T h e  y o u n g  ra nch m an , tense as a startled 
b u c k, scanned his su rrou n din gs w ith  h a rd  
eyes, b u t saw n o th in g  u n u sua l. T h e  cabin 
was closed. A  fe w  w h ite  hens w ere p ic k in g  
h u n g rily  a ro u n d  the d o o r.
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F i f e  w a lk e d  o n , le a d in g  the m a re. A t  the 
cabin he opened the d o o r w ith o u t k n o c k in g  
an d entered.

U n c le  Jim m y  lay o n  the flo o r, in  a p o o l 
o f  b lo o d , as i f  h o rrib ly  beaten d o w n  w ith  
a club.

F i f e  staggered to the outside in a d a ze , 
his thou ghts repeating o ve r and o ve r, " P o o r  
U n c le  Jim m y , p o o r U n c le  J i m m y .”

H i s  m in d  cleared ra p id ly . A  na tu ra l a p ti
tu de  m ade h im  qu ic k in such m atters, so 
that he fe lt at once tha t d ie  deed h a d  been 
com m itted w ith  his rifle to in v o lv e  h im —  
tha t it had been stolen, used, an d placed be
side the trail as i f  he in  fleeing fr o m  his 
crim e had d ro p p e d  it there.

B u t  his o w n  predicam ent d id  n o t concern 
h im  at the m o m e n t. H e  reentered d ie  ro o m  
to m ake certain w h e th e r life  lin g e re d  in  the 
clay, an d assured b y  e xa m in a tio n  th a t it  d id  
n o t, he shut the d o o r, to o k  u p  th e  be n t rifle 
and rode o n  to w a rd  the to w n .

M id w a y  o f  the re m a in in g  seven-m ile ride 
he  th o u g h t o f  tu rn in g  o ff , fo r  aw ay to  the 
le ft  w ere the ranch b u ild in g s  o f  "B o s s ” 
H a m ilt o n , a cold blue-eyed m a n , trucule n t 
as an iceberg is tru c u le n t, and la n d  g re e d y; 
and a p a ir o f  m iles to the rig h t " B la c k ” 
Jackso n , a d a rk-visa g e d , w h ip -to n g u e  m a n , 
also lan d  gre e dy. B o th  m e n  h a d  been b id 
ders fo r  the thirteen U n c le  J im m y  sections. 
B u t i f  these m e n  w e re  to ld  o f  th e  tragedy 
there was little  they co u ld d o . T h e  sheriff 
was the m an to be in fo rm e d  speedily. So 
F i f e  jam m e d  the little  m are h a rd  ahead.

T h is  u rg in g  caused the m are to  stum ble 
o n  the rodcy tra il a n d p itch to  h e r knees. 
F i f e  was n o t th ro w n  o ff , b u t h e  leaped fro m  
the saddle in  a b la zin g  fu r y . His  weakness 
was a q u ic k , practically u n co n tro lla b le  te m 
p e r, fla m in g  o u t at times o f  im patience.

Y o u — yo u — yo u — !
H e  m o u th e d  inarticu lately, b ra n d ish in g  

the rifle cra zily about th e  m a re ’s head, 
w a n tin g  to strike h e r, try in g  to  keep fr o m  
d o in g  so.

H i s  nose spurted into b le e d in g .
T e m p e r  fre q u e n tly  g o t h im  in to  m o m e n 

tary' tro u b le . T h e  o n ly  tim es he  h a d  been 
k n o w n  to  curb it be fo re  le ttin g  the fits ru n  
th e ir course o f  b lo w s o r p ro fa n ity  w as w h e n  
enraged at the m a re. A n d  n o w  g ra d u a lly  
he subdued the u g ly  te m p o rary insanity 
w ith o u t strikin g  h e r, and b ro u g h t h im s e lf

back to n o rm a l. I n  shame h e  checked the 
nosebleed w ith  his h a n d k e rc h ie f and 
m o u n te d  an d rode o n .

T h e  to w n  was an u p la n d  villa g e  w ith  a 
store, h o te l, post office an d the like  b o rd e r
in g  a bare stony p la za . F i f e  expected to  ar
rive  at the h o u r w h e n  th e  to w n sp e op le , 
su m m e r pe o ple  fr o m  the cities, and the 
ranch fo lk  w o u ld  be gathered fo r  th e ir m a il. 
A n d  he was r ig h t, f o r  as he approached he 
saw that the m a il hack w as there fr o m  the 
distant ra ilro a d , and that the usual th ro n g  
o f  m e n , w o m e n  an d ch ild re n  was ganged 
arou n d th e  little  p in e  shack office.

Casual eyes a m o n g  the fo r ty  o r fifty  pe o 
p le  tu rn e d  to regard the lon e rid e r in the 
p la za . F i f e  saw th e  district ju d g e  o n  the 
frin g e  o f  the c ro w d , and s to p p e d  his horse 
close to  h im . H e  h e ld  u p  the rifle. A t  sight 
o f  the barrel th e y stared.

" U n c le  J im m y  has been m u r d e r e d ,”  he 
a n nounced.

P e o p le  g ru n te d  an d gasped an d hu shed. 
O u t  o f  the silence the ju d g e  exclaim ed 
s tu p id ly , " M u r d e r e d ! W h y , h e  w as in  to w n  
yesterday e v e n in g !”

" K i ll e d  by b lo w s o n  th e  head w ith  this 
r ifle ,”  asserted F i f e  w ith  a tre m o r in  his 
voice. " I n  his cabin. Y o u ’ d better send o u t 
a car to get h im . A n d — w h e re ’s th e  sheriff?”

N o b o d y  answered o r m o v e d . Faces w ere 
u p tu rn e d  to  h im  curiously.

" W h y , F i f e ! ”  said th e  ju d g e  reproach
fu lly .

S tartle d , F i f e  scanned th e  faces, saw m o r 
b id  cu riosity, slack-jaw ed a m aze m e n t, 
in c re d u lity , p a in , h o rro r— and com pre
h e n d e d .

" G r e a t  L o r d ! ”  he  cried o u t. " Y o u  th in k  
I  d id  i t ! ”

S till n o  answ er. T h e y  s im p ly co ntinued 
to  stare. O f  all o f  th e m  there F i f e ’ s gaze 
fo u n d  and h e ld  th e  d o u r  eyes o f  B la ck 
Jackso n , and that m a n , fr o m  some reason 
w ith in  the depths o f  h im s e lf, spoke o u t in 
his m e tallic voice f o r  the w h o le  c ro w d  to 
hear.

" Y o u  done it in  a rage o ’ te m p e r, F i f e . 
Y o u r  nose is b lo o d y .”

Silence aw aited the re p ly to  this accusa
tio n . M a rk e d  thus b y his w eakness, F i f e  
fle w  in to  his v io le n t rage. H e  raised th e  
rifle c ra zily , m o u th in g  ina rticu late ly, cocked 
the piece.
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T h e  th ro n g  recoiled, w ith  scared eyes 
glu ed to that b e n t, uncertain rifle barre l.

F i f e ’ s nose began to bleed. F ir m l y  the o ld  
jud ge  reached u p  an d d re w  the g u n  fr o m  
F i f e ’ s re la x in g  h a n d s, an d let d o w n  the 
h a m m e r.

" T h i s  crooked th in g  fired in to  a c r o w d ,”  
said the m an o f  th e  c o u rt, k in d ly  as a 
fa th e r, " m ig h t strike a little  c h ild ."

" I ’ m — I ’ m  s o r r y ,”  stam m ered F i f e . 
" T h a t  was fo o lishn e ss.”

T h is  was w h y  h e  c o u ld  be tolerated an d 
h ig h ly  regarded— he was qu ic k to a c k n o w l
edge his w r o n g .

" Y o u  a in ’t e xp la in e d  y e t ,”  rasped o u t 
the black scow ler.

" T e l l  us w h a t yo u  k n o w , F i f e ,  s o n ,”  
suggested the ju d g e .

" W h e n  I  got to  m y  shack at n o o n  to d a y ,”  
F i f e  started in at once, ” m y  rifle w as g o n e . 
I  headed fo r  tosvn to ask yo u -a ll about it, 
i f  som ebody h a d  b o rro w e d  i t , o r w h a t. 
W h e n  I  g o t d o s e  to  U n d e  J im m y ’ s place I  
fo u n d  it alongside the tra il, be n t lik e  t h a t."

H e  p o in te d  to  the g u n  in  th e  ju d g e ’ s 
hands.

" A t  the cabin U n c le  Jim m y  was o n  the 
flo o r. H e ’ d been d u b b e d  w ith  this rifle bar
re l. T h e  b o d y was stiff. M i g h t  ha ve  been 
there since last n ig h t, fo r  all I  k n o w . I  
stayed a ll n ig h t at M is ta h  H a m i lt o n ’s R o c k  
A r r o y o  s p rin g s ."

F o r  ve rifica tio n  o f  this th e  to w n sm e n  an d 
ranchm en tu rn e d  to Boss H a m ilt o n  a n d  his 
fo re m a n , a w ize n e d , sw art m a n  n am e d and 
in v a ria b ly called s im p ly T u r k .  H a m ilt o n ’ s 
fro sty , truculent eyes w e re  w ith o u t expres
sion.

“ F i f e  w as to  do some fe n c e -m e n d in g  fo r  
m e ,”  he said. " A s k  T u r k ."

“ I  seen F i f e  at the head o ’ B lu e  H o rs e  
C a n y o n  yesterday n o o n ,”  that little  in d iv id 
ual spoke u p  p e rtly . " H e  said he w o u ld  
finish the lin e  an d be h o m e  b y d a rk . A n d  as 
p e r usual I  to ld  h im  to  p ic k h im  o u t a c a 'f 
t o ’ p a y .”

A l l  faces tu rn e d  u p  again to  F i f e .
" T h a t ’s r ig h t ,"  th e  horsem an a c k n o w l

e dged . " B u t  I  fo u n d  a lo t o ’ fence w ashed 
o u t o n  R o c k  A r / o y o  and f i x i n ’ th a t u p  p u t 
m e  a l l  n ig h t at the springs th e r e ."

T h e n  he a d d e d , 'M i s t a h  H a m ilt o n  rode 
o v e r that a w a y la s t  w e e k . R e c ko n  he k n o w s 
the fence was w ashed o u t ”

Boss, never w o r d y  except w h e n  the ice
b e rg  in h im  was cracking and w re c k in g , 
o n ly  shru g g e d .

" Y o u  tw o  lo o k  lik e  yo u 're  try in g  to cor
ner m e !”  F i f e  spat at h im  a n d T u r k .

" N o w ,  n o w ,”  cautioned the ju d g e , " le t ’ s 
tread easy.”

Silence again , a n d  o u t o f  the m idst o f  it 
there b o o m e d a g rim  voice, n e w  to  all ears, 
" I  was o n  the R o c k  A r r o y o  yesterday a fte r
n o o n .”

H e  was a stranger in the c o u n try , a ta ll, 
lea n  and th in -m o u th e d  fe llo w  w ith  beady 
eyes, lea n in g against the hitch-rack. E v e r y 
b o d y lo o k e d  h a rd  at h im .

H e  d ip p e d  o u t an e x p la n a tio n , * T m  the 
n e w  h a n d  o n  the 6 K . ”

" A n d  yo u  saw m e , d id n 't  yo u ?”  F i f e  
b rig h te n e d .

" N o ,  I  d id n ’t! T h is  is n o n e  o f  m y b iz  
’ cept to h e lp  ketch a  k ille r ."  H e  was ad
dressing the c ro w d . " B u t  I  d id n 't  see this 
heah b lo o dy-n o sc fe lle r, n o r n o  o th e r m a n  
n e ith e r, o n  the a rroyo yesterday a fte rn o o n ."

" M a y b e  I  was d o w n  in  th e  ditch h u n tin g  
fence p o sts," suggested F i f e . " M y  horse 
was d o w n  there o u t o f  sight m ost o f  the 
tim e .”

T h e  beady-eyed one shrugged in d iffe re n t
l y , and to  h im  the ju d g e  said, " D o n ’t go 
aw ay till  w e  give  yo u  the w o r d .”

" H e r e , h e r e ,”  spoke u p  suave J o h n  H u -  
ge n o t in his deep m e llo w  voice— he, to o , 
had been an earnest co n trive r fo r  U n c le  
J im m y ’s fine lan d — le t’s d o n 't  accuse m en 
till  w e  get some evidence. W h a t  cause 
w o u ld  F i f e  h a ve  to  k ill  the o ld  m an ?”

" N o t  a n y ,”  answ ered th e  ju d g e , "e xc ep t 
his fits o f  c ra zy-m a d , and yo u  k n o w  it , Jo h n  
H u g e n o t . L e t's  talk sense. H a s  any o f  yo u  
seen suspicious strangers in  the country? O r  
d o  an y o f  yo u  k n o w  a n y th in g  about this at 
all?”

H e  aw aited a response, b u t none came, 
w h e re u p o n  h e  co n tin u e d.

" L e t  s fig u re  o u t, th e n , w h e n  U n c le  
Jim m y  was last seen— w h ile  all the cro w d  is 
here co n ve n ien t. A s  fo r  m yse lf, he came to 
to w n  late yesterday and signed u p  the deed 
co n ve yin g  his lan d to F i f e , and gave m e the 
deed to  h o ld  in  escrow. H e  le ft  m y house at 
a qu arter o f  s ix ."

Surprise a n d  chagrin greeted the an
nouncem ent o f  the deed in  F i f e ’ s fa v o r .
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Boss H a m ilt o n ’ s cold eyes lost th e ir sharp 
focus, and the strangest, m ost unreadable 
d a n c in g  expression im ag in a b le  p o p p e d  into  
the eyes o f  T u r k ,  th e  fo re m a n . B la c k Ja c k- 
son sw allo w e d his A d a m 's  a pple  an d spat 
vic io u sly; w h ile  in  the face o f  suave Jo h n  
H u g e n o t there came and fled a lo o k  o f  b it
terest disa p p o in tm e n t.

" D i d  a n yb o d y see U n d e  J im m y  a fte r he 
le ft  m y  house?”  de m an de d th e  ju d g e .

" I — saw— h i m ."
T h e  h a ltin g  confession came fr o m  a 

y o u n g  w o m a n , a d t y  sum m er v is ito r to  th e  
cool h ills , w h o  h a d  passed b e yo n d m ere 
plum pness to  fatness. She was as w h ite  as 
rice paper.

" w h e r e , miss? A n d  w h e n ? ”
" A t  his h o m e , Ju d g e , ju st at d a r k .”
A l l  eyes w ere g lu e d  o n  h e r. She was 

so miserable that she was p it ifu l .
" W i l l  yo u  tell us about it , miss? D o n ’t 

be frig h te n e d .”
" Y -y e s — ahm — I ’ ll tr y . I  w e n t o u t horse

back rid in g  w ith  M r .  T h o r n e .”
In s ta n tly  the eyes o f  th e  th ro n g  shifte d 

to  th e  y o u n g  m a n , T h o r n e , in  his lig h t 
flannels and cap. H i s  little  square m u s
tache stood out lik e  a black stam p o n  his 
tense, pale face.

" W e  w atched the sunset fr o m  the rid g e  
above the— U n d e  Jim m y 's  h o u s e ,”  she w e n t 
o n  b ra ve ly. " T h e n  w e  stopped and talked 
a m in u te  w ith  h im  as w e  ro de  back. T h a t  
w as the last I  saw o f  h i m ."

" Y o u ’ re d o in g  e x c e lle n tly ,”  praised the 
ju d g e  in  his fa th e rly  w a y . " A n d  w h a t else?”

" W e l l ,  about a m ile  fr o m  to w n  m y  horse 
ju m p e d  a n d  the s a d d le -g irth  b ro ke  an d I 
was th r o w n , o r fe ll, o ff . I  g o t M r .  T h o m e  
to  take the horse and saddle back to  U n c le  
J im m y ’s to f ix  it w h ile  I  w aite d b y the 
ro a d ."

" W h y  d id  yo u  d o  that?”  in te rru p te d  the 
ju d g e  in  astonishm ent. " A  m ile  o r so to 
to w n , five  o r six m iles back to  U n d e  
J im m y ’ s .”

T h e  y o u n g  w o m a n  w e n t o n  firm ly .
“ W e l l ,  yo u  see, every tim e  I ’ ve gone o u t 

horseback r id in g  some sort o f  silly acci
de n t has h a p p e n e d . I t ’ s because o f  m y 
b e in g  so— so stout, y o u  see. O n c e  the p o n y  
gave o u t, another tim e  I  g o t o ff a n d co u ld n ’ t 
get back o n . P e o p le  lau ghe d at m e b e h in d  
m y  back. A n d  last n ig h t— w e ll , I  just d id n ’ t

care fo r  the people to say th a t because I ’m  
so stout I  b ro k e  the saddle g ir th . So I  p e r
suaded M r .  T h o r n e  to g o  back to  the o ld  
m a n ’s to get it m ended-—w e  d id n 't  th in k  
the o ld  m a n  w o u ld  tell i f  M r .  T h o r n e  asked 
h im  n o t to . B u t  M r .  T h o r n e  d id n ’t  come 
back. I  w a ite d  u n til about m id n ig h t and 
■walked all the w a y  in  a lo n e .”

A t t e n t io n  sw itched to  T h o r n e  again. H e  
was n e rvo u sly s m o k in g  a t a cigarette. 

" W h a t  h a ve  yo u  to te ll u s, M r .  T h o r n e ? ”  
"S h e  is co rre c t," answ ered T h o m e  fro m  

a pin ched th ro a t.
" Y o u  le ft  U n c le  J im m y  alive?”
T h o m e  stam m ered so m e th in g  in d istin ct. 
" M is s , has T h o r n e  e xp la in e d  to  you 

w h y  he d id n ’t  re tu rn  w ith  y o u r horse?"
" N o ,  J u d g e .”
" F a c t is ,”  T h o r n e  spoke u p . "she 

w o u ld n ’t hear m e . F a c t is, I  g o t lost and 
I  d id n ’ t w a n t to te ll. I  g o t o ff o n  the 
w r o n g  tra il in  the d a rk  and ro d e  a rou n d 
till  d a y lig h t.”

" Y o u  g o t the g irth  fixe d ? ”  b ro ke  in 
Jo h n  H u g e n o t suavely.

" N o ,  he d id n ’ t , ”  spoke u p  the citize n  w h o  
had horses and saddles to  re n t. " A n d  b e 
sides th a t, h e  lost the g i r t ’ . ”

T h e  ju d g e  n o d d e d  en co u ra g in g ly at the 
dejected T h o r n e .

" F a c t is— I — ”  stam m ered the y o u n g  
m a n , " fa c t is, the d id  m a n  ha d been kille d  
w h e n  I  g o t back to his pla c e .”

T h e  c ro w d  was startled afresh.
T h e  ju d g e  sang o u t accusingly, " A n d  

yo u  d id n ’t  te ll It! T h o r n e , th a t looks ba d . 
T h o r n e , y o u ’ re fr o m  San A n t o n io , aren ’ t 
you?

" Y e s . I  was a fra id  to te ll, a fte r being 
lost all n ig h t. I — ”

" T h o r n e , d o  yo u  k n o w  U n d e  J im m y ’ s 
nephew' d o w n  there, Jason B rin e ? ”  

" N - n o .”
T h e  ju d g e  le ft  this a n g le  u p  in  the a ir. 

H e  loo ke d the c ro w d  o v e r.
" A n y b o d y  else k n o w  a n y th in g  about 

this?”  he asked. " A n y  suggestions be fo re  
w e  send o u t fo r  the b o d y? ”

A f t e r  a m o m e n t o f  w a itin g , F i f e  asked 
earnestly, " Is  there an y objection to m e g o 
in g , too? I ’ d lik e  to lo o k  o ve r th e  g ro u n d  
fo r  d u e * ."

" S u re , g o  a h e ad ,”  said th e  ju d g e . " I ’ m  
not accusing yo u  o r  tr y in g  to  h o ld  y o u .
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B u t  som ebody has k ille d  o ld  U n d e  Jim m y , 
as y o u  say, and— ”  h e  d a n d le d  th e  be n t rifle 
o n  his tw o  palm s th o u g h tfu lly — " w h o e v e r 
d id  it is g o in g  to  be fo u n d  o u t. M o s t o f  
yo u  k n o w  m y  fa ith , th a t th e  e v il doer is 
m ost certainly p u n is h e d , so m e h o w . I t ’ s 
q u ite  possible, i f  w e  o n ly  k n e w  h o w  to 
read i t , th a t this cro o ke d g u n  could tell us 
w h o  the g u ilty  person is, w h o  it  was that 
lent his h a n d  t o  so dastardly a c rim e .”

T h e r e  was a n  uneasy stir a m o n g  the 
hearers, as i f  the be n t barrel m ig h t tu rn  
itself in  the k in d ly  o ld  ju d g e ’ s hands and 
p o in t c ro o ke dly at o n e  o f  th e m .

T h e  o ld  m a n  spoke again about b rin g in g  
in  the b o d y . T w o  m e n  w ith  cars v o lu n 
teered. T h e  she riff came u p . W h e n  those 
w h o  w e re  to  g o  stepped o u t, the cro w d 
b ro ke  u p . In t o  th e  car w h e re  w e re  the sheriff 
and F i f e  th e  ju d g e  w hisp e re d a w a rn in g .

“ K e e p  an eye o u t, boys, fo r  signs o f  
U n c le  J im m y ’s n e p h e w . T h e  o ld  m a n  had 
a letter saying h e  was c o m in g  o u t fr o m  San 
A n t o n io  o n  a  little  t r ip . H e  m ig h t ha ve  
called o n  his uncle early last n ig h t— yo u  
u n de rstan d. C a n 't  lea ve  an y stone u n tu rn e d  
in  a case lik e  t h is .”

T h e  autom obiles rushed a w a y. F i f e  re
la x e d  a little , sm iled w h im s ic a lly  at the 
y o u n g  fe llo w  d r iv in g .

" T o u g h  lu c k ,”  sym p a th ize d  the latter. 
" B u t , h a n g  it a ll , F i f e ,  they d o n ’t ve ry 
m a n y o f  ’ e m  t h in k  y o u  d id  i t .”

" T h i s  b lo o d y  be ak— the sign o ' m y  crazy 
tem per— i f  it h a d n ’t  been f o r  this the y 
w o u ld n ’ t h a ve  th o u g h t o f  m y  d o in g  i t ."

" I t 's  b a d , F i f e , that te m pe r. T h e  boys 
h a ve  o fte n  said so. N o b o d y  in  the country 
g o t a te m p e r lik e  th a t unless i t ’s Boss 
H a m ilt o n ’ s T u r k — a n d  he a in ’t  a w h ite  
m a n , e x a c tly .”

B a ck in  t o w n , w h e n  th e  a u to m o b ile  
dashed a w a y in  a stir o f  dust, some o f  the 
m e n  o f  the m e ltin g  c ro w d  gathered a rou n d 
the ju d g e , curious to  inspect the rifle. T h e  
g u n  was passed fr o m  h a n d  to h a n d , pres
e n tly  reaching a h a lf-g ro w n  city bo y w h o , 
b e in g  unused to  g u n s, thoughtlessly cocked 
it as it p o in te d  in  th e  general direction o f  
a d o ze n  m e n . I t  was Jo h n  H u g e n o t w h o  
struck the m u z zle  u p  in  a startled w a y .

" B o y ! ”  he expo stula te d . " D o n ’t be p o in t
in g  tha t th in g  a ro u n d  prom iscuously. T h a t  
crooked b a rre l— ”

" N o  te llin ’ w h o  i t ’ d  h i t ,”  finished an
o th e r.

" T r y  it o n  the ’ dobe fe n c e ,”  suggested 
B la c k  Jackson, “ a n d see i f  the th in g  w ill  
shoot, an d w h e re , just o uta cu rio sity .”

T e n  o r tw e lve  paces aw ay was \ h ig h  
adobe w a ll. T h e  m a n  w h o  had the g u n  
p ro ffe re d  it a rou n d the circle. T u r k  ac
cepted it and faced the b la n k  w a ll . H e  
opened the m a g a zin e  to see i f  it w ere 
loa d e d .

" F o u r , five sh e lls,”  h e  observed. " D o n ’ t 
th in k  the bu lle t w ill  split the ba rre l, d 'y o u - 
all?”

H e  h e ld  the g u n  at die  h ip , p o in tin g  
straight o u t in fr o n t o f  h i m , an d fire d , 
b u t the b u lle t struck u p  a little  spu rt o f  
■dry earth fr o m  the o ld  w a ll at least ten 
feet o ff to the rig h t.

" F i r e  in a c ro w d , yo u  sure c o u ld n ’t  tell 
w h o ’d get h i t ,”  said the beady-eyed h a n d  
fr o m  the 6 K .

N o b o d y  seemed to lik e  this m a n . T h e  
subject was changed b y B la c k  Jackson speak
in g  in  a d isgru n tle d w a y .

" H o p e  F i f e  G u e rn s e y  gets to e n jo y his 
n e w  la n d  th a t the jedge is h o ld in g  the deed 
f o r .”

" F in e s t  passel o ’ la n d  a ro u n d  here— e ight 
dio u san d three h u n d r ’d  and tw e n ty  acres 
alm ost w u th  k ill in ’ f o r .”

" H o p e  no ja il n o r n o th in g  like  th a t 
comes u p  to  keep F i f e  o ff  o ’ the l a n d ,”  said 
T u r k  w ith  a leer.

N o b o d y  answered that either. T u r k ’ s boss, 
the cold-eyed truculent H a m i lt o n , was n o t 
there to  echo yea o r nay.

T h e  pe o ple  d id  n o t re turn  h o m e . T h e y  
collected o n  the lo n g  hotel and d ru g  store 
porch to aw ait the co m in g  o f  the bo d y an d 
m o re  in fo rm a tio n  fr o m  the sh e riff. T h e y  
w ere still there, augm ented by later com 
ers, w h e n  at last th e  tw o  autom obiles that 
had gone o u t fo r  U n c le  Jim m y  came ro llin g  
in .

F i f e  G u e rn s e y craw led fr o m  the lead 
car as g rim  as an executioner. H e  searched 
a ro u n d  a n d caught sight o f  the m a n  he 
w a n te d .

" T u r k ! ”  he co m m a n de d.
T h e  w ize n e d  little  m a n , still carrying th e  

crooked rifle, came fo rw a rd  a step o r tw o , 
a curious p la y o f  em otions o n  his counte
nance. T h e  spectators o n  the lo n g  porch
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a fe w  paces b e h in d  F i f e — a n d T h o r n e  and 
the stout w o m a n  w e re  there side b y side—  
fr o ze  at som e thin g in  F i f e ’s tone.

" T u r k ,”  said F i f e ,  clear an d fir m , " I  
fo u n d  a clue. U n d e  J im m y ’s little  garden 
gate was kicke d o ff o ’ the hin ges. D o n e  
because it w as slow  to o p e n . D o n e  b y a 
m an w ith  a nasty te m p e r.”

" Y o u ’ ve g o t the nasty te m p e r,”  retorted 
T u r k .

" I  had a nasty te m p e r, b u t it ’ s go n e . 
B u t it was y o u r te m pe r that splin tered the 
gate. I  fo u n d  an othe r clue tha t proves it. 
W h e n  yo u  kicke d the gate o ff yo u  w ere 
o n  yo u r w a y  to leave m y rifle alongside the 
tra il so the crim e w o u ld  be la id  at m y  d o o r. 
Y o u  had to  g o  th ro u g h  som e c a td a w  
bushes, and a b ria r snagged a piece o ff 
yo u r g a u n tle t.”

F i f e  h e ld o u t o n  his p a lm  a tria n g u la r 
scrap o f  leather th a t w o u ld  ha ve  covered 
a d im e . U n w it t in g l y  T u r k  tw isted his le ft  
arm  u p  in the m a n n er o f  a person lo o k in g  
at a w ris t w atch and displayed to  his o w n  
and the p u b lic gaze a clean tria n g u la r spot 
on the cu ff o f  his g a u n tle t.

" T h a t  sheepskin is easy to  sp lit o f f ,”  
com m ented F i f e .  " D o  yo u  w a n t m e to 
fit this scrap o ’ leather o n  the fresh scar to  
p ro ve  w h a t I  say?”

T u r k ’s face fa d e d  slo w ly to a d ir ty , 
frig h te n e d  gra y.

" T u r k ,”  said F i f e , " y o u ’ ll get life  fo r  
th is .”

T h e  little  fe llo w  began to speak w ith  
s tiff, o d d ly  w o r k in g  lips.

" I — d id n ’ t— do it. I  b o rro w e d  y o u r g u n  
— o n  w a y back fr o m  B lu e  H o r s e  C a n y o n —  
to  shoot coyote d o w n  the v a lle y .”

" W e l l ? ”

" A n d  was ta k in g  it back, g o in g  past 
U n c le  J im m y ’ s to  try  once m o re  to  buy 
his la n d , and U n c le  J im m y  w o u ld n ’t listen 
to— "

T u r k ’s w o rd s b ro ke  o ff  a n d  his gaze 
le ft F i f e  an d distended w ith  h o rro r and 
fear at so m e thin g back o f  F i f e . F i f e , cool
er and m o re  certain o f  h im fe lf  tha n  he 
ever had been, heard a step o r tw o  to his 
rear, fe lt the tenseness o f  the th ro n g , bu t 
he d id  n o t tu rn  a ro u n d . H e  trie d  to com 
m a n d  T u r k ’ s a tte n tio n , fo r  it  seemed to 
h im  that this w as th e  b ig  m o m e n t to  force 
a confession. H e  to o k a step fo r w a r d  a n d , 
th r o w in g  o u t an a rm , shouted at T u r k .

"C o n fe s s ! Confess! W h o  k ille d  U n c le  
Jim m y ? ”

T u r k ’ s a ffrig h te d  ga ze  s kip p e d  back *o 
F i f e — F i f e  w h o  had fo u n d  h im  o u t and 
stripped h im  bare here b e fo re  the th ro n g  
a n d  w h o  yet was a menace— and T u r k 's  
m a d  senseless tem per fo r  w h ic h  he was 
k n o w n  flam ed lik e  an e xp lo sio n .

I n  one m o ve m e n t he raised the rifle to 
his w aist and cocked it. A l l  the hatred and 
u n co n tro lla ble  evil w as in  his face. H e  
fired p o in tb la n k  at F ife 's  b o d y .

B u t F i f e  was n o t to u che d. T u r k  d ro p p e d  
the rifle fr o m  nerveless h a n d s, staring again 
past F i f e .

F i f e  faced a bo u t. B ig  Boss H a m ilto n  
stood there w ith  his tw o  great hands pressed 
to  his rig h t breast, h ig h  u p , w h e re  the b u l
let had struck, a n d w ith  a m ost ludicrous 
expression o f  a m aze m e n t o n  his broad 
face.

" W h y — w h y — ”  he stam m ered b la n k ly , 
" th a t crooked g u n  barrel picked m e o u t. 
T u r k  said— T u r k  said w h e n  I  be n t it o ve r 
U n c le  J im m y ’ s head th a t it ’ d  ru in  us b o th .”



i

E l e p h a n t

L a w

By PAUL ANNIXTER

D E - W A L L  B E N S O N ,  b u ll boss 
f o r  G r i m m ’s G r e a t C o n so lid a te d  
S h o w s, lo u n g e d  back in  his o ld - 
canvas-covered chair betw een the 
camel enclosure a n d th e  ro p e d -o ff 

e lephant picket lin e . I t  was m id -fo re n o o n  
an d the b ig  m enagerie ten t was n o t yet 
opened to the p u b lic . A p p a r e n tly  S id e -w all 
was u tte rly at ease and h a lf  asleep, w ith  his 
brow 'n-paper cigarette g o n e  o u t betw een his 
lip s. B u t the cigarette was pe re n n ia lly there, 
a n d pe re n n ia lly dead an d he w as b y no 
means asleep. U n d e r  his o ld  black fe lt  his 
b ro w  was tro u b le d ; his b ra in  refused to re
la x  a lo n g w ith  his b o d y , f o r  m a n y  and 
varied w e re  the problem s th a t co n fro n te d  
h im .

F irs t there was the death o f  B ig  B e rth a , 
the sh re w d , e ig h ty-ye a r-o ld fe m a le  w h o  had 
been in all m atters o f  in itia tiv e  the v irtu a l 
leader an d m o v in g  sp irit o f  th e  eighteen 
elephants o f  the circus h e rd . She ha d died 
early in  the s p rin g , a m ean com plication fo r  
S id e -w all in  itse lf, fo r  there was n o  o ther 
do w a ge r in the h e rd  w ith  g im p  and sagacity 
e n o u gh to  take he r place. Le a d e rs h ip  was 
n o w  vested in  K h a r to u m  an d P u n d it , the 
biggest and oldest bu lls in the co m p a n y. 
T h e r e  are in d ivid u a ls and personalities in 
an e lephant h e rd  as distin ctly u n iq u e  and 
o u tsta n d in g  as there are a m o n g  h u m a n s ; 
an d o fte n  the q u irk s o f  character th a t g o  
w ith  th e m  are subtler and m o re  e nigm atic

than in h u m a n s, a n d m uch harder to 
read.

W h a t  w o rrie d  S id e -w a ll especially was 
the fact tlrat an o ld  a n tip a th y betw een 
K h a r to u m  and P u n d it  h a d  b ro ke n  o u t 
afresh since the a d ve n t o f  M a jo r , a new  
a d d itio n  to the h e rd , purchased fro m  a tra v 
e lin g  show  th a t had g o n e  bro ke  in Lo s  
A n g e le s . K h a r to u m  an d P u n d it  had hated 
o n e  an othe r as a m a tte r o f  p rin c ip le  fo r  tw o  
years, th e ir tro u b le  h a v in g  started o ve r a 
fo o lish y o u n g  cow  nam ed D u n d o r a , w h o  
ha d been a coquette a n d  a natural trouble 
m a k e r. A s  soon as he  h a d  seen the cause 
o f  the tro u b le , S id e -w a ll had h a d  the ow ners 
get rid  o f  D u n d o r a ; b u t th e  poison had 
been so w n  and the tw o  bu lls ha d ru m ble d 
an d threatened each o th e r in to  pitched 
ba ttle . O n l y  th e  in te rve n tio n  o f  B ig  B erth a 
ha d preven ted the jealous males fr o m  k i ll 
in g  each o th e r a n d  w re c k in g  the show  in 
the process. A  d o ze n  keepers, trainers and 
cage-m en had m ille d  helplessly about, 
arm ed w ith  b u ll ho o ks a n d  p ro d d in g  irons, 
b u t to ta lly  un ab le  to  stem the tid e , u n til 
S id e -w a ll had rushed B ig  B e rth a  to  the 
scene, sent h e r fo u r-to n  w e ig h t sm ashing 
in to  the breach, backed by the a u th o rity o f 
h e r strident tru m p e tin g . A g a i n  and again 
she h a d  ra m m e d herself betw een th e m  u n til 
the m e n , w o r k in g  s w iftly , h a d  been able to 
slip  chains o n  the h in d  legs o f  th e  monsters. 
B u t n o w  B ig  B e rth a  was go n e . S h o u ld  an-
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o th e r clash occur n o th in g  b u t h ig h -p o w e re d  
rifles could avail against th e m .

T h is  p e rtu rb in g  k n o w le d g e  S id e -w a ll had 
been c a rryin g  h im s e lf. T h e r e  w as n o  one 
he co u ld talk to  o f  his obscure p ro b le m . 
T h e  b u ll herd was e n tire ly in  his care, fo r  
he  possessed the o n ly  real k n o w le d g e  o f  ele
phants in the circus, an arcanum  o f  h a rd - 
w o n  w is d o m  w h ic h  is n o t the p ro p e rty o f  
any o ld  train e r. K n a u s s , the G e rm a n  tra in e r, 
f o r  instance, was a o n e -p o in te d , efficiency- 
bitte n  m an  whose an im a l k n o w le d g e  was 
confined en tirely to  seals and horses. D u -  
schene, th e  d u b  train e r w h o  p u t the bulls 
th ro u g h  th e ir stuff in  the m a in  rin g  and 
w h o  was their v irtu a l o w n e r an d train e r, 
according to  the banners, k n e w  n e x t to 
n o th in g  about elephants. H e  had m erely 
been h ire d  to learn the p a rt o f  the o ld  
" tra in e r”  w h o  had d ie d , shouted the a p 
pro p riate  thin gs at the correct tim e  and 
cracked his w h ip  w h ile  the b u lls w e n t 
th ro u g h  th e ir act just as they had g o n e  
th ro u g h  it fo r  m o re  than th irty  years.

S I D E - W A L L  was a m a n  close to s ixty , 
scrawny and g r iz z le d , w ith  h a rd , d r y , 

su n -ye llo w e d hands that w e re  h ig h ly  re m 
iniscent o f  claws just n o w  as the y clutched 
the chair arm s. H i s  fade d blue eyes loo k e d  
sharp an d b ird lik e  to o , in  th e  d a rk  seal- 
b ro w n  o f  his face. H e  had g ro w n  bent and 
w rin k le d  in  his th irty -fiv e  years o f  tro u p in g  
u n de r the b ig -to p s, b u t about h im  was a 
sense o f  peaceful p hilo so p hic calm  that 
seems a requisite o f  all w h o  w o r k  c o n tin 
u a lly w ith  elephants.

Side-w 'all’ s w o rd  carried a lo n g  w ay in  
the circus w o r ld . E v e ry o n e  in  and about 
the show  scrupulousy respected the p r iv i
leges o f  his station. H e  was as im p o rta n t 
as the m enagerie superintendent h im s e lf, 
som etimes vastly m o re  so; in  o n  all matters 
o f  th e  s h o w ’ s route schedule and recipient 
o f  the special trust and confidence o f  Jo e  
G r im m  the o w n e r, fo r  m a n y an d fa r- 
reaching are the responsibilities o f  a boss 
b u ll m a n . T h e r e  was a tim e — tw o  tim es, 
in  fact— w h e n  S id e -w a ll and his b u ll herd 
had practically saved the sh o w ; once in 
tim e  o f  sto rm , a nother tim e w h e n  the train  
h a d  been d e ra ile d. S id e -w a ll to o k  his posi
tio n  in  a q u ie t m a tte r-o f-fa c t w a y , b u t in 
h im  was a deep p rid e  that show ed in  his

taciturn d ig n ity  and in  his o ld  heart was a 
w e lte r o f  sentim ent connected w ith  this jo b  
and its deep affections b o rn  o f  association. 
O n e  sensed that a n y th in g  w h ic h  m ig h t arise 
to  sever h im  fr o m  his w o r k  m ig h t sever his 
ve ry life .

I n  his present d ile m m a , he k n e w , it 
w o u ld  be w orse tha n  useless to  apprise the 
m enagerie supe rin te n de n t o r Jo e  G r im m , 
the o w n e r, o f  the d a n g e r. I f  S id e -w a ll 
c o u ld n 't m anage his d e pa rtm e n t w ith o u t 
m ish a p , a n e w  b u ll boss w o u ld  be h ire d  
and the jo b  o f  tw e n ty-five  years w o u ld  go 
g lim m e rin g . So S id e -w a ll had nursed his 
w o rry  alone, c o m fo rtin g  h im s e lf w ith  p u t
tin g  a heavy chain o n  each o f  the fo u r  legs 
o f  bo th b u lls each n ig h t. O n l y  S h o rty E llis , 
his assistant, had any conception o (  the true 
state o f  affairs.

T h e  chains had a psychological effect, 
perhaps, bu t w o u ld  be qu ite useless i f  the 
giants chose to  break loose. F o r  elephants 
are captives o n ly  so lo n g  as they su b m it; 
n o th in g  else can h o ld  th e m . K h a r to u m  and 
P u n d it  w h e n  roused w ere vast pu lsatin g 
engines o f  destruction whose p o w e r was 
im m easurable. N o  one k n e w  o f  the one
sided co m m u n io n s S id e -w a ll had w ith  the 
tw o  bu lls at n ig h t a fte r the b ig  tents w ere 
d a rk , h o w  he stroked the gre at tru n k s and 
strove to in still in to  th e m  the la w  an d 
respon sib ility o f  leadership.

T H E  past tw o  weeks the bad b lo o d  be
tw een  the tw o  tuskers had been aggra

va te d . E v e r y  n o w  and then one o r  other 
o f  them  w o u ld  l i f t  his tr u n k  w ith  a chal
le n g in g  blare and strain at his shackles, his 
w ise little  p ig  eyes g le a m in g  w ic k e d ly . A s  
the days w e n t by w ith  n o  change in the 
state o f  affairs, a fe e lin g  o f  restless presenti
m e n t g re w  o n  the o ld  b u ll boss. I t  seemed 
to  h im  that the entire herd like w ise  sensed 
electricity in the a ir. T h e y  w e re  m o re  rest
less tha n  usual. Eye s w ere c o n tin u a lly  r o ll
in g  in pachyderm ic e xcitem ent. T h e y  w ere 
rarely q u ie t; th e ir squeakings, g u rg lin g s , 
ru m b lin g s , rappings an d thu ds to  be heard 
in  the picket lin e  even at n ig h t. N u m b e r 
less times th e  o ld  m a n  had been roused 
fr o m  sleep b y some b la stin g o r cla n kin g  
o f  chains a b it m o re  sta rtlin g  than usual.

S u p p o sin g  K h a r to u m  and P u n d it  should 
break loose a fte r a ll! T h e r e  w o u ld  be a
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fig h t such as never had been k n o w n  in the 
circus w o r ld . A n d  w h ic h  o f  tire tw o  w o u ld  
co n qu e r, h e  w o n d e re d , fo r  there was n o th 
in g  to  choose betw een th e m . Ea ch  b u ll stood 
o ve r n in e  feet at the sh o u ld e r, a n d  each 
m easured a f u ll  fo u rte e n  fe e t in  g ir th , even 
th e ir w e ig h t was alm ost e qu al. T h e i r  tusks 
had been cut short and balled at the ends, 
it was tru e , b u t backed b y  close to  te n  th o u 
sand po u n ds o f  b a tterin g p o w e r they w ere 
still te rrible  lethal w eapons.

B u t  th e n , S id e -w a ll reflected, should 
there be a pitched battle n o w , it w o u ld  
never g o  o n  to  the death. R ifle s w o u ld  ha ve  
to  be b ro u g h t to bear at once. B u t  in  any 
case the net result o f  such a com bat w o u ld  
cost the show  several thou san d dollars w o rth  
o f  ele p han t flesh, to  say n o th in g  o f  in d e m 
nities, fo r  dam ages m o u n t fast w h e n  ele
phants ru n  a m u c k. A n d  the bla m e  w o u ld  
fasten on h im .

FO R  an h o u r S id e -w a ll had been co ve rtly 
w a tc h in g  th e  n e w  b u il, M a jo r , fr o m  

u n d e r th e  p u lle d -d o w n  b r im  o f  his h a t. 
M a jo r , pictured o n  the billbo a rds as the 
biggest e lephant in c a p tiv ity , because he 
was a fe w  inches talle r th a n  K h a r to u m  and 
P u n d it , th o u g h  h e  was so lean and ra ng y 
th a t he w e ig h ed  in  o ve r a  tho u san d pounds 
lig h te r tha n  either. H e  stood n o w  w a v in g  
a w is p  o f  hay in  his lean tr u n k  b e fo re  tuck
in g  it in to  the p in k  cavern o f  his m o u th , 
w h ile  his w h itis h  little  eyes ro lle d  fr o m  side 
to  side. •

F r o m  the first M a jo r  had interested the 
b u ll-b o ss, th o u g h  he  h a d n 't  been able to  
catalogue h im  to  his o w n  satisfaction. S o m e 
t h in g  o f  an e n ig m a , the M a jo r , a da shin g 
personality in  his w a y , sta rtlin g  to  the eye 
w ith  his added h e ig h t and u n b a lle d  tusks; 
a ja u n ty b ru te . W h e n  they h a d  first m e t, 
K h a r to u m  and P u n d it  h a d  displayed a dis
lik e  o f  the n e w co m e r, b u t that was m o re  
o r less natural in  the case o f  a th ir d  and 
yo u n g e r b u ll, pa rticu larly since he had been 
placed a m o n g  the dependables at once, w ith  
o n ly  one sm all chain o n  his le ft  h in d  fo o t. 
O n e  th in g  S id e -w a ll was sure o f ,  M a jo r  
h a d n ’ t been lo n g  u n d e r canvas. S id e -w a ll 
could te ll b y num erous sm all traits. T h e  
y o u n g  b u ll had been a decided b a rg a in , a 
fact w h ic h  h a d  caused S id e -w a ll a  certain 
a m o u n t o f  a n xie ty at the tim e . A l s o  M a j o r ’s

instin ctive g a n g in g  u p  w ith  F rie d a  and o ld 
E m m a  seemed o d d  in  an e lephant o f  his 
essential d ig n ity . F r ie d a  was an ill-n atu red 
ra zo r-sp in e d  r u n t o f  the h e rd , and o ld 
E m m a  a soured, lean -flan ked o id -m a id  
e le p h a n t, a m isfit w hose disposition had 
been ru in e d  in  early years b y bad teeth. 
W h e n e v e r o p p o rtu n ity  presented itse lf these 
three fo rm e d  a c liq u e , w h ic h  fact m ystified 
S id e -w a ll, fo r  elephants, e ven  in  sm all tame 
he rds, are de fin ite ly benefic o r m alefic. F r o m  
tim e to tim e  he h a d  seen o ld  E m m a  reach 
o ve r and take some o f  M a j o r ’ s h a y— a th in g  
w hich n o  o ther e le p h an t could d o  w ith o u t 
b e in g  w h a cke d .

W h a t  S id e -w a ll co u ld  n o t understand in 
his charges to rm e nte d h im  w ith  uneasiness 
and even w ith  a sense o f  im p e n d in g  dis
aster, fo r  w ith  elephants u n d e rsta n d in g  is 
p o w e r, the o n ly  real m astery. C o m m u n e  
w ith  his m ig h ty  frie n d s as he w o u ld , reas
surance was som ehow  la c k in g . S id e -w all 
was rid d e n  w ith  the fe e lin g  o f  one w h o  is 
o n  the ve rge  o f  dram atic a n d  te rrible  events 
against w h ic h  there was n o  w a y  o f  fig h tin g . 
I t  was o n ly  w ith  an e ffo rt that he shook 
h im s e lf fre e  o f  it fo r  an h o u r o r so at a 
tim e . T h a t  m o r n in g , a ctin g o n  a h u n c h , 
he had sent a telegram  to  a frie n d  in L o s  
A n g e le s . T h e  answ er w o u ld  perhaps th ro w  
lig h t , o n e  w a y  or a n oth e r, u p o n  h is pro b le m  
at h a n d .

T h e  day passed and n o th in g  u n to w a rd  
occurred beyon d a short skirm ish in  the 
picket lin e  betw een P u n d it  and o ld  E m m a  
w h o  had som ehow  irritate d the great b u ll, 
at w a te rin g  tim e . I t  w as q u ic k ly halte d b y 
the keepers b u t p ro ve d  a ll to o  m u ch  to  S ide- 
w a ll , fo r  K h a r t o u m ’ s tru m p e tin g  at th e  
o th e r end o f  the lin e  h a d  risen instan t
ly  to a fu r y , w h ile  jets o f  du st spurted 
u p  fr o m  the strain in g stakes th a t h e ld  
h im .

T H E  fo llo w in g  n ig h t the y p u lle d  into  
Kansas C i t y  a bo u t d a w n  and fo u n d  

tro u b le  w a itin g  in  th e  fo r m  o f  a  d a y  lo t 
tu rn e d  in to  grease-m ud because o f  a recent 
ra in . T h e  h e a vy steam callio p e  and the ten- 
to n  ta n k  o f  the m o th e r h ip p o p o ta m u s , the 
fa r-fa m e d  B lo o d -S w e a tin g  B e h e m o th  o f  the 
colored posters, p r o m p tly  m ire d  d o w n  to  
the w h e e l-h u b s. T h e  sw eating horses 
strain ed, slipped a n d  sank to  th e ir knees
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again and again u a til fin ally the call came 
fr o m  the boss h o stle r: " B i i n g  o u t the 
b u lls !”

A  fe w  m inutes later fo u r  o f  th e  fem ale 
elephants ( f o r  ail elephants are " b u lls ”  to 
th e  circus w o r ld )  came d r ift in g  silently u p  
in  the g r o w in g  lig h t, w ith  S id e -w a ll h im 
self perched o n  the neck o f  the fo re m o st. 
B u t strain as they w o u ld  the y w ere unable 
to  get the tan k w ag o n  o n  d r y  g ro u n d .

S id e -w a ll B enson stood by fr o w n in g , fo r 
h e  k n e w  that o n ly  tw o  anim als in  the show  
had the p o w e r to  s h ift  those w agons—  
K h a r to u m  and P u n d it . M a jo r  h a d  p ro ve n  
h im s e lf to tally inefficient an d u n tra in e d  fo r  
such tasks. I t  was o n ly  a fte r considerable 
hesitation that he and S h o rty E llis  loosed 
K h a r to u m  and led h im  fo r th  to  the m ire d  
trucks, S id e -w a ll w a lk in g  w ith  a h a n d o n  
the sw ayin g  tr u n k , S h o rty perched h ig h  o n  
th e  great neck.

" U s e  yo u r h o o k ,"  S id e -w a ll counselled 
tensely. " D o n 't  let ’ em  g e t close together 
w h e n  w e b rin g  h im  b a c k .”

B u t  a pparently K h a r to u m  was to o  serious 
about the w o r k  in h a n d  to  t h in k  o f  P u n d it . 
W i t h i n  tw e n ty m inutes b o th  the great 
trucks w ere rig h te d and sho ve d d e ftly  o n to  
firm er g ro u n d  b y  the resistless pressure o f  
his b ro a d  w illin g  head.

F o r  a m in u te  o r  tw o  as K h a r to u m  was 
led back to h is place in  the lin e , he stood 
free and unshackled w ith in  fo r ty  fe e t o f  his 
r iv a l. B o th  bu lls loo ke d sullen an d in e vil 
m o o d , b u t , o be die n t to  the great h o o k  h e ld 
th re ate n in g ly o ve r h is fo re h e a d , K h a r to u m  
m ade n o  e ffo rt to  attack the o th e r, bu t 
tu rn e d  slo w ly and m ajestically arou n d and 
backed in to  his place at the opposite end 
o f  the lin e . S id e -w a ll, fa ste n in g  the final 
chain about his h in d  fo o t , stood u p  and 
w ip e d  tire nervous sweat fr o m  his fo re h e ad . 
T h e n  he stood fo r  a space w ith  his arm  
a bo u t the d a n g lin g  tr u n k , an d w h e n  he 
tu rn e d  to  g o , le ft a ripe red a pple  in its 
eager tip .

A n o t h e r  storm  was b re w in g . T h a t  n ig h t 
jh e  heat u n d e r canvas was su ffocatin g; the 
sky instead o f  b e in g  d a rk  in d ig o , pollen ed 
w ith  stars, was a d u ll d ra b , an d the h u m id  
m otionless air oppressed b o d y  an d m in d  
lik e  a b la n k e t

T h e  b a rk in g  o f  the snack-stand vendors 
a n d  side-show  m e n  lacked zest tha t n ig h t,

pe rfo rm e rs w ere touchy and nervous be
cause o f  heat and p e rsp iratio n , and the 
c ro w d  that o o ze d  o u t o f  the b ig  to p  a fte r 
th e  last sho w  w e re  ca rryin g th e ir coats and 
m o p p in g  th e ir faces. E v e n  the elephant line 
was q u ie t as death that n ig h t. T o  S id e -w a ll 
it was lik e  the calm  be fo re  dram atic storm  
and he  fo u n d  h im s e lf liste n in g  and listen
in g  as he lay in his b u n k , b u t fo r  w h a t he 
h a rd ly  k n e w .

IN  T H E  m id d le  o f  the n ig h t a sound as 
o f  the ro a rin g  o f  cataracts stole into 

S id e -w a ll’s exhausted senses. F o r  a lo n g  
tim e  he seemed s tru g g lin g  desperately to 
shake o ff th e  illu s io n , bu t it persisted, and 
e ve n tu ally he struggled fre e  fr o m  th e  sleep 
th a t clouded his b ra in . S u d d e n ly he sat u p 
in  his b u n k  as his tent was H ood ed b y a 
b lin d in g  flare o f  lig h tn in g . T h e  w h o le  
universe above h im  seemed smashed and 
shattered in  a diapason o f  th u n d e r. H e  
ju m p e d  u p  to lace the sn a p p in g  tent-flaps 
against the sudden roar an d rattle o f  p e lt
in g  ra in , his ear train e d to w a rd  the m e n ag
erie te n t. H i s  w atch said three in the 
m o rn in g . A  couple o f  hours yet till d a w n , 
b u t he  w o u ld n ’t  try  to  sleep again. H e  
h u rrie d  in to  his clothes and roused Shorty 
E ll is , fo r  som ehow  die  m enagerie tent 
seemed ca llin g .

H e  was h a rd ly  dressed w h e n  a n e w  note 
b le n t w ith  the rio t o f  the elem ents. H e  
k n e w  it, o f  course, fo r  the h ig h  tru m p e tin g  
o f  an e le p han t. I t  was fo llo w e d  by a sort 
o f  scream ing b e llo w , w h ic h  m o m e n ta rily 
d ro w n e d  o u t the fu r y  o f  the sto rm . T h e n  
o the r th u d d in g  crashing sounds as i f  a 
w ag o n  o r  some h e a vy apparatus had been 
smashed o r o v e r th r o w n , accom panied by 
a crescendo o f  c o u g h in g  g ru n ts and roars 
fr o m  the cat an d hyena cages.

A t  the rear entrance to  th e  b ig  tent he 
alm ost co llide d w ith  a n o th e r' d im  fig u r e ,' 
H e e n e y , the m enagerie su pe rin te n de n t.

" K h a r t o u m ! ”  ye lle d H e e n e y , above the 
w in d . " H e ’ s loose! H e  n early ru n  m e d o w n  
just n o w — outside the tent! W h a t  you g o in g  
to  do?”

A n o d ie r  jo b  was im p e rille d  n o w , besides 
that o f  the b u ll-b o ss; p la in  to  be read in  
H e e n e y ’ s an xio u s q u a ve r. I f  the dam age 
d o n e  was w holesale the superin ten den t 
w o u ld  be called to  a n sw er. A b o u t  tim e
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som ebody else was sharin g the w o r r y , Side- 
w a ll o p in e d .

" I  tell yo u  there’ s h e ll to  pay in  th e re !” 
H e e n c y  p a n te d , catching at the o ld  m a n ’ s 
arm .

" G o  h u n t yo u r h o le !”  snapped S id e -w a ll, 
je rk in g  a w a y. " G e t  th e  canvas crew  o u t 
if  yo u  w a n t to  h e lp . A n d  all th e  cage m e n !”  

H e  p lu n g e d  o n  to  fin d  a great section 
o f  the m enagerie sidew all to rn  o u t, and 
w it h in , b y the flare o f  a hastily l it  gasoline 
lig h t fo u rtee n  elephants blastin g and r u m 
b lin g  as they sw u n g  the ir tru n k s and 
swayed strain in g at the picke t stakes, w h ile  
o u t in  fr o n t o f  the lin e  one o f  th e  h e rd  lay 
de a d, U n a , o n e  o f  th e  yo u n g e r cow s. She 
lay o n  her side crushed, battered and 
strangely flattened, as i f  ca u ght in  some 
m ig h ty  steam press, b lo o d  stream ing fro m  
great w o u n d s  in  her side.

K h a r to u m  an d P u n d it  gone! T h e i r  chains 
snapped lik e  so m uch tw in e , stakes h a lf  
u p ro o te d . A n d  there— go o d  G o d , M a j o r ’s 
place e m p ty , too! W h a t  d id  it  mean?

"C a g e -m e n ! H e lp e rs ! Q u i c k ! ”  yelled 
S id e -w a ll, and a d o ze n  d im  fo rm s  co m in g  
th ro u g h  th e  storm  gathered ro u n d  h im . 
" Y o u ,  S h o rty , take fo u r  m en w it h  yo u  and 
get them  five  b ig  rifles o u t, then fo llo w  
us. B u t  d o n ’ t use them  guns till  yo u  get 
th e  office fr o m  m e , u n de rstan d?”

" Y o u  fo u r  m en stick here and keep the 
rest o f  these bu lls q u ie t. D o n ’ t spare yo u r 
h o o k s ,”  S id e -w a ll shouted fu rth e r above 
the cacophony o f  the sto rm . " T h e  rest o f  
yo u  come w ith  m e .”

H e a d  d o w n  S id e -w a ll h u rrie d  stu m b lin g  
th ro u g h  the blackness in  th e  dire ctio n  o f  
the distan t sounds o f  conflict w hich were 
m o m e n ta rily  b lo tte d  o u t by th e  r o llin g  o f  
th u n d e r. H i s  every sense strained ahead 
in to  the sto rm , in  an agony o f  suspense. 
N o  d o u b t b u t that a titanic battle  was w a g 
in g  o u t there in  the n ig h t. T h e  sounds 
seemed to have ro lle d  aw ay in  the direction 
o f  the ra ilro a d tracks. N o w  and then as he 
ra n  the o ld  m a n  groaned a lo u d , fo r  h e  fe lt 
so u tte rly  alone.

IN  T W O  o r three m inutes the noises o f  
com bat became m o re  te rrib le , became, 

in d e e d , th e  m o st a w e -in sp irin g  th in g  that 
any m a n  present had ever h e a rd . T h e y  
passed a telephone pole splintered and lean

in g  against its w ire s. T h e r e  w ere stam pings, 
blastings, b e llo w in g s an d trum pe tin gs 
m in g le d  to gether w ith  the w in d  and th u n 
der in  on e  h u g e  p a ro xysm  o f  so u n d. A s  
they’  came closer the scraping o f  leathery 
hides co u ld  be h e a rd , lik e  the rasping o f  
rusty iro n  w h ile  the g ro u n d  actually boo m e d 
to the th u d d in g  o f  feet as the giants crashed 
an d p a rrie d . N o w  the riflem en came ru n 
n in g  u p , be a rin g tw o  lanterns.

Presen tly arose a scream, as o f  some great 
creature in a g o n y, stabbing th ro u g h  the 
n ig h t. O n e  o f  the fighters was d o w n .

" B r in g  u p  that la n te rn ,”  yelled S id e -w a ll, 
and n e x t m in u te  a g a sp in g  cry bro ke  fro m  
h im . T h e  fa lle n  elephant was the new  b u ll, 
M a jo r . A n d  K h a r to u m  a n d P u n d it  stood 
together above h im , m a k in g  n o  m o ve  to 
savage one an other. T h e y  had com bined 
forces in a battle  against the n e w  b u ll!

A s  M a jo r  heaved h im s e lf u p  again w ith  
m ig h ty  e ffo rt, S id e -w a ll h a d  a close lo o k  
at his eyes. T h e y  w e re  re d -w h ite  and ro ll
in g  w ith  berserk k illin g  lu st. T h e  brute 
had become tra n s fo rm e d , som e thin g o b 
n o xio u s in  th e  ve ry feel and lo o k  o f  h im  
because o f  th e  destructive fu r y  tha t o b 
sessed h im . I t  was the e vil lo o k  o f  the 
rogu e tha t S id e -w a ll k n e w  to o  w e ll o f  o ld , 
w h ile  in the eyes o f  K h a r to u m  and P u n d it 
was a w h o lly  d iffe re n t w ra th , con tain ed, 
relentless, p u n is h in g .

T h e  rifle -m e n  pressed closer in a h a lf 
circle, guns re ad y, b u t S id e -w a ll was o u t in 
fr o n t o f  th e m  w ith  arm  a lo ft , shouting 
above the d in  o f  renew ed conflict, " H o l d  
them  g u n s, m e n . I t ’s all r ig h t, I  tell yo u . 
T h e m  bu lls k n o w  w h a t th e y’re d o in g ."

" T h e y ’ re k ill in ’ h i m ,”  shouted H o d g e , 
one o f  the cage-m en.

" N o ,  they a in ’ t . T h e y ’ re p u ttin ’ hell 
th ro u g h  h im  a n ’ he needs it. K e e p  yo u r 
fingers o ff th e m  trig g e rs, I  sa y.”  T h e n  the 
o ld  m a n  advanced, c a rryin g  a la n te rn , his 
o ther arm  outstretched w h ile  w o rds o f  
praise and p le a d in g  came fr o m  h im  in a 
strained and b ro ke n  v o ic e : " G o  to  it , boys. 
G o o d  o ld  fe llo w s , g iv e  h im  h e ll. D o n ’t 
m in d  m e . I t ’ s o n ly  o ld  S id e -w a ll. A n ’ you 
can la m  m e , to o , w h e n  y o u ’ re done. 
S ’ w h e lp  m e , I  been the biggest fo o l that 
ever sw u n g  a b u ll-h o o k !”  H e  ended in a 
cracked la u g h , and S h o rty E ll is  saw h im  
dash a h a n d  across his eyes.
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O n c e  again the strid en t b la rin g  cry o f 

p a in  as th e  tall b u ll w e n t to his knees u n d e r 
a ra in  o f  b lo w s fr o m  e ither side. A  m o m e n t 
o r tw o  h e  bore u p  u n d e r the chastisement 
o f  fla ilin g  trun ks and p ro d d in g  tusks backed 
b y tons o f  a ve n g in g  m ig h t. T h e n  w ith  a 
m oan he was o n  his side, flat in  the m u d , 
b u t not u n til his head was o n  the g ro u n d  
and his ve ry tru n k  had ceased to  w rith e , 
fo rm a l gesture o f  subm ission, d id  the 
p u n is h m e n t cease w h ile  the tw o  o ld  bulls 
d re w  slig h tly back and stood at a tte n tio n .

Justice had been m eted o u t b y elephant 
la w  w ith o u t the aid o f  m a n  and to Side- 
w a ll tha t m o m e n t was fu lle r  th a n  any he 
had yet k n o w n  as arbiter o f  e lephant affairs.

" A n d  t h a t ,"  said S id e -w a ll to  S h o rty 
E ll is , as the ra n g y b u ll was a llo w ed  to stag
ger once m o re  to  his fe e t, to tte ry, and w ith  
d o w n -h e ld  head a n d  tr u n k , "ju s t about 
settles all o u r tro u b le s.”

SO M E  fo u r  hours la te r, the storm  o ve r, 
flags and banners all fre sh in  th e  early 

s u n lig h t, K h a r to u m  and P u n d it  stood to 
gether at the w a te rin g  ta n k  d r in k in g  s lo w ly 
and spra ying w ate r in  g e n tle  streams o ve r 
each o th e r’ s w o u n d s . A l l  th e ir o ld  e n m ity 
had been p u t aside and frie n d s h ip  sealed by 
th e ir m u tu a l u p h o ld in g  o f  la w  apd o rd e r. 
N o  d o u b t n o w  b u t w h a t the leadership o f  
th e  herd was jo in tly  and safely vested in 
the tw o  e ld e rly g ian ts.

T h e  sense o f  th is , a peace tha t comes o f 
a u th o rity w e ll placed and trust established, 
som ehow  perm eated the m enagerie an d the 
w h o le  circus lo t. A t  least it seemed so to 
S id e -w a ll B e n so n  w h o  was s ittin g  once 
m o re  in  his o ld  canvas ch a ir, this tim e  o u t
side in the s u n lig h t. A s  the tw o  great 
frie n d s , am iable stake-mates once m o re , 
w ere led inside, S h o rty E llis  came o u t and 
jo in e d  his c h ie f.

"G u e s s  w e  k n o w  w h o  to  p u t th e m  fo u r 
chains o n  n o w , e h , S h o rty? ”  S id e -w a ll 
g rin n e d .

" Y ’k n o w ,”  said S h o rty , re m o v in g  his
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b lu e  keeper’ s cap to  ru b  his ro u n d , short- 
cropped h e a d , " I  can see the w h o le  th in g  
n o w .”

" Y e a h ? ”  said S id e -w a ll g lan cin g  sharply 
ro u n d .

" Y ’see,”  said S h o rty , w h o  had never 
been lo n g  o n  brain s. " T h e m  tw o  w o u n d s 
o n  U n a ’ s w h a t gives it  all a w a y. T h e m  
w o u nd s was m ade by sharp tusks w ith o u t 
n o  balls o n  the ends. M a j o r ’ s the o n ly  
answer to  th a t. M a jo r  u p  and k ille d  her 
an d o l ’ P u n d it  and K h a r to u m  lit  into  h im  
fo r  d is tu rb in ’ the peace. ’ Pears to m e they 
been w a tc h in ’ h im  n e rvo u s-like  fo r  a couple 
o f  w eeks, k n o w in ’ he was a ba d . o n e . T h e y  
k n o w  the bossin’ o f  the h e r d ’s u p  to  them  
n o w  since B e rth a  d ie d . F ig u r e  it o u t fo r  
y o u r s e lf.”

S id e -w a ll spat b ro w n  in to  a saw-dust 
he a p. " T h a t ’ s a sm art jo b  o ’ fig u rin ’ , 
S h o rty , o n ’y  y o u ’ re about fo u r  hours late. 
A b o u t  the lack o f  balls o n  th e m  tusks o f  
M a jo r ’ s, w e ’re g o in ’ to  correc’ that rig h t 
this m o r n in g .”  H i s  voice was h a p p y b u t 
still a trifle  shaky and uncertain. " B y  the 
w a y , here’ s a letter I  g o t just n o w  tha t 
verifies all th e m  deductions o f  yo u rs. I  
had a h u n ch  the o th e r day and g o t a frie n d  
o f  m in e  back in  L o s  A n g e le s  to lo o k  u p 
the history o f  this here M a jo r , an’ here’ s 
w h a t he says— ’ ’ H e  lian ded a lo n g  n ig h t 
letter to  his h e lpe r.

"Je e pe rs C r ip u s ,”  m u tte re d S h o rty , after 
p u z z lin g  th ro u g h  die  lo n g  message in  w hich 
the g a u n t n e w  b u ll was convicted by his 
o w n  record o f  b e in g  a pe riod ic ro gu e , a 
h o m icid e  and a tro u b le -m a ke r. "  W h o ’d 
ever a -th o u g h t it o f  the M a jo r?  S o  th a t’ s 
w h y  the y sold h im  so c h e a p .”

" L i f e ’s sure fu n n y ,”  said th e  o ld  b u ll 
boss. " A l l  these days w e  been a-ch a in in ’ 
a n ’ d o u b le -c h a in in ’ the o n ly  p o w e r in the 
h e rd  that co u ld  possibly have h e ld  tha t 
critter in  his ta n tru m . W h a t ’ d  ’ a’ ha ppened 
i f  o u r fo o l chains had h e ld ? ”

" I ’ ll  answer that one t o m o r r o w ,”  said 
S h o rty , m o v in g  o ff.
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H ands

It True That Since That 
Fogbound Train Wreck Jenkins 
Had Had Trouble Keeping His 

Train on Time

By
T. T. FLYNN

WH E N  a m an loses his m o n e y, 
his c h ild , o r his h o m e , he is 
p itie d , and the p ity  has a heal
in g  p o w e r. W h e n  a m an loses 
his n e rve  he is p itie d , an d 

th a t p ity  has a scorching p o w e r. T h e  bigge r 
th e  m a n , the deeper the h u r t ; th e  greater 
the p ity , the m o re  b itte r it becomes.

I  am  m in d e d  o f  a m a n  I  k n e w  w e ll w h o  
w as so p itie d . T h e  k n o w le d g e  became p u b 
lic p ro p e rty th ro u g h  a ru m o r, one o f  those 
va g u e , in ta n gible  tales that spread and 
g r o w , ch a n g in g  th e ir color and o fte n  in te n t, 
w ith  the passage fr o m  m o u th  to m o u th , 
blastin g characters, ru in in g  reputations, and 
ge n e rally b r in g in g  distress to those con
cerned, i f  the tale happens to be derogatory 
in  the b e g in n in g . T h is  one w as.

W h o  started it n o  one rig h tly  could say; 
pro b a b ly someone w h o  secretly envied Jo h n  
Steele o r cherished an u n k n o w n  g ru d g e  
against h im . A n y w a y  it started, an d be fo re  
lo n g  was co m m o n  p ro p e rty. Y o u  w e re  lia 
ble  to b u m p  into  it an yw here o n  the d iv i
sion, and even in the a d jo in in g  divisio n s.

Jo h n  Steele had lost his n e rve , the tale 
w e n t— Jo h n  Steele, w h o  w as one o f  the 
steadiest engineers tha t ever graced the rig h t 
side o f  a cab. I t  was u n th in k a b le , yet the 
tale persisted a n d , as is th e  w a y w ith  things 
o ft  repeated, soon became an accepted fact, 
at least u n til Jo h n  re fu te d  it.

T h e r e  w ere those, an d m a n y o f  th e m , 
tha t scoffed at th e  idea an d co n fide n tly as
serted tha t Jo h n  w o u ld  sho w  the w h o le  
th in g  u p  w h e n  he became aw are o f  th e  gos
sip. I say "as soon as he became aw are o f 
the g o ssip ,”  fo r  it was lite ra lly so. T h e r e  
was n o  one w h o  cared to  repeat the tale in 
fr o n t o f  h im .

T h e  w h o le  d ivisio n  w atched and w aite d  
a n d  b u zze d  u n d e rn e ath . A n d  Jo h n  suffered, 
fo r — G o d  h e lp  h im — e n o u gh o f  it  was true 
to d a m n  h im  to  h im s e lf. T h e  miserable tale 
h u n g  b y  a slender thread o f  fact an d he was 
helpless be fo re  it.

I  never fo u n d  it h a rd  to feel sorry fo r  
h im . W h e n  o n e , seated in  a sw aying cab 
seat, has th u n d e re d  ahead better than a m ile 
a m in u te , d r iv in g  in to  a solid w a ll o f  fo g
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b e h in d  w h ic h  a n yth in g  m ig h t be h id in g ; 
W hen one had seen the re d  dan ger signal 
ju m p  o u t fift y  feet in  fr o n t o f  the engine 
and flash b y b e fo re  the th ro ttle  could even 
be closed; heard above the shrill scream o f  
brakes a m ig h ty  crash, an d fe lt  the w o r ld  
rock an d g o  b la n k ; w h e n  one has aw akened 
in a ho spital a n d learned that th e  pal o f 
years, last seen o n  the fire m a n ’ s seat across 
the cab, was n o  m o re , a n d others w ith  h im , 
and ha d been to ld  that the g r im  reaper has 
passed one b y a ha ir— th e n , I  say, there is 
some excuse fo r  a clutchin g at the th ro a t, a 
p o u n d in g  at the h e a rt, an in v o lu n ta ry  clos
in g  o f  the th ro ttle  w h e n  once again the 
fo g  closes d o w n  in  fr o n t o f  the speeding 
tra in .

I  said so an d still d o , b u t o n  the T w i n  
S p rin g  V a lle y  d ivis io n  o f  the D .  Sc R .  there 
are m a n y w h o  h o ld  no such vie w s . A  m a n ’ s 
a m a n , a jo b ’ s a jo b ; i f  he  can’t h o ld  his 
place d o w n , let h im  m ake w a y fo r  som eone 
w h o  can.

T h e r e  w e re  none w h o  h e ld  m o re  strictly 
to  that code than Je n k in s , the su perintendent 
o f  the d ivis io n . A  h a rd  m a n , Je n k in s , hated 
b y  som e, disliked b y  m a n y , b u t a m a n  o f  re
sults. T h e  trains o n  his d ivis io n  a rrive d  and 
departed o n  tim e  to the m in u te . T h e r e  was 
n o  slacking in  an y o f  his de partm ents, no 
m a k in g  o f  excuses. I f  one c o u ld , one d id . I f  
one co u ld n ’ t , one g o t o u t.

A n d  so, w h e n  Jo h n  Steele’s tra in  a rrive d  
late several tim es, Je n k in s  tu rn e d  his atten
tio n  to the m a tte r. Jo h n  received a sum m ons 
to g o  o n  th e  carpet, o r , as it was phrased, a 
request to  see M r .  Je n k in s  in  his office. 
T h e r e  was a little  fr o w n  o f  w o r ry  betw een 
his eyes and a greater loa d o f  apprehension 
in his heart as Jo h n  m o u n te d  the stairs to 
Je n k in s ’ office. Such a sum m ons could m ean 
o n ly  tro u b le . Je n k in s  never praised. T h e y  
g o t pa id fo r  it , w as his reason.

A f t e r  a w a it in  th e  ou ter office, Jo h n  was 
adm itted to Je n k in s ’ presence. Je n k in s  ke p t 
h im  w a itin g  w h ile  he leisurely e xam in e d 
some papers. F in a lly  he picked u p  a re po rt 
and w heeled arou n d in his chair.

" S te e le ,”  he b a rke d , " y o u ’ ve b ro u g h t y o u r 
train in late several times recently. W h a t ’s 
the m atter?”

Jo h n  sh ifte d  uneasily and fo llo w e d  the 
m o u ld in g  w ith  his glance as th o u g h  seeking 
an answ er a lo n g  its le n g th .

Je n k in s  tap p e d  his desk w ith  th e  end o f  
his p e n cil. " W e l l ! ”  he  said im p a tie n tly .

Je n k in s ’ clerk later reported the in te rvie w  
w ith  m uch gu sto . " I t  w a s ,”  he ave rred , "th e  
fu n n ie st th in g  I  ever seen. T h e r e  was o ld  
m a n  Je n k in s  g e ttin ' m a d d e r’n  m a d d e r try- 
i n ’ to  get an e xp la n a tio n  o u t o f  Steele, and 
n o t a w o r d  co u ld he g e t  Steele w o u ld  w o rk  
his m o u th , b u t n o th in ’ w o u ld  come o u t .”

L a t e r , fr o m  J o h n , I  lea rn e d, w ith  n o  h in t 
o f  a p o lo g y b e yo n d  the bare statement o f 
facts, w h a t to o k  place. H e  c o u ld n ’t  describe 
the shadow s th a t rode in  the ro ckin g  cabs at 
n ig h t, m o re  especially those nig hts w hen  
the fo g  closed d o w n  d a n k  an d thick over 
e ve ry th in g , the nig hts w h e n  the p o w e rfu l 
he adlights pierced b u t a fe w  feet and ended 
in a baffled b lu r.

H e  c o u ld n ’ t m ake Je n k in s  see those w h o  
stood b y his shoulder at the head o f  the 
th u n d e rin g  tra in . W a r m  a n d  co m fo rtab le , 
safe an d contented, the passengers rode in 
the b rillia n tly  lig h te d  coaches o r d im m e d  
P u llm a n s . T h e ir  lives w ere trusted to the 
en gineer, u n th in k in g  pe rha ps, b u t n e ve r
theless so. I t  was not o r his o w n  safety that 
Jo h n  th o u g h t w h e n  he  fa lte re d in the fo g . 
I t  was those w h o  had died in  ghastly w recks 
an d the th o u g h t o f  those w h o  rode in the 
tra in  b e h in d  that w renched at J o h n ’s heart 
an d beaded his b r o w  w h e n  the cold banks 
o f  fo g  closed in  ahead. A l l  o f  w h ic h  eddied 
th ro u g h  his m in d  as he stood m u te  before 
Je n k in s , u n ab le  to b rin g  it fo rth  in speech.

H e  d id  his best. " T h e y ’ s th in g s ,”  he 
stated, h a lf  asham ed.

" T h in g s ? "  said Je n k in s , suspiciously. 
" W h a t  sort o f  thin gs?"

" Ju s t th in g s , ghosts, m e b b e ,”  said J o h n , 
and n o t an othe r w o rd  co u ld Je n k in s  get o u t 
o f  h im . F in a lly  Je n k in s  spat and leveled 
his fin g e r m e n a cin gly.

" G h o s ts ? ”  he snarled. " G h o s ts , eh? I ’ ll 
tell yo u  w h a t’ s the m atter w ith  y o u , Steele. 
I ’ve  been h e a rin g  stories an d n o w  I  k n o w  
th e y’ re true . Y o u  g o t a y e llo w  streak and i t ’s 
c o m in g  o u t. Since yo u  p ile d  into  that fre ig h t 
tra in , y o u  a in ’t  been w o rth  th irty  cents 
w h e n e ve r there’ s a fo g  h a n g in g  lo w . Y o u ’ re 
y e llo w  as a ca n a ry."

T h a t  g o t u n d e r J o h n ’s skin . " Y e l lo w ? ”  
he said. " N o ,  sir. N o t  y e llo w . W h y , I ’ l l  
fig h t anyone o n  the d ivisio n  o r any o th e r. 
I ’ m  n o t y e llo w , M r .  Je n k in s .”
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Je n k in s  g r in n e d , nasty lik e . H e  reached 
d o w n  in to  a desk d ra w e r a n d  ya n ke d  o u t a 
tim e  table. " H e r e ’ s w h a t yo u  w a n t to  fig h t, 
Steele, i f  y o u  w a n t to ke e p  r u n n in g  o n  the 
D .  &  R .  I ’ m  g o in g  to  keep m y  eye o n  y o u . 
L o o k  o u t o r  y o u ’ ll  be fir in g , again , m aybe 
leave the road a lto g e th e r.”

H e  tu rn e d  to  his desk as a signal o f  dis
missal. J o h n  shuffled o u t, his face flushed at 
the w a y the o ld  m a n  h a d  threatened h im , 
bu t w ith  a k in d  o f  d ra w n  lo o k  abo u t his 
m o u th — yo u  k n o w , lik e  yo u  see in a w o m a n ’ s 
face in  pictures s h o w in g  th e m  pro te ctin g 
th e ir child re n  fr o m  some d a n g e r. Perhaps 
he was th in k in g  o f  his w if e  and the b ro o d  
o f  kid s and th e ir h o m e  w it h  th e  paym ents 
c o m in g  due re g u la r.

I t ’ s no cinch w h e n  a re g u la r engineer 
loses o u t. U s u a lly , e ve r since the y have been 
able to w 'o rk, th e y’ ve  been o n  the ra ilro a d. 
T h e y  /re crack m e n . B u t  w h e n  th e y’ re o u t, 
th e y’ re o u t— fin ish e d . A l l  the o th e r roads 
are fu ll  u p  an d th e y’ d  have to  start at the 
b o tto m , w h e re  they began years a g o . T h e y  
d o n ’ t h a ve  an othe r trad e, a n d , as th e y’ re 
usually too o ld  to re ally m a ke  a g o  at an y
th in g  d iffe re n t, th e y usually just d r i f t . Som e 
get into  w a tc h m e n ’s jobs and one th in g  an d 
a n o th e r. B u t  yo u  can u su ally lay to  R  that 
h a rd  times h a ve  com e w h e n  on e  loses o u t. 
So Je n k in s ’ threat carried w e ig h t. H e  was 
n o t o n ly  s trik in g  at J o h n . H e  was s trik in g  at 
J o h n ’ s w if e  and c h ild re n , a n d th a t’ s some
th in g  else again.

T ilin g s  sort o f  w e n t a lo n g  sm o o th ly fo r  
quite a w h ile  a fte r th a t. T o  an outsider 
e ve ryth in g  w o u ld  have lo o k e d  sweet and 
pe a ce fu l, b u t an o ld -tim e r co u ld h a ve  to ld  
yo u  d iffe re n t. I n  the first place, Je n kin s w as 
not the fo rg e ttin g  k in d . I  rem em ber the 
tim e he gave Je rry  T im k in s  one o f  those 
“ the n e xt tim e  and aw ay yo u  g o ”  u ltim a 
tu m s, an d five  years later re m in d e d Je rry  o f 
the w a rn in g  as he fired h im . In  the second 
place, there was the talk o f  a ye llo w  streak. 
N o  honest to goodness h e -m a n  w h o  sus
pects that all o th e r m en consider h im  ye llo w  
can tu rn  aw ay fr o m  the situation w ith  a 
free m in d . I t ’ s b o u n d  to  stay w ith  h im . 
E v e r y  m a n  b e  talks t o , every g ro u p  he 
passes, w ill  stir the m e m o ry .

A n d  th e n , there was Jo h n 's  o w n , p rivate 
p ro b le m . A  thousand tim es he asked h im 
self if  the "g h o s ts ”  w ere n o t just an excuse

to cover a c o w a rd ly streak. H i s  honest m in d  
to ld  h im  n o , ye t w h e n  he  passed gro u p s o f  
his fe llo w  w o rke rs a n d  saw th e ir covert 
glances, .th e ir  rem arks to  one a n o th e r, his 
cheeks b u rn e d  a n d he h u rrie d  that he m ig h t 
be alone.

A l l  that is n o t g o o d  fo r  any m a n , and 
Jo h n  began to  sho w  th e  effects. H e  lost 
w e ig h t. T h e r e  was a ha gga rd a ir about h im , 
a lo o k  o f  strain. H e  g re w  silent. H e  w as no 
lo n g e r seen la u g h in g , jo k in g  and gossiping 
w ith  the engineers and firem en about the 
roundhouses and b u n k  room s. H e  to o k  to 
sittin g  o ff to  h im s e lf, s m o k in g  his p ip e , 
b ro o d in g .

W e l l ,  as I  said, th in g s w e n t a lo n g  that 
w ay f o r  q u ite  a sp e ll. T h e  w eather was fine 
and clear. J o h n  b ro u g h t his train in , trip  
a fte r tr ip , o n  tim e  to  the m in u te .

H i s  ru n  w as an easy o n e . E v e r y  o th e r day 
h e  to o k a local u p  to Jackson C i t y , a r riv 
in g  there at five -th irty  in  th e  a fte rn o o n . A t  
n in e -th irty  h e  coupled u p  to  the T ri-S ta te  
L im i t e d , w ith  a fresh e n g in e , and b ro u g h t 
h e r w ith o u t a stop, th e  w h o le  h u n d re d  and 
fo rty -th re e  m ile s, to R a w lin g s , w he re  an
o th e r fresh e n gine  w a ite d .

I t  was at Jackson C it y  th a t fa te , o r the 
G o d s  o f  C h a n ce , o r luck o r  a n y th in g  you 
care to  call it, ga ve  Jo h n  a chance to  m ake 
g o o d  to  the w h o le  list o f  th in g s that had 
been tro u b lin g  h im . P e rso n a lly, I ’ll  always 
m a in ta in  tha t Jo h n  g a ve  h im s e lf the chance, 
f o r  it w o u ld n ’t ha ve  been a chance i f  he 
h a d n ’ t m ade it so.

T h a t  da y he  to o k  d ie  local u p  o n  tim e 
a n d tu rn e d  his e n g in e  o v e r to  the r o u n d 
house forces at the inspection p it. A t  eight- 
th ir ty  he was again o n  the jo b . I t  had g ro w n  
q u ite  d a rk . A  chill coolness was in the a ir, a 
sort o f  h in t  o f  the colder w e athe r tha t was 
not fa r  o ff . Jo h n  a n d  his firem an w ere out 
in  th e  ready lo t , w h e re  all the engines w ere 

laced a fte r be in g ove rhau le d in the round- 
onse. T h e i r  e n g in e , repaired and tightened 

a n d  greased, w ith  a f u l l  ta n k o f  coal and 
w a te r, stood passively, lik e  a sleeping m o n 
ster. I t  w asn ’ t the same e n gine  they had u p . 
I t  w as a la rg e r, m o re  p o w e rfu l o n e . T h e  
h e a vy, all-steel T r i-S ta te  L im ite d  is a lot 
d iffe re n t fr o m  a n ondescript local tra in .

T h e  firem an w as in the cab, w o r k in g  u p 
a g o o d  bed o f  fire and g e n e rally g e ttin g  
th in g s in  o rd e r. J o h n , o n  th e  g r o u n d , was



ca re fully g o in g  o ve r the m achinery he was 
to  d rive  fo r  th e  n e x t fe w  hou rs. H e  m o ve d  
about his w o r k , a sm o ky o il torch in one 
h a n d , a lo n g  spout o il can in  the o the r, 
lo o k in g , b y th e  eerie lig h t o f  the flare, lik e  
a visito r fr o m  a nother w o r ld .

H e  was fr o w n in g , a n d w ith  g o o d  cause. 
T ire  president o f  the road was m a k in g  an 
inspection tr ip , and Je n k in s  was accom pany
in g  h im  o ve r the le n g th  o f  that d ivis io n . 
T h e i r  special car was o n  a s id in g , w a itin g  to 
be coupled to  the T r i-S ta te  L im it e d . I t  was 
a p ro v o k in g  situation at best. M a n y  thin gs 
can h a ppe n  to  delay a tra in , b u t w h e n  the 
o ld  m an rides, n o n e  o f  th e m  better h a d . 
A n y  m ishap o r delay is sure to  m ean tro ub le  
fo r  som eone. T o  a dd to the diffic u lty, o r  de
tract fr o m  it , i f  yo u  lik e , a lig h t m ist had 
been g ra d u a lly th ic k e n in g  into  the certain 
be gin n in gs o f  a g o o d , h e a lth y fo g .

A s  Jo h n  w o rk e d  s lo w ly a rou n d the en
g in e , the fo g  thicken ed, g ra d u a lly  sh u ttin g  
o u t objects, u n til the engine stood alone in 
a little  w o rld  o f  its o w n . A s  the fo g  deep- 
ended, Jo h n  g re w  m o re  depressed. I t  seemed 
as i f  he was p la y in g  in  h a rd  lu ck rig h t 
a lo n g .

H e  w ell k n e w  th a t, be fo re  the n ig h t 
was o ve r, he stood a g o o d  chance o f  de pa rt
in g  fr o m  the D .  &  R .  an d fa cin g  real tr o u 
ble. H is  tho u ghts abo u t Je n k in s  w e re  n o t o f  
the pleasantest. I n  fa c t, n o  one had m a n y 
pleasant ones fo r  th e  m a n , b u t J o h n ’ s w ere 
o f  an e xtra b rig h t re d , so to speak.

H e  was about th ro u g h  inspecting an d o il
in g  his engine w h e n  footsteps caused h im  
to lo o k  a ro u n d . S ta n d in g  there was Je n kin s 
w ith  tw o  y o u n g  lads. I t  seems the president 
was ta k in g  his y o u n g  gra n dso n  a lo n g  w ith  
h im , so Je n k in s  b ro u g h t his b o y to keep the 
o th e r lad co m pan y fo r  th e  tim e  they w ere 
w ith  the p a rty.

Je n kin s stood w a tc h in g  Jo h n  fo r  some 
tim e  w h ile  the lads m o ve d  abo u t, inspecting 
th e  engine critically an d ta lk in g  together. 
Jo h n  w e n t ahead w ith  his w o r k , p a y in g  n o  
a tte n tio n  to  the su pe rin te n de n t. F in a lly  
Je n k in s  spoke h a rsh ly.

"S te e le !"
" Y e s  s ir ."  J o h n  paused and tu rn e d  

a ro u n d .
" T h e  president’ s car is g o in g  to  be cou

pled to y o u r t r a in ,”  said Je n k in s .
" S o  I h e a rd ,”  Jo h n  re plie d.
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J E N K I N S  loo k e d  significantly at die fo g  
w h ic h  shut them  in . " I  expect yo u  to  

get in  o n  t im e ,”  he declared.
" I  alw ays try  t o ,"  Jo h n  assured h im . 
Je n k in s  chew ed his cigar an d fr o w n e d . 

A  clo ud o f  steam an d noise fr o m  an o u t
g o in g  engine k e p t h im  qu iet fo r  a m o m e n t, 
b u t w h e n  it w as cleared a w a y, he spoke. 
" N o  g h o s ts ,”  he w a rn e d . " I f  yo u  see a spook 
this tr ip , Steele, p u ll o u t y o u r tim e  table 
an d g ive  it a lo o k . I t  is liable to be the ghost 
o f  y o u r j o b .”

R e d , that w as n o t reflected fr o m  the 
ba n da n n a  a ro u n d  his neck, stained J o h n ’ s 
face, b u t he said n o d iin g . Y o u  can 't talk 
back to the m a n  w h o  holds yo u r bread and 
bu tte r in the h o llo w  o f  his h a n d .

Je n k in s  tu rn e d  to  g o , b u t halted as a m an 
burst o u t o f  die  fo g  in to  th e ir range o f  
vis io n . It  was a m achinist fr o m  the r o u n d 
house w h o  had been w o r k in g  o n  one o f  the 
nearby engines. " D i d  yo u  see that engine 
that just passed?”  he asked e xcite dly.

" W e  d id n ’t  l o o k ,”  answ ered J o h n . " A n y 
w a y , the steam fr o m  he r c ylin d e r cocks h id  
h e r. W h a t ’s the m atter?”

" M a y b e  I  was d r e a m in g ,”  said the m a 
chinist, " b u t w h e n  she passed m e I  could 
have sw o rn  I  saw tw o  boys r u n n in g  a rou n d 
in  h e r cab. M a y b e  I  was m is— ”

H e  n e ve r finished his sentence. Je n kin s 
grabbed his a rm .

" T w o  boys?”  he  d e m a n d e d .
T h e  m achinist n o d d e d .
Je n k in s  loo k e d  a bo u t. N o t h in g  b u t the 

d ir ty , g ra y w alls o f  fo g  was visib le . H e  
called the boys at the to p  o f  his voice. A  
m uffled bell fr o m  a distant ya rd  engine was 
the o n ly  re p ly.

I t  was e vid e n tly  so. T h e  tw o  boys h a d  
slipp e d aw ay w h ile  Je n k in s  and Jo h n  w ere 
ta lk in g , and c lim b in g  in to  the cab o f  an 
e n gine , ha d in  some w a y g o t the th in g  
started.

P ro b a b ly  it m o v e d  aw ay so sm o o th
ly  that the y w e re  g o in g  at a go o d  pace be
fo re  the y w e re  aw are o f  the dan ge r.

" M y  G o d ! ”  Je n k in s  tu rn e d  to  Steele. H i s  
face was d ra w n  o u t o f  its usual m ask and 
was ashen w ith  sudden fe a r. B e lie ve  m e , he 
h a d  g o o d  reason f o r  it. H i s  son’ s l ife , the 
presiden t’ s g ra n d so n ’ s life  and his jo b  w ere 
all o n  that ru n a w a y e n g in e . " M y  G o d ! ”  
again bu rst fr o m  the lips o f  Je n k in s  as he
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fa irly  scream ed, " T h e y ’ l l  get o u t o n  the 
m ain lin e !”

J o h n ’ s thou ghts w e re  racing. ’ T h e y  m ay 
get it s to p p e d ,”  h e  said, p a rtly  to  qu iet 
Je n k in s ’  fears, p a rtly  to  stim ulate his o w n  
fo r lo r n  h o p e . In  his heart h e  k n e w  it was 
p re tty fo r lo r n . H e  rem em bered w h a t his 
train e d ears had subconsciously n o te d , w h e n  
the engine passed th e m . She had a ve ry 
short exhau st, a sign th a t h e r valves w e re  
cut back to  about h e r m a x im u m  speed. She 
p ro b a b ly had a b o ile r fu ll  o f  w a te r, a g o o d  
fire a n d  p le n ty o f  steam. T h e y  m ade terrible 
possibilities.

I t  was Jo h n  s m o m e n t f o r  re jo icin g . Je n 
kin s was h u m b le d  an d su ffe rin g  b e fo re  h im . 
T h e  m a n  w h o  h a d  bra n de d h im  as a c o w a rd , 
w h o  h a d  stood betw een h im  an d a safe f u 
tu re , w h o  n e ve r gave m ercy an d presum ably 
w o u ld  n e ve r ask f o r  it, bore o n  his face a 
te rrible  fear. I  w o n ’ t  say it was fe a r o f  his 
jo b , a ltho u gh the jo b  w o u ld n ’t be w o rth  
tw o  cents i f  a n yth in g  ha p p e n e d  to  the o ld  
m a n ’s gra n d so n . I t  was fe a r fo r  his b o y. 
Je n kin s was stripped o f  his w e ap o ns, "sm ote 
h ip  and t h ig h ,”  an d in the heart also.

A s  Jo h n  loo k e d  at h im  he fe lt  n o  g la d 
ness, o n ly  p ity  an d a sudden fierce d e te rm i
n a tio n . H e  tu rn e d  a n d  raced f o r  the cab 
steps.

" C o m e  o n ,”  he flu n g  back o ve r his sh o u l
der to  Je n k in s . " W e  m a y be able to catch 
th e m .”

I n  an othe r m o m e n t they w e re  ro llin g  
dow n the y a rd . T h e y  co u ld h a rd ly  see w here 
they w ere g o in g . T h e  fo g  h id  e ve ryth in g  
b u t a litle  circle a couple o f  h u n d re d  feet in 
diam eter. T h e y  edged a lo n g , p re tty slo w ly 
at first, fo r  there was the bare chance that 
th e  engine w 'ould be h a lte d , some w a y , be
fo re  it g o t loose o n  the m a in  lin e .

A t  the lo w e r e nd o f  the ya rd all the 
tracks ru n  together into  tw o  tracks that lead 
out o n  the m a in  lin e . T h e r e  is a sm all switch 
station at that p o in t. A s  they came u p , the 
h e a d lig h t picked o u t th e  swdtchman, w a v 
i n g  his arm s. F r o m  h im  the y learned that 
an engine had passed his red lig h t at an 
excessive rate o f  speed and vanished d o w n  
th e  m a in  lin e  tracks. I t  w as gone b e fo re  he 
could see w h o  w as in the cab.

W e l l ,  that was th a t. N o  fu rth e r d o u b t re
m a in e d . T h o s e  tw o  kid s w ere o n  a w ild , 
ru n aw a y e n g in e , w ith  fift y  m iles o f  clear

track ahead o f  th e m . R u n n in g  o ff schedule, 
the y w e re  liable to d riv e  in to  alm ost an y
th in g . I f  the e n g in e  k e p t o n , w 'ith the d r a ft  
g e ttin g  the fire h o tte r a n d  h o tte r, the boiler 
w o u ld  q u ic k ly ru n  d ry  a n d  the w h o le  she
b a n g  g o  u p . I t  w as a cheerful prospect all 
a ro u n d .

Je n k in s  clutched at J o h n ’ s sh o u ld e r. " C a n  
yo u  catch th e m , Steele?”  he asked h u s k ily .

T h e y  h a d  clattered across the switches 
an d w ere also o n  the m ain lin e . T h e  fo g  
w as so thick yo u  c o u ld n ’t see a th in g , except 
th e  gliste n in g  rails fa d in g  in to  n o th in g  just 
ahead an d th e  telegraph poles standing 
g h o stly  beside the tracks. B y  w a y o f  answ er, 
Jo jin  p u lle d  his goggles d o w n  o ve r his eyes 
a n d  eased o u t o n  the th ro ttle . T h e  engine 
gave a surge fo r w a r d  a n d began to pick u p 
speed.

T h e  firem an later to ld  o f  that rid e . A t  
first he d id  n o t k n o w  w h a t all the fuss was 
a b o u t. N e ve rth e le s s , as soon as they began 
to  m o v e , he tu rn e d  to  his fire. A f t e r  they 
le ft  th e  y a rd , the speed began to  increase. 
L a c k in g  the d ra g  o f  the tra in , th e  engine 
rocked an d tossed severely. Fa ste r an d faster 
it w e n t. T h e  ha m m e r o f  th e  d r iv in g  rods in 
creased to  a ceaseless p o u n d .

Jo h n  crouched b e h in d  his little , project
in g  w in d s h ie ld , lik e  a statue, his eyes glu ed 
to the track ahead. Je n k in s  m u tte re d n e rv 
ously to  h im s e lf, a n d every fe w  seconds 
leaned o u t the sides to lo o k  ahead.

I t  soon da w n e d  o n  the firem an that they 
w e re  in  great dan ge r. T h e  mass o f  metal 
beneath th e ir feet was h u r tlin g  ahead in  a 
fe a r fu l w a y . I t  lu n g e d  a n d sw ayed fr o m  
side to side u n til it threatened to leave the 
rails altogether. T h e  n o is e ,o f the m achinery 
was fe a rfu l to listen to .

T h e  fo g  opened a scant w a y be fo re  th e m , 
w h ip p e d  b y , a n d , lashed and to rn  b y the 
fu r y  o f  th e ir passage, closed in  b e h in d . 
E v e r y  fe w  seconds Jo h n  raised his h a n d  to 
the w histle cord an d the blast w e n t abroad. 
I t  d id  little  g o o d . T h e y  w ere ru n n in g  
straight into  the jaw s o f  death. Som ew here 
ahead o f  th e m  was the o the r e n g in e , h o w  
fa r  the y could n o t te ll. I t  m ig h t be five 
h u n d re d  feet o r  five  m iles. I t  m ig h t have 
stopped su d d e n ly. In  that case they w o u ld  
d o  the same. B u t Jo h n  was ta k in g  th e  o n ly  
course o p e n , th e  supposition that the engine 
ahead was r u n n in g  at a g o o d  rate o f  speed
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and they w o u ld  ove rtake  it b e fo re  it slack* 
ened a great deal.

T h e  fire m an  stopped his lab or lo n g  
e n ough to w ith d ra w  nis w atch and get th e ir 
tim e  betw een tw o  m ileposts. A s  he  com 
puted the result he tu rn e d  a frig h te n e d  
glance o n  J o h n . T h e y  w e re  tra v e lin g  at a 
fa r faster rate o f  speed tha n  the rules o f  the 
road a llo w e d . E v e n  Je n k in s  w o re  a sickish 
expression as he peered into  the u n k n o w n  
into w h ic h  the y w ere r u n n in g  a n d gave a 
th o u g h t to  the risk .

D u r in g  one o f  these fe a rfu l m om ents 
Jo h n  tu rn ed his glance fr o m  the road a sec
o n d  an d to o k it all in . H e  sm iled a peculiar 
sm ile and ya n ke d the th ro ttle  o u t to the 
farthest no tch. Je n k in s  clutched at the side 
o f  the cab as the e n gine flu n g  herself m ore 
w ild ly . L e a n in g  close to  J o h n ’ s ear, he 
fin ally shouted th ro u g h  d ry  lips, " I s n ’ t there 
too m uch d a n g e r in  g o in g  so fast?”

" D a n g e r ? ” Jo h n  tu rn e d  his head lo n g  
enough to lo o k  Je n k in s  in  the eye. Je n kin s 
kn e w  all r ig h t, that Jo h n  was th in k in g  o f  
the tim e he had been bra n d e d  " y e llo w .” H e  
flushed, and Jo h n  tu rn e d  back, satisfied.

T h e y  d id  n o t slacken th e ir m ad pace. 
Jo h n  h u n g  h a lfw a y  o u t the w in d o w  and 
searched the b lu r  ahead u n til his eyes ached. 
O f  a sudden, h e  w as re w a rd e d . A  tin y  p in 
p o in t o f  red lig h t flashed o u t, u p  ahead in 
the fo g . I t  w as w h a t he h a d  been w a tc h in g  
fo r , the red signal o n  th e  rear o f  the ru n 
aw ay e n gine . T h e y  w e re  tra v e lin g  so m u ch 
faster tha n  the o th e r engine th a t the lig h t 
seemed to leap back at th e m . B u t Jo h n  was 
ready fo r  it. A t  the first sight o f  the p in 
p o in t o f  lig h t he d o se d  the th ro ttle  an d a p 
plied the brakes. W i t h  d im in is h in g  ra p id ity  
the ro c k in g , tossing rear end o f  a ta n k  came 
back in to  the circle o f  th e ir v ie w . T h e r e  was 
a m o m e n t o f  suspense w h ile  it d re w  near, 
the n  it seemed to  slo w  d o w n  and the y w ere 
ru n n in g  e ve n ly about fift y  feet b e h in d .

B y  the lig h t fr o m  th e ir h e a d lig h t the 
rear coupler could be seen o p e n . Jo h n  g ra d 
u a lly d ro ve  his engine n earer, an d fin a lly , 
w ith  a b u m p , h e  coupled the tw o  engines 
toge the r.

M o v i n g  w ith  the quickness o f  a 
cat, he closed his th ro ttle , sw u n g  o u t o f  his

seat an d th ro u g h  his side w in d o w . T h e r e  
w as a little  led ge  just b e lo w  fo r  th a t p u r 
pose. H o l d i n g  desperately to  the h a n d ra il 
above th e  w in d o w , he  e dged a lo n g  u n til he 

ained the ru n n in g  b o a rd  o n  th e  side o f  the 
o ile r. F r o m  the re , it  w as th e  w 'o rk o f  a 

couple o f  m inutes to  trave l the le n g th  o f  the 
b o ile r, d o w n  across th e  p ilo t , u p  die lad der 
o n  the back o f  th e  ru n a w a y’ s ta n k , an d o ver 
the to p  o f  he r coal to the cab.

Im m e d ia te ly  the p u ll fr o m  the fo rw a rd  
e n gine  ceased, an d w ith  a shrill g r in d in g  o f 
brakes the tw o  came to  a stop. T h e  sudden 
silence, b ro ke n  o n ly  b y th e  th ro b b in g  e x 
hausts o f  the a ir p u m p s , was alm ost star
tlin g .

Je n k in s  stu m ble d d o w n  and m ade fo r  the 
o d ie r e n g in e , to  fin d  tw o  w ild ly  so bb in g, 
terror-stricken k id s . H e  clasped his son in  
one arm  and inc lu de d th e  president’ s g ra n d 
son in  th e  parental em brace. I  ha ve  the fire 
m a n ’ s w o r d  f o r  it , there w e re  actually tears 
in  his eyes.

H e  lo o ke d at Jo h n  o ve r the heads o f  the 
tw o  boys.

" A — a great rid e , Ste e le ,”  he said h u s k ily .
A s  usual, Jo h n  w as to n g u e -tie d . H e  

p u lle d  o u t a h a n d k e rc h ie f and fe ll to p o l
ishin g his goggles fu rio u s ly .

" T h e r e  is g o in g  to  be a newr road fo re 
m a n  o f  engineers a p p o in te d ,”  Je n k in s  con
tin u e d  a fte r a m o m e n t. ” 1— a— w e ll, w e ’ ll 
see w h a t w e  can d o .”  W h ic h  was as go o d  as 
a direct pro m ise , c o m in g  fr o m  h im .

W e l l ,  that sort o f  cleared tilin g s u p . T h e  
firem an  saw to  it that everyone heard the 
tru th  a bo u t J o h n ’ s y e llo w  streak. Je n kin s 
saw  to it tha t Jo h n  g o t a better jo b ; and the 
n e w  jo b  to o k  Jo h n  aw ay fr o m  the engineer’ s 
seat and gave his w o rriso m e  conscience 
peace.

A ft e r w a r d , in  a m o m e n t o f  curiosity, 1 
asked Jo h n  abo u t the rid e  th ro u g h  the fo g . 
" J o h n ,”  I  said, h a lf  jo k in g , " w h a t about the 
ghosts? D i d n ’ t y o u  ha ve  any tro u b le  ke e p
in g  th e m  aw ay fr o m  the th ro ttle ? ”

Jo h n  th o u g h t a m o m e n t an d then spoke 
slowdy. " T h e y  w ere th e re ,”  he said. " T w o  
o f  ’e m , tw o  m others. B u t  they w ere p u llin ’ 
o u t o n  the th ro ttle  instead o f  push in ’ i n .”

I  w o n d e r.



A Department o f Justice Man Invades 
the Strangest Island Hideout

M u r d e r  K e y

By ROBERT H. ROHDE

C h a p t e r  I

DOWN FIGHTING

j k  T  D A W N ,  B u c k la n d  a w o ke  w ith  
a  start. S o m e th in g  was w r o n g .

/ . A  D e a d  w ro n g !
/  ^  H e  b lin k e d  the sleep o u t o f

““ “  ™  his eyes a n d stared again at the
slouching figure o f  the p ilo t in the seaplane’ s 
fo r w a r d  co ckpit. R o b in so n ?  N o ,  ne ve r! B y  
some black m agic, a stranger!

I t  w a s n 't R o b in s o n  w h o  was flyin g  h im —  
couldn’t be. R o b in s o n  was a slim  you n gster, 
this m a n  u p  ahead a h u s k y . W h o e v e r  he 
w as, h e  had alm ost tw ice R o b in s o n ’ s span 
o f  sho u ld e r.

T h r e e  thousand feet b e lo w , fo u r  thousand 
m aybe, th e  sea spread o u t in  a m u r k y  in 
fin ity . M o is tu re  glistened o n  th e  w in g s  and 
o n  the po lishe d deck.

B u c k la n d  sat u p  straig h t, stra in in g  his 
eyes. H e  trie d  to te ll h im s e lf they were 
p la y in g  a tric k , b u t the stre ng the n in g lig h t 
m ade h im  certain that they w e re n ’ t . Y e s 
terday a fte rn o o n  he h a d  engaged yo u n g  
R o b in s o n  to  fly h im  south. L a s t m id n ig h t, 
a lth o u g h  the a irp o rt anchorage h a d  been 
pitch d a rk , h e  h a d  taken fo r  gra n te d  that 
it  was R o b in s o n  at the controls o f  the w a it
in g  plane.

B u t  here— n o  question— w as a d iffe re n t 
p ilo t.

Why?
T h e  ship slashed into  a c lo u d -b a n k , th u n 

dered f o r  an e te rn ity th ro u g h  m ist that 
stroked B u c k la n d ’ s cheeks w ith  clam m y 
fingers a n d  burst fin a lly  in to  b rig h te r day
lig h t.

T h e n  he  could see m o re  than  the outlines 
o f  th e  h u g e  shoulders and that b u ll ’s neck

risin g  squatly and so lid ly o u t o f  th e m . H e  
w as lo o k in g  at a scar, ja g g e d , a n g ry-re d , 
that cut a crescent a lo n g  th e  nape o f  the 
th ic k neck. Fascin a te d , incredulous, he 
leaned fo r w a r d .

Y e s . T h e  scar was really there!
W h a t  h a d  ha ppe n e d to  p o o r R o b in s o n  

could o n ly  be guessed, b u t on e  th in g  was 
c o ld ly  d e a r to  B u c k la n d  at th a t instant. H e  
h a d  been tricked . Instead o f  fly in g  to  a jo b , 
he  was fly in g  f o r  a fa ll . C a lle d  b y  w h a te ve r 
n a m e , it w as still D e a th 's  o w n  shape there 
in  the p ilo t ’ s seat.

T h e  scar g a ve  the answ er to  at least pa rt 
o f  the m ystery o f  the su bstitu tion . I t  was 
th e  d istin g u ish in g  m a rk  o f  a  c rim in a l, a 
co ld -b lo o d e d  m u rd e re r, w h o m  B u c k la n d  had 
once sent o ff  to a stretch in  A tla n ta  P ris o n ; 
a deadly enem y w h o m  he  w o u ld  n e ve r f o r 
get a n d  by w h o m  he  w o u ld  never be fo r 
g o tte n,

AN O T H E R  cloud came sla m m in g  at the 
plan e . G r a y  fo g  b lo tte d  o u t the scar, 

th e  neck, the m ig h ty  shoulders. B u c k la n d  
g u lp e d  in  a deep lu n g fu l o f  the soupy air. 
T h e r e  was n o  use n o w  tr y in g  to  g o  b e h in d  
th e  fa c t, n o  use speculating on h o w  this 
ha d come a b o u t. W i t h  J im  M u r th a  flyin g  
h im  he was o n  the spot.

T h r e e  thousand fe e t u p , fo u r  th o u sa n d , 
ten thousand— w h a t odds? H e  was at 
M u r t h a ’ s m ercy. M u r th a  was an a via to r, 
a n d he  w a s n 't. A  bu lle t fr o m  B u c k la n d ’s 
o w n  g u n  ha d p u t that raw  crease in  M u r t h a ’s
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ne ck, and M u r th a  h a d  sw o rn  to k ill  h im .

A  p ictu re  o f  J i m  M u r th a  as last seen 
flashed o n  B u c k la n d  as the plan e roared 
b lin d ly  o n . M u r th a  u p  on his e lb o w  in  a 
hospital bed s p ittin g  o u t the p ro m ise : "S o m e  
day it ’ ll  be yo u  an d m e  again! Som e day 
I ’ m  g o in g  to  ru b  y o u  o u t, B u c k la n d !”

T h e n  th e y w ere o u t o f  the cloud and 
B u c k la n d  w as c o n fro n te d  n o t b y a m e m o ry 
o f  M u r th a  b u t b y M u r th a  h im s e lf. T h e  
p ilo t had sw u n g  a ro u n d . V in d ic tiv e  sm all 
eyes close set in  a b lo tchy red face gloated 
o n  B u c k la n d .

“ A w a k e ?  S urprised?”
T h a t  came th ro u g h  a tw is ty , one-sided 

g r in , the w o rd s rushed back o n  the hurricane 
blast fr o m  the c h u rn in g  stick.

B u c k la n d  contented h im s e lf b y n o d d in g  
to the first qu e stio n , s h ru g g in g  o ff the sec
o n d . A s  he s w iftly  re co g n ize d , he  was 
d o u b ly at a disadvantage in  this situation. 
H e  had looked death in the face m an y times 
b e fo re , and lo o k e d  at it alw ays w ith  calm 
eyes. N o w  h e ’ d  ha ve  to  shout to  m ake h im 
self heard against the p ro p e lle r’ s ro a rin g  
b a c k-d ra ft. A n d  sh o u tin g  never had been his 
style in a crisis, never w o u ld  be. H e  shrugged 
again, h e ld  his gaze  steady o n  M u r th a 's  
and w aite d .

T T  W A S N ’T ,  p la in ly , w h a t M u r th a  had 
A  expected. B u c k la n d ’s lean face betrayed 
n o  m o re  than p o lite  cu riosity; n o  sign o f  
astonishm ent, n o  flu tte r o f  pa n ic, show ed 
f o r  an instant.

M u r th a  stopped g rin n in g  and g lo w e re d .
“ I t ’s a lo n g  d r o p , B u c k la n d !”
I t  w as, o f  course. T h a t  was all B u c k la n d 's  

expression conceded.
M u r th a  sw u n g  all the w a y arou n d 

a n d  faced B u c k la n d , elbow s resting o n  the 
deck.

"See?”  he said. “ S he’ s steady as a ro ck, 
this sh ip. Flie s h e r s e lf.”

B u c k la n d  n o d d e d . H i s  lips fra m e d , 
" W e l l? ”

" S h e ’ ll  fly h e r s e lf,”  said M u r th a , g r in 
n in g  a g ain , “ as lo n g  as the gas holds o u t. 
T h e  w a y I  u n d e rstan d , y o u ’ re n o t a p ilo t. 
R ig h t? ”

S till B u c k la n d  played the listener’ s p a rt. 
H e  shook his head and let it g o  at that. 
M u r th a  th re w  a glance at the instru m e n t 
panel.

" In s id e  h a lf  an h o u r ,”  h e  w e n t o n , " w e ’ ll  
be w h e re  I’m  g o in g . T h e n  I ’ ll  be b a ilin g  
o u t. S a vvy  b a ilin g  o u t, B u cklan d ?  I  mean 
I ’ ll  be d r o p p in g  o ff o n  a parachute to a 
certain little  island I  k n o w . S a yin g g o o d b y 
to  y o u , and le a vin g  you to  get d o w n  the 
best w a y yo u  c a n .”

B u c k la n d ’ s h a n d  had strayed to  his seat- 
cushion a n d  the m o ve m e n t, caught by 
M u r th a , b ro u g h t a derisive tw in k le  in to  
his shoe-button eyes.

“ D o n ’ t m a ke  m e  la u g h !”  he  g u ffa w e d . 
" Y o u  th in k  there’ s a ’ chute in  tha t bag 
y o u ’ re sittin ’ o n — th in k  all y o u ’ve  g o t to 
d o  is bail o u t r ig h t a fte r I  d o  and p u ll the 
rip -c o rd . B u t  y o u ’ re k id d in ’ y o u rs e lf, B u c k - 
la n d . I  tended to  th e  parachute back there 
a fte r I  ten ded to  y o u r little  pal R o b in s o n . 
I t  w o n ’ t o p e n , b ro th e r. Y o u ’ll just have to 
stick w ith  the s h ip .”

KN O W I N G  M u r th a , B u c k la n d  could 
believe th a t. N o w  he could see the 

w h o le  m u rde ro u s scheme. W it h o u t  d o u b t, 
there ha d been a d o ze n  times in th e  course 
o f  the n ig h t w h e n  he  co u ld ha ve  been k ille d  
b y a bu lle t o r  a k n ife  th ru s t; times w h e n  
he  was d o z in g , o ff  g u a rd , defenseless. B u t  
th a t w o u ld n ’t  be M u r th a ’ s w a y . A  qu ic k 
death w o u ld  ha ve  been a m e rc ifu l death, 
an d w h e n  J i m  M u r th a  hated a m an  he was 
coldly w ith o u t m ercy.

" Y o u ’l l  stick w ith  the s h ip ,”  he repeated. 
" F l y  a ro u n d  w ith  h e r w h ile  the gas lasts. 
C ra sh  w ith  he r w h e n  it gives o u t. A n d  
yo u  w o n ’ t need to  w o r ry  w h e th e r she comes 
d o w n  o n  the w a te r o r o n  la n d . I t ’ l l  be all 
the same to  y o u , B u c k la n d . T h e  b ig  w ash
o u t!”

O f f  ahead o f  the p la n e , due so u th, B u c k - 
la n d  co u ld m a ke  o u t tw o  d a rk  dots on the 
w a te r. F o r  a m o m e n t he th o u g h t they m ig h t 
be ships; then he k n e w  they m ust be islands. 
M u r th a  h a d  also seen them  and was s h iftin g  
his course.

T h a t  to o k  his eyes fo r w a r d , and w ith o u t 
a second’ s hesitation B u c k la n d  sw u n g  u p  
o u t o f  the a fte r cockpit and w e n t c ra w lin g  
a lo n g  the deck. H e  was h a lf  w a y  to the 
p ilo t’ s seat w h e n  M u r th a  tu rn e d .

" G e t  ba ck, yo u  f o o l ! ”  he snarled. " G e t  
back, o r— ! ”

H e  h a d  a pisto l i n  his h a n d , a g u n  that 
e v id e n tly  h a d  la in  ready to  his reach in  the
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fo r w a r d  cockp it, and bis eyes g lin te d  w ic k 
e d ly b e h in d  it.

T o  B u c k la n d , the m enacing w e ap o n  in  
M u r th a ’ s g r ip  m ig h t ha ve  been a to y . 
M u r th a  w o u ld  squeeze the trig g e r, certainly, 
unless he backed a w a y; there was n e ve r a 
question o f  th a t in  B u c k la n d ’ s m in d . B u t 
bullets ha d missed h im  b e fo re . A g a in s t the

Eistol h e  had a chance, a slim  chance b u t at 
fast a fig h tin g  chance.

I t  was his last chance, to o . U n le s s  he 
to o k it , som ebody b y -a n d -b y w o u ld  be fin d 
in g  a dead detective in  th e  w re ck o f  a 
crashed p lan e . T lie r e ’ d be n o  evidence o f  
m u rd e r, n o  clue to  the tr u th , n o  scent to  
start the ho u n d s o f  the la w  o n  the kille r's  
tra il. O n  the g o ve rn m e n t records in  W a s h 
in g to n , N e i l  B u c k la n d , ace D e p a rtm e n t o f  
Justice agent, w 'ould be w ritte n  d o w n  as 
the v ic tim  o f  a fly in g  accident n o  d iffe re n t 
than  the hu n dre ds o f  others still o ccurring 
each year.

U T O M A T I C A L L Y  B u c k la n d , crouch
in g  m id w a y  betw een the cockpits, 

clicked to a decision. M u r th a  saw h im  m o ve  
as i f  to  yie ld to  the threat o f  the g u n  and 
tu rn  back.

" T h a t ’ s go o d  sense," he g ru n te d . " N o  
use m a k in g  m e  g ive  it to  yo u  n o w , w h e n  you 
can live  another h o u r . W h i l e  there’ s life  
there’ s h o p e , B u c k la n d . A i n ’ t it so?”

B u c k la n d  had shifte d his w e ig h t, at last 
fo u n d  a spot o n  the slipp ery deck w he re  
the fo o tin g  was firm . F r o m  a sp rin te r’ s 
stance he launched h im s e lf at M u r th a , his 
lith e  b o d y  cleaving the te arin g  w in d  lik e  a 
ja v e lin .

T h e  surprise o f  tha t unsteadied M u r th a ’s 
pistol h a n d . T h e  g u n  snapped u p  and spat 
flam e, b u t the b u lle t screamed o ve r B u c k - 
la n d ’ s head and passed o ve r the tail in to  
space.

M u r th a  - w as o n  his fe e t as his passen
g e r’ s p lu m m e tin g  six feet o f  b ra w n  crashed 
in to  h im . H e  fired again and this tim e  the 
bullet w e n t straight u p . B u c k la n d  had his 
w ris t in a g r ip  th a t the gia n t enem y could 
n o t break.

F o r  breathless seconds they strug gled fo r  
possession o f  the p isto l, sla m m in g  betw een 
the com bings o f  the n a rro w  co ckp it. W i t h  
a terrific tw is t, B u c k la n d  sent the g u n  flyin g  
fr o m  M u r th a ’ s clutch. I t  th u d d e d  o n  the

cockpit flo o r, w e n t s lid in g  u n d e r the deck. 
B u t  in an othe r instan t, M u r th a ’s rig h t h a n d 
h a d  closed o n  his th ro a t a n d he  was be in g 
b o rn e  ba ckw a rd .

A t  such close quarters w e ig h t counted 
m ig h tily . B u c k la n d , g iv in g  aw ay u p w a rd  
o f  tw e n ty po u n d s w h e n  he flu n g  in to  tha t 
w ild  scrim m age, fe lt h im s e lf w e a k e n in g  u n 
der the pressure o f  those c h o k in g  fingers.

S u d d e n ly he  changed his tactics. H is  
fists ceased the ir p o u n d in g  at M u r th a ’s 
g o ry face and his arms circled the e n e m y’ s 
th ic k , h a rd  b o d y. T h e n  a l i f t ,  a tw is t, and 
they w ere ro llin g  precariously a lo n g  the 
seaplane’s deck.

F o r  a te r rify in g  second, M u r th a  fo u n d  
h im s e lf h a lf  o ve r th e  side; and in tha t sec
o n d  he lost his n e rve  a n d relaxed the pres
sure o f  h is deadly g r ip  o n  B u c k la n d ’s 
th ro a t. A  scream o f  h o rro r bu rst fr o m  his 
b ro ke n  lips.

" W e ’ re g o n e !”
B u t they w ere r o llin g  back, ro llin g  out 

o n  a w’ in g . W h e n  they w ere h a lf  a lo n g  it, 
th e  seaplane, m iracu lo usly o n  an even keel 
u n til th e n , fe ll o ff  in to  a d i z z y  side-slip. 
M u r th a  grabbed desperately at a m o o rin g  
cleat as he  fe lt h im s e lf s lid in g , an d gave 
B u c k la n d  th e  o p e n in g  h e  h a d  be gu n  to 
despair o f  fin d in g .

W i t h  th e  clutch o n  his th ro a t released, 
B u c k la n d 's  strength ha d come back. E v e r y  
ounce o f  it was b e h in d  the crashing b lo w  
he sw u n g  at M u r th a ’s ja w .

M u r th a  to o k  it w ith  a g r u n t. H i s  eyes 
ro lle d  and closed, and his h a n d  loosened on 
the cleat. K n o c k e d  co ld , h e  w e n t slid in g  
again a lo n g  the s lo p in g  w in g . B u c k la n d  
caught his a rm . G r ip p in g  the life s a vin g  
cleat h im s e lf, h e  struggled u p  the w in g  
d ra g g in g  M u r th a ’s d e a d -w e ig h t a fte r h im .

T h e  ship w as all that h a d  been said o f  
h e r, first b y  y o u n g  R o b in s o n  and la tte rly by 
M u r th a . A s  the w e ig h t s h ifte d , she rig h te d  
h e rs e lf; an d w h e n  B u c k la n d  had fin ally g o t 
M u r th a  to the deck an d d u m p e d  his inert 
b u lk  into  the cockpit astern she once m ore 
straightened o u t.

NO W  she was close to  the nearer o f  
those tw o  sh im m e rin g  w h ite -a n d - 

green islands. A s  n early as B u c k la n d  could 
ju d g e , she had lost a th ird  o f  h e r a ltitu d e  in 
the side-slip.



E v e n  seconds w e re  precious, fo r  the 
islands w e re  sm a ll, a n d  as B u c k la n d  k n e w  
fr o m  a study o f  the charts back in N e w  
Y o r k  the o n ly  ones w it h in  range o f  m a n y 
m iles. O n c e  past th e m  his chances o f  
pa rach utin g to  safety w o u ld  be practically 
n il.

T h a t  b e in g  so, he w asted n either tim e  n o r 
p ity  o n  M u r th a . L e a p in g  d o w n  into  th e  f o r 
w a rd  cockpit, he tore the 'chute o u t o f  the 
cushion o n  th e  p ilo t ’ s seat, s w iftly  strapped 
h im se lf in the harness a n d  w ith  a last 
glance at the senseless M u r th a  stepped o ff a 
w in g  into space.

H e  h a d  fa lle n  alm ost h a lf  a thousand 
feet, he th o u g h t, w h e n  he  p u lle d  the r ip 
cord. In s ta n tly  a clo ud o f  w h ite  cloth was 
stream ing o u t above h im . T h e  parachute, 
o p e n in g , stem m ed the speed o f  his descent 
w ith  a jerk that all bu t stopped his breath.

T h e  seaplane h a d  g o n e  straight o n . 
S w in g in g  c ra zily  u n d e r the 'c h ute , he w o n 
dered w h e th e r M u r th a  w o u ld  recover fro m  
the effect o f  that ja w -b re a k in g  b lo w  in  tim e 
to b rin g  the ship d o w n  to  a safe la n d in g . 
H e  caught h im s e lf h o p in g  it w o u ld  come 
out that w a y , the n  asked, " W h y  should I  
care a ha ng?"

H e  c o u ld n 't answ er th a t, just d id n 't  
k n o w . J im  M u r th a  w o u ld  ha ve  sent h im  to 
his death w ith  a g r in . I t  was sim p ly the d i f 
ference betw een th e  tw o , betw een one 
m an fig h tin g  fo r  the la w  a n d another fig h t
ing against it. M u r th a  was M u r th a  a n d be 
was N e i l  B u c k la n d . T h a t  w as th e  o n ly  an
sw er. Y e s , he w ish e d  M u r th a  a g o o d  la n d 
in g  and lo n g e r life . I f  th e ir paths ever 
crossed again and pistols flashed in to  th e ir 
hands as the y faced each o th e r, th a t, o f  
course, w o u ld  be som ething else.

BU T  there was n o  need to w o r ry  about 
M u r th a —-n o t  that w a y , a n y h o w . B u c k - 

lan d saw tha t w h ile  he  was still la zin g  
e arthw ard o n  th e  parachute w ith  a g o o d  
couple o f  thousand fe e t betw een h im  and 
the island.

T h e  seaplane, m iles to  the so u th , was 
b a n k in g  and tu rn in g . In  the clear u ppe r a it 
— d o w n  here o ve r the island the clouds 
w ere silky a n d fa r  scattered— every detail 
o f  the m an euver was p la in  to  B u c k la n d .

I  ittle as he k n e w  a bo u t the technique o f  
fly in g , he was w e ll aw are th a t no ship ever
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b u ilt w o u ld  g o  th ro u g h  such a p erform an ce 
w ith o u t h u m a n  co n tro l.

T h a t  steep b a n k in g  a n d  sw o o p in g  tu rn  
m eant just on e  th in g . M u r th a  was o n  his 
fe e t again , a n d  he was c o m in g  back. W i t h  
the passing o f  tw o  o r three m in u te s, B u c k - 
la n d  co u ld see h im  in  the cockpit u p  fr o n t. 
T h e n  the ship w as s u d d e n ly d ip p in g  and 
d iv in g  f o r  the parachute.

I t  w h iz z e d  o n  d o w n , the near w in g  tip  
alm ost to u c h in g  the edge o f  the ’chute, and 
as it passed there was a stab o f  flame fr o m  
the p ilo t ’ s seat and a streamer o f  gun sm o ke  
w h ip p e d  ta ilw a rd  o u t o f  the co ckpit. B u c k - 
la n d  heard one o f  the ta u t ropes above h im  
sing o u t as a b u lle t scotched it.

H i s  o w n  autom atic w as in  a shoulder- 
b e lt, h a rd  to  get at because o f  the parachute 
harness. T o  reach it a buckle h a d  to  be 
ope n e d, an d the buckle resisted.

H a l f  a m ile  n o rth  o f  the ’ chute, M u r th a  
was b a n k in g  again , th e n  m a k in g  altitu d e  fo r  
a n oth e r d iv e . A  fe w  h u n d re d  feet o ve r the 
w in d -b u ffe te d  parachute, he nosed d o w n  
and came w h iz z in g , sho o tin g as he  came.

BU C K L A N D  fe lt the scratch o f  a slug 
a lo n g  the side o f  the heavy belt h o ld in g  

h im  suspended. A  little  black h o le  show ed 
in  the cloth o f  the sw ayin g ’ chute, then  a 
second and a th ir d .

B u t n o w , th a n k  G o d , he h a d  g o t the 
better o f  the stu bborn  buckle a n d his police 
p o sitive , m ost reliable o f  all service arm s, 
was ready fo r  action. A s  the seaplane d ive d  
past h im , he  bla ze d  aw ay.

O n e  bu lle t d rille d  fr o m  his g u n  and 
missed the plan e  co m ple tely. A n o th e r  
g o u ge d a sho w e r o f  splinters fr o m  the deck 
just fo r w a r d  o f  the fr o n t co ckpit.

I t  w as p o in tb la n k  range the n . A  shot 
fr o m  th e  sn ip w h istle d  p e rilo u sly close to 
B u c k la n d ’s h e a d . A g a in  he p u lle d  the trig 
g e r, and this tim e  he k n e w  he had scored a 
direct h it  o n  the e n e m y.

M u r th a ’ s le ft  h a n d  lifte d  fr o m  th e  c o n -, 
trols, claw ed at his chest. H e  slum p ed fo r 
w a rd .

S ta rin g  a fte r the p la n e , B u c k la n d  saw it 
nose straight d o w n  an d p lu n g e  directly fo r  
the g litte rin g  sea. M u r th a  was past sto p p in g  
that insane d iv e . T h e  ship struck the w ate r 
w ith  a crash lik e  th u n d e r an d burst in to  
flam e.

STORIES
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D a z e d ly  B u c k la n d  lo o k e d  d o w n  at the 
u tte rly  u n b e lie va b le .

Y e s , it h a d  h a p p e n e d . H a p p e n e d , p ro b 
ably f o r  the first tim e  in  th e  history o f  the 
a ir. W e ir d ly  e n o u gh to  m a ke  the gra de  in a 
R ip le y  cartoon , a parachute h a d  fo u g h t a 
plan e an d come o u t the victo r!

T h e  w in d  w as ca rryin g  the ’ chute aw ay 
fr o m  the b la zin g  w reckage, sw eeping it in  
to w a rd  the island shore. S h iftin g  his eyes 
fr o m  th a t fu n e ra l p yre  o f  M u r t h a ’ s to the 
beach, B u c k la n d  saw a p ig m y  figure racing 
m a d ly  a lo n g  th e  sand.

A t  his best guess, he  w as fo u r  h u n d re d  
feet u p  th e n , an d w h e n  th a t distance had 
been h a lve d  h e  saw th a t the ru n n e r w as in 
a b a th in g  suit, saw it was a g ir l.

S till fu rth e r d o w n , w o n d e rin g  just h o w  
h a rd  a parachute lan d e d  a passenger fr o m  
the clouds, h e  observed so m e thin g else.

B r o w n  as a b e rry an d g lo rio u sly b lo n d e , 
that g irl o n  the beach w as w ith o u t a d o u bt 
the loveliest b a th in g  beau ty his eyes had 
ever rested o n !

C h a p t e r  I I

THE MURDER TRAIL

BA R E L Y  b e yo n d the w ash o f  the ru shin g 
s u r f, B u d d a n d ’s ’ chute set h im  d o w n  

w ith  a jo lt th a t sent h im  s p ra w lin g . H e  
freed h im s e lf fr o m  the harness and 
b u rro w e d  o u t o f  a sm other o f  b illo w in g  
silk as the g ir l in  the b lu e  b a th in g  suit 
came to  a breathless h a lt beside the para
chute.

She stared w ild ly  at the fla m in g  w reckage 
o f  die seaplane, s lid in g  a lo n g  o n  die  tide a 
q u a rte r-m ile  o ffsho re . T h e n  h e r eyes fixe d 
o n  the pistol still clutched in  B u c k la n d 's  
h a n d and w e n t ro u n d  w ith  te rro r. Q u ic k ly  
he slipped the g u n  back in to  his shoulder 
holster.

" T h e r e ’ s n o th in g  to be a fra id  o f , ”  he 
assured h e r. " D o n ’ t lo o k  at m e  that w a y , 
please. I ’m  really p e rfe ctly harm less. T h e  
fe llo w  p ilo tin g  the p la n e , th o u g h — ”

" I  saw e v e ry th in g !” gasped the g ir l. " T h e  
shootin g! Y o u  k ille d  h i m ! ”

B u c k la n d  brushed a show er o f  d a m p  
sand fr o m  a trousers leg  an d lo o k e d  o ff t o 
w a rd  the b la zin g  sh ip .

" I f  I  d id n ’ t , ”  he said, m a tte r o f  fa c t, "th e

crash d id . I t  was his life  o r m in e . Y o u  must 
have seen t h a t.”

H o r r o r  still g la ze d  die  g ir l ’ s blu e  eyes.
" B u t  it w as— m urder!”
A  g r im  sm ile tw itch e d  at B u c k la n d 's  lips.
" I  d iin k  y o u ’ll  change y o u r m in d  about 

th a t,”  he said s o ftly , " w h e n  yo u  k n o w  the 
w h o le  s to r y .”  H i s  g a ze , w id e  aw ake n o w , 
steely g ra y , sw ept a lo n g  the w h ite  beach. 
" I ’m  n o t m u ch o f  a n a vig a to r, an d a para
chute isn’ t m uch to n a v ig a te ,”  he said. " B u t  
o n  a guess, I ’ve  lig h te d  o n  B arracuda Is la n d . 
R ig h t  o r w ro n g ? ”

T h e  b a th in g  g ir l , in  B u c k la n d ’ s eyes as 
o u t o f  place there as a flam in g o  w o u ld  have 
been in T im e s  Square, n o d d e d  d a ze d ly .

" R i g h t . Y o u ’ re o n  B arracu da. Y e s .”
B u c k la n d  fo u n d  h im s e lf fu m b lin g  m e

chanically fo r  a cigarette, lig h tin g  it.
“ B u t  I  th o u g h t Baracuda Island was u n 

p o p u la te d .”
" P r o p e r ly  s p e a k in g ,”  the g ir l to ld  h im  

sh a kily, " i t  is. T h e r e ’ s just a lightho u se . I t ’ s 
u p  o n  die p o in t, h id d e n  b y those palm s. M y  
fa th e r is the lig h t-k e e p e r.”

T h e  shadow  o f  the trage d y she had w it 
nessed had n o t le ft  h e r face, an d there was 
so m e thin g o f  fe a r o r at least d o u b t ia  he r 
eyes as the y studied B u c k la n d .

H e  spoke reassuringly. " T h e n  y o u r fa th e r 
an d I  are certain to ta lk  the same la n g u a g e .”  
H e  lifte d  his sm all g o ld  shield fr o m  his 
po cke t an d let h e r glim p se  it. " A t  least w e 
b o th  w o r k  fo r  the same U n c le  Sam . M y s e lf , 
I ’ m  a D e p a rtm e n t o f  Justice agent, N e i l  
B u c k la n d .”

S ig h t o f  the shield an d lo n g e r scrutiny 
o f  his clean-cut, alert face h a d  lessened her 
alarm  and she m u rm u re d  h e r o w n  n am e. 
T o  B u c k la n d , th e  nam e seemed to fit he r. I t  
was L o r im e r — K a y  L o r im e r . B u t he r b ro w  
was still cloud ed. A g a i n  h e r eyes w e n t to 
the w re ck o f  the p la n e . E v id e n tly  the fu e l 
tanks h a d  b ro ke n  aw ay in  the crash; n o w  
they w ere flo atin g  in the center o f  a ro arin g 
c a u ld ro n , fr o m  w h ic h  the seaplane’s h u ll 
had been sw ept clear b y the s w ift current.

" I t — it ’s h o r r ib le !”  she w hisp e re d .
" B u t  all in  th e  g a m e ,”  B u c k la n d  said 

tersely. " T h e  m a n  I  shot d o w n  was an 
enem y o f  the la w , a personal enem y o f  
m in e . A  m u rd e re r w ith  e n o u gh im ag in a 
tio n  to ha ve  figu red o u t a h ig h ly  scientific 
w a y o f  sending m e to K in g d o m  C o m e .”  H e
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jh o o k  his shoulders, straightened. " W e l l ,  
he’ s fin ished. Suppose w e  get u p  to  the 
lighthouse and let yo u r fa th e r k n o w  h e ’ s 
got com pany o n  B arracuda?”

FO R  a m o m e n t the g ir l was sile n t, d u b i
ous again. H e r  eyes rested searchingly 

on B u c k la n d ’ s an d then  a tre m ulo u s sm ile 
came.

T  m ay as w e ll tell yo u  the tr u t h , N e i l  
B u c k la n d ,"  she said. " W e ’ re alone o n  this 
island, yo u  and I .  F a th e r w e n t in  to  the 
m a in la n d  this m o rn in g — started b e fo re  d a y
lig h t. O l d  Jo e  H o r t o n , his h e lp e r, h a d  a 
bad attack in th e  n ig h t. F a th e r  was a fra id  
it was appendicitis and to o k Jo e  d o w n  to  
Palm etto C i t y .”

B u c k la n d  loo k e d  o ff in to  the w est. L o w  
on the h o rizo n  lay that second island he had 
noted o n  the chart and g lim p se d  fr o m  the 
air. B e y o n d  it there w as just sky to  be seen; 
even fr o m  the plan e the m a in la n d  coast had 
been o n ly  d im ly  visib le .

" A  lo n g  t r i p ,”  he said b la n k ly . “ H e  can’ t 
possibly be back b e fo re  n ig h t .”

K a y  L o r im e r  m et his eyes straight.
“ A  ve ry lo n g  tr ip , N e i l  B u c k la n d ,”  she 

said q u ie tly . “ F a th e r w o n ’t  be back u n til 
to m o r ro w .”  She was ta k in g  h im  at face 
value n o w , he saw ; he r constraint was fin a l
ly go n e . “ B u t I  k n o w  h e ’ d  w a n t m e ,”  she 
a d d e d , a n d  sm ile d , “ to  m a ke  you w elcom e 
to B arracuda Is la n d ’s b e st.”

F o r  a space a fte r that they stood together 
o n  the sand, w a tc h in g  the cross currents 
carry the fla m in g  gasoline po o l and the 
plan e ’ s h u ll fa rth e r an d fa rth e r apa rt. T h e n , 
sittin g in a neat w hite w a she d ro o m  w h ile  
ham  sizzle d  in a great fr y in g  pan and th e  
arom a o f  b o ilin g  coffee erased th a t eerie 
battle fr o m  the fr o n t o f  his m in d , B u c k la n d  
gave K a y  L o r im e r  a picture o f  the dram a 
back o f  his a m a zin g  a rriva l o n  Barracuda.

T h r o u g h  those soberly silent m in utes o n  
the beach a n d d u rin g  the lo n g  w a lk  u p  to 
the lightho u se , he had been able to  fit 
M u r th a  exactly in to  th e  crazy sequence o f 
events cu lm in a tin g  in  his parachute leap 
and the crash o f  the seaplane. M u r th a , o f  
course, had jo in e d  forces w ith  “ B ig  N i c k ” 
M o ll in o ’ s cutthroat g a n g  fo llo w in g  his re
lease fr o m  A tla n ta  a fe w  m o n th s b e fo re . 
A n u  u p o n  discovery that B u c k la n d  was fly
ing south to  seek o u t M o llin o  in  his ocean
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h id in g  place, M u r th a , beyond doubt, h a d  
been th e  m in d  w h ic h  conceived th e  b o ld 
strategy o f  se izin g R o b in s o n ’s plane 
an d ta k in g  his ancient enem y f o r  an aerial 
rid e .

AS B U C K L A N D  to ld  th e  sto ry, in s w ift , 
b lu n t, direct n a rra tive , w h ile  th e  g irl 

h u n g  tensely o n  his w o rd s , th e  sprin gbo a rd 
o f  action w as the k illin g  o f  F r a n k  L a y to n , a 
bro th e r g o ve rn m e n t a ge n t, by the ga n g- 
leader, M o llin o .

A  m o u n ta in  o f  a m a n , cruel, ruthless, 
m a n y times a m u rd e re r a n d  alm ost as m a n y 
tim es a m illio n a ire  o u t o f  the profits o f  
crim inal operations co ve rin g all A m e ric a , 
B ig  N i c k  M o llin o  had been able f o r  years 
to  snap his fingers at th e  police o f  a score 
o f  cities. E v e ry w h e re  the roost p o w e rfu l o f  
local politicians fe d  at his tro u g h  and 
bo w e d  to  his w il l . A n d  to  th e  w ill  o f  those 
po litician s, fillin g  th e ir pockets w ith  M o l-  
lin o 's  crooked g o ld , the police w ere subject. 
K n o w in g  h im  fo r  w h a t h e  w as, the y had no 
choice b u t to let h im  com e and g o  o n  his 
sw ag ge rin g m urderous course.

T h e n  U n c le  Sam  had taken a h a n d . G o v 
e rn m e n t attorneys, aw are th a t B ig  N i c k  had 
been the instigato r o f  a h u n d re d  m u rde rs, 
w ere equ ally w e ll aw are th a t it w o u ld  be 
im possible to  convict h im  o f  any on e  o f  
th e m ; witnesses, i f  n o t frig h te n e d  into  si
lence, w o u ld  d ro p  o u t o f  sight.

P u t  there w ere o th e r law s w h ic h  M o llin o  
had vio la te d  that re qu ire d n o  h u m a n  w it 
nesses to  jail h im . E n jo y in g  a p ro d ig io u s in 
com e, he had paid n o  incom e ta x . T h a t  
u n d e r Fe d e ra l la w  was a crim e in  itself— a 
crim e to w h ic h  cold figures, u n e m o tio n a l, 
unassailable an d unsusceptible to in tim id a 
tio n , w o u ld  te stify.

T h r e e  m o n ths ago, B ig  N i c k  had been 
secretly indicted fo r  incom e ta x  vio la tio n  
and L a y to n , fe llo w  ace o f  N e i l  B u c k la n d  in 
the D e p a rtm e n t o f  Justice service, had been 
sent to  arrest h im .

A t  last M o ll in o  saw h im s e lf in  a positio n  
w he re  he could n o  lo n g e r use political in flu 
ence to protect h im . F a c in g  certain im p ris 
o n m e n t, h e  used his g u n — e m p tied  it  into  
L a y t o n ’s b o d y and fled.

L a y to n , possessed o f  a trem endous v ita l
ity , liv e d  lo n g  e n o u gh to  gasp o u t the facts 
o f  th e  sh o o tin g  an d to nam e M o ll in o ; the n
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B u c k la n d , w h o  w as L a y to n ’ s best fr ie n d , 
had taken  u p  th e  tra il.

NI G H T  a n d da y fo r  three m o n th s , B u c k - 
la n d  h a d  d r ifte d  th ro u g h  the u n d e r

w o r ld  p o sin g as a fu g itiv e  fr o m  justice and 
seeking som e w hisp e re d h in t  o f  B ig  N i c k  
M o llin o ’ s w hereabouts. Y e s te rd a y , in  N e w  
Y o r k ,  his lo n g  a n d  pa tient d ig g in g  had 
fin a lly  b o rn e  fr u it .

" I  came across a c rim in a l nam ed B e r g e r ,"  
B u ckla n d  to ld  K a y  L o r im e r , " w h o  had once 
been a lie u te nan t o f  B ig  N i c k  M o ll in o ’ s. 
T h e y  h a d  fa lle n  o u t; and w h e n  I  to ld  
B e rg e r I  had a personal g ru d g e  against 
M o llin o  to pay o ff , he  prom ised to fin d  o u t 
w here he  w as h id in g .

" E a r l y  yesterday a fte rn o o n  B e rg e r called 
m e b y te le pho n e . H e  was v e r y  m uch e x 
cited ; said h e  h a d  m anaged to  g e t th e  in 
fo rm a tio n  fo r  m e , b u t feared th a t some o f  
M o llin o 's  people w e re  close a fte r h im . A n d  
he was dead r ig h t about th a t. W h il e  he was 
still ta lk in g , I  heard w h a t I  k n e w  m ust be 
the- rattle o f  a m a ch in e -g u n  c o m in g  o ve r 
the w ire . T h e r e  w as a scream fr o m  B e rge r 
and the n  a t h u m p .

" I  traced th e  call and fo u n d  a cro w d 
a rou n d a d ru g  store a fe w  blocks fr o m  the 
shady hotel w h e re  I  had been liv in g  u n d e r 
an assumed n am e. B e rg e r w as still slum p e d 
in a telephone bo o th  inside, lite ra lly  to rn  to 
pieces b y  to m m y -g u n  fire an d dead as a 
d o o rn a il.

" B u t  he had liv e d  lo n g  e n o u g h , at least, 
to g iv e  m e the lead I  w a n te d . A n  h o u r later 
I  was en g a g in g  a plan e to  take m e o n  the 
last lap  o f  the lo n g  tra il. A n d  that w as the 
plane yo u  saw g o  d o w n  in  flam e s.”  

B u c k la n d  stopped to  lig h t a fresh ciga
rette. T h e n , h u r r y in g  o n , he  offered a 
solu tion  o f  th e  m ystery w h ic h  h a d  con
fro n te d  h im  o n  a w a k e n in g  in  the sea 

" M u r t h a , w h o  hated m e ,”  he  said, 
have been on e  o f  th e  m achine-gunners w h o  
k ille d  B e rg e r. I t ’ s a safe bet that he was 
in  the c ro w d  in  fr o n t o f  tha t d ru g  store, 
su dde n ly fig u re d  tha t I  h a d  been o n  the 
o th e r e n d  o f  the lin e  w h ile  B e rg e r talked 
and h a d  som ebody fo llo w  m e .

" I t  w o u ld  ha ve  been easy e n o u g h , fo r  I  
d id n ’ t ha ve  th e  slightest suspicion I  m ig h t 
be taile d . I  w e n t to  the P u b lic  L ib r a r y , 
lo o k e d  o v e r som e m aps an d charts. T h e n

plan e .
"m u st

I  called W a s h in g to n  and g o t perm ission 
to h ire  a p lan e .

” 1 k n e w  this y o u n g  fe llo w  R o b in s o n , and 
n a tu ra lly  w e n t to  h im . W h a t  happened 
a fte r that is clear e n o u g h . T h e  m a n  w h o  
was s h a d o w in g  m e h u n g  a ro u n d  the a ir
p o rt an d fo u n d  o u t about m y  arrangem ent 
w ith  po o r R o b in s o n . H e  reported to M u r th a , 
w h o , b e in g  a flyer h im s e lf, cooked u p  that 
scheme o f  p u ttin g  m e o n  the spot five 
thousand feet u p . A s  he h a d  it fig u re d , he 
was g o in g  to use the parachute h im s e lf and 
d ro p  o ff th e  plan e w h e n  w e  w e re  o ve r B ig  
N i c k  M o l l i n o ’s island h id e -o u t. I t ’ s a place 
called Cocain e K e y .”

K a y  L o r im e r  p u t d o w n  a s izz lin g  platter 
b e fo re  B u c k la n d  a n d  stood starin g at h im , 
w h ite -fa c e d .

"C o c a in e  K e y ? ”  she gasped. " W h y , th a t’ s 
another nam e f o r  S h a rk fin  Islan d— the one 
just w est o f  B a rra cu da . E x c e p t in  thick 
w e a th e r, it  can be seen fr o m  here. A t  t h U  
m in u te  y o u ’ re less th a n  fifte e n  m iles fr o m  
Cocain e K e y ! ”

BU C K L A N D  n o d d e d  and g rin n e d .
" T h e n  m y  chart-readin g isn’ t so bad 

f o r  an am ateur, a fte r a ll. Ju s t w h a t I  fig 
u r e d .”  H e  fo rk e d  a th ic k slice o f  h a m  
o n to  his p late , superim posed a p a ir o f 
tu rn e d -o ve r eggs an d fille d  his thick cup 
w ith  steam ing coffee. " B y  the w a y , M iss 
L o r i m e r ,”  he  said h o p e fu lly , " I  d o n ’ t  sup
pose y o u ’ve  g o t an extra m o to r-b o a t around 
here. O n e  th a t y o u ’ d  len d  to  a com parative 
stranger?"

S tartled b lu e  eyes regarded h im  across the 
table.

" Y e s ; there’ s a p o w e r d o ry . W h y ? ”  
“ T h o u g h t  I  m ig h t lik e  to  take a little  

tr ip  o v e r to  vis it the neighbors a fte r b re a k
fa s t.”

F o r  a m o m e n t the g ir l sat silent.
" Y o u ’ d  face a k ille r lik e  this m a n  M o l 

lin o  alone?”  she e xclaim ed . " M a d n e s s !”  
" M o l l i n o ’ s alo n e , too— o r so B e rg e r s a id ,”  

B u c k la n d  q u ie tly  to ld  h e r. " A s  fo r  the m a d 
ness p a rt, Sam  L a y to n  was the best b u d d y  I 
e ver h a d . I  w a n t to  nail B ig  N i c k  m y s e lf, 
sing le -h a n de d. B y  an d b y  th e re 'll be a 
revenue cuttter a lo n g  to p ick h im  u p . B u t 
th e  w a y I  feel about it , I ’ve  g o t to be there 
firs t."  H e  leaned to w a rd . " C a n ’ t yo u  u n d e r
stand?”
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She lo o k e d  at h im  w ith  steady, th o u g h t
fu l  eyes, and th e n  slo w ly  she n o d d e d . 

" Y o u ’ll let m e  use th e  d o ry? ”
" Y o u 'd  w reck h e r, sure. I t ’ s treacher

ous w ate r betw een the islands. R e e fs e ve ry
w h e re , m ean cu rre nts."

" B u t  I ’ ve got to  get there ahead o f  the 
Coast G u a r d  p e o p le !" b la ze d  B u c k la n d . 
" C a ll  it just p rid e  o f  service, call it w h a t
ever you please. B u t  I  tell yo u — it’ s the 
w a y F r a n k  L a y to n  w o u ld  w a n t it! W h y  
say yo u  u n de rstan d, w h e n — ”

T h e n  he  saw w h a t she d id . K a y  L o r i -  
m e r’ s eyes w ere s h in in g , h e r chin  set,

" D o n ’ t w o r ry , N e i l  B u c k la n d ,”  she said 
in  a lo w  voice. " I f  it means so m uch to  
y o u , y o u ’ ll get to Cocain e K e y  this m o r n 
in g . I ’ ll p ilo t y o u  there m y s e lf!”

C h a p t e r  I I I

O N E W ORE MIRACLE

WH E N  N e i l  B u c k la n d ’ s b u lle t th u d 
ded betw een M u r t h a ’s ribs a n d the 

fo r w a r d  pitch o f  bis b o d y th re w  the sea
plane in to  that terrific -po w e r d iv e , his 
chance o f  co m in g  th ro u g h  alive w as one 
in a th o u san d. A n d  J i m  M u r t h a , h a lf  con
scious, was flyer e n o u gh to k n o w  it.

H e  was w re n c h in g  desperately at the 
controls as the ship slam m ed d o w n  into  
the sea an d the fu e l tanks e x p lo d e d . T h e n  
•— lights out!

H a l f  an h o u r late r he ope n e d his eyes to 
discover that b y a caprice o f  fa te  he  ha d 
su rvive d  bo th the crash and the fire.

I n  d o se  succession, tw o  miracles ha d 
happened that m o rn in g . N o t  o n ly  h a d  a m a n  
sw ayin g helplessly beneath a parachute w o n  
a g u n fig h t o ver a com petent p ilo t in a beau
t if u lly  balanced p la n e , b u t the p ilo t , shot 
d o w n  in flames, had escaped w ith  his life .

A n o t h e r  p ilo t m ig h t h a ve  o ffe re d a prayer 
o f  th a n k s g iv in g , b u t M u r th a  came to sp lu t
te rin g curses— u n til a s la p p in g  w a ve  had 
fille d his m o u th  w ith  w ate r.

H e  had been th r o w n  fr o m  the s h ip , b u t 
he was still w it h  it , suppo rte d b y a tan g le  
o f  w ire  that h e ld his chin just above the 
sea. A t  a distance o f  a m ile  o r m o re  the 
gas-fire that m a rke d  the d r ift  o f  the fu e l 
tanks was b u r n in g  itse lf o u t.

I t  was the sting o f  the salt w a te r in  his

b o d y w o u n d  that h a d  hastened the return 
to consciousness, b e  re a lize d ; and n o w , 
fin d in g  the p a in  all b u t unbearable, be 
d im b c d  lab orio u sly o v e r th e  scorched side 
o f  the p lan e .

N o w  it was just a  bo at, fo r  the w in gs 
h a d  sheared o ff at the im pact and w ere 
d r ift in g  o n  a separate course o f  th e ir o w n  
betw een the h a lf-fille d  h u ll a n d  the b la zin g  
tanks. T h e  p o w e r fu l engine  h a d  rip p e d  
loose and g o n e  to the b o tto m .

D r e n c h e d , ra g in g , M u r th a  saw tha t his 
o w n  d r ift  w as to w a rd  th e  sm aller o f  the 
tw o  islands betw een w h ic h  he and B u c k - 
la n d  h a d  fo u g h t th e ir strange d u e l. H e  k n e w  
th a t island o f  o ld . Y e a rs  ago h e  h a d  served 
an earlier enlistm ent w ith  the crim inal 
forces o f  B ig  N i c k  M o l i i n o . H a l f  a h u n 
d re d  tim es w h e n  the d o p e -ru n n in g  racket 
was at its h e ig h t he  h a d  com e to Cocaine K e y  
to  take a cargo fr o m  the great stock o f  n a r
cotics cached the re .

H i s  eyes, th o u g h , clun g to  the shore o f 
B arracu da Is la n d , searching fo r  some te ll
tale o f  B u c k la n d 's  fa te . B y  th e n  B u c k la n d  
a n d  K a y  L o r im e r  w e re  b re a kfa stin g  in  th e  
lig h th o u se  a n d  the parachute, a collapsed 
w h ite  patch o n  s n o w -w h ite  sa n d, w o u ld  
ha ve  been ind istin gu ishable  at h a lf  the dis
tance. T h e r e fo r e , d r ift in g  steadily d o w n  o n  
Cocain e K e y , M u r th a  came a fte r a tim e  
to  a conclusion h ig h ly  satisfactory to  h im 
se lf.

L a c k in g  p r o o f  to the c o n tra ry, h e  was 
ready to  believe th a t B u c k la n d  h a d  d ro p p e d  
in to  th e  ocean and d ro w n e d .

" A n d  w o u ld n ’ t I  lik e  to  h a ve  seen i t ! ”  
he  re m arke d.

TH E N  he was in better spirits. H i s  w o u n d , 
he discovered, was o n ly  a flesh w o u n d . 

B a rr in g  a gash o ve r th e  eye, h e  had s u f
fe re d n o  in ju ry  w h e n  th e  seaplane h it the 
w a te r and b ro ke  u p ; and that show er o f  
b la zin g  gas h a d  missed h im  altogether. 
A d d i n g  in the fact th a t the tig h tly  b u ilt 
h u ll was lea kin g  o n ly  s lo w ly , i f  at a ll, he 
could call it a g o o d  w o r ld .

A n  h o u r a fte r he clim b ed in to  the boat 
he h a d  tu rn e d  his a tte n tio n  fr o m  B arracuda 
Isla n d  to C ocain e K e y . O n  the beach there 
stood a fig u re  h e  c o u ld  be certain, m iles 
a w a y, w o u ld  be B i g  N i c k  M o llin o 's . 

M u r th a  stood u p r ig h t o n  the thw arts and
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w a v e d , a n d  presently th e  m a n  o n  C o 
caine K e y  w as w a v in g , to o . T h e n  h e  v a n 
ished a n d  a fte r a fe w  m inutes a m o to r- 
boat w as n o s in g  a ro u n d  th e  southern p o in t 
o f  the isla n d.

I t  came ru s h in g  o u t in  a lather o f  fo a m , 
sw u n g  a ro u n d  alongside the seaplane h u ll . 
Shirt-sle e ve d, b ig -sh o u ld e re d , b lu e -c h in n e d , 
N i c k  M o ll in o  h im s e lf w as at the h e lm . 
A m a ze m e n t flared in  his h a rd  black eyes.

" M u r t h a ! ”  he g ru n te d . " W h a t  tire h e ll? ”
W h il e  M o ll in o  h e ld  the tw o  h u lls  to 

ge th e r, M u r th a  tran sfe rre d  to  the speed
boat and slum p e d into  a cushioned seat.

" A l l  I ’ m  g o in ’ to  ask y o u  fo r  n o w , 
N ic k ie , is a s m o k e ,”  he said. " B u t  you 
ow e m e  a lo t  m o re  th a n  th a t, y o u 'll  fin d  
o u t. I ’ve  g o t m yse lf shot u p  and cracked 
u p  fly in ’ here to  s lip  yo u  the new s. Y o u ’ ve 
got to la m  a g ain , M o ll in o . T h e  Fe d s  are 
wise to  w h e re  y o u  a re!”

T h e  recital th a t B ig  N i c k  listened to as 
the k e e n -lin e d  m a h o g a n y ru n a b o u t shot 
shorew ard h e ld  h im  sp e llb o u n d .

" I  k n o w  th a t d u d e  B u c k la n d ,"  he said, 
m a k in g  the boat fast at a float in  a sm all 
lan dlocked bay o p e n in g  in to  the lo w e r end 
o f  the k e y . " I f  y o u  d ro w n e d  h im , yo u  can 
call it tw o  fa vo rs yo u  done m e ."

" T h e n  it ’ s tw o , N i c k ! ”  M u r th a  was c o n 
fid e n t n o w . " B u t  g e ttin g  B u c k la n d  o ff  yo u r 
tail is o n ly  pa rt o f  i t . D o n ’t fo rg e t about 
that revenue cutter. S he’ ll be a lo n g  a fte r 
y o u , sure as s h o o tin ’ . A n d  w h e n  she gets 
here yo u  w a n t to  be g o n e .”

FR O W N I N G ,  M o ll in o  rubbed his lu m p y  
chin.

" I f  yo u ’ d  g o t here a fe w  hours e a rlie r,”  
he said, " I ’ d be g o n e  b y  this tim e . O f f  
fo r  E u r o p e  o r S o u th  A m e r ic a . Since I  came 
d o w n  to  C o ca in e  K e y , I ’ ve had a yacht 
b o u g h t fo r  m e  a n d  there’s a lo t o f  the o ld 
R u m  R o w  bu n ch aboard as cre w ; a d o ze n  
o f  ’e m , th e  harde st-bo ile d in  the fle e t.”

" A  yacht? W h e r e  d o  y o u  keep her?”
B ig  N i c k  M o ll in o  lau g h e d  sou rly.
" D o n ’ t fo r g e t, J i m ,”  he  said, " th a t there’ s 

a lighthou se o ve r o n  B a rra cu d a . W o u l d n ’ t 
I  be a sucker to  h a ve  a ship the size o f  
the Four W inds  h a n g in g  a ro u n d  Cocaine 
K e y  to  start th e  lig h t-ke e p e r sh o o tin g  o ff 
his m o u th  w h e n  the s u p p ly boat calls? 
H e l l ,  the yacht’ s alm ost the size o f  a lin e r.

She just slips in  at n ig h t w'ith all lights 
doused a n d  dears b e fo re  su n -u p . T h a t  w ay 
I  get a n y th in g  I  w a n t f r o m , tire m a in 
la n d — and a ll the n e w s .”

T h e y  w e n t d im b in g  again u n til another 
th o u g h t came to  B ig  N i c k . H e  stopped.

" W h a t  was the nam e o f  th a t g u y  yo u  
slugged at the airport? R ob in so n ? W o n 
der i f  there’ ll  be a n y th in g  about him  In  
th e  papers w h e n  the Four W inds  brin gs ’ em 
o u t to n ig h t.”

M u r th a  g rin n e d .
" H a r d l y , ’w a y  d o w n  h e re ,”  he said. " W e  

d id n ’t  croak h im . Ju s t tapped h im  o n  the 
d o m e  a n d  tied h im  u p . H e  w o n ’t ha ve  
n o th in ’  b u t a headache. W e l l — m aybe tw o  
o f  ’ e m , a fte r he finds his p lan e  g o n e .”

B ig  N i c k  M o ll in o  lo o ke d at h im  w ith  
a flicker in  his h a lf-d o s e d  eyes.

" J e e z ,”  h e  m u rm u re d , " b u t y o u ’ ve tu rn e d  
o u t k in d -h e a rte d , M u r th a . W e l l , come o n , 
a n yw a y, and I ’l l  sho w  yo u  one o f  the queer
est joints a b ird  o n  the la m  ever holed up 
in . Y e a h , and one o f the purtiest fixe d 
o u t!”

C h a p t e r  I V  

M a r o o n e d !

Ba r r a c u d a  i s l a n d  was fiat, sandy,
green w ith  th ic k -g ro w in g  pa lm s. C o 

caine K e y — o n  the chart, S h a rk fin  Islan d 
— w as as d iffe re n t geologically as i f  h a lf  a 
w o r ld  la y betw een instead o f  a fe w  m iles 
o f  b lu e  w a te r.

N e a r in g  S h a rk fin , N e i l  B u c k la n d  n o te d  
its ro cky structure w ith  risin g  am aze m e n t. 
I n  these w aters, it was a fre a k . B ack o f  the 
strip o f  beach, bare and craggy h ills rose 
to  a h e ig h t o f  several h u n d re d  fe e t.

Several ho u rs h a d  then  passed since 
M a r th a 's  com m andeered parachute let h im  
d o w n  to tha t ro m an tic m ee tin g o n  B a rra 
cuda. T h e  d o ry ’ s e n gine , b a lk y  a fte r lo n g  
disuse, h a d  re qu ire d endless tin k e rin g  b e 
fo re  K a y  L o r im e r  was w illin g  to trust h e r
se lf to the s w ift inter-islan d currents. B u t 
B u c k la n d , eager as he  was to d ro p  a h a n d 
o n  B ig  N i c k  M o l l i n o ’s sho u ld e r, h a d  fo u n d  
the delay fa r m o re  en du rab le than he w o u ld  
h a ve  believed possible.

Ju s t h o w  it h a p p e n e d , he still d id n 't  
k n o w  exactly. N e ve rth e le ss, fo rm a lity  had
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d ro p p e d  aw ay w h ile  h e  and the g ir l la 
bored o ve r the m o to r, sho u ld e r to sho u ld e r. 
L o n g  b e fo re  the jo b  w as fin ish e d  they w e re  
" K a y "  and " N e i l . ’*

N o w , d iv id in g  his eyes betw een the curi
ous fo rm a tio n  o f  Cocain e K e y  and the slim  
shapeliness o f  the N a ia d  at th e  d o ry's  
w h e e l, B u c kla n d  in w a rd ly  w as la m e n tin g  
th a t beauty lik e  K a y  L o r im e r ’ s should be 
w asted o n  B arracuda Isla n d .

S o m e b o d y, he th o u g h t, o u g h t to  d o  som e
th in g  about it. S o m e b o d y, f o r  instance, lik e  
h im s e lf. Som ebody w h o  was sing le and had 
a g o o d  steady job n o t subject to  econom ic 
fluctuations.

N o t  that she w asn ’ t the k in d  w h o ’ d  stick 
to a n u n  n o  m atter w h a t ha ppe n e d to his 
jo b . K a y  L o r im e r  was just as p lu c k y  as 
she was p re tty . B u c k la n d  h a d  m e t girls 
in  his o w n  business w ith  p le n ty  o f  n e rve , 
b u t never one w ith  m o re  nerve th a n  K a y .

T r y i n g  to dissuade h e r fr o m  g o in g  a long 
to  Cocaine K e y , he  had to ld  her just w h a t 
sort o f  a m a n  N i c k  M o ll in o  was— a k ille r 
at heart and a k ille r in fa c t; e n d o w e d  w ith  
the savage courage th a t nature gives to the 
ju n g le  beast and quicker to shoot tha n  to 
give  g ro u n d .

B u t  that h a d n 't fa ze d  h e r, h a d n ’t bu d g e d  
h e r fr o m  he r resolution. I f  the d o ry  w e n t 
to  the tw in  isla n d , she’ d g o  to o . A n d  
here she w as, d e ftly  th re a d in g  th ro u g h  
reefs that B u c kla n d  perceived to be actually 
as thick as she h a d  to ld  h im  they w e re .

H a l f  a m ile  o ff the ke y there was a last 
barrier o n  w h ic h  w h ite  w ate r crashed in  a 
line o f  b o ilin g  fo a m  that show ed n o  break 
to B u d d a n d ’ s eye. B u t u n e rrin g ly  the g irl 
fo u n d  a gap a n d  d ro ve  the d o ry th ro u g h  
it in a dre n chin g show er o f  s p in d r ift.

T h e  beach was deserted w h e n  B u c k la n d , 
pistol in h a n d , stepped o ve r the b o w  o n to  
the sand. H e  loo k e d  back at the re e f, and 
paid K a y ’s p ilo tin g  the co m p lim e n t it had 
earned.

" L o o k s ,”  he said, "as i f  y o u ’d  been here 
b e fo re .”

She sm iled. " A n y  n u m b e r o f  tim es. I  w as 
bo rn  in the lightho u se . E v e n  w h e n  I  w as 
g o in g  to school, I  liv e d  there h a lf  the year. 
M y  bro the r— he’ s w o r k in g  o n  the m a in lan d  
n o w — used to  b rin g  m e o ve r in  his sloo p . 
S h a rk fin  was as m uch the p la y g ro u n d  fo r  
us, a lm o ^ , as B a rra c u d a .”
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BU C K L A N D ’S ga ze  searched th e  beach. 
B u t  still h e  a n d  th e  g ir l  w e re  alone. 

" B e e n  he re  since th e  do pe -ru n n e rs evacu
ated?" h e 'a sk e d .

She h a d . B u t  those unpleasant n e ig h 
bors o f  a fe w  years a go , she was able to 
assure h im , h a d  le ft  n o  b u ild in g s  b e h in d  
th e m .

" T h e r e  n e ve r has been as m uch as a 
shack o f  S h a r k fin ,”  she said. " N o  need fo r  
a n y th in g  lik e  th a t. B e h in d  that second h ill  
th e re ’s a fine d ry  cave b ig  e nough to  shelter 
an a r m y .”

B u c k la n d  p u lle d  the d o ry  fu r th e r  u p  on 
the sand and d u g  in her sm all anchor.

" S w e ll!”  he said. “ T h e n  th a t’ s the first 
place w e ’ ll  lo o k  fo r  M o llin o . B u t  m in d  
th is , K a y  L o r im e r : i f  it  tu rn s into  a shoot
in g  m atch yo u  scoot fo r  the boat and stay 
o ff shore u n til you sec w h o  w in s . I ’m  te ll
in g  yo u  n o w , the m o re  distance betw een 
y o u  and B ig  N i c k ,  the better yo u 're  o f f .”  

S id e  b y  side they clim bed the near h ill , 
a n d  w h e n  they reached its su m m it B u c k la n d  
discovered the h a rb o r.

" S w e ll a g a in !”  h e  w h isp e re d , p o in tin g  
d o w n . "See that p ie r— and the flossy speed
b o a t tied u p  at the float? S u re e n o u g h , 
the B ig  B e a r’s h o m e !” '

T h e y  descended, clim bed again and then 
fo r  a second tim e  B u c k la n d  stopped short.

" W a i t ! ”  he said, catching the g irl back. 
" I n  an othe r m in u te  w e ’ d  h a ve  been w a lk 
in g  rig h t o ve r h im !”

T h e y  w e re  at the to p  o f  the second h ill , 
an d just beyon d the depression a b u lk y , 
shirt-sleeved figu re  h a d  su dden ly m aterial
ize d .

“ M o l l i n o ,”  w h isp e re d B u c k la n d , " o r  I ’ ll 
tu rn  in m y tin !”

" T h e  cave’ s rig h t o v e r th e re ,”  the g ir l 
said , d o se  to his ear. " H e  just came o u t .”  

W i t h  his bro a d back tu rn e d  to th e m , the 
w id e -sh o ulde re d cave-dw eller o f  Cocaine 
K e y  was scra m blin g u p  the fu rth e r h ill . 
B u c k la n d , crouching o u t o f  v ie w , saw h im  
su rm o u n t it and va n ish ,

" W e ’ re betw een h im  a n d  the speedboat, 
a n y h o w ,”  h e  said, "so I ’ U  let h im  g o . M ig h t  
pa y to have a lo o k  th ro u g h  this cave b e fo re  
I  nail h im . G o  ahead, g u id e , and lead the 
w a y .

F r o m  w he re  he stood th e n , B u c k la n d  
c o u ld  see n o  sign o f  a  cave; b u t K a y
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L o r im e r , even a fte r the years, w e n t to its 
o p e n in g  w ith  th e  same sure sense o f  direc
tio n  w h ic h  had tak e n  h e r so neatly th ro u g h  
the re e f. I t  w as h a rd ly  b ig g e r th a n  the 
average h o u se -do o r, o v e rg ro w n  w ith  b ru sh , 
and B u c k la n d  confessed to h im s e lf that he 
m ig h t ha ve  com bed the island fo r  days 
w ith o u t fin d in g  it h a d  h e  m ade the crossing 
fro m  B arracu da alone.

W i t h i n  was a n a rro w  tw is tin g  passage, 
cool and d a rk . B u c k la n d  to o k the lead w h e n  
th e y had entered i t , the g irl's  h a n d  in  his. 
F o r  a d o ze n  paces w h ile  his eyes w e re  ac
custom ing them selves to  the g lo o m  he 
m o ve d  o n  b lin d ly . T h e n  su d d e n ly he 
stopped. H e  h a d  m a de  on e  tu rn , then  an
o th e r, and n o w  he was lo o k in g  into  a great 
rocky cham ber th ro u g h  w h ic h  a suspended 
gasoline la n te rn  cast a b r ig h t radiance.

" G o o d  G o d ! "  B u c k la n d  breathed. " D o n ’ t 
m ake a so u n d, K a y ! ”

T h is  cavern o p e n in g  be fo re  his startled 
eyes m ig h t ha ve  been lifte d  b o d ily  o u t o f  
the A r a b ia n  N i g h t s . Its w alls w e re  h u n g  
w ith  tapestries, its flo o r covered w ^ li  heavy 
and costly ru gs. F u r n itu r e  that w o u ld  have 
graced a m a n sio n  fille d  the lig h te d  area 
arou n d the la m p ; deep-cushioned chairs, 
vast la zy d a ve n p o rts, tables o f  bu rn ish ed 
m a h o ga ny a n d  teak.

B u t th a t w as th e  least o f  the surprise. 
In  a b ig  w in g -c h a ir tu rn e d  to w a rd  the en
trance passage a  m a n  sat s m o k in g  and sip 
p in g  fr o m  a ta il glass at his e lb o w — the 
same m an w h o m  B u c k la n d  co u ld swe^r 
he had seen passing o v e r the h ill  three 
m inutes since. T h e  lig h t fr o m  th e  lan te rn  
show ed fu ll  o n  his face, an d the face was 
B ig  N i c k  M o llin o 's .

P e e rin g  o v e r B u c k la n d 's  sh o u ld e r, K a y  
L o r im e r  also saw h im .

"W ho?”  she gasped.
" T h e  m a n  I  w a n t!”  w hisp e re d B u c k -

la n d . " W h o  the o th e r fe llo w  was doesn’t 
m a tte r. I ’ m  g ra b b in g  o ff M o lin o  w h ile  the 
g ra b b in g ’ s g o o d ."

Pisto l raised, a sharp co m m a n d o n  his 
lip s, he stepped b ris k ly  into  the lig h t. M o l -  
lin o  ju m p e d  to  his fe e t, his eyes b u lg in g . 
T h e  glass slipped fr o m  his fingers, smashed 
o n  the ru g .

" B u c k la n d !”  he b lu rte d .
" T h e  la w , fin a lly ,”  said B u c k la n d . H e  

stepped fo r w a r d , p lu cke d a re vo lve r fr o m  
B ig  N i c k ’ s pocket and d ro p p e d  it in  his 
o w n , an d p ro d d e d  h im  w ith  the m u zzle  
o f  th e  a utom atic. " Q u ic k -s te p  n o w , M o l-  
l i n o ,”  he said. " Y o u  seem to  ha ve  frien d s 
o n  this islan d, so w e ’ ll be g e ttin g  o ff it—  
fa s t!”

H e  h a d  lo o ke d fo r  resistance, even a fte r 
his prisoner stood u n a rm e d . B u t B ig  N i c k  
M o ll in o , fo r  the first tim e  o f  record, seemed 
u tte rly  u n n e rv e d . H i s  eyes still b u lg e d . H is  
ja w , h a v in g  d ro p p e d , lifte d  o n ly  to  fa ll 
o n  his th ic k  chest again. T h e  th o u g h t 
came to  B u c k la n d  that a m an co n fro n te d 
b y a ghost m ig h t react just so.

I t  was o n ly  w h e n  he saw the g ir l , o u t 
in  broad d a y lig h t, th a t B ig  N i c k ’s strength 
appeared to re tu rn . H i s  black eyes resumed 
th e ir n o rm a l stoniness there beyond the 
cave entrance, an d n a rro w e d . T h e y  darted 
s w iftly  abo u t and th e n  fixe d  fa irly  o n  his 
capto r.

" L is t e n , B u c k la n d ,”  he said, "th is  collar 
w o n ’ t get yo u  a n yth in g  b u t a pat o n  the 
back. W h a t ’ s the use bein g a sucker? C a ll 
it o ff , and I ’ ll  m ake it so yo u  never have to 
w o r ry  about a d o lla r .”

U C K L A N D  shook his head.
" U n c le  Sam  does t h a t ,”  he replied 

" M a r c h !”
T e n  m inutes to o k  them  to the d o ry. 

B u c k la n d  shoved it o ff the beach and stood
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w ith  his pistol jam m e d against B i g  N i c k  
w h ile  K a y  sp u n  the engine.

" I t 's  gone d u d  a g a in !" she said, lo o k in g  
u p . T h e n  she sniffed an d stooped again. 
" N o ,  that isn’t  i t ! "  she cried. "S o m e 
bo d y's  kn o cke d  a h o le  in th e  ta n k , an d the 
gas is all g o n e !”

B u c k la n d  stared at M o ll in o  a n d  B ig  
N i c k  sm iled th in ly  a n d  sh ru g g e d .

" I  heard Cocain e K e y  is h a u n te d ,”  he 
said. " M a y b e  it ’s s o .”

" B u n k ! ”  g ro w le d  B u c k la n d . " T h a t  be e fy 
frie n d  o f  yours saw a strange boat a n d  w e n t 
to w o r k  o n  it. T h a t ’ s o kay by m e . W e ’ ll  just 
m o ve  you in y o u r o w n  p re tty ru n a b o u t.”

B u t w h e n  they h a d  reached th e  bay, 
M o llin o 's  speedboat was n o  lo n g e r at the 
float. It  w7as da shin g o u t o f  th e  h a rb o r 
m o u th , he a d in g  so u th, a w id e  expanse o f 
shirt-sleeved shoulder risin g  at the w h e e l.

B ig  N i c k  M o llin o  stood b y w ith  bis 
hands in his pockets, g r in n in g  b ro a d ly .

" Y e a h , this island's h a u n te d , a ll r ig h t ,”  
he chuckled. " T h e r e  goes a nother ghost—  
yo u r o ld  sho o tin g-g alle ry p a l, J i m  M u r -  
th a , raised fr o m  the dead. N ow  w h a t’ re yo u  
g o in ’ to d o  about i t , B u c k la n d ? ”

C h a p t e r  V

GANGED

MU R T H A ,  in c re d ib ly resurrected, ha d 
m ade a g o o d  jo b  o f  it be fo re  ta k in g  

flig h t fr o m  Cocaine K e y . W i t h  rare fo re 
sight he ha d opened w id e  the ta p  o n  the 
d ru m  h o ld in g  B ig  N i c k  M o ll in o ’ s shore- 
side gasoline s u p p ly , and the last d ro p  o f  
the fu e l w as sp e w in g  in to  the bay as the 
speedboat w h irle d  seaw ard.

" C o u ld  w e  row7?”  B u c k la n d  asked K a y  
L o r im e r , tu rn in g  fr o m  the e m p ty d ru m .

" W i t h  w h a t? ”  she w a n te d  to be to ld . 
T h e n , w ate r w ise, practical, she p o in te d  
o u t that even i f  oars w ere available the 
h e a vy d o ry  could n o t be m an euvered w ith  
th e m  in the tid e  race betw een the islands. 
“ W e ’ re h e re ,”  she o p in e d , " u n til  the cutter 
comes a lo n g .”

B u c k la n d ’ s face clo ud e d,
" I ’m  a fr a id ,”  he  a d m itte d , "sh e  w o n ’t 

tu rn  u p  b e fo re  to m o rro w . T h a t  was h o w  
W a s h in g to n  figured it , a n y w a y .”

B ig  N i c k ’ s flick e rin g  sm ile show ed h e
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h a d  he a rd th a t, b u t he said n o th in g . N o t h in g  
th e n , a n d  n o th in g  d u r in g  th e  ho u rs that 
fo llo w e d  w h ile  B u c k la n d  a n xio u sly scanned 
the h o r iz o n  fo r  a p ro m is in g  rib b o n  o f  sm oke 
th a t m ig h t fo re te ll the approach o f  re in 
forcem ents.

T h e  o n ly  sm oke visib le  w as th a t o f  a 
n o rth b o u n d  ta n k e r, h u ll-d o w n  to  the east. 
A f t e r  that a coastwise fo u r-m a ste r d a w d le d  
b y , so fa r  w e stw a rd  that sig n a lin g  h e r was 
autom atically o u t o f  the q u e stio n . L a t e  in 
the a fte rn o o n  a w h ite  w e d g e  seen to  the 
south and m o v in g  directly to w a rd  th e  key 
lifte d  B u c k la n d ’ s h o p e , o n ly  to resolve it
se lf in to  the speedboat re tu rn in g .

W h e n  she was d o se  to  the h a rb o r en
trance, he  saw that instead o f  o n ly  one 
passenger she n o w  carried a h a lf  do ze n  
o r m o re .

B ig  N i c k ,  sittin g o n  a stringpiece o f  the 
p ie r, b ro ke  o u t w ith  a sharp, ha rd la u g h .

_ " S m a r t g h o s t, that J i m  M u r th a ! I  told 
h im  th a t some o f  the o ld  bu n ch was bottle- 
fis h in ’ o ff  the m a in la n d  now adays— and 
w h a t d o  yo u  s’pose h e ’ s g o n e  an d done? 
H e 's  b ro u g h t a g a n g  o u t h e re , just in case 
that d o ry  o f  yours d id n ’ t  m ean any good 
to  N i c k  M o l l i n o ! ”

K a y  L o r im e r 's  cheeks w e n t suddenly 
w h ite . She w h isp e re d to  B u c k la n d :

" T h e r e 's  too m a n y o f  th e m , N e i l ,  Y o u ’ ll 
n e ve r be able to  stand them  o ff  in  the ope n . 
G e t  to the cave!”

H e  n o d d e d  an d his eyes sw u n g  to 
M o ll in o .

"S ta rt c lim b in g , N i c k ! "  he  snapped. 
" B a c k  to  the d ra w in g  r o o m !"

T h e  speedboat w as already at the float 
as they reached the crest o f  the near h ill , 
and B u c k la n d  tu rn e d  to  count heads as its 
crew tu m b le d  ashore. T o u g h  odds! I n 
c lu d in g  J im  M u r th a , there w e re  e ig h t o f  
the m ! • ,

" K n o w  h o w  to h a n d le  a g u n ? " he d e 
m a n de d o f  K a y  at th e  cave entrance, an d 
w h e n  she n o d d e d  he slipp e d, M o l l i n o ’ s big 
re vo lve r into  her h a n d . " A l l  I  w a n t yo u  
to d o  is stand g u a rd  o v e r N i c k ,”  h e  said. 
" I f  he starts a n yth in g — even looks as i f  
he was th in k in g  o f  it— just p lu g  h im . Y o u  
h e a r, N ic k ie ?  T h o s e  are M is s  L o r im e r ’ s 
o rde rs, a n d  betw een yo u  and m e  she’s the 
y o u n g  w o m a n  to carry ’ em  o u t to  the let
t e r .”
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B u c k la n d  h im s e lf had elected to de

fe n d  the entrance, b u t w ith in  short 
o rd e r fo llo w in g  th e  appearance o f  M u r -  
tha’ s m a in la n d  recruits o n  the h ill opposite 
he k n e w  he  h a d  picked the w r o n g  spot. 
W id e ly  d e p lo ye d , w e ll sheltered a m o n g  the 
rocks, the y h a rrie d  h im  w ith  a cross-fire 
that he dared n o t spend his scant a m m u n i
tio n  in  re tu rn in g .

C ro u c h in g  deep in  the m o u th  o f  the 
cave, he was protected adequately e n o u g h  
fr o m  direct h its ; b u t ric o d ie fin g  bullets 
w h in e d  u n c o m fo rta b ly close about h im , and 
w h e n  one fin a lly  nicked an ear he decided to  
retreat to  the m a in  cham ber.

A  cry escaped K a y  L o r im e r  at the sight o f  
the stream ing b lo o d .

" N e i l !  Y o u ’ re w o u n d e d !"
" O n l y  scratched,”  B u c k la n d  assured h e r. 

" B u t  i t ’s m ean o u t th e re , w ith  slugs 
bo u n cin g  o ff th e  w alls every w h ic h  w a y .”

H e  dragged a h e a vy table to  face the 
passage an d tu rn e d  it o v e r o n  its side to 
fo r m  a bre a stw o rk w h ile  B ig  N i c k  M o llin o  
sat g r im ly  w a tc h in g  h im . K a y , h e r eyes 
never tu rn in g  fr o m  he r p riso n e r, tossed an 
aside to h im .

" T h e r e  used to be another w a y o u t o f  
the cave, N e i l .  I  th in k  I  could still fin d  
it— i f  yo u  w a n t m e t o .”

B u cid a n d 's  ja w  was set h a rd .
" N o t  ye t, K a y . Ju s t y o u  keep o u t o f  

the lin e  o f  fire , an d I ’ ll  k n o c k  these lads 
o ve r as fast as the y sho w  th e ir noses. I f  
w e  do  ha ve  to  leave by the back d o o r, I  
guarantee there w o n ’t be m a n y o f  ’ em  le ft  
to  chase u s .”

/ “ \ U T S I D E ,  the besiegers had discovered 
v /  that the m o u th  o f  the cave was no 
lo n g e r d e fe n d e d . B u c k la n d  could hear them  
ca llin g back and fo r t h ; th e n , e v id e n tly , the y 
w ere closing in . A f t e r  tense m in ute s, his 
strain in g ears caught the sou n d o f  stealthy 
steps in  the passage.

A  ven turesom e head appeared, and B u c k - 
lan d  squeezed th e  trig g e r. A s  th e  police 
positive slam m ed a w ild  scream echoed in 
th e  passage. B a ck o f  the barricade, B ig  
N i c k  su dde n ly raised his voice in  a roar o f  
encouragem ent to  the attackers.

" R u s h  h im ! R u s h  h im ! Y o u  h e a r, M u r -  
tha? I t ’s B u c k la n d , a n d  h e ’ s g o t n o b o d y 
bu t a gal w ith  h i m !"
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O u t  o f  the corner o f  his eye, B u c k la n d  
saw K a y  L o r im e r  l i f t  th e  h e a vy re vo lve r in 
a h a n d  w ith o u t a tre m o r.

“ Q u ie t ! ”  she co m m a n d e d . " D o n 't  th in k  
I ’m  a fra id  to  sho o t, M o l l i n o .”

B ig  N i c k  was w illin g  to  believe h e r. 
H e  signed o ff a b ru p tly . B u t  his reassur
ance that o n ly  one m an h a d  to  be faced 
gave fresh and vicious im petus to  the at- 
tadc. W i t h  a rush o f  h o b n a ile d  feet it came 
o n .

I n  a ll, five  m e n  m anaged to  h u rl th e m 
selves fr o m  the passage. F ir i n g  o ve r the 
table as their gu n s flashed an d th u n d e re d , 
B u c k la n d  d ro p p e d  on e  o f  th e m  cold and 
spun another w it h  a sho u ld e r w o u n d . A  
th ird  h a d  reached d ie  barricade w h e n  a 
b u lle t fr o m  the rear d ro n e d  past the de
fe n d e r’ s ear to  cut h im  neatly d o w n .

" N ic e  b o w lin g , K a y ! ”  B u c k la n d  called 
as d ie  diree still o n  th e ir fe e t d ive d  back 
in to  the passage. " T h a n k s  a l o t .”

TH E N  B ig  N i c k ,  sittin g  tig h t b u t vocally 
berserk, w as sh o u tin g  again. 

" M u r t h a , listen! L o o k  d o w n  in th e  stern 
locker o f  th e  speedboat! W h a t  yo u  fin d 
there w ill  settle this fa st!”

B e h in d  the sm oke p a ll, M u r t h a ’s voice 
im m e d iate ly sounded.

" H o l d  e ve ryd iin g ! W a i t  till  I  see w h a t 
N ic k ie  m eans!”

A f t e r  th a t, lo n g  m inutes d ra g g e d . In  
the passage, M u r th a ’ s m e n  w hisp e re d hoarse
ly  a m o n g  them selves. W i t h i n  the b ig  cham 
ber, the m a in la n d e r kn o cke d  o v e r b y K a y  
L o r im e r ’ s bu lle t gro a ne d a n d  lifte d  h im s e lf 
an d craw led o ff to  jo in  th e m ; a n d  B u c k la n d , 
scooping u p  his g u n , le t h im  g o . T h e  other 
casualty, bo re d th ro u g h  th e  fo re he ad b y a 
slug fro m  the h a rd -h ittin g  police p o sitive , 
lay s till, finished.

In  a tig h t voice, K a y  L o r im e r  asked 
B u c k la n d  a qu estion.

" W h a t  can it b e , N e il?  W h a t  has he 
gone fo r? ”

B y  that tim e , M u r th a  was re tu rn in g .
“ G o t  ’ e m , N i c k i e ,”  h e  called. “ L o o k  o u t 

fo r  y o u rs e lf. H e r e  goes!”
A  cylin d e r o f  g le a m in g  m e tal came h u r 

tlin g  o u t o f  the passage, a n d w h ile  it was 
still in  the air B u c k la n d  k n e w  w h a t it was, 
k n e w  he was beaten. I t  struck th e  face 
o f  th e  table and bu rst w ith  a lo u d  b a n g . In -
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stantly a v a p o r th ic k at sea fo g  sprang 
u p  to  fill the cham ber.

" T e a r  gas, K a y ! ”  cried B u c k la n d . " D o n 't  
w a it. H i t  fo r  that back w a y o u t!”

B lin d e d  a n d c h o k in g  h im s e lf, h e  was u p  
o n  his fe e t, firin g  b o th  his o w n  pistol and 
the w o u n d e d  gangster's w ith o u t direction 
u n til the ha m m e r s w e re  clic k in g  o n  dead 
shells.

A f t e r  th a t, the m e n  in  the passage w ere 
stream ing in  at h im  a g a in . A  crushing 
b lo w  fe ll o n  his he a d. M u r t h a ’ s excited 
voice came to h im  fr o m  w h a t seemed sud
d e n ly a fa r , fa r  distance.

" D o n 't ,  yo u  ape! T h a t  g u y  B u c k la n d  is 
m in e ! Save h im  fo r  m e !”

T h e n  a black cu rtain  d ro p p e d .

C h a p t e r  V I

BIG NICK’S BACK DOOR

TH E  acrid o d o r o f  the tear gas still 
h u n g  h e a vy in  M o l l i n o ’ s ro ckbo u n d 

retreat w h e n  the first g lim m e r o f  re tu rn 
in g  consciousness came to  B u c k la n d . Ju s t 
as a fa r aw ay voice h a d  been th e  last th in g  
he h e a rd , so an othe r rem ote voice was the 
first. N o w  it  w a s n 't M u r t h a ’ s, b u t K a y  
L o r im e r ’ s.

" T h e  lig h t !”  she w as p le a d in g . " I t  m ust 
g o  o n . Must!”

B u c k la n d  g o t that m u ch a n d  slid back 
in to  com a. W i t h  the passing o f  tim e  he 
was aware o f  a bro a d assortm ent o f  dis
co m fo rts. H i s  head h u r t, his eyes and his 
nose sm arted, his th ro a t ached, his wrists 
w e re  th ro b b in g  p a in fu lly  a n d  his hands 
seemed to h a ve  lost all fe e lin g .

H e  rem em bered the tear gas and the 
b lo w  fr o m  so m e bo dy’s pisto l b u tt. T h e n  
he discovered w h a t w;as w r o n g  w ith  his 
w rists an d fin gers. H e  w as ly in g  on his 
back o n  one o f  B ig  N i c k  M o l l i n o ’ s plu shy 
rugs and his arms w ere b e h in d  h im , brace- 
leted w it h  w h a t he k n e w  m ust be his o w n  
h a n dcu ffs.

S o m e bo dy was ta lk in g  near h im ; ta lk in g , 
as K a y  h a d , about a " l i g h t .”  B u t this voice 
was a strange o n e , h u s k y , m asculine. I t  
said:

" B e tw e e n  y o u  a n d  m e , N i c k  d id n ’t  g ive  
a d a m n  w h e th e r th e  B a rra cu da  L i g h t  
show ed to n ig h t o r n o t. H e  ju s t d ro p p e d



MURDER KEY 117

fo r  B lo n d ie . F ig u r e d  die  quickest w a y 
a ro u n d  h e r w as to  h u m o r  h e r. I f  he d o n ’ t 
w a ft  h e r aw ay o n  the Four W inds  w it h , 
h im , I ’m  n u ts ."

Som eone else said:
" A t  th a t, the k id  rates a yacht lik e  Four 

Winds. She could ha ve  m in e — i f  I  ha d
_  ttone.
T h r o u g h  slitted eyes, B u c k la n d  inspected 

the talkers. T h e y  w e re , e v id e n d y , tw o  o f  
the m o b  o f  ru m -ru n n e rs b ro u g h t o u t fr o m  
the m a in la n d  b y J i m  M u r th a . B u c k la n d  
lay close to  the chair in  w h ic h  th e  nearer 
o f  d ie m  was lo llin g . So close th a t he could 
have reached o u t an d sn a td ie d the pistol 
n e g lig e n d y tucked in  the m a n ’s coat po cke t, 
i f  o n ly  his hands w ere fre e .

T h e y  w e re n ’ t fre e , th o u g h , a n d th a t w as 
that.

B u c k la n d  closed his eyes a gain . G a th e r in g  
strength m o m e n t b y  m o m e n t as he lay 
there, h e  listened lo n g  and learned a great 
deal.

K a y  L o r im e r , he r d u ty to the B arracuda 
L i g h t  in b re d , h a d  come th ro u g h  the gas 
attack w ith  o n e  th o u g h t p a ra m o u n t. W h a t 
ever h a ppe n e d to  h e r, w h a te ve r to  a n yb o d y , 
the beacon m u st shine. A n d  som ehow  she 
ha d persuaded B ig  N i c k  M o ll in o  to  take 
her to  th e  o th e r island.

T h a t  was Ite m  O n e .
Ite m  T w o :  B ig  N i c k  h a d  a steam yacht 

w h ic h  w o u ld  call at C o ca in e  K e y  at some 
tim e  w ith in  th e  n e x t fe w  hours a n d  o n  
w h ic h  he m ean t to  m a ke  his getaw ay b e fo re  
the appearance o f  the revenue cutter sup
posedly fo llo w in g  in  B u c k la n d 's  w a k e  d o w n  
th e  coast.

Ite m  T h r e e : J i m  M u r th a  had been taken 
o n  a tr ip  to B a rra cu da  b y M o ll in o  because 
B ig  N i c k ,  fo r  some reason o f  his o w n , 
w an te d B u c k la n d  to  live  fo r  a w h ile —  
whereas M u r th a  h a d  been barely restrained 
fr o m  p u m p in g  a  g u n fu l o f  lead in to  h im  
w h ile  he lay senseless.

Ite m  F o u r : A t  M u r t h a ’s d ire ctio n , o n e  o f  
the p a rty  fr o m  th e  m a in la n d  h a d  repaired 
th e  gas-tank in  K a y ’ s d o ry and the boat h a d  
been re fu e le d . S h e  n o w  lay at th e  float in 
the b a y , ready to  g o .

IN  B U C K L A N D ’ S fe ve rish ly active 
th o u g h ts, this last piece o f  in fo rm a tio n  

and the first stood in sta n tly bracketed.

S q u ire d  b y  a p a ir  lik e  B ig  N i c k  and M u r th a , 
K a y  L o r im e r  needed protection i f  a g irl 
ever d id . A n d  i f  he  could o n ly  get loose 
a n d a rm  h im s e lf, he could get to  her in the 
d o ry w ith in  an h o u r.

C o m in g  o ve r to  C o ca in e  K e y , B u c k la n d  
had m ade m en tal notes o n  the course K a y  
fo llo w e d . H e  w as sure he co u ld do d ge  the 
reefs, pa rtic u la rly since tire d o ry  h a d  been 
taken a ro u n d  to  the bay an d that h a rd - 
b o ile d  in n e r bar w o u ld n ’ t ha ve  to be 
n e gotiated.

B u t h o w  to  get o u t o f  the handcuffs? 
H o w  to  get o u t o f  the cave? H o w  to get to 
th e  dory?

T h e  first question w as, o f  course, the key 
q u e stio n . A  m o m e n t a fte r he had flu n g  his 
b ra in  against it , B u c k la n d  discovered the 
answ er. I t  lay beneath h im , cool against his 
a rm — a paper cutter tha t had fa lle n  fr o m  
the table w h e n  he up-e n de d it to fo r m  his 
barricade.

H e  k n e w  those handcuffs o f  his. T h e  lock 
w as w o r n  o u t, the key a jo k e . A n y  po in te d  
b it o f  m etal w o u ld  release the springs.

W h e n  ten m inutes had passed, B u c kla n d  
w as su rrep titiou sly ru b b in g  back the circu
la tio n  in to  his freed w rists. T h e  p a p e r cut
te r, plus patience, ha d done the tric k .

H e  w restled w ith  a te m ptatio n  to grab 
that g u n  so p ro vo c a tive ly near— an d was 
g la d , a fte r a nother fe w  m in ute s, tha t he had 
fo u g h t it d o w n . T h e  m a n  in  the fa r  chair 
was g e ttin g  u p  th e n , stretching, y a w n in g .

" G e t t i n ’ sleep y,”  he said. " M a y b e  a 
breath o f  a ir ’ ll w a k e  m e u p . G uess y o u ’ll  be 
all rig h t alone w ith  the corpse, Je rry? ’ ’

Je rry  g ru n te d , " S u r e !”  and his partner 
disappeared into  th e  passage.

T T iir ty  seconds late r, o r thereabouts, the 
"corpse”  had life . O n  his fe e t, w ith  Je rry ’s 
g u n  seized and u p lifte d , B u c kla n d  sw u n g  
the flat o f  it d o w n  o n  his gu a rd ia n 's head.

Je r r y  m ade no so u n d. H e  just w e n t lim p  
and sank lo w e r in his chair.

B u c k la n d  tip to e d  in to  th e  passage and 
tip to e d  back. F r o m  the vo lu m e  o f  the voices, 
the w h o le  m a in  b o d y o f  the g a n g stood 
clustered outside the cave entrance. E x i t  
that w a y  w o u ld  be too precarious. S w iftly  
B u c k la n d  circled the w alls o f  the m a in  
cham ber in a search fo r  th e  rear passage re 
m e m bered b y K a y .

F in a lly  he had located it, o v e rh u n g  b y a
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H e  had a lo n g  lead w h e n  th e  first o f  the 
pursuers appeared b e h in d  h im , a lo n g e r one 
as he dashed d o w n  the last slope to  the pier. 
T h e  tid e , lu c k ily , was e b b in g . I t  carried the 
d o ry clear o f  th e  float as h e  w restled the 
e n gine into  action.

L e a d  spattered a ro u n d  h im  as he  leaped 
to the h e lm  and sw u n g  o ff  f o r  the h a rb o r 
m o u th , b u t the range w as lo n g  and the aim  
o f  the w in d e d  m a rksm e n  o n  the pie r was 
n o t so g o o d .

B u c k la n d  called back a decisive, " T o o d le - 
o o !”  an d was g o n e , unscathed.

O u ts id e , as he  ro u n d e d  the p o in t and 
headed f o r  the b lin k in g  lig h t o n  Barracuda 
Is la n d , a large vessel that show ed o n ly  ru n 
n in g  lig h ts was steam ing to w a rd  the C o 
caine K e y  h a rb o r.

F o r  a h o p e fu l m o m e n t B u c k la n d  was cer
tain  this was his revenue cutter, ahead o f 
tim e ; a prom ise o f  safety fo r  K a y  L o rim e r  
a n d p riso n  fo r  B ig  N i c k  M o ll in o .

I t  w a sn ’t , th o u g h . Passing so close that 
she all b u t g ra ze d  the d o ry , th e  d a rk ship 
show ed h im  h e r nam e in  g o ld  u n d e r her 
ste m .

"Four W inds!"
She was B ig  N i c k ’ s yacht, w h ic h  m ade 

thin gs w orse and w o rse. I n  short order 
she’ d  be starting o u t a fte r h im , h e ll-b e n t on 
r u n n in g  h im  d o w n .

H e  stooped to tin k e r w ith  the th ro ttle , 
try in g  to coax an othe r k n o t, o r  a fraction 
o f  a k n o t, o u t o f  the d o ry's  tin n y  m o to r.

G o d !  C o u ld  h e  m a ke  it? A n d  i f  he 
c o u ld n ’t , w h a t about K a y ?

C H A P T E R  V I I
tapestry. A n d  not by a split second to o  soon. 
T h e  sleepy g u a rd  reappeared alm ost at the 
instant B u c k la n d  m ade his discovery. H e  
stared first at Je r r y , supine, and th e n  at 
B u c k la n d . Sim ultan eou sly he  raised a pistol 
and a shout o f  a la rm .

T h e  pistol spat fire and the b u lle t crashed 
into the rock w a ll less th a n  a fo o t fr o m  
B u c k la n d ’ s head.

B u c k la n d  let g o  w ith  the g u n  th a t ha d 
been Je rry ’ s, and J e r r y ’ s p a rtn e r pitched 
steeply fo r w a r d . O th e rs  w ere ru n n in g  fr o m  
outside, guns b ra n d is h in g , as B u c k la n d  
darted into the back-d oor passage.

I t  was a squeeze at the e n d , b u t presently 
he  was o u t u n d e r the stars o n  the h ills id e .

t r a p p e d !

TH E  w in d  was b lo w in g  u p  stro ng fr o m  
the n o r th , an d a heavy sea was ru n n in g  

n o w  betw een the islands. B u t  w h a t the 
d o ry  lacked in speed she m ade u p  in  stu rd i
ness; a n d the tid e , to o , continued to fa v o r 
he r as she p lu n g e d  to w a rd  the beckoning 
lig h t.

O n  th e  crossing B u c k la n d  ke p t a sharp 
lo o k o u t, b u t there w as n e ith e r sign n o r 
sound o f  the speedboat. C o m in g  u n d e r the 
lee o f  B a rra cu da , he  w as sure th a t K a y  and 
h e r escort fr o m  C o ca in e  K e y  m ust still be 
there.
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A lm o s t at the exact p o in t w h e re  he had 
lan de d in the parachute th a t m o r n in g , he 
ran the d o ry h ig h  o n to  die  B arracu da beach 
and jabbed he r anchor in to  the sand. H e  
looked back o v e r the w ate r and saw those 
red an d green  lig h ts c o m in g  steadily o n —  
the r u n n in g  lig h ts  o f  d ie  cro o k-m an n e d 
yacht w h ic h  he  had m o m e n ta rily  m istaken , 
an h o u r a go , fo r  his expected cutter.

T h e  Four W inds  h a d n ’t lin g e re d  at the 
key even lo n g  e n ough to d ro p  he r h o o k . 
Steam in g to head h im  o ff , b u t fo rce d  b y 
her greater depth to take th e  lo n g  course 
a ro u n d  the reefs, she appeared to be about 
h a lfw a y  betw een the islands. H a l f w a y  and 
com ing stro ng .

B u d d a n d  g a ve  he r one b rie f glance and 
set o ff at a d o g -tro t a lo n g  the beach. C lo u d s  
had b lo tte d  o u t the stars. A  d r iz z le  was fa ll
in g . T h e  n ig h t h a d  g o n e  as black as a coal
m in e  s h a ft, an d h e  had o n ly  the w h ite  lin e  
o f  the s u rf and the o ff-a n d -o n  flash fr o m  the 
lighthou se to g u id e  h im  as he ra n.

F a r  u p  the shore, close to  the L i g h t , a 
rope stretched taut a lo n g  the sand sent h im  
into a h e a d lo n g  s p ill. A s  he scram bled u p  a 
lo n g  flash fr o m  the lighthou se sh o w  h im  
w h a t ha d trip p e d  h im . A  g ra p p le  was at one 
end o f  the ro pe , an d tha t sn ip p y m a h o ga ny 
ru nabout o f  M o llin o 's  at the o th e r.

H e  stopped sw earing the n  and heaved a 
sigh o f  re lie f. I f  the ru n a b o u t h a d n ’t le ft 
B a rra cu da , n e ith e r h a d  K a y . R ig h t  o n  this 
spot h e ’ d m anage in  some w a y to  get her 
o u t o f  the hands o f  the Cocain e K e y  con
tin g e n t; w ith  five  cartridges le ft  in  th a t six- 
shooter o f  J e r r y ’s, an d surprise o n  his side, 
it sh o u ld n ’t  be so d ifficu lt.

T h e n  he  an d K a y  w o u ld  shove o ff in  the 
d o r y , to g e th e r, lose them selves in  the n ig h t, 
strike as fa r o v e r to w a rd  the m a in la n d  as 
th e ir gas w o u ld  take th e m .

A t  this p o in t the palm s g re w  d o w n  close 
to  the s u rf, o ffe rin g  th e  best k in d  o f  con
cealm ent. B u ckLan d picked a spot b y a path 
that led to w a rd  the lightho u se  and crouched 
u n de r the palm s to a w a it de velo pm e n ts.

A f t e r  a tim e  he heard voices. T w o  m en 
co m in g  d o w n  fr o m  the L i g h t  passed so 
close to h im  th a t he  co u ld h a ve  touched 
them  b y  reaching o u t an a rm . O n e  was J im  
M u r th a ; th e  o th e r, he surm ised, on e  o f  the 
m ainlanders w h o  also h a d  com e o ve r fr o m  
Cocaine K e y  in  the speedboat.

Knowledge 
\ That Has , 
Endured 
With the 
Pyramids

FO R TH E  
O F L IF E

WHENCE came the knowledge 
that built the Pyramids? Where did y  
the first builders in the Nile Valley 
acquire their astounding wisdom that 
started man on his upward climb? Did 
their knowledge come from a race now 
submerged beneath the sea? From  
what concealed source came the wis
dom that produced such characters as 
Amenhotep IV, Leonardo da Vinci, 
Isaac Newton, and a host of others?

Today it is known that they discov
ered and used certain Secret Methods for 
the development of their inner power 
of mind. They truly learned to master 
life. This secret art of living has been 
preserved and handed down through
out the ages and today is extended to 
those who dare use its profound prin
ciples to meet and solve the problem| 
of life in these complex times.

This Sealed Book— FREE
The Rosicrucians (not a religious organize! 
don) have prepared an unusual book, which 
will be sent free to sincere inquirers, in which 
the method o f receiving these principles and 

natural laws is explained. W rite 
tod ay  for your copy o f this sealed 
book. Possibly it will be the first 
step whereby you can accom
plish many o f your secret ambi
tions and the building o f per
sonal achievements . . .  Address 
your inquiry to : Scribe M A X

r

The Rosicruciaas
'  ( A M O K C )

San Jose, California
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’ DO YOU HAVE 
PROSTATE TROUBLE?

a-

Genera) Weakness, Backache, Fre
quency, Burning Urination, Kidney 

and Bladder Distress.
The Kansas City Medical Press has 
just published a revealing booklet 
■which discusses the PROSTATE 
GLAND in language anyone can 
understand. Information contained 
in this book may save you years of 
suffering. Give name and address.
j . -------- MAIL COUPON TODAY- —  —  —,
I K. C. Medical Press 
,  Dept. T - l ,  >440 E. 21st,
I' North Kansas City, Mo.
I Please send me by return moll booklet* | 
| I have checked below, 
a The Prostate Gland □  Arthritis n  j
J Kidney and Bladder □  Rupture □  ■
J Please enclose 10c for each book ! 
V ordered.! ■

Make money. Know how to break aufl 
train hones. W rite today fo r  ttiti bool 
F R E E , together with special offer ol 
a course In Animal Breeding. II you 

are Interested in Gaitttig and Riding tioe saddle 
horse, cheek here ( > Do U today—mwm
•EERY  SCHOOL OP HORSEMANSHIP 8411 Pleasant Hill, ON*

POEMS WANTED
I 1 ■  ,IM For Muticil Setting ■ ■■■ |

Mother, Home, Love, Sacred, P a trio tic , Comic I

or any subject. Don't Delay—Send ms your B 
Original Poem at once—for Immediate con- I  
eideration and FREE Ehyming Dictionary.

R I C H A R D  B R O T H E R S  f
33 WOODS BUILDING —  CHICAGO 1, ILL.
Free Book on Arthritis
And Rheumatism
HOW  T O  A V O ID  C R IP P L IN G  D EFO R M IT IES

A n amassing newly enlarged 44-page book entitled 
"Rheumatism*8 will be sent free to anyone who will write 
for it.

It reveals why drugs and medicines give only tempo
rary relief and fail to remove the causes of the trouble ; 
explains a proven specialized non-aurgical, non-medical 
treatment which haa proven successful for the past S3
yeara.

You Incur no obligation in sending for this instructive 
book. It may be the means of saving you years of untold 
misery. Write today to The Ball Clinic, Dept, 16, Excel
sior Springs, Missouri. ____________________

M O N E Y  M A K IN G  O P P O R T U N IT Y  j 
KO R Y O U  W IT H O U T  I N V E S T M E N T !  I
No experience needed to act ma our Local I 
Dander for Ma st er  Work Uniform garments. I 
Livery business concern a prospect, Adver- I 
rising embroidered on garm e nts is a big sales I
feature. Stores can't compote. Y  on can east! y I 
earn np to many thoosanda of dollars yearly, I 
We supply al I Sales Equipment FR EE . Write I 
O E O . M A S T E R  G A R M E N T  D IV . I
a p a  W A T E R  S T R E E T , U Q O N JE R , INDIANA I

M u r th a  was g r u m b lin g . " N i c k ’ s a da m n  
fo o l. T h a t  dam e just hasn’t  g o t a n y tim e  fo r  
h im . Instead o f  w a s tin g  bre a th try in g  to 
fra m e  h e r o n to  the yacht, he  o u g h t to  be 
beating i t .”

T h e  o th e r m a n  said, " R i g h t . She w o n ’t 
listen to reason. A i n ’ t th e  t y p e .”

TH E N  the y w e re  o n  th e  beach and the 
m a in la n d e r w as starin g at those a p 

p ro a ch in g  lig h ts .
" H e y ! ” h e  ejaculated. " T h e r e 's  th e  Four 

W inds  cornin’ . M u s t be so m e thin ' u p !"  
M u r th a  rasped a n  o a th .
" Y e a h , and N i c k  back at the L i g h t  shin 

in ’ u p  to  th e  b lo n d e ! Y o u ’ d  th in k  he ’ d learn 
so m e th in ’ a fte r all th e  tro u b le  h e ’ s g o t into  
w ith  w o m e n ."

K n o w in g  B ig  N i c k  M o ll in o , B u c k la n d  
lin g e re d  to  hear n o  m o re . A t  this m in u te  
there was a jo b  cut o u t fo r  h im  at the lig h t
house. W i t h  his b lo o d  at the b o ilin g  p o in t 
a n d  m u rd e r E a r in g  in  his eyes, he  started 
silen tly and s w iftly  a lo n g  th e  pa th in  the 
direction fr o m  w h ic h  M u r th a  and his com 
p a n io n  h a d  com e.

In  the same w h ite -w a sh e d  kitche n  w here 
B u c k la n d  h a d  breakfasted o n  h a m , eggs 
and the best coffee o f  his m e m o ry , B ig  N i c k  
stood fa c in g  K a y  L o r i m e r , and he had 
stopped s m ilin g . H i s  d a rk  eyes sm ou ld ered , 
his voice w as no lo n g e r suave.

" L is te n , k i d ,”  he  said, " y o u ’re cornin’ 
w ith  m e a n d y o u 're  g o in ’ t o  lik e  it. I ’m  
w il l in ’ to be g o o d  to y o u , b u t I  can be 
to u g h , to o . Y e a h . Ju s t as to u g h  w it h  w o m e n  
as I  can be w ith  m e n . M y  advice is, d o n ’ t 
m ake m e be that w a y .”

H e  to o k  a step to w a rd  th e  g ir l , and she 
shrank back. M c illin o  g lo w e re d .

" Y o u ’ re o ff m e  n o w — sure. A n d  I  k n o w  
w h y . Y o u  started g e ttin ’ no tio n s about that 
F e d ’ ral p u n k  B u c k la n d , yo u  a n d  h im  p la y 
in ’ a ro u n d  here alone. B u t  yo u  can just f o r 
get h im , see? H e ’ s w ashed u p . I ’ m  le ttin ’ 
M u r th a  have h i m , and w h e re  M is te r  B u c k - 
lan d  finishes is at the b o tto m  o f  the d r i n k .”  

A  shudder shook K a y  L o r im e r ’ s slim  
shoulders, covered n o w  b y th e  same w id e - 
collared m id d y  she h a d  w o r n  o n  the trip  to  
Cocaine K e y  w ith  B u c k la n d . B u t  h e r eyes 
w e re  steady a n d h a rd .

" I f  a n y th in g  lik e  th a t h a p p e n s ,"  she said, 
he r voice fla t, " y o u ’ d  better n o t le t m e  liv e .
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Because i f  it ’ s m y  last act, I ’ l l  see yo u  in  the 
electric chair. Y o u  and y o u r  w h o le  crooked 
c ro w d ."

A B I G  h a n d  flashed o u t and seized her 
w rists. B u t B ig  N i c k  M o ll in o  was g r in * 

n in g  again.
" Ju s t a little  stick o f  d y n a m ite , hey? S a y, 

th a t’ s the w a y I  lik e  ’ e m . I f  y o u  w a s n ’t sold 
b e fo re , y o u ’ re sure sold n o w , b a b y !”

W i t h  a sudden tu g  at the captive w ris t, 
M o ll in o  b ro u g h t h e r to  h im . A  th ic k  a rm  
em braced h e r ; h a rd  fingers im priso n e d h e r 
chin as she stru g g le d . A  c h o k in g  cry b ro ke  
fr o m  h e r lip s.

" N e i l !  N e i l ! ”
T o  K a y  L o r im e r  it w as the d a y’ s th ird  

m iracle that happe n e d th e n . T h e  kitche n  
d o o r sw u n g  in  w ith  a crash and B u c k la n d —  
a B u c k la n d  she h a d  n e ve r seen be fo re —  
stood there. H i s  face w as w h ite  w ith  fu r y , 
his lips bloodless, his eyes aflam e.

" I ’ m  he re , K a y ! ”  he sn a ppe d, an d like  a 
ch a rg in g  tig er he sprang u p o n  B i g  N i c k .

M o ll in o  h a d  d ro p p e d  h e r w ris t a n d 
w heeled a n d w as g o in g  f o r  a g u n . B u t  he 
n e ve r d re w  the w e a p o n . A  lacin g rig h t to 
the ja w  sent h im  re e lin g  as B u c k la n d , his 
o w n  re vo lve r fo rg o tte n , sailed in o n  h im .

A  table w e n t o v e r. Stacked china crashed. 
Beaten back, s w in g in g  w il d l y , M o ll in o  
w ith in  th e  space o f  a d o ze n  seconds had 
stopped an u ppe rcu t th a t seemed to  the g irl 
to  l i f t  h im  clear o f  the g r o u n d . H e  rocked 
o n  his heels, g ro a n e d , w e n t d o w n  in  a je lly- 
lik e  heap a m o n g  the b ro k e n  dishes.

In s ta n tly , B u c k la n d  w as sto o p in g  o ve r 
h im . K a y  L o r im e r  saw a flash o f  m etal in  
th e  la m p lig h t and handcuffs closed w ith  a 
click o n  B ig  N i c k ’ s lim p  w rists.

B u c k la n d  lo o ke d u p  at h e r.
" Ju s t to m ake it o ffic ia l,”  he said. " N o w  

le t’ s be q u ic k about it. G o t  any g o o d  tig h t 
place w h e re  I  can loc k this cave m a n  u p ? ”  

S till h a lf  hysterical, she p o in te d  to a 
d o o r.

" O n l y  the c e lla r.”
B u c k la n d  h a d  snatched a dish to w e l fr o m  

a rack by th e  sin k . H e  rip p e d  it , ro lle d 
h a lf  o f  it in to  a ball an d w a d d e d  it  in to  
M o l l i n o ’s m o u th .

" I f  yo u  ever w a n t to  g a g  a n y b o d y ,”  he  
p a n te d , " ju s t d o  th a t. G a g s  d o n ’ t ha ve  to  be 
tied  in , K a y .”
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H e  jerk ed  o pen the cellar d o o r, dragged 
M o ll in o  to  it and let h im  slide. T h e  ke y was 
in his pocket w h e n  he tu rn e d , ru b b in g  his 
knuckles.

" N o w  w e  take it o n  the r u n ,”  he said. 
" P r o n t o  this island is g o in g  to be o ve rru n  
w 'ith h u m a n  v e r m in , and the h ig h  seas is 
the place fo r  u s .”

l i e  caught u p  K a y ’ s h a n d , started f o r  the 
d o o r th ro u g h  w hich he had come crashing 
a n d  the n  stopped dead in  his tracks.

" T o o  late to  r u n ,”  he w h isp e re d . " L is te n ! 
T h a t ’s M u r th a  and com pany co m in g  back. I 
guess the best place, a fte r a ll, is u p  in  the 
to w e r .”

T h e y  w e re  scarcely o u t o f  sight o n  the 
w in d in g  stairw ay w h e n  M u r th a  bu rst into  
the kitc h e n .

" N i c k i e ! ”  h e  ro are d. " W h e r e  the hell are 
you? H e y , the yacht’ s o ve r fr o m  the k e y !"

C lim b in g  b e h in d  K a y  L o r im e r , B u c k la n d  
reached u p  to  press in to  h e r h a n d  the g u n  
he had taken fr o m  M o ll in o ’ s pocket o n  the 
w a y  do w n -ce lla r.

" A n o t h e r  pistol fo r  y o u , K a y ,”  he said. 
" A n d  d o n ’ t be shy about usin g it. W e ’ re 
certainly o n  the spot n o w !”

C H A P T E R  V I I I

A SWITCH IN TIME

F R O M  a w in d o w  h ig h  in  th e  m asonry 
to w e r, directly u n de r the great beacon. 

B u c k la n d  stared d o w n  at B arracu da.
TT ie  d a rk  b u lk  o f  the Four Winds  lay 

anchored close u n d e r th e  beach and on e  
o f  he r launches was c h u g g in g  in to the 
island. A  babel o f  voices rose fr o m  the 
sm all b o a t; and B u c k la n d  tu rn e d w ith  a 
tig h t la u g h  to  K a y  L o r im e r , sta n d in g  silent 
and tense at his side.

" T h a t ’ s the to ughest crew to la n d  here 
since C a p ta in  K i d d ’ s d a y ,”  h e  said. " B u t  
d o n ’t  let it w o r ry  y o u . T h is  place is like 
on e  o f  those ’keeps’ in the o ld  castles. 
W i t h  o u r tw o  gu n s w e  co u ld easily stand 
o ff  a re g im en t u n til m o r n in g . A n d  by 
th e n — d o n ’ t fo rg e t— the revenue cu tter’ ll be 
a lo n g ."

H e r  h a n d rested fo r  a m o m e n t o n  his arm . 
" I 'm  n o t a fra id , N e i l , ”  she w h isp e re d . 

“ I  h a ve n ’t  been— except d o w n  there w ith  
M o ll in o . A n d  th e n  you c a m e ,”

T h e  d o o r b e lo w  slam m e d , and M u r th a
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w e n t sh a m b lin g  d o w n  to  the shore. R e 
tu rn in g , h e  b ro u g h t back the la n d in g  p a rty 
fr o m  the Four Winds.

" N o t  so g o o d ."  B u c k la n d  m u rm u rm e d . 
" T h e r e  m u st be n early tw e n ty  o f  ’ e m .”

A n d  som ebody had stu m ble d o n  th e  d o ry ; 
that came to  h im  in  o n e  snatch o f  ta lk  he 
caught. T h e y  k n e w , th e n , that he  was o n  the 
island.

M u r th a ’ s voice, heavier than the rest, as
cended.

" T h a t  F e d ’ ral g u y is p o iso n . M y  guess, he 
p u lle d a fast o n e  o n  N i c k  a n d grabbed o ff 
the g ir l. A n y w a y , N i c k i e ’s m is s in g .”

T h e  cro w d  tro op e d a ro u n d  the L i g h t  and 
in to  the kitch e n . Presently B u c k la n d  heard 
a crash fr o m  b e lo w  as i f  a d o o r h a d  been 
kicked d o w n , and at n e x t re po rt B ig  N i c k  
M o ll in o  had been fo u n d . H i s  m a d  b e llo w in g  
d rifte d  u p  the circular stairw ay, "T h e s e  
d a m n  handcuffs! C a n ’t  som ebody get ’ em  
o ff  m e?”

B u c k la n d  kicke d  o ff  his shoes an d in 
stocking feet slipped d o w n  to  eavesdrop.

F r o m  all sides M o ll in o  was b e in g  be- 
seiged w ith  pleas to bo a rd th e  yacht an d 
get clear o f  th e  islands, b u t he was d o g 
ge dly bent o n  s p illin g  b lo o d  first.

" B u c k la n d ’ s o n  B a rra c u d a ,”  he b la re d , 
"a n d  if  it takes all n ig h t I ’m  g o in ’ to  fin d 
h im  and pay h im  o ff . R ig h t  in fr o n t  o f  
th a t d u m b  jan e, I ’m  g o in ’ to g iv e  it to  
h im . A n d  she goes w ith  m e , see? T h a t ’ s 
w h a t I  to ld  h e r, a n d th a t’ s w h a t I ’m  te llin ’ 
y o u , and th a t’ s w h a t I  m e a n !”

T h e n  M u r th a , " W h y  the h e ll d o n ’ t yo u  
leave B u c k la n d  to  m e , N ic k ?  I ’ ll  fix  h im  
pretty b e fo re  h e ’s m uch o ld e r; d o n ’ t yo u  
th in k  I  w o n ’ t. H e  had it cornin’ fr o m  m e 
fo r  years. Say— ”

M o ll in o  cut h im  o ff  w it h  an im p a tie n t 
g ru n t.

" L is te n , g a n g !"  he shouted. " W e ’ l l  m ake 
it a treasure h u n t. A  thou san d bucks— a 
g ra n d  note— to  the one th a t spots B u c k la n d  
fo r  m e !”

E v e n  M u r th a  gave attention to  th a t o ffe r.
" A  g ra n d , N ic k ?  Y o u  m ean it? ”
"C a s h  d o u g h . T o n i g h t ! ”
T h e r e  w as a pause. T h e n  M u r th a  spoke 

again.
" O k a y , N i c k i e , I ’ m  b id d in ’ f o r  yo u r 

th o u san d. D o  yo u  k n o w  w h a t I  th in k ?  
W e l l ,  I  g o t a hu n ch  B u c k la n d  and th e  dam e
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one dollar spent for 
this book m ay save  

you hundreds in 
car repair bills!
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n e ve r stirred o u t o f  this lig h th o u se !'
" N e r ts !  D o  yo u  see ’ em ?”
" Is  this all there is to th e  joint? A i n ’ t 

there an upstairs? A  whole lot of upstairs?”
Som eone w a n te d  to  k n o w , " H o w  d o  w e 

get there?” an d w ith  that B u c k la n d  tu rn e d 
and started to  c lim b . B u t w h ile  he was still 
in  sight fr o m  be lo w  the d o o r opened and 
lig h t fr o m  the kitchen fe ll f u ll  u p o n  h im .

" H e r e  he is!”  a voice s h rille d . " H e r e  he 
is !”

M u r th a  was p u sh in g  th ro u g h  the c ro w d , 
y e llin g , " L e t  me take h im ! G e t  o u tta  the 
w a y !”

A  g u n  barked and a b u lle t ch ip p e d  the 
to w e r w a ll, sh o w e rin g  B u c k la n d  w ith  stin g 
in g  splinters o f  stone. H e  s w u n g  arou n d 
an d fired be fo re  M u r th a  c o u ld  p u ll the tr ig 
ger again. M u r th a  w e n t d o w n .

H e  stopped to discourage im m ediate p u r
suit b y le ttin g  g o  an othe r b u lle t, then 
b o u n d e d  o n .

" I  just finished w h a t I  started this m o r n 
i n g ,”  he  said breathlessly to K a y  L o rim e r  
w h e n  he reached the ro o m  beneath the 
lig h t. " L a i d  J i m  M u r th a  o u t co ld  a fte r he 
to o k th e  first shot. N o w  w e ’ re in the o p e n , 
a n yw a y. T h e y  k n o w  w h e re  w e  are— and 
we k n o w  th e y k n o w !”

K a y  h e rse lf h a d  been tty in g  to  ta lk . She 
caught his sh o u ld e r, w he e le d h im  a rou n d 
to  th e  w in d o w  fa c in g  n o rth .

" L o o k , N e i l !  L o o k ! "
H i s  eyes lig h te d  as they fo llo w e d  her 

p o in tin g  fin g e r. O u t  o f  the n o rth  a  
vessel even larger tha n  th e  Four Winds 
was b e a rin g  d o w n  o n  the islands.

" T h e  revenue c u tte r!”  he breathed.
S he n o d d e d .
" I t  must b e , N e i l .  N o  passenger ship o r 

fr e ig h te r  w o u ld  ever take that co u rse .’* 1
B u c k la n d  caught his breath sharply and 

g ro a n e d .
" B u t  K a y — she’ ll  be no good to  us! 

W e ’ re o n  the w ro n g  island. See! S he’s head
in g  fu rth e r east n o w . S h e ’ll g o  to  Cocaine 
K e y , fin d  n o b o d y there and push a lo n g . 
G o o d  G o d , w h a t a tra g e d y !”

She m o ve d  closer to  h im .
" W h a t  i f  she does g o  on? Th e s e  people 

w o n ’ t dare stay m o re  than a fe w  hours. A n d  
f o r  that lo n g , surely, w e ’ re safe w h e re  w e 
are. W e  can h o ld  th e  stairs."

F o r  an instant th e  tr u th  o f  th e ir situation
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tre m bled o n  B u c k la n d ’ s lip s . H e  k n e w  B ig  
N i c k  M o l l i n o , k n e w  the y ha d to  deal w ith  
a m a n  w h o  th re w  caution to  th e  w in d s .

T o  B ig  N i c k ,  w h o  had h e ld  great cities 
to  ransom , th e  h o ld in g  o f  this obscure island 
fo r  a w e e k o r a m o n th  w o u ld  be n o th in g .

T r e m b lin g  against B u c k la n d , K a y  L o r i -  
m e r seemed to  ha ve  read his th o u g h ts .

" N e i l ! ”  she cried o u t. " W h a t  i f  they 
don’t go? W h a t  i f  th e y’ re still here w h e n  
m y  fa th e r comes back to m o rro w ?  W h a t  w ill  
h a p p e n  to  D a d ? ”

B u c k la n d  straighten ed. H e  was star
in g  past K a y , staring past the th ro b b in g  
gasoline e n gine and the d y n a m o  th a t sup
p lie d  the lig h t w ith  its cu rre n t, staring at 
tw o  g le a m in g  bars o f  brass o n  th e  fa r  w a ll. 
H i r  arms w e n t arou n d h e r.

" T h e y ’ll g o ,”  h e  said s o ftly . " T h e y ’ ll be

fone in an h o u r, I  th in k  I  can guarantee, 
fa yb e  lo n g  be fo re  t h a t.”

She loo ke d u p  in to  his face and saw a 
calm  certainty there.

" B u t — b u t h o w  can yo u  k n o w , N e i l ? ” 
she grasped.

B u c kla n d  sm iled at h e r, h e ld  he r close. 
" W a i t ,”  he said, " a n d  see.”
W h ile  she stood at the w in d o w  w atch 

in g  the w h ite  revenue cutter speeding to 
w a rd  Cocain e K e y , he le ft  her side fo r  a 
m o m e n t. W h e n  he came ba ck, B ig  N i c k  
M o l l i n o ’s voice was r o llin g  fr o m  b e lo w . 
' 'Y o u  g o t J i m  M u r th a , B u c k la n d ,”  he 
shouted, "a n d  in  just tw o  m in ute s w e ’ re
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co rn in ’ to get y o u . I n  yo u r o w n  case, th e re ’s 
n o  trad e . Y o u  croak. B u t  here’ s a p ro p o s i
tio n . I f  yo u  w a n t to  send the g ir l d o w n , 
she w o n ’ t be h u rt. Y o u  hear? I f  she stays 
a n d stops a b u lle t, it ’ s n o b o d y ’ s fa u lt  b u t 
y o u rs .’ ’

B u c k la n d  answered h im  w ith  a la u g h .
" Y o u ’ re n o t g o in g  to  get m e , M o I U n o ,”  

he called back. " N o t  th a t yo u  h a v e n 't got 
e n o u gh m e n . Thai isn’ t  i t . Y o u  just h a ve n ’ t 
g o t e n o u gh tim e !”

A g a in  the do o r slam m ed b e lo w , and after 
a space there was a tra m p lin g  o n  the stairs. 
P ro n e  at the head o f  th e m , B u c k la n d  sent 
a b u lle t in to  the first o f  B ig  N i c k 's  gu n m e n  
an d as neatly picke d o ff the second.

T h a t  ro lle d  back the attack, an d once 
m o re  M o ll in o  was s h o u tin g  u p  fr o m  the 
fo o t o f  the to w e r.

" O k a y , B u c k la n d ! W e ’ ll  try it another 
w a y . W e ’ ll  sit here o n  the island u n til w e  
starve yo u  o u t .”

BU C K L A N D  had another la u g h  fo r  th a t.
" I ’ ll  be h a v in g  h a m  and eggs fo r  

breakfast to m o r ro w , N i c k ,”  he answered. 
" A n d  m aybe a stack o f  w h e a ts .”

T h e n  K a y  was suddenly ca llin g h im , her 
voice v ib ra n t w ith  excitem en t.

" N e i l !  T h e  cutter! She ’ s he a d in g  o ve r fo r 
B a rra cu da  n o w !”

F in a lly  M o ll in o ’s people h a d  seen the 
cutter, to o . T h e r e  w as p a n d e m o n iu m  be lo w  
an d by co m m o n  im pulse the L i g h t ’ s besieg
ers w e re  racing fo r  th e ir lau n ch . I n  th e ir 
w a k e  trailed B ig  N i c k , cursing insanely.

T e n  m inutes later the Four W inds  was 
u n d e r w a y , and once m o re  B u c k la n d  a n d  
K a y  L o r im e r  h a d  B a rra cu da  to them selves. 
T e n  m in utes a fte r th a t a w h ite -u n ifo rm e d  
officer fr o m  the cutter w as ra p p in g  at the 
lig h th o u se  d o o r.

" W h a t ’ s w r o n g  here?”  he  w a n te d  to  
k n o w . “ W h e th e r  yo u  k n o w  it o r n o t, yo u  
w e n t d a rk three-quarters o f  an h o u r a g o .”  

B u c k la n d  faced h im  s m ilin g .
" T h a n k s  fo r  c o m in g , L ie u te n a n t,”  he 

said. " I  sort o f  th o u g h t y o u  w o u ld  i f  I  
sw itched the lig h t o ff , so I  to o k th e  lib e rty 
o f  d o in g  it. N o w  that y o u ’ re he re , I 'l l  
sw itch it o n  a gain . Y o u  see, I  h a p p e n  to be 
the D e p a rtm e n t o f  Justice m a n  yo u  came 
d o w n  here to  m e e t.”

T h i r t y  m iles b e lo w  B a rra cu da , as was
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d u ly reported later b y the press, the 
U .  S . R e v e n u e  C u tte r Banshee o v e rto o k  the 
slo w e r-m o vin g  steam yacht Four Wtnds  tha t 
n ig h t. F r o m  the yacht to the cutter, one 
N ic h o la s  M o ll in o , w a n te d  b o th  fo r  incom e 
ta x  v io la tio n  and fo r  m u rd e r, was im m e d i
ately tra n sfe rre d . A n d  as he stepped aboard 
the Banshee, M o ll in o  was placed fo rm a lly  
u n de r arrest b y U .  S . A g e n t  N e i l  B u c k la n d . 
W h e n  his priso n e r had been p u t  in the 
Banshee’s b rig  B u c k la n d  stood o n  the after 
deck o f  the cutter s m ilin g  q u izzic a lly  at an 
e xtrem ely g o o d -lo o k in g  y o u n g  b lo n d e .

" I  sort o f  fe lt it was a to u g h  spot and 
that som e thin g drastic had to be d o n e ,”  he 
said. " B u t  as a lig h th o u se  keeper’ s d a u g h 
te r, I  d o n ’ t suppose yo u  can ever fo rg iv e  m e 
fo r  ta m p e rin g  w ith  B a rra cu da  L i g h t .”

K a y  L o r im e r  loo k e d  at h im  th o u g h tfu lly .
" A s  an e verlasting a dm ire r o f  the U .  S. 

D e p a rtm e n t o f  Ju stic e ,”  she said, " I  believe 
I  alm ost c a n .”

A  deck officer o f  the cu tter, s tro llin g  a ft , 
tu rn e d  his back a b ru p tly a m o m e n t later a n d 
strolled fo r w a r d .

v
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S E ND F OR FREE OUT F I T !
Mr. Ned Mason, Dept. M-847 
MASON SHOE MFG. COM PANY,
Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin
You bet I want to start my own extra-income business! 
Please ruth FREE and postpaid my Powerful Hellinjc Out- 
lit— featuring Mason Jackets. Air-Cushion Shoes, other 
fast- selling specialties—so I can start making BIO 
MONEY right away I
Name ...............................................................
Address...................._______________________________

Build a  Fine B u sin e ss .. .  Full or Spare Tim e! 
We Start You FREE—Don’t Invest One Cent!

M A K £  8 / G  M O f i / £ y

W I T H  F A S T - S E L L I N G  W A R M

U A T M R J A C m S

R u s h  C o u p o n  f o r  F R E E  S e l l i n g  O u t f i t l
NOW IT ’S EASY to make BIG MONEY in a profit-making, spare- 
time business! As our man in your community, you feature 
Mason's fast-selling Horsehide, Capeskin, Suede, other fine leather 
jackets — nationally known for smart styling, rugged wear, won
derful warmth. Start by selling to friends and fellow workers. 
Think of all the outdoor workers around your own home who will 
he delighted to buy these fine jackets from you. truck drivers, 
milkmen, cab drivers, gas station, construction men —  hundreds 
in your own community! You’ll be amazed how quickly business 
grows. And no wonder!— You offer these splendid jackets at low 
money-saving prices people can afford! Our top-notch men find 
it’s easy to make up to $10.00 a day EXTRA income \m

These Special Features 
Help You Make Money 

From First Hour!
• • • Men really go for these wgrm 

Mason jackets of long-lasting 
Pony Horsehide leather, fine Cape- 
skin leather, soft luxurious Suede 
leather. You can even take orders 
for Nylon. Gabardine, 100% Wool. 
Satin-faced Twill jackets, men’s 
raincoats, too! And Just look at 
these EX T R A  features that make 
Mason jackets so easy to sell:
• W arm , cozy linings o f real 

Sheepskin . . . nature’s own 
protection against cold! •

• Quilted and rayon linings!
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non-m atting fur collars!
•  Knitted wristlets!
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that do not scuff or peel!
• Z ipper fronts!
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grey, tan, blue!

Town.....
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air." As the Mason man In your town, you feature more shoes 
in a greater range of sizes and widths than (he largest store in 
town! And at low. dlrect-from-factory prices! It's easy to fit 
customers In the style they want — they keep re-ordering, too 
— put dollars and dollars into your pocket! Join the excep
tional men who make up to $200 extra a month and get their 
family'! shoes and garments at wholesale prices!

Send for FREE SELLING OUTFIT Today!
Mall coupon today — I'll rush your powerful Free Jacket and 
Shoe Helling Outfit Including 10-second Air-Cushion Demon
strator. and EVERYTHING you need to start building a 
steady. BIG MONEY, repeat-order business, as thousands of 
others have done with Mason!
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